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A Study of James 1 

I. Outline.  
1. The need for trials (James 1:1-12). 

2. The source of temptations (13-17). 

3. The work of the word (18-25). 

4.   Religion: Vain/True (26-27). 

 

II. Summary. 

“James wrote to Christians in the midst of temptation and trial. He showed first that the issue of 

testing is that they "may be perfect and entire, lacking in nothing." It is therefore to be looked upon as 

a means of blessing and received with joy. He clearly pointed out that God is never the Author of 

temptation as enticement toward evil, and in a passage full of remarkable force revealed the 

process of such temptation. It is an appeal through desire to some perfectly legitimate need of life, 

but suggests its attainment in illegitimate ways. If such enticement be rejected the victory is won. 

James showed that the Word of God is the stronghold for faith in meeting temptation. Therefore the 

Word should be received “with meekness." Thus, and thus only, will it be possible under 

temptation to save the soul. James employed the figure of a man looking at himself in a mirror, 

and going away, and forgetting his likeness, which is graphic. The man who endures temptation is 

he who, looking into the law of liberty, continues therein. 

This action dealing with the effect of faith on temptation closes with a remarkable contrast between 

the false and the true in religion. The word "religious" here occurs only in the New Testament, 

and is a somewhat remarkable word. It indicates all manner of external observances, and in this 

connection stands in direct contrast to the phrase, "pure religion." In all pure religion the deepest 

fact is the recognition of relationship to God, and this expresses itself in compassion, which 

drives men into touch with those in affliction and consecration, which keeps them unspotted from 

the world.  

The whole section teaches us that temptation is not from God, but that in the divine economy it is 

overruled for the good of the saint.” [G. Campbell Morgan, Exposition on Bible, 2009 by Michael 

Andrews, e-Sword Module]. 

 

III. Chronology. 

BIBLE PERIOD:  The Period of the Church. 

If you are not familiar with the 15 Bible Periods, please click here: 

https://maplehillchurchofchrist.files.wordpress.com/2018/05/15bibleperiods.pdf   

 

“Determining the date of the writing of this epistle is difficult, as is the case with most of the other 

books of the Bible.  We may rest assured that were it vitally important for us to know the precise 

occasion of the writing, God would have seen to it that we have access to that information.  But as it 

stands, the date is not a crucial element for our understanding.  Consequently, we must not place any 

real stock in attempts to determine the timing of the letter; nor should we feel deprived in that we lack 

certain knowledge on this matter. … Thus, it seems safe to guess that James was written between 

A.D. 45 and 49.  Most students of the Bible would place the date at A.D. 48 or 49.  If that theory be 

correct, then the epistle of James may have been the first New Testament book written” [Garrell 

Forehand, “James—An Introduction,” in Studies in James, edited by Dub McClish, pp. 22-23]. 

 

IV. Words/Phrases to Study 

• James 1… (1) The Book of James is a book with which every Christian ought to become 

thoroughly familiar. (2) It is a short book which can be read slowly and with understanding in less 

than 15 minutes. (3) It is a book which deals in a practical way with the day-to-day living of the 
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Christian life. (4) It has been called “The Gospel of Common Sense.” (5) James applies the 

principles of God’s Word to the everyday life of the man who wishes to please God. (6) If we 

want to be with God in eternity, we must walk with God on earth—this book helps us to do so. 

• James 1.1… JAMES, A SERVANT OF GOD AND OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, TO THE TWELVE TRIBES WHICH ARE 
… Various ideas have developed over the years as to who this James SCATTERED ABROAD, GREETING

is who wrote the Book of James. The name JAMES is found 42 times in the New Testament.  

These can be divided up among four men: (1) James the Son of Zebedee is mentioned more 

times than any other James. He was one of the 12 Apostles and was the first apostle to be 

martyred (Acts 12:2). There is no evidence that by the time of his death he had attained any 

special position of leadership which would lead to the writing of this epistle. Most people 

discount the possibility him being the author. 2) James the Father of Judas (Luke 6:16; Acts 

1:13, ASV).  So little is known of this James that few would credit the writing of this letter to 

him. 3) James the Son of Alphaeus (Mt 10:3; Mk 3:18; Luke 6:15; Acts 1:13) was also one of 

the 12 apostles. He was also the one known as “James the Less” (Mk 15:40). There is very little 

support for him as the writer. 4) James the Lord’s Brother. This is the most widely held view 

today. Because he is listed first in the lists of Jesus’ brothers (Mt 13:55; Mk 6;3), it is likely that 

he was the eldest of those four brothers. It can be seen from John 7:2-8 that James did not accept 

Jesus as the Son of God during His earthly ministry. However, after Jesus appeared to James 

following His resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:7), it is obvious that James then became a devoted 

disciple and was with the Apostles as they waited the coming of the Comforter (Acts 1:13-14). 

James played a very prominent role in the development of the first century church. He was 

referred to by Paul as one of the PILLARS of the Jerusalem church. When Paul brought the 

collection for the Judean Christians, he reported to James concerning the success of his efforts 

(Acts 21:17-26). It was James who made one of the statements during the meeting in Jerusalem to 

discussion the relationship of the Gentiles to the Law (Acts 15:12-29). It seems that James spent 

most of his time in Jerusalem working among Jewish Christians. From the writings of Hegesippus 

we learn that James spent much time in prayer—his knees were hard as camel’s. 

• In this letter, James reveals himself as a vigorous personality.   

• In the 108 verses of the letter we find 59 imperatives or commands. 

• The writer is obviously an admirer of nature—he uses many illustrations from nature. 

• James has been compared to the OT prophet Amos because of the way he speaks out against 

social injustice (esp., 5:4-6). 

• The date of writing is not easy to pinpoint—most say either between A.D. 40 and 50 or else 

sometime in A.D. 62. 

• James does not specifically mention the place from which he writes, but clues indicate it was 

likely from Palestine… (1) Early and latter rain (5:7). (2) Springs producing sweet water and 

salt water (3:11). (3) Products of the land—wine, figs, and oil (3:12). (4) The nearby sea (1:6; 

3:4). (5) The hot winds (1:11). 

• The letter is addressed to: … The easiest THE TWELVE TRIBES WHICH ARE SCATTERED ABROAD
interpretation of that phrase is that James intended to be writing to Christians of a Jewish 

background who had scattered away from Jerusalem. Of course, the message from the Holy 

Spirit would be a message valuable to all men everywhere, but James may have especially 

sought to encourage his Jewish brethren with this epistle. 

• As far as PURPOSE of Writing is concerned, it seems that James, through his contact with 

Jewish Christians visiting Jerusalem, became aware of a need to strengthen and correct his 

Jewish brethren. They were facing many trials and temptations, and were evidently allowing 

these trials to affect their service to God, to His Son, and to His church. James loved these 

brethren and wanted them to mature and be strong and faithful servants of the Lord. (1) 

Perfect faith is born out of trials (1:1-18). (2) How the Word enters the heart (1:19-27). (3) 

Condemns Respect of Persons (2:1-13). (4) Faith Must be Accompanied by Works (2:14-26). 
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(5) Evidence of Maturity Can Be Shown by Controlling the Tongue (3:1-12). (6) False 

Wisdom Brings Confusion; True Wisdom Brings Peaceableness (3:13-28). (7) Temporal-

mindedness, Pride, and Quarrelsomeness Condemned (4:1-12). (8) Leaving God out of Your 

Plans is Wrong (4:13-17). (9) Encouraging Words for the Oppressed (5:1-11). (10) The Value 

of Prayer and Concern for Erring Brethren (5:12-20). 

• James 1:2-4… … “Just as with physical muscles, spiritual growth comes through COUNT IT ALL JOY
various types of exercise: study, prayers, self-examination, and reaching out to others in a sharing 

of the gospel.  But these verses penned by James teach us that another area of exercise is 

necessary for a Christian to develop to maturity.  Patience is the key.  James says that when the 

seeds of patience have germinated and grown to the point of bearing fruit, the fruit is named 

maturity and completeness, so the Christian from that point lacks nothing.  Therefore, James 

encourages us to LET patience have its perfect work.  LET indicates a submissiveness, a 

willingness to be molded by patience.  But backing up a little, what produces patience?  The 

TESTING of our faith.  No one knows his own strength until he has faced situations which 

challenge his faith.  What form does the challenge take?  Various trials (v. 2).  None of us 

volunteer to undergo trials.  In fact, we pray to be spared hardship of any kind.  We prefer no to 

be spiritually stressed or hurting.  Yet, James’ wording is, COUNT IT ALL JOY WHEN YOU FALL INTO 
.  The person of the world views negative experiences as disastrous blows.  The VARIOUS TRIALS

Christian feels the pain of the blows, certainly, but his perspective—even in the midst of pain—is 

to look for the areas of growth and strength which those hurts will bring to his life.  These words 

are not just flourishes in semantics.  The two perspectives in viewing trials, as experienced by the 

Christian and the non-Christian, are so real that they are in actuality the heads of two divergent 

roads.  The point of origin is TRIAL, but the road of the unbeliever passes through 

disheartenment to end in frustration and spiritual death, while the road the Christian follows, 

learning from hardship metered by God, wends its way through patience to end at the destination 

of maturity and completeness.  God help us to have strength always to look to the end of the road 

in thankfulness” [World Evangelism, Oct-Dec/1990, p. 6]. 

• James 1.5… WISDOM—“…wisdom is a practical thing. Wisdom is not philosophic 

speculation…Wisdom is wisdom for life.' (Barclay p. 53) In addition, "wisdom" is inherently 

connected with a right attitude towards God and His word (Proverbs 1:7; Proverbs 9:10; Proverbs 

15:33). 'The wisdom he speaks of here is not merely information, or simply education…The 

wisdom spoken of here is the ability to judge and evaluate sorrow and joy from God's standpoint, 

to view from God's perspective what comfort and pain mean, understanding wealth and poverty 

on a divine level.' (Draper p. 17) Wisdom is the ability to put into practice the principles and 

instructions given us in the revelation of God's word.' [Roberts p. 46] (Colossians 4:5)” 

[Commentaries by Mark Dunagan, 2011, an e-Sword Module].     |||||     “Having said that patient 

endurance of trials will lead to spiritual maturity, James seems to anticipate his readers' thoughts. 

Some would probably wonder how they could approach their trials with joy. They would feel that 

a greater wisdom than they possessed was required to have that joy. James says they should ask 

God for such wisdom, because he is a generous provider who will not reproach us for asking 

(James 1:5). Jesus told the listeners assembled on the mount, "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, 
and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, 
and to him who knocks it will be opened" (Matthew 7:7-11). The "wisdom" for which we should ask is 

the ability to rightly practice God's word in the opportunities life presents (James 3:13-18). The 

request of verse 5 must be made with full expectation of receiving (Hebrews 11:6). The one who 

doubts would be inwardly torn between believing God would provide and believing he would not. 

Such doubt would cause his whole life to be unstable like a wave driven in different directions by 

the wind (Compare Ephesians 4:14; Mark 11:24). That kind of man has no reason to expect God 

to answer his prayers. James calls this man double minded. This appears to be the first use of 
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these words in combination and serves as a good description of one with divided thinking (James 

1:6-8).” [Gary C. Hampton, Practical Christianity, 2012, an e-Sword Module]. 

• James 1.9… THE BROTHER OF LOW DEGREE—“All are brothers in Christ. However great is the 

difference in their financial standing, they meet on a common level in the Lord. There are are no 

caste systems in Christ. The disposition to elevate some to positions of eminence in the church 

and to relegate to the realm of obscurity ‘THE BROTHER OF LOW DEGREE,’ is wholly opposed to the 

spirit of Christianity and exceedingly wicked in the eyes of God” [Guy N. Woods, A Commentary 

on the Epistle of James, 1972, Gospel Advocate, p. 46]. 

• James 1.10… BUT THE RICH, IN THAT HE IS MADE LOW—“In demonstrating the maturity brought by 

patient endurance of trials, James uses the example of the poor and the rich brothers. The 

Christian who is poor can rejoice in his poverty because he is rich in Christ (Ephesians 1:3). The 

rich man in Christ should be humbled by the knowledge that all he has cannot buy an entrance to 

heaven. Instead of being independently wealthy, he is really dependent upon God for his wealth. 

This passage has much the same purpose as Paul's message to the slave and the free man in 1 

Corinthians 7:22.” [Gary C. Hampton]. 

• James 1.13… GOD CANNOT BE TEMPTED … NEITHER TEMPTETH HE ANY MAN—“This twofold 

explanation declares God's aloofness from any remote taint of sin and also affirms the fact that He 

does not act in any manner to entice or encourage man to violate Heavenly mandates.” [Bob 

Berard, in Studies in James, Editor: Dub McClish, 1990, p. 29]. 

• James 1.14… DRAWN AWAY OF HIS OWN LUST AND ENTICED—“The Bible’s description of sin argues 

against original sin and inherent total depravity. The Bible says that sin is an individual action 

with individual responsibility (James 1: 13). It is preceded by temptation, lust, and enticement— 

not by conception (James 1: 14-15). Paul calls sin a fact in men’s lives rather than a part of man’s 

nature (Romans 3:10-11, Romans 3.19), despite how some translations might suggest otherwise. 

In addition, Paul says that sin is something we introduce into the body, not something inherent 

with our bodies themselves (1 Corinthians 6:18) [Kevin Rhodes,  (2013-04-01). Why Do We...? 

Commonly Asked Questions, Editor: Samuel Willcut, (Annual Southwest Bible Lectures) (Kindle 

Locations 475-479). Hopkins Publishing. Kindle Edition]. 

• James 1.15… SIN, WHEN IT IS FINISHED, BRINGETH FORTH DEATH—“Lust and uncontrolled desire join 

and conceive an unwanted child called sin. Sin, like an unwanted child, is a direct result of our 

allowing our passions to run out of control. When sin grows up, it gives birth to death (James 

1:15; Romans 6:23). Thus, we have sin's lineage” [Gary C. Hampton]. 

• James 1.17… FROM THE FATHER OF LIGHTS, WITH WHOM IS NO VARIABLENESS—“…the lesson intended 

goes beyond the reference to literal lights in the skies and embraces all light, light both literal and 

figurative. God is, of course, the originator of lights and light. As He produced the heavenly 

bodies by waves of His omnipotent hand, so He also originates and freely bestows upon His 

children every perfect gift. From whatever source blessing may appear, it must ultimately be 

traced to Him” [Guy N. Woods, p. 67]. 

• James1.18… OF HIS OWN WILL BEGAT HE US WITH THE WORD OF TRUTH … A KIND OF FIRSTFRUITS—
“James describes Christians as being brought forth, like a baby being born, by the word of truth, 

or the gospel. "In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise" 

(Ephesians 1:13; Colossians 1:5-6). The very fact that these first century brethren were born to be 

‘firstfruits’ indicates that God expected many more to follow (Leviticus 23:10; Deuteronomy 

26:2). The sacrifice of the firstfruits was made in expectation of a good harvest to follow. It was a 

means of consecrating all of the harvest (Romans 11:16).” [Gary C. Hampton]. 

• James 1.21… FILTHINESS AND SUPERFLUITY OF NAUGHTINESS—“Lay apart signifies that a man must 

put his evil practices out of his life himself, and not expect God to work some special influence 

over him to purify him. All filthiness means any kind of impurity either of body or mind. 

Naughtiness is a stronger word than is usually attached to it, and means that which is injurious 
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and wicked. Superfluity signifies something that is extra or that is useless as an item of a man's 

character. The sentence denotes that any evil principle is such an item when it is a part of a man's 

conduct” [E.M. Zerr, Commentary by E.M. Zerr, 1952, an e-Sword Module]. 

• James 1.21… THE ENGRAFTED WORD, WHICH IS ABLE TO SAVE YOUR SOULS—“Thus, the word (a) must 

be RECEIVED: (b) the word must be received WITH MEEKNESS. The word, in the Scriptures, 

is often compared to seed (Luke 8.11); and seed, in order to germinate, must enter the soil. The 

seed-bed for the word of truth is the human heart; and into the heart the seed must fall; it is 

powerless to spring up into life otherwise. Those with hearts comparable to the wayside soil do 

not receive it; or if they receive it, in the rocky, barren ground into which it falls, it soon withers 

and dies; or, if it is received and springs up, the thorns (cares of this world, the deceitfulness of 

riches and the pleasures of this life), eventually choke it out (Matthew 13.1-9; Matthew 13.16-

23). Only those who receive the word ‘into an honest and god heart’ bring forth fruit (Luke 8.15) 

It would be well for each reader of these notes to ask himself or herself the question: ‘Do I profit 

by the word sown in my heart, or have I allowed my soul to become a roadway for the world until 

the seed (which is the word of God) cannot enter; or, if it enters is the ground so barren that it 

soon withers and fades; or, if it enters and grows, is it in danger of being crowded out by worldly 

affairs?” [Guy N. Woods, p. 81]. 

• James 1.23… LIKE UNTO A MAN BEHOLDING HIS NATURAL FACE IN A GLASS—“James then gives a 

parable to illustrate the point of verse 22. A person who looks in a mirror to check his appearance 

and then goes away without correcting the problems he sees is like one who only hears. Woods 

says the verb for ‘looks’ in verse 25 means ‘to stoop and look, to gaze intently.’ So, in contrast to 

the one who glances in the mirror and does nothing about the things he sees which are amiss, we 

have one who carefully examines himself intending to correct every flaw.” [Gary C. Hampton]. 

• James 1.25… WHOSO LOOKETH INTO THE PERFECT LAW OF LIBERTY, AND CONTINUETH THEREIN—“The 

New Testament is called a ‘perfect’ law, because: A. It is the final revelation of God to mankind 

(Hebrews 1:1-2; Jude 1:3). It is complete, needing no further revelation to finish what it started. 

B. It makes man ‘complete’ (2 Timothy 3:16-17), it enables a man or woman to stand before God 

and be all they need to be. C. It is the fulfillment of the Mosaic law. D. It gives mankind all that 

man needs to have a relationship with God and his fellowman (2 Peter 1:3). E. It prepares us 

perfectly for eternal life ” [Mark Dunagan]. 

• James 1.27… PURE RELIGION—“We learn early in the book of James that an unbridled tongue is a 

certain proof of a man being only ‘seemingly religious.’ James identified what he called ‘PURE 
RELIGION.’ He said, (1) Pure religion is valuable, but pretend religion is worthless. (2) The one 

who practices pure religion bridles his tongue. (3) The one who practices pure religion cares for 

widows and orphans. (4) The one who practices pure religion keeps himself unspotted from the 

world. And, (5) The one who practices pure religion cleanses himself of all filthiness” [Charles 

Box, Charles Box Commentaries, Walnut StreetChurchofChrist.org , an e-Sword Module]. 

• James 1.27… UNSPOTTED FROM THE WORLD—“One keeps ‘unspotted’ from the world by not 

allowing the spots of the world to be transferred to him. One cannot come into contact with dirt, 

without becoming dirty; in like fashion, it is impossible to participate in the things of the world, 

without being worldly” [Guy N. Woods, p. 102]. 

 

V.  Lessons & Applications. 

• James 1.2… —James points out that the recipients of this WHEN YE FALL INTO DIVERS TEMPTATIONS
letter, are having their faith tested—(01) It is tested by their attitude toward trials (1:2, 12-14). 

(02) It is tested by their attitude toward prayer (1:5-9; 4:3; 5:15-20). (03) It is tested by their 

attitude toward God (1:13-17). 04) It is tested by their attitude toward the word (1:19-27). (05) It 

is tested by their conduct in social relationships or practices (2:1-13). (06) It is tested by their 

good works (2:14-16). (07) It is tested by self-control (3:1-18). (08) It is tested by their reaction to 
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the world (4:1-5, 12). (09) It is tested by their attitude toward the rich (5:1-7). (10) It is tested by 

their patience (5:8-12). 

• James 1.5… LET HIM ASK OF GOD, THAT GIVETH TO ALL MEN LIBERALLY, AND UPBRAIDETH NOT—“This 

passage is one of the most comprehensive statements in the Bible touching God’s goodness in 

giving… If one lacks, let him ask. Who is it of us who does not lack not only wisdom, but all else 

needful for our well-being in this life? Being in this condition, let us ask of God. This statement 

might be translated, ‘If any of you come short of wisdom, let him ask of the giving God.’ What an 

encouraging description of God! ‘The giving God,’ the God who is accustomed to give, who is 

known among men and angels as the Giver. Note, too, the characteristics of our giving God: (1) 

He gives to all (who ask in faith); (2) He gives liberally—there is no miserly penuriousness in His 

giving; and (3) He never upbraids. This latter characteristic is so often wanting in us today. 

Human givers are so interested in their part of any giving transaction that a much solicited person 

is apt to do or say something that shall remind the receiver of his obligation. Even human parents 

sometimes do this. Our Father never upbraids. He never points to the misuse we have made of 

former gifts. He never tires of giving and never says when we continue to ask of him: ‘What! you 

here again? Can you never be satisfied? Where is the blessing I gave you last week? There seems 

to be no hour of the day or night that you are not asking something.” No! He never says such 

things to us. He is delighted to have us ask Him for the things we need. We must, however, ask in 

faith. To ask in faith is to ask according to His Word (Romans 10.17). …” [Guy N. Woods, 

Companion, 1994-95, p. 90]. 

• James 1.12… HE SHALL RECEIVE THE CROWN OF LIFE—“James 1.12 is our memory verse. In its 

beginning it is reminiscent of how the first Psalm begins as well as the preface to the Sermon on 

the Galilean Mount. The ‘Blessed’ in Psalm 1.1 and Matthew 5.3-10 depicts happiness and peace 

in the soul independent of external circumstances. Real joy comes from above and within—and 

not from below and without. The man under contemplation is blessed by enduring—not by 

yielding to temptation. When found approved he will be rewarded with life’s crown in the 

resurrection (Matthew 25.46). Paul spoke of the same as a ‘crown of righteousness’ and ‘incorruptible 
crown’ (2 Timothy 4.8; 1 Corinthians 9.25). Peter called it a ‘crown of glory’ (1 Peter 5.4). John, just 

as James did here, called it the ‘crown of life’ in his written message to struggling Christians in 

Smyrna (Revelation 2.10)” [Robert R. Taylor, Jr., Companion, 1990-1991, pp. 243-244]. 

• James 1.13… LET NO MAN SAY WHEN HE IS TEMPTED, I AM TEMPTED OF GOD—“Temptation, which God 

allows and Satan promotes, is common to all men (1 Corinthians 10.13). God’s justice and man’s 

ability to make choices (Joshua 24.15; Revelation 22.17) both demand that God not put a hedge 

around anyone (Job 1.10). God allowed Satan to tempt Adam and Eve in the garden (Genesis 3), 

Job, and Christ (Matthew 4: Luke 4). In the same manner, He permits everyone to be approached 

by the tempter (1 Thessalonians 3.5) with the same tools (1 John 2.17). God allows the test to 

prove; Satan entices with temptation to produce sin. Satan seems always to be present to be the 

tempter. Eve accused the devil of deceiving her (Genesis 3.13); Satan struck Job with his 

temptations (Job 2.7); Christ was tempted by Satan in person (Hebrews 2.18); and all men are 

tempted in like manner (Hebrews 4.18)” [Ben Flatt, The Behavior of Belief, 2012 FHU Lectures, 

p. 69]. 

• James 1.18… OF HIS OWN WILL BEGAT HE US WITH THE WORD OF TRUTH—“James 1.18, today’s 

memory verse, presents an airtight case for the power of God’s Word. In the context of it, James 

proved conclusively that God does not tempt (encourage) man to sin. Sin produces spiritual death, 

and God desires man’s redemption. The infamous birth depicted in James 1.15 results in the 

offspring of sin; the beautiful birth envisioned in verse 18 and elsewhere, such as John 3.3-7 and 

Titus 3.5, produces a child of God, a Christian, a citizen of God’s kingdom. Truth is the 

victorious way through which the power to redeem is channeled. No other power is capable of 

producing redemption” [Robert R. Taylor, Jr., Companion, pp., 139-140].  
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• James 1.23… THE MIRROR OF GOD by G.K. …BEHOLDING HIS NATURAL FACE IN A GLASS—
Wallace--The word of God is a mirror (James 1:23).  If we wish to see ourselves as God sees us, 

we must look into His word.  A day seldom passes that we do not look into a mirror to see what 

we look like.  As we look, we often see deformities--spots and wrinkles we would like to remove.  

Cosmetics will help the physical form, but no amount of "makeup" can cleanse the soul.  When 

we look into the word of God, we see ourselves as God will see us.  It is no wonder that we read 

the Bible so little that we forget what manner of men we are, rule out the necessity of repentance, 

and thus deceive our souls.  We need to "look into the perfect law of liberty" and continue therein 

and not be a "forgetful hearer but a doer that works; this man shall be blessed in his deed" (James 

1:25). A little boy took the Bible off of the table in his home and said, "Daddy, is this God's 

book?" "Yes," replied the father.  "That is God's book." The boy said, "Daddy, I think we better 

send it back to God, because we never read it." The Bible is not just a book in which to keep the 

family record and old letters.  It is designed to make us wise unto salvation (2 Tim 3:15).  By the 

word of God, we are sanctified (Jn 17:17).  It is God's begetting power (1 Pet 1:23).  It is "a lamp 

unto our feet and a light unto our pathway" (Ps 119:105).  Have we looked into God's mirror 

today?  If not, why not? 

• James 1.21-25… The word of God is PERFECT. In this passage …THE PERFECT LAW OF LIBERTY—
are four references to God’s revealed word... (1) “ .” (2) “ ” (3) ENGRAFTED WORD DOER OF THE WORD.
“ ” And, (4) “ ” This implanted or engrafted word is HEARER OF THE WORD. PERFECT LAW OF LIBERTY.
able to save the souls of men when the soil is suitable for the seed (Lk 8:9-15). However, in order 

to be saved we must continue to look into the perfect law of liberty. This perfect law of liberty is 

the gospel of Christ (Jas 2:8 + Mt 7:12). The Greek word for PERFECT in this passage means 

“fully accomplished or developed.” If the gospel is complete and able to save the souls of men, 

what need is there for any further revelation? We have no need for a new weapon to replace the 

sword of the Spirit, our need is to use that sword in the saving of lost souls and defending the 

faith. 

• James 1.27… PURE RELIGION AND UNDEFILED…--“The words  just written were written to people 

who were familiar with the elaborate rituals of the Jewish temple worship; and it was easy for 

them then, as it is for us now, to get the wrong impression regarding the true significance and 

value of religion. The prophet Amos had told the people of his day that they had sought to satisfy 

themselves with pleasing services; ‘but they had not been grieved for the affliction of Joseph’ (See 

Amos 6.1-6). It has never been God’s will for His people to attend merely to the ceremonies of 

religion, as such, while manifesting little or no feeling for the needs of their fellow men (Cf., 

Micah 6.6-8: Romans 12.13; Romans 15.25-26). James does not mean to say that to visit the 

fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world, is all there 

is to acceptable religion; but he does intend for us to get the idea that such is a practical 

demonstration of that which is necessary, if one is to please God” [Leslie G. Thomas, Teacher’s 

Annual Lesson Commentary, p. 266]. 

 

VI. Questions. 

True or False 

01. _____ The DOUBLE MINDED MAN is commended by James as being a generous Christian. 

02. _____ James teaches that we should be slow to speak. 

03. _____ God is the Source of every good gift. 

04. _____ The one who wavers will be granted wisdom. 

05. _____ God does not tempt man. 

Multiple Choice (Select the BEST Answer) 
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06. _____ Specifically, to whom was the Book of James written: (a) Twelve tribes scattered 

abroad; (b) Gentiles; (c) Romans.  

07. _____ Whenever sin is finished it brings forth: (a) pleasure; (b) death; (c) corruption. 

08. _____ James compares the rich man and his ways with: (a) a dark pool; (b) a bright light; (c) a 

withering plant. 

09. _____ The hearer who is not a doer is like a: (a) fool; (b) forgetter; (c) fault-finder. 

10. _____ Not to bridle the tongue causes one’s religion to be: (a) known; (b) wish-washy; (c) 

vain. 

Fill in the Blanks 

11. The wrath of man does NOT work the ___________________ of _________. 

12. James refers to himself in this letter as, “a _____________ of God and of the __________ 

Jesus Christ…” 

13. We are told to lay this apart: “…all ________________ and _________________ of 

naughtiness…” 

14. “_____________ is the man that ______________ temptation: for when he is tried, he shall 

receive the ___________ of __________.” 

15. “But be ye ___________ of the word, and not _____________ only, deceiving your own 

selves.” 

  

Each Question is worth 7 Points 

My Score is:  ________ 

Answers will be found on next week’s handout 
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VII. Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc.  See if you can 

find them all.  The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be!  You might 

be surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths.  THANK YOU for 

the good effort you are putting forth in Bible study.  –DRL 

 

 
 

 

AWAY BLESSED BRETHREN BRINGETH DOER 

EVERY FAITH FLOWER FORTH GRASS 

HEARER LIKE LORD LUST NEITHER 

NOTHING PATIENCE PERFECT RECEIVE RICH 

TEMPTATION TEMPTED TRIED WHEN WORD 

WORK WORKETH    
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle. 

 

 

 

  

James 1 (KJV)  

  1             

      2         

3    4       5    

    6           

               

               

               

       7        

               

              8 

      9     10    

 11              

               

               

  12             

ACROSS 

02) Driven with the ____ and tossed. 
03) The word is able to save your ____. 
06) Modifies religion. 
07) Slow to ____. 
10) Be swift to do this. 
11) Lay aside all of it. 
12) Reward for endurance. 

DOWN 

01) Begotten with the word of ____. 
02) Part of pure religion is to visit them. 
03) Greetings sent to the 12 ____ tribes. 
04) A degree of naughtiness. 
05) The flower of the grass does it. 
08) ____ with the wind and tossed. 
09) The sun is no sooner ____. 
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IX. EXTRA CREDIT FOR “SUPER” Bible Students... 
Will you please consider answering these three SIMPLE questions based on the Bible text of this 

chapter? I will try to make use of your answers. Bring them with you next week. Tear out this last 

sheet from the Study Guide and be prepared to put it in a basket. I think it will be a great help to all 

of those in the class if you will do so. Thank you in advance for your marvelous cooperation! 
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A Study of James 2 

I. Outline.  
1. Partiality toward the rich is wrong (James 2:1-4). 

2. God loves the poor, too (5). 

3. Other reasons not to exalt the rich above the poor (6-7). 

4. The royal law (8). 

5. Offending in one point (9-12). 

6. Judgment without mercy (13). 

7. Faith and works (14-26). 

 

II. Summary. 

There are two main subjects in this chapter: Favoritism and the relationship between faith and works.  

James stresses in very bold and clear statements that the showing of favoritism is a serious sin and 

will cause one to be lost.  In the second section, James makes clear that a faith that is not active and 

accompanied by works is a dead faith and that kind of faith WILL NOT save anyone. 

 

III. Chronology. 

BIBLE PERIOD:  The Period of the Church. 

If you are not familiar with the 15 Bible Periods, please click here: 

https://maplehillchurchofchrist.files.wordpress.com/2018/05/15bibleperiods.pdf   

 

IV. Words/Phrases to Study 

• James 2:1…   “Although there is clearly nothing wrong with being rich, WITH RESPECT OF PERSONS
there may be plenty wrong with the method of becoming rich; and the riches themselves can 

become the most terrible curse to befall a man. It is against this arrogancy that tempts the rich that 

God speaks. It is against this method of oppression that makes a man rich that God speaks. It is 

against over-rating riches and thus underrating all spiritual values that God warns. It is the love of 

money that is the root of all kinds of evil, says the Lord; and this constitutes a form of idolatry as 

adulterous in God’s sight as falling down before the dumb stone idols. Of all this the Christian 

must be constantly aware, lest his tendency to over-evaluate money and what money can buy 

completely blind him to the true riches from God. Treasures in heaven do not consist of things 

that decay, are made with hands and purchased with money” [Donald Fream, A Chain of Jewels 

from James & Jude, Bible Study Textbook Series, p. 68]. 

• James 2:2… —“The Greek here is, filthy, foul; the meaning of the passage is, in VILE RAIMENT
sordid, shabby clothes. The reference here seems to be, not to those who commonly attended on 

public worship, or who were members of the church, but to those who might accidentally drop in 

to witness the services of Christians. See 1 Corinthians 14:24” [Barnes’ Notes on the Bible].  Cf., 

Matthew 19:21. 

• James 2.4… —ARE YE NOT THEN PARTIAL IN YOURSELVES, AND ARE BECOME JUDGES OF EVIL THOUGHTS?
“There has been considerable difference of opinion respecting this passage, yet the sense seems 

not to be difficult. There are two ideas in it: one is, that they showed by this conduct that they 

took it upon themselves to be judges, to pronounce on the character of men who were strangers, 

and on their claims to respect, (compare Mt 7:1;) the other is, that in doing this, they were not 

guided by just rules, but that they did it under the influence of improper "thoughts." They did it 

not from benevolence; not from a desire to do justice to all according to their moral character; but 

from that improper feeling which leads us to show honour to men on account of their external 

appearance, rather than their real worth. The wrong in the case was in their presuming to "judge" 

these strangers at all, as they practically did by making this distinction, and then by doing it under 

the influence of such an unjust rule of judgment. The sense is, that we have no right to form a 
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decisive judgment of men on their first appearance, as we do when we treat one with respect and 

the other not; and that when we make up our opinion in regard to them, it should be by some 

other means of judging than the question whether they can wear gold rings, and dress well, or not 

[Barnes, Notes, Kindle Edition, Christian Classics Ethereal Library. (Kindle locations: 139035-

139044)]. 

• James 2:5…  —“Christ did not teach that the poor are saved HATH NOT GOD CHOSEN THE POOR
because of their poverty, nor that the rich are condemned because of their wealth; and yet the 

singular fact may not be denied that in the journey required of all that they leave everything for 

the Master, the poor having less distance to go, in greater numbers find the Lord of glory” [James 

Burton Coffman’s Commentaries].  Cf., 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14; Psalm 68:10; Psalm 69:33; 

Psalm 140:12. 

• James 2.7… —“The rich DO NOT THEY BLASPHEME THAT WORTHY NAME BY THE WHICH YE ARE CALLED?
not only typically oppose Christians, they also typically speak against Christ. This was true in 

James' world as it is in ours. It is inconsistent to give special honor to those who despise the Lord 

whom believers love and serve. To blaspheme or slander (Gr. blasphemeo) means to mock 

deliberately or to speak contemptuously of God” [Thomas L. Constable, Dr. Constable’s Bible 

Study Notes, An e-Sword Module]. 

• James 2:8… —“There are numerous reasons why it may be so described.  (1) It is THE ROYAL LAW
the law of the kingdom of Christ; and, in summary, involves man’s entire duty to those about 

him; (2) it is a law which originates with the King of the universe; (3) it stands at the head of all 

other laws respecting man’s obligation to his fellows; (4) it surpasses in nobility, all other 

obligations, and leads to the fulfillment of all others (Gal 6:2).  Thus, whether James meant that it 

is a law such as is proper even for kings to follow; or, that it is the king of all other laws, his 

purpose is quite obvious, the design being to indicate the supreme position which this law should 

have in the hearts and lives of us all” [Guy N. Woods, A Commentary on the Epistle of James, p. 

119]. 

• James 2:10… —“The meaning is, he stands condemned by all of the law when he GUILTY OF ALL
violates any portion of it. … The vital lesson taught here is that all of the law of God is pertinent 

to us, and that we must not feel at liberty to tamper with any portion thereof” [Guy N. Woods, pp. 

122-24]. 

• James 2:12… —“… in that it leads to liberty for those formerly enslaved by sin” LAW OF LIBERTY
[Guy N. Woods, p. 127]. 

• James 2.13… —“Here again HE SHALL HAVE JUDGMENT WITHOUT MERCY, THAT HATH SHEWED NO MERCY
are the clearest echoes of our Saviour’s words (Matthew 6:1-2, et seq.), and a reference, we can 

hardly doubt, to His well-known parable (Matthew 18:21-35); and we must remember, further, 

that “the unforgiving temper, apart from all outward wrong, constitutes the sin of the unmerciful 

servant;” opportunity only being lacking for its full effect. The pitiless are usually cowards, and 

may well be moved by fear, if they will not by love: “I will repay, saith the Lord” (Romans 

12:19)” [E.G. Punchard, in A Bible Commentary for English Readers, Editor: Charles Ellicott, An 

e-Sword Module]. 

• James 2:24… —“The allegation that Paul taught justification by faith only AND NOT BY FAITH ONLY
and is in conflict with James is utterly false; there is a vast difference between the doctrine of 

justification by faith (which Paul and James both taught, Rom 5:1; James 2:20-22) and the 

doctrine of justification by faith only, which neither of them taught.  We have seen earlier 

that the faith that saves is one that expresses itself in obedience to the commands of God.  Faith, 

apart from works, is dead, barren, vain (James 2:17, 20, 26).  Justification is by faith (Romans 

3:28; 5:1).  This faith which justifies is either WITH, or WITHOUT, works.  If it is WITH works, 

it is not by faith only; and it blesses only when accompanied by the works which perfect it.  If it is 

WITHOUT works, salvation results from a faith that is dead.  But, a faith that is dead is barren 

(unproductive of life whatsoever).  There is no salvation on the basis of a dead faith.  A faith that 
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can save is neither barren nor dead.  But, faith, without works, is both barren and dead.  It 

follows, therefore, that salvation is not by faith only” [Guy N. Woods, p. 147, emphasis mine, 

DRL]. 

 

V.  Lessons & Applications. 

1. James 2.1 .  This matter may seem to some to be an insignificant …WITH RESPECT OF PERSONS
problem, however, there is nothing that the Scriptures deal with that is in that category.  

Evidently James knew of a need to make a correction among the brethren regarding this 

matter.  It was very serious because James spent thirteen verses in dealing with it.  We must 

appreciate the seriousness of showing respect to all people for their inherent worth and 

dignity.  All are made in the image of God (Gen 1:27) and have a soul which is valuable to the 

Lord (Mt 16:26).  We may have a natural tendency to value more highly friendships with the 

rich and powerful, but this is something we must NOT do. 

2. James 2.7  .  Sometimes denominational people, …THAT WORTHY NAME BY WHICH YE ARE CALLED
who cannot find their names in the Bible make light of such by saying, “There’s nothing in a 

name.”  Of course, they understand clearly that such is not the case in everyday life, but they 

somehow want to say it with regard to their religion.  James, by inspiration, tells us that the 

name CHRISTIAN is a WORTHY NAME.  We should want to wear it without any 

hyphenated additions. 

3. James 2.10  .  The very idea that there are some commands of God that …HE IS GUILTY OF ALL
can be overlooked and all will be well is refuted here.  It is not “cafeteria-style” that we go 

about obeying the commands of God. 

4. James 2.12    Yes, it is the law of SO SPEAK YE, AND SO DO, AS THEY THAT SHALL BE JUDGED…
liberty, but that law of liberty is to be followed in order to have the freedom from the guilt of 

sin.  There is coming a judgment day and the basis of the judgment will be the word of Christ 

(John 12:48).  Our lives must be lived in a way that recognizes that some day we will stand 

before the Lord for judgment. 

5. James 2.13    If anyone has given the slightest consideration to …JUDGMENT WITHOUT MERCY…
the power of God that is revealed in the written word, this should be a most FRIGHTENING 

statement.  The very thought of absolutely no mercy from Almighty God should cause each 

and every one of us to show mercy toward others!!! 

6. James 2.17    It matters not how many times MEN …FAITH IF IT HAVE NOT WORKS IS DEAD…
may say that we are saved by faith ONLY, the Bible still says it is not so.  The great faith 

chapter should demonstrate clearly to all people that the kind of faith that saves is an active 

and obedient faith.  Hebrews 11 and James 2 should have long ago put away the concept of 

salvation by FAITH ONLY, but sadly, many still persist in this doctrine of men which will 

cause the loss of many souls! 

 

VI. Questions. 

True or False 

01. _____ The words FAITH ONLY never appear in the Bible together. 

02. _____ We will be judged by the law of liberty. 

03. _____ Both Abraham and Rahab were justified by works. 

04. _____ Rich men blasphemed the name Christian. 

05. _____ Abraham was called the Friend of God. 

Multiple Choice (Select the BEST Answer) 
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06. _____ Like the body without the spirit, faith without works is: (a) strange; (b) dead; (c) not 

pleasing. 

07. _____ What kind of poor has God chosen according to James: (a) poorest of the poor; (b) all 

of them; (c) those rich in faith. 

08. _____ The kind of faith James talks about is a faith that does: (a) profit; (b) not profit. 

09. _____ The person whom the Lord will judge without mercy is that person who: (a) doesn’t 

care; (b) has shown no mercy to others; (c) blasphemes. 

10. _____ By faith Abraham’s faith was made: (a) perfect; (b) observable; (c) clean. 

Fill in the Blanks 

11. James says that the name his recipients were wearing was ____________. 

12. “Ye see then how that by ___________ a man is justified, and not by ___________  

__________.” 

13. “What doth it ___________, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not 

___________? can faith save him? 

14. We should not have the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ with _____________ of 

_____________. 

15. …I will show thee my faith by my ___________.” 

Each Question is worth 7 Points 

My Score is:  ________ 

Answers will be found on next week’s handout 

 

ANSWERS to James 1 Questions… 01—False (8); 02—True (19); 03—True (17); 04—False (5-7); 

05—True (13); 06—a (1); 07—b (15); 08—c (10-11); 09—b (23-24); 10—c (26);  11—

righteousness, God (20); 12—servant, Lord (1); 13—filthiness, superfluity (21); 14—blessed, 

endureth, crown, life (12); 15—doers, hearers, (2). 
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VII. Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc.  See if you can 

find them all.  The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be!  You might 

be surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths.  THANK YOU for 

the good effort you are putting forth in Bible study.  –DRL 

 
 

 

ADULTERY ALSO BECOME BELIEVE BRETHREN 

CALLED COME COMMIT DEAD FAITH 

FULFIL GOOD HERE JUDGES JUSTIFIED 

LORD LOVE MERCY PERSONS POOR 

RESPECT RICH SAID SCRIPTURE SHEW 

THEN THERE TRANSGRESSOR WELL WORKS 
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle. 

 

 

 

  

James 2 (KJV) 

   1    2        

       3        

               

           4    

      5         

  6             

7               

        8       

               

             9  

        10       

11               

               

               

       12        

ACROSS 

01) She sent them out another way. 
03) To ____ the law in one point makes 

one guilty of all. 
04) Coupled with another verb, 

OPPRESS. 
06) In Hebrews 11, they are spies, here… 
08) He’s the lord of glory. 
11) The rich do this to that worthy name. 
12) If ye have ____ to persons, ye 

commit sin.    

DOWN 

01) Abraham’s faith was imputed to him 
for it. 

02) It without the spirit is dead. 
04) Coupled with naked. 
05) Having no ____ leads to receiving 

no ____. 
07) If there come into your ____ a man 

with a gold ring. 
09) Rahab’s occupation. 
10) Depart in ____, be ye warmed and 

filled. 
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IX. EXTRA CREDIT FOR “SUPER” Bible Students... 
Will you please consider answering these three SIMPLE questions based on the Bible text of this 

chapter? I will try to make use of your answers. Bring them with you next week. Tear out this last 

sheet from the Study Guide and be prepared to put it in a basket. I think it will be a great help to all 

of those in the class if you will do so. Thank you in advance for your marvelous cooperation! 

 

 

  



  A Study of James………………..………………………………………………………………………….Page 19 of 45 

Created by: David Lemmons  btcJames                      Available Online at:  http://maplehillchurchofchrist.blog  

 

A Study of James 3 

I. Outline.  
1. Teachers have a heavy responsibility (James 3.1) 

2. The relationship between maturity and control of the tongue (2). 

3. The need for control of the tongue (3-6). 

4. The difficulty of controlling the tongue (9-12). 

5. The tongue can be inconsistent (9-12). 

6. True and false wisdom (13-18). 

 

II. Summary. 

This chapter begins with a warning to teachers.  Obviously it would not be the design of James to 

discourage faithful Christians from being teachers, but rather to help them contemplate the 

seriousness of the work of teaching.  Next James discusses the importance of caution in the use of the 

tongue which is a small member, but can cause tremendous harm when it proceeds out of control.  It 

is obvious that James had been influenced by the teaching of Jesus in that he uses many simple 

illustrations from familiar day-to-day experience to bring across his points, just as Jesus had done in 

His teaching.  In verses 9-12, there is a powerful description of a problem often present in our lives—

INCONSISTENCY in the use of the tongue.  How wrong it is to use the tongue to praise the Lord in 

holy tones and then go out and curse our fellow human beings who are made in the image of God!  

James tells us that the truly wise man is the one who demonstrates his wisdom by the way he lives.  

Also, the person whose life is characterized by bitter envying and strife is following a wisdom that is 

earthly, sensual, and devilish.  A beautiful description is given of TRUE WISDOM. 

 

III. Chronology. 

BIBLE PERIOD:  The Period of the Church. 

If you are not familiar with the 15 Bible Periods, please click here: 

https://maplehillchurchofchrist.files.wordpress.com/2018/05/15bibleperiods.pdf   

 

If James was written around A.D. 48-49, the following events recorded in Acts and other secular 

historical documents were happening: (1) Paul and Barnabas return to Antioch in Syria. (2) Paul and 

Barnabas attend the meeting about circumcision in Jerusalem, recorded in Acts 15. (3) Claudius 

expels Jews from Rome, Acts 18.2. (4) Seneca becomes Nero’s tutor. (5) Paul’s letter to the Galatians 

was written [My source: The Chronological Study Bible, Thomas Nelson, Kindle version, Location: 

62948].  

 

IV. Words/Phrases to Study 

• James 3… “In chapter 3 this demand for a productive faith is continued, but with a difference.  

James insists that a living faith also must produce an inward result, the development of self-

control.  And this power of self-control is tested most readily in the matter of controlling the 

tongue.  James agreed with Jesus (Mt 12:34-37) that a man’s words are the revelation of his inner 

character.  As the organ of speech, a man’s use of his tongue provides a ready revelation of his 

inner nature, for ‘out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh’ (Mt 12:34).  The power of 

speech is one of God’s greatest gifts to men, and believers must be on constant guard against the 

perverted use of this mighty gift.  James relates the control of the tongue to the Christian teacher 

(v. 1) and then to the believer generally (v. 1)” [D. Edmond Hiebert, Tests of a living Faith, p. 

203]. 

• James 3:1… BE NOT MANY MASTERS—“Then I’11 never be a teacher, you may affirm.  But let me 

remind any who think to avoid condemnation through avoiding responsibility: God instructed the 

older women to teach the younger. God instructed the elders to be ‘apt to teach.’ God instructed 
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parents to teach their children, and condemned parents who did not do so. Although the ‘rabbi’ 

(teacher) referred to here can be a teacher resident: in a congregation, or a traveling missionary, 

James in no way indicates that the teacher is an officer within the church. Rather, he is one who 

takes on a work and a responsibility.  To try to avoid entirely the responsibility of teaching might 

in some ways be comparable to the person who says, ‘I fear to become a Christian lest I should 

backslide and my later state as a sinner be worse than my present state as a sinner’” [Donald 

Fream, A Chain of Jewels from James & Jude, Bible Study Textbook Series, p. 117].     |||||     “If 

people are taught, it is implied that there must be teachers.  In fact, both the need to be taught and 

the need to be teachers are set out in Hebrews 5:12-14.  However, there has ever been a 

temptation to some to teach, who, ‘desiring to be teachers of the law, they understand neither 

what they say, nor whereof they confidently affirm” (1 Tim 1:7)” [Garland Elkins, “The Teacher 

and His Tongue,” in Studies in James, edited by Dub McClish, p. 134]. 

• James 3:2… IN MANY THINGS WE OFFEND ALL.  ASV has here: “For in many things we all stumble.”  

ESV has: “For we all stumble in many ways.”  “We all offend. The word here rendered offend, means 

to stumble, to fall; then to err, to fail in duty; and the meaning here is, that all were liable to 

commit error, and that this consideration should induce men to be cautious in seeking an office 

where an error would be likely to do so much injury” [Barnes’ Notes on the Bible].   

• James 3:3… BITS IN THE HORSES’ MOUTHS—“Such a simple illustration makes the point quite clear. 

When we have controlled the direction of the horse’s mouth, we have controlled the direction of 

his entire body. There is no need to make the application to the tongue and our own bodies, for 

any creature who could speak could also understand the meaning.  Our action, however, is often 

as though we did not understand.  We so glibly and carelessly use the tongue, as if it were of no 

consequence whatsoever” [Donald Fream, A Chain of Jewels from James & Jude, Bible Study 

Textbook Series, p. 118]. 

• James 3:6… AND THE TONGUE IS A FIRE—Cf., Ps 57:4; 120:3-4; Prov 16:27; 26:18-21.  a world of 

iniquity—“James further characterizes the tongue as ‘the world of iniquity’ (ho kosmos tes 

adikias).  The term ‘world’ has a root meaning of adorning or adornment; it is used of a woman’s 

attire in 1 Peter 3:3” [D. Edmond Hiebert, Tests of a living Faith, p. 214].     |||||     “People today 

must come to realize the power contained in the tongue and channel it to the saving of mankind 

rather than using it to destroy, defame, and demean. … Peter Commanday, an instructor in the 

New York City schools’ Division of School Safety, is one of the compilers of a dictionary of 

slang, to be used by the city’s educators in order to be able to understand and control their highly 

colloquial and often unruly students.  He is quoted in the following newspaper story: ‘Educators 

and other school personnel must understand the lingo because much of the violence and other 

trouble in school begins with talk.  The human tongue, Commanday insists, ‘is the most volatile, 

dangerous weapon brought into a school building” [James E. Rogers, “The Power and Evil of the 

Unrestrained Tongue,” in Studies in James, edited by Dub McClish, p. 144].  AND SETTETH ON FIRE 
THE COURSE OF NATURE—“There is much discussion as to what this phrase means.  …  It seems to 

me that James was simply saying that if one allows his tongue to be unrestrained, the effects will 

reach into every part of his life.  This is certainly proved by everyday experience.  A wrong word 

scorches or consumes and the effects are felt for many years to come” [Ibid, p. 149]. 

• James 3:7… IS TAMED AND HATH BEEN TAMED—“…(damazetai, present passive indicative) is, 

literally, ‘is continually being tamed.’  The dominion which Adam was to exercise over all the 

animals was not to be limited to him, or to his day; it was to be exercised by mankind through all 

succeeding ages. … Though able to subdue the brute creation, man does not always control 

himself!” [Guy N. Woods, A Commentary on the Epistle of James, p. 167-68]. 

• James 3:8… THE TONGUE CAN NO MAN TAME—“… he did not mean (a) that man, being unable to 

control his tongue, is therefore excused for any abuses which may result from its improper use; 

nor (b) that God assigns an impossible task, yet demands that it be done. … It may be 

successfully restrained for forty years, but in an unguarded moment leap out a dangerous and 
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hurtful thing.  This statement of James was intended to teach us that we must ever exercise 

ceaseless vigilance in all matters pertaining to the tongue” [Guy N. Woods, A Commentary on the 

Epistle of James, p. 168]. 

• James 3:12… “The fig, the olive, and the vine were the three chief natural products of Palestine.  

James’ appeal to these familiar objects is another instance of his ability to draw needed spiritual 

lessons from the material world around him” [D. Edmond Hiebert, Tests of a living Faith, p. 225]. 

• James 3:15… THIS WISDOM DESCENDETH NOT FROM ABOVE—“In 1 Corinthians 1—2, Paul, in 

rebuking the quarreling Corinthians, makes a clear distinction between two kinds of wisdom: ‘the 

wisdom of the world’ (1 Cor 1:20; 1 Cor 2:5-6) and ‘the wisdom of God’ (1 Cor 1:24; 1 Cor 2:7)” 

[D. Edmond Hiebert, Tests of a living Faith, p. 231]. 

• James 3:17… WITHOUT PARTIALITY—“It is formed from the common verb diakrino, basically 

meaning ‘to divide,’ with the letter alpha prefixed, giving it a negative quality.  … the meaning is 

that this wisdom acts consistently; it does not take one position in one circumstance and another 

in a different one.  It is then the direct opposite of the duplicity of an uncontrolled tongue as 

described in verses 9-12” [D. Edmond Hiebert, Tests of a living Faith, p. 236]. 

• James 3:18… FRUIT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS IS SOWN IN PEACE—“It is the responsibility of all—

particularly teachers and preachers—to cultivate peace by sowing good deeds which are 

expressions of righteousness.  The fruit of righteousness is a holy life.  This is sown in peace, not 

in strife, conflict, and war.  Peace is conducive to the spread of the truth, and contributes to it; 

whereas, strife, division, faction, and partyism hinder and restrain it.  Here, again, we observe the 

close connection between the Epistle of James and the Sermon on the Mount (Mt 5:9; Js 3:18)” 

[Guy N. Woods, A Commentary on the Epistle of James, p. 196]. 

 

V.  Lessons & Applications. 

1. James 3.1 BE NOT MANY MASTERS.  Some in the early church wanted to be teachers before they 

knew anything themselves (1 Tm 1:6-7).  If we keep in mind that James 1:1 indicates that this 

epistle was sent mainly to Christians of a Jewish background, we will also realize that the teacher 

in the assembly of the church (for these recipients) took the place of the Jewish Rabbi.  The 

Jewish Rabbi was treated with the utmost respect (e.g., It was held that a man’s duty to his Rabbi 

exceeded his duty to his parents).  His very name means, “MY GREAT ONE.”  It was considered 

by the Jews an especially pious and meritorious work to take a Rabbi into the household and see 

to his every need.  Because of this background, it was very easy for teaches to develop prideful 

spirits, and enter into the work of teaching without considering its weighty responsibilities.  There 

are at least two major problems to be avoided by the Bible teacher: (1) Distorting the truth by 

twisting truth or teaching one’s own opinions (Gal 1:6-9; 2 Pet 2:1); (2) Contradicting his 

teaching by his manner of life (Rom 2:21-22; Gal 2:4).  James would have all Christians to 

consider very carefully the grave and serious responsibility which rests on the shoulders of one 

who would teach God’s Word. 

2. James 3.2  …ABLE TO BRIDLE THE WHOLE BODY.  This verse seems to present the matter of 

controlling the tongue to us as a great challenge or goal to pursue.  It is stating that it is one of the 

most difficult matters of Christian living to control our tongues and that when we have become 

successful in gaining such control, we should be able to do many great things. 

3. James 3.3-4  …BITS IN THE HORSES’ MOUTH … TURNED WITH A VERY SMALL HELM…  The obvious 

comparison here in these two illustrations is SIZE.  A bit is very small in comparison to the 

massive body of a horse; a helm is very small in comparison to the rest of a ship; the tongue is 

small in comparison to the rest of the human body.  However, even though these three items are, 

relatively speaking, small, we must not discount the POWER each of the three represent.  We 

need to think along these lines regarding the use of our tongues and be sure that we understand 

the power for good or evil that our words have.  The Christian is to avoid certain uses of the 

tongue: (1) Cursing (Ex 20:7; Eph 4:29; Ps 111:9; Mt 6:9); (2) Slang (Col 3:8; Eph 5:11; 1 Ths 
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5:22; (3) Filthy Stories (Eph 4:29; Col 3:8); (4) Jesting [i.e., telling that which suggests evil]—

Eph 5:3-4.  Jesus warns that we must give account for the words which we use (Mt 12:36-37). 

4. James 3.5 …HOW GREAT A MATTER A LITTLE FIRE KINDLETH.  In the illustration of the bridle and the 

rudder, there is CONTROLLED effect, but here the illustration is of UNCONTROLLED effect.  

It takes only one little match to destroy the most beautiful home!  On carelessly tossed cigarette 

can wipe out a forest.  How much more serious is the damage done by the wicked, uncontrolled 

tongue! 

5. James 3.8  …FULL OF DEADLY POISON.  This may be a reference to Ps 140:3.  While fire is an open 

force (easily recognized), poison is a subtle force.  Poison would be a good word to describe the 

deadly work of a vicious tongue.  Gossip, slander, and backbiting would fall under the category of 

being illustrated by the word POISON! 

6. James 3.9  THEREWITH BLESS WE GOD, … AND THEREWITH CURSE WE MEN.  The very same tongues 

which so often blessed God were the very same tongues and mouths which cursed fellowmen.  In 

verses 9-12 James very powerfully points out the inconsistency of doing this.  Many a man speaks 

with perfect courtesy to strangers or business customers, but then snaps with impatient irritability 

at his own family.  It has not been unknown for a woman to speak with sweet graciousness at a 

worship assembly and then to go outside to murder someone’s reputation with a gossipy tongue.  

James wants his readers to see and understand HOW FOOLISH and INCONSISTENT and 

DISPLEASING TO GOD it is for men to offer praises to Him on the one hand and then to curse 

man.  God has not left us without guidelines for acceptable use of the tongue (Js 1:19; Js 2:12; 1 

Pt 3:10; Js 1:26).  The lesson here is that blessing and cursing from the same mouth reveal that 

the blessing is corrupted. 

7. James 3.13  …LET HIM SHOW OUT OF A GOOD CONVERSATION…  The truly wise man will show his 

wisdom through the good life that he lives. James teaches in verse 13 that if one has wisdom, then 

it will be demonstrated in the life that he lives: (1) Evidence when false wisdom is in control (vv. 

14-16); (2) Evidence when true wisdom is in control (vv. 17-18).  Bitter and arrogant wisdom is 

very different from real wisdom.  When meekness is not present, this is evidence that wisdom is 

not present as well.  One of the words that Jesus used to describe Himself was the word MEEK 

(Mt 11:29).  We must follow His example by imitating His meekness in our relations with 

fellowmen (1 Pt 2:21).  The tongue is certainly a very powerful member.  The exercise of self-

control in the use of it MUST be our constant task all the days of our lives.  “In the mouth of the 

foolish is a rod of pride: but the lips of the wise shall preserve them” (Proverbs 14:3). 

 

VI. Questions. 

True or False 

01. _____ The tongue can be tamed. 

02. _____ Wisdom from above is first pure. 

03. _____ James likens the tongue to the bit that is in the horse’s mouth. 

04. _____ Salt water and fresh water does not come from the same fountain. 

05. _____ Men are made after the similitude of God. 

 

Multiple Choice (Select the BEST Answer) 

06. _____ That wisdom which does not come from above is earthly, sensual, and: (a) devilish; (b) 

damning; (c) destructive. 

07. _____ A big ship can be turned by a very small: (a) man; (b) helm; (c) wheel. 
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08. _____ Blessing and cursing from the same mouth is something that ought: (a) to be stopped; 

(b) to continue; (c) not so to be. 

09. _____ In this chapter about the tongue, the word CONVERSATION is used to mean: (a) 

words spoken between one or more people; (b) behavior. 

10. _____ (a) Confusion; (b) Every evil work; (c) happiness; (d) a & b—is the result of envying 

and strife. 

Fill in the Blanks 

11. “My brethren, be not many _____________ ...” 

12. “Behold how ___________ a matter a little __________ kindleth.” 

13. “But the ____________ can no man __________; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly 

____________.” 

14. The wisdom that comes from above is first __________. 

15. A bit is a ___________ thing in comparison to the large body of a horse. 

  

Each Question is worth 7 Points 

My Score is:  ________ 

Answers will be found on next week’s handout 

 

ANSWERS to James 2 Questions… 01—False (24); 02—True (12); 03—True (21, 25); 04—True 

(7); 05—True (23); 06—b (26); 07—c (5); 08—a (16); 09—b (13); 10—a (22);  11—worthy (7); 

12—works, faith, only (24); 13—profit, works (14); 14—respect, persons (1); 15—works (18). 
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VII. Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc.  See if you can 

find them all.  The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be!  You might 

be surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths.  THANK YOU for 

the good effort you are putting forth in Bible study.  –DRL 

 
 

 

ALSO BEHOLD BITTER BLESS BODY 

BRETHREN CURSE EVEN EVERY EVIL 

FIRE FOUNTAIN FRUIT FULL GOOD 

GREAT LITTLE MANY MEMBER MOUTH 

OFFEND SAME TAME THEREWITH THINGS 

TONGUE TURN WATER WHOLE WISDOM 

     

 

ANAGRAMS:  Seven four-letter words can be formed from the letters of the word TONGUE.  Can you find 

them all?... (1) ___ ___ ___ ___; (2) ___ ___ ___ ___; (3) ___ ___ ___ ___;  

  

 (4) ___ ___ ___ ___; (5) ___ ___ ___ ___; (6) ___ ___ ___ ___; (7) ___ ___ ___ ___. 
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle. 

 

 

 

 

  

James 3 (KJV): From Your Friends at Maple Hill Church of Christ 
Solutions at: http://maplehillchurchofchrist.blog  

3960 Scale RD, Benton, KY 42025-7875  Phone: 270.527.2744   

1   2            

         3      

  4   5          

               

6         7      

               

8  9             

               

       10   11     

               

               

    12         13  

               

       14        

               

ACROSS 

01) Is and has been tamed. 
04) Out of the same mouth ____ blessing 

and cursing. 
07) Wisdom from above is full of this. 
08) Its fruit is sown in peace. 
10) The tongue is a ____ of iniquity. 
12) Men are made after the ____ of God. 
14) A ____ does not bear figs. 

DOWN 

02) Wisdom from above is first ____. 
03) It’s very small. 
05) Modified by “greater.” 
06) Wisdom from above is without this. 
09) The helm turns the ship wherever 

the ____ listeth. 
11) The tongue is this kind of member. 
13) Wisdom from above is ____ to be 

intreated. 
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IX. EXTRA CREDIT FOR “SUPER” Bible Students... 
Will you please consider answering these three SIMPLE questions based on the Bible text of this 

chapter? I will try to make use of your answers. Bring them with you next week. Tear out this last 

sheet from the Study Guide and be prepared to put it in a basket. I think it will be a great help to all 

of those in the class if you will do so. Thank you in advance for your marvelous cooperation! 
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A Study of James 4 

I. Outline.  
1. The friend of the world is the enemy of God (James 4.1-5). 

2. God resists the proud (6). 

3. Resist the devil; draw near to God (7-8). 

4. Humble yourselves (9-10). 

5. Quit judging (11-12). 

6. Put God IN your plans (13-16). 

7. Do that which is good (17). 

 

II. Summary. 

James seems to be preaching away in chapter four.  It is commonly spoken of regarding what faithful 

preachers do in their sermons as: “stepping on toes.”  James must have been doing that to those who 

originally received this epistle and he continues to do so as we read it today.  He begins by talking 

about division among them and points to the problem of covetousness as the root of the problem.  

The age-old concept of independence versus dependence is clearly spoken of in this chapter.  God is 

NOT pleased with the independent-spirited Christian!  Great strength is required to resist the devil, 

but that is what must be done.  Humility is a quality to be desired in Christians.  Censorious judgment 

of the kind condemned in Matthew 7:1ff is also condemned here by James.  Planning is not bad; 

however, planning without taking into account the will of the Lord is wrong.  We need to remind 

ourselves quite often as James does here that our lives are like a vapor that appears for a little time 

and then is gone.  When we know to do good, it is sin not to do it. 

 

III. Chronology. 

BIBLE PERIOD:  The Period of the Church. 

If you are not familiar with the 15 Bible Periods, please click here: 

https://maplehillchurchofchrist.files.wordpress.com/2018/05/15bibleperiods.pdf   

 

IV. Words/Phrases to Study 

• James 4.1-6  “James did not divide his treatise into the five chapters and 108 verses it now 

contains. He wrote it as one extended letter. Hence, he made no open break between his 

discussion of sensual and superior wisdom in 3.13-18 and what he discussed in this passage. 

Therefore, it would be an easy transition for him to take up the evil produced from sensual 

wisdom as he does in this section. James was an expert in raising common-sense thought-

provoking questions as he promptly began to do in this text. He questioned the origin of wars and 

fightings among them. It is not likely at all that he spoke of literal wars in that day among the 

Romans, the infidelic Jews, or the unbelieving Greeks. It is much more likely that he spoke 

figuratively. These wars could be the conflicts, confusions, and strifes that enveloped them when 

they were pursuing sensual wisdom and not superior wisdom. Such undesirables originate from 

the pleasurable lusts that war and rage in your bodily members” [Robert R. Taylor, Jr., 

Companion, 1990-1991, p. 28]. 

• James 4:1… WARS AND FIGHTINGS AMONG YOU—“It appears quite certain that the sacred writer has 

under consideration here strife, dissension, and warfare in the church, and in  and between  

individuals…  There were many bitter contentions in the world in the first century; and, the Jews, 

particularly, were divided into numerous warring camps, such as Pharisees, Sadducees, 

Herodians, Essenes, Zealots, and the like, each of which fought all the rest with great industry and 

effort.  And there is ample evidence in the New Testament that converts to Christianity from 

Judaism often brought with them their contentious spirit and urged their views upon their brethren 

to the point of division (cf., Col 2:20-22)” [Guy N. Woods, A Commentary on the Epistle of 
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James, p. 198].      |||||     “The kind of wars and fightings just mentioned is precisely that of 

pleasures warring against the soul's true interests ‘in your members,’ meaning not ‘between 

members of the church’ exclusively (though this is included), but within men themselves, 

individually” [James Burton Coffman’s Commentaries]. 

• James 4:2… YE HAVE NOT BECAUSE YE ASK NOT—“There is no hint here that if they had prayed for 

the ability to gratify their lustful pleasures God would have given it; rather, that their willful 

selfishness had dried up the springs of prayer within them” [James Burton Coffman’s 

Commentaries]. 

• James 4.3… YE ASK AND RECEIVE NOT—“While prayer is the privilege of every child of God, we 

must all remember that there are definite conditions which must be met, before we have the right 

to expect an answer. One of those conditions is that we must be actuated by the right motive when 

we pray. That is the lesson here (James 5.16-18; 1 Kings 18.36-37). This last passage shows the 

motive Elijah had for praying regarding the rain. To spend that which they asked in their 

pleasures would be to spend it in the exercise of their pleasures, or as their pleasures dictated” 

[Leslie G. Thomas, Teacher’s Annual Lesson Commentary, 1958, pp., 242-243]. 

• James 4:3… YE ASK AMISS—“not in the faith of a divine promise; nor with thankfulness for past 

mercies; nor with submission to the will of God; nor with a right end, to do good to others, and to 

make use of what might be bestowed, for the honour of God, and the interest of Christ…” [John 

Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible].     |||||     “… Those above described were possessed of an 

unholy ambition to gain much material goods, and went to extremely sinful ends to gain their 

coveted goods. Some of them actually had the temerity to ask God for that which they wanted for 

no other purpose than to consume it upon their own lusts—to go deeper into fleshly gratification; 

and of course, the Lord will hear and answer no such prayers. Those who thus ask, ask amiss. 

Petitions conceived and uttered in sinfulness will not be heard. All true prayers made to God are 

for something which will enable the petitioner to please and serve God. It is an unhallowed 

petition which asks for something which we intend to spend on the gratification of our own 

selfish, sensual, wicked, destroying lusts. We should be careful of our prayers. They show our 

hearts to God, and ought to reveal them to ourselves. Are we entirely unselfish in our praying? Do 

we pray for our own good and the good of our fellow man; or do we pray for things only that we 

may enjoy them in this life? The proper motive must prompt our prayers; otherwise, they will not 

be answered” [Guy N. Woods, Teacher’s Annual Lesson Commentary, 1946, p 121].   

• James 4:4… YE ADULTERERS AND ADULTERESSES—“‘Spiritual adultery’ is the unfaithfulness of the 

church, which is the bride of Christ (2 Cor. 11:2; Rom. 7:1-6; Rev. 21:2; 22:17).  The marriage 

metaphor was extensively used in the Old Testament, as in Isa. 54:5; and the new Israel of God, 

the church, naturally took it over.  Jesus used it in John 3:29; and also in Matt. 12:39” [James 

Burton Coffman’s Commentaries].     |||||     “The relationship that Israel had with God was 

frequently likened to a marriage in which Israel was the wife of God (cf., Ezekiel 16.8; Hosea 

2.16, Hosea 2.19-20). Therefore, when she became unfaithful it was not uncommon for her to be 

portrayed as an adulterous wife (cf., Hosea 2.1-7; Ezekiel 16.15ff; Jeremiah 3.20). In the New 

Testament we find the relationship that the physical descendants of Abraham had with Jehovah 

belongs now to his spiritual seed—the church; she is the bethrothed of Christ (2 Corinthians 

11.2). What’s more, in keeping with Oriental custom that viewed the bethrothal as the legal 

marriage, Paull speaks of the church as the wife of Christ (Ephesians 5.25-27). As His wife the 

church is expected to forsake all others giving herself to Him alone. Moreover, as Israel 

committed spiritual adultery when she joined herself to other gods, so it is with the spiritual seed. 

They are reckoned as adulteresses whenever they embrace another, which is exactly what 

happens when they strike up a ‘friendship with the world’” [Kieran D. Murphy, “Friendship with 

the World,” in The Present Truth: Studies in 1 and 2 Peter, James and Jude, p. 101-102]. 

• James 4:5… THE SPIRIT THAT DWELLETH IN US LUSTETH TO ENVY—“There is, perhaps, no more difficult 

passage in the Epistle. … Why does the spirit, which is in us, covet with great desire?  Men in the 



  A Study of James………………..………………………………………………………………………….Page 29 of 45 

Created by: David Lemmons  btcJames                      Available Online at:  http://maplehillchurchofchrist.blog  

 

flesh, and motivated by fleshly inclinations, are often prone to look with envious hearts upon 

those who enjoy greater prosperity than they possess; and covetously to desire the possessions of 

others.  This disposition often leads them to hate their fellows, to attempt to obtain from them, by 

whatever means necessary, those things upon which they have fixed their hearts.  Often people 

are exceedingly jealous of the possessions and attainments of others, and they desire to acquire 

that which others have, though they have no right thereto. Whether they are successful in this 

effort or not, their hearts are filled with envy, jealousy, covetousness.  Such seems to have been 

the condition characteristic of many of those to whom James wrote.  This disposition led to the 

commission of the crimes enumerated in the earlier part of the chapter (vv., 1-4).  The writer had 

emphasized the sinfulness of all such; had shown that the general teaching of the Scripture forbids 

friendship with the world, and charged that the spirit which God placed in them was exercising 

itself to envy.  We thus regard the passage to be declarative and not interrogative; the ‘spirit’ 

(which to envy yearns) to be the human spirit, and not the Holy Spirit; the words, envy and yearns 

[in ASV, DRL], to be taken in their ordinary sense, and thus believe the passage to teach: ‘The 

spirit which is in you is a covetous and envious one’” [Guy N. Woods, pp. 215-217].     |||||     

“The first four verses of James 4:1-17 deal with worldly desire that is contrary to God's working. 

Verse 5 continues the thought by referring to a statement which is repeated in principle several 

times in the Old Testament. It is the plain teaching of scripture as a whole that man driven by 

fleshly desire covets with a selfish desire what others have (Ecclesiastes 4:4; Proverbs 27:4). Of 

course, God is going to punish those exhibiting such an attitude (Genesis 6:5-7; Job 5:12-13). 

Fleshly desires lead one in a direction contrary to God's will, or spiritual desire. They will cause 

one to work those things which will result in eternal judgment (Galatians 5:16-21; Romans 8:4-8; 

Isaiah 63:8-16).” [Gary C. Hampton, Practical Christianity, An e-Sword Module]. 

• James 4.7  SUBMIT YOURSELVES THEREFORE TO GOD—“…calls for a voluntary act on the part of man, 

else his pride will come up against the resistance of God. Resist requires more than a mere 

aversion to the devil; it calls for active opposition. If a disciple will put up that kind of fight he is 

assured of victory over the enemy” [E.M. Zerr]. 

• James 4:8… Cf., Deut 4:5-8. 

• James 4.9  BE AFFLICTED AND MOURN—“We need to weep if we are in sin. If we allow ourselves to 

be affected by the things mentioned by James, we are to cleanse ourselves by living a purified life 

by drawing nearer to God. We are to remove evil from our thoughts and minds (Philippians 4:8). 

We must ask for forgiveness (1 John 1:7-10). We are not to be double-minded. This is someone 

who goes back and forth between faithful and unfaithful. They are wishy-washy. These are 

serious matters, and should not be laughed about. This is a time to be serious” [T.J. Clarke, in 

Bible Institute of Missouri Notes, produced by Bradley Cobb, An e-Sword Module]. 

• James 4.10  HUMBLE YOURSELVES IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD—“Paul saw his own miserable condition 

without Christ and thanked God for the deliverance he found in Jesus. Others heard the words of 

the Lord and his apostles as they stressed the importance of repentance (Romans 7:24-25; Acts 

2:37-38; Luke 13:1-5; Matthew 5:4). Repentance is the beginning of our humbling ourselves 

before God. It is followed by putting the old man of sin to death in baptism so that God might 

exalt us, or raise us up, as a new man. Such yielding to God throughout our lives will lead to the 

final exaltation in heaven (James 4:10; Romans 6:3-18; Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 1:2-11)” [Gary 

C. Hampton, Practical Christianity, An e-Sword Module].     |||||     AND HE SHALL LIFT YOU UP—

“Jesus used this same expression on various occasions (Matthew 23:12). "That He may exalt you in 
due time " (1 Peter 5:6). This exaltation doesn't mean that God will bring material wealth to all the 

faithful. ‘When a man gets elected to a political office, a few years pass, later he is defeated. He is 

elevated, then cast down. A man is a hero and then he is forgotten. But God elevates to eternal 

rewards’ [Draper p. 128]. ‘The immediate attractions of the world must not be allowed to blind us 

to the prospect of God's far-greater compensation’ [Kent p. 152]. (Romans 8:18)” [Mark 

Dunagan, Commentary on James, an e-Sword Module]. 
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• James 4:11… JUDGETH THE LAW—“Therefore, James' words in this verse refer to the law of Christ 

in its entirety, and to the specific instance of certain Christians having broken it by their speaking 

against and judging one another, the specific part of that great law of Christ which they had 

violated being Matthew 7:1ff” [James Burton Coffman’s Commentaries]. 

• James 4.12  WHO ART THOU THAT JUDGEST ANOTHER—“James, like the Lord, is not speaking of all 

judgment. Those who rush to Jesus’ words ‘judge not that ye be not judged’ misunderstand what the 

Lord was saying. He was speaking of the harsh and injurious judgment that does not look at both 

sides of the situation. We are not to judge another in harsh and unfair ways, but we do render 

righteous judgment (John 7:24). We need to make sure we know what the right and proper thing 

is before we judge others” [T.J. Clarke]. 

• James 4:13… Cf., Job 7:6-10.     |||||     GO TO NOW—“Go to is from AGE, a Greek word that 

Thayer defines, ‘Come! come now!’ It is a pointed expression made to someone, calling attention 

to foolish presumptions. The things mentioned are not necessarily wrong in themselves, but the 

folly is in taking it for granted that nothing can prevent it.” [E.M. Zerr, Commentary, 1952, An e-

Sword Module].     |||||     Sort of like V.E. Howard used to do while preaching on The 

International Gospel Hour, always pausing to say: “Are you listening?” 

• James 4:15… Cf., Acts 18:21; 21:14; 1 Corinthians 4:19; 16:7; Hebrews 6:3.     IF THE LORD 
WILL—“We do not know what awaits us even a few minutes ahead on life's road, so we should not 

make plans as if we controlled our own future. The wise man said, ‘Do not boast about tomorrow, for 
you do not know what a day may bring forth’ (Proverbs 27:1). What kind of life do we have here on 

earth? By simple observation, we know it is not permanent. ‘And as it is appointed for men to die 
once, but after this the judgment’ (Hebrews 9:27). James says our life is a vapor, or mist, or puff of 

smoke. Like the morning fog, it may seem to be permanent. Yet, it appears one minute and 

disappears the next (James 4:14)” [Gary C. Hampton]. 

• James 4.16  ALL SUCH REJOICING IS EVIL—“James rebuked those of his readers who were living with 

this God-neglecting attitude. They derived joy from feeling that they controlled their own destiny. 

Here is the picture of the ‘self-made man’ taking credit for what God has given him. Boasting of 

this kind is unrealistic. It betrays an attitude that puts man in God's place. For this reason it is evil. 

In these verses James presented four arguments that show the foolishness of ignoring God's will: 

(1) the complexity of life (James 4:13), (2) the uncertainty of life (James 4:14), (3) the brevity of 

life (James 4:14), and (4) the frailty of man (James 4:16). [Note: Wiersbe, pp. 130-33.]” [Thomas 

Constable, Dr. Constable’s Bible Study Notes, 2012, An e-Sword Module]. 

• James 4:17… TO HIM IT IS SIN—“He who recognizes life’s transient and fleeting character, but 

refuses to acknowledge the hand of God in the affairs of men, and who may even boast of his 

sufficiency and independence, but who will not do that which is right, is guilty of sin. … Whether 

James’ statement … is to be regarded as an allusion to Paul’s affirmation in Romans 14:13, …, it 

is very true that the statements, taken together, establish the fact that (a) a knowledge of what is 

right creates the obligation to discharge the duty involved in it; and (b) doubt regarding the 

propriety of an act necessitates abstinence from it” [Guy N. Woods, pp. 252-53]. 

 

V.  Lessons & Applications. 

1. James 4.2 …BECAUSE YE ASK NOT.  One big problem in living the Christian life is that we often 

fail to present our petitions to the Lord in prayer.  Then the other major problem is seen in the 

next verse—we often pray “not in faith,” i.e., not according to the Lord’s will.  How 

important it should be for us to concentrate more on proper prayer! 

2. James 4.6  …GIVETH GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.  Surely we can learn from God’s past dealing with 

mankind the value of humility.  This principle has ALWAYS been true! 

3. James 4.7  RESIST THE DEVIL…  It requires a great amount of strength to resist the devil!  We 

must follow the example of our Lord (1 Pet 2:21 + Mt 4:1-11). 
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4. James 4.7-10  SUBMIT YOURSELVES THEREFORE TO God. RESIST THE DEVIL, AND HE WILL FLEE FROM 
YOU. “When it is said that God resisteth the proud, the idea is based on military strategy, and it 

is as if he had said, God sets Himself in array against the proud. Pride calls out the armies of 

God, and it is no wonder that the Bible says that pride goeth before destruction (Proverbs 

16.18). But the word for RESIST in this verse is a different word. The meaning here is to 

withstand (Galatians 2.11; 2 Timothy 3.8; 1 Peter 5.9). Inasmuch as God and the devil are 

diametrically opposed to each other, it is utterly impossible to have fellowship with both at 

the same time. It appears that the point of emphasis here is the curbing of the proud spirit. The 

choice must be made between God and the proud will, a will which is inspired by the devil. 

When one subjects himself unto God, he arrays himself under God, that is, he becomes 

obedient to him and subordinates his will to that of God. God Himself arrays Himself against 

the proud, while the humble arrays himself UNDER God. This will make certain the strength 

necessary to resist the devil (1 Peter 5.6-10)” [Leslie G. Thomas, Teacher’s Annual Lesson 

Commentary, 1958, pp., 243-44]. 

5. James 4.11  SPEAK NOT EVIL ONE OF ANOTHER, BRETHREN…  How important are these words!  

We must not be involved in the sort of censorious judgment which Jesus condemns in 

Matthew 7:1ff.  This does not preclude all judging, however, in the same context Jesus warns 

that we must examine fruit (Mt 7:15-20). 

6. James 4.14  …YE KNOW NOT WHAT SHALL BE ON THE MORROW…  Especially in our day of 

humanistic thinking (man is the measure of all things), we need to be reminded constantly 

about our own HUMANITY!   

7. James 4.13-15  “The thoughtful Christian will readily recognize that our times are in the 

hands of the Lord (cf., Psalm 31.14-15), and it is therefore fitting that he should say, IF THE 
LORD WILL I SHALL DO THIS OR THAT. Anyone who reads the writings of James and Paul cannot 

fail to have this idea impressed upon his mind (cf., Acts 18.20-21; 1 Corinthians 4.19). The 

Latin equivalent to IF THE LORD WILL is DEO VOLENTE, and the latter is often 

abbreviated, in present-day usage, as D. V. It is, of course, possible for the Lord’s people to 

employ the phrase IF THE LORD WILL without giving due consideration to its actual 

significance, and that would not be beneficial to the user; but any informed child of God 

ought to train himself to make a practice of recognizing the sovereignty of God, and His 

overruling providence, at all times; or, which is the same thing, this attitude toward God 

should underlie and control our every thought, purpose, and plan. The dominant guiding 

principle of our life should be, NOT MY WILL, BUT THINE BE DONE or WHAT SHALL I 

DO, LORD?” [Leslie G. Thomas, Teacher’s Annual Lesson Commentary, 1972, pp., 282-83]. 

8. James 4.13-15  When we properly understand the brevity of life it will be A CATALYST. 

“On one occasion, Jesus told His disciples—John 9.4  I must work the works of him that sent me, 
while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work. It seems from a very early age that Jesus 

knew that He had only a short time to get the Father’s will done. Do you recall how He told 

His mother at the age of twelve that He had to be about His Father’s business (Luke 2.49)? He 

knew that the dark night of suffering and death was coming. He was able to cry from the 

cross, ‘It is finished’ because He had been a good steward of the time that God had given Him 

(John 19.30). As the brevity of life was a catalyst in the life of our Lord, it should be a catalyst 

in our lives. It will help us to be good stewards of our time (1 Peter 4.10), as Jesus was of His. 

Those who recognize the brevity of life know the importance of using every second. To the 

Ephesians, Paul wrote—Ephesians 5.16-17  ‘Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 
Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.’ Those who are wise, and 

know what the will of the Lord is, buy up every opportunity that they have to get themselves 

and others ready for that appointment to come (Colossians 4.5; Hebrews 9.27). We may never 

have another opportunity to save them or ourselves. In contrast, those who are foolish do not 

make wise use of their time. Consider the parable that Jesus told about the five wise and five 
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foolish virgins (Matthew 25.1-13). … What was the chief difference between the wise and the 

foolish virgins? The difference was primarily in the way that the women made use of the time 

that they had been given. The wise virgins used their time to purchase sufficient oil for their 

lamps while the foolish did not. The foolish thought that there was plenty of time.  

Perhaps, you are reminded as well of Felix who trembled at Paul’s preaching, but still sent 

Paul away intending to call for him when he had a ‘convenient season’ (Acts 24.25). As far as 

we know, such a season never came for him. Like the foolish virgins and the foolish farmer, 

he banked on time that he did not have. Perhaps, you are doing the same. If you are putting 

off obeying the gospel or being restored, let the brevity of life be a catalyst to making that 

decision right now (Hebrews 3.7, 13, 15; 2 Corinthians 6.2). You simply might not have 

another opportunity. Realizing that our lives are ‘soon cut off, and we fly away,” we must ask 

God to ‘teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom’ (Psalm 90.10, 12; 

cf., Psalm 39.4-5). The brevity of life will serve as a catalyst to get us to act carefully and with 

much wisdom. …” [Wade Webster, in Wisdom from Above—Studies in James, Editor: Greg 

R. Elliott, 2004, Cold Harbor Road Church of Christ, pp., 116-121]. 

 

VI. Questions. 

True or False 
01. _____ The double minded are instructed to purify their hearts. 

02. _____ This chapter teaches that some of these Christians were not praying. 

03. _____ For man to rejoice in his boastings is evil. 

04. _____ God resists the humble person. 

05. _____ In certain instances, laughter should be turned to mourning. 

Multiple Choice (Select the BEST Answer) 

06. _____ James tells us there is one lawgiver who is able to save and to: (a) multiply; (b) 

destroy; (c) forgive. 

07. _____ The source of fighting among brethren is: (a) lusts; (b) enemies; (c) outsiders. 

08. _____ It would be good if every Christian would realize that our lives are like a: (a) walnut; 

(b) flight; (c) vapor. 

09. _____ What will happen if we draw nigh to God: (a) He will draw nigh to us; (b) He will 

cause us to leave; (c) He will help us. 

10. _____ James identifies how some of the Jewish Christians asked AMIS as: (a) to punish 

others; (b) to praise their neighbors; (c) to consume it upon their own lusts. 

Fill in the Blanks 

11. “Ye ought to say, _______ the Lord __________, we shall __________, and do this or that.” 

12. If we resist the devil he will __________ from us. 

13. God does this to the proud: _____________. 

14. There is one lawgiver who is able to __________ and to _____________. 

15. “Therefore, to him that _____________ to do good, and doeth it _________, to him it is 

_________.”  

Each Question is worth 7 Points 

My Score is:  ________ 

Answers will be found on next week’s handout 

 

ANSWERS to James 3 Questions… 01—False (8); 02—True (17); 03—True (3-5); 04—True (12); 

05—True (9); 06—a (15); 07—b (3); 08—c (10); 09—b (13); 10—d (16);  11—masters (1); 12—

great, fire (5); 13—tongue, tame, poison (8); 14—pure (17); 15—small (3). 
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VII. Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc.  See if you can 

find them all.  The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be!  You might 

be surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths.  THANK YOU for 

the good effort you are putting forth in Bible study.  –DRL 

 
 

 

ANOTHER BECAUSE BROTHER COME DRAW 

EVEN EVIL FIGHT GIVETH GRACE 

HENCE HUMBLE JUDGE JUDGETH KNOW 

LORD LUST MORROW MOURN NIGH 

REJOICE SAITH SPEAKETH SUCH THERE 

THEREFORE WORLD    
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle. 

 

 

 

 

  

James 4 (KJV)   

 
1 

 
2 

   
3 

 
4 

   
5 
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8 
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10 
 

11 
     

12 
      

              
13 

 
14 

     
15 

       

               

               

 
16 

             

17 
         

18 
 

19 
  

    
21 

          

         
22 

     

23 
              

ACROSS 
03) Some ask that they may ____ it upon their lusts. 
06) War in your members. 
07) Humble yourselves in the ____ of the Lord. 
09) The Scripture does NOT say in ____. 
10) God gives grace to the ____. 
12) Double-minded folk are to ____ their hearts. 
14) If you ____ the law, you are not a doer of the law. 
15) Let ____ be turned to heaviness. 
16) In response to our humility, the Lord will ____ us 

up. 
20) Some leave God out in plans to get ____. 
22) Appears for a little time. 
23) We shall ____ if it is the Lord’s will.    

DOWN 
01) When we resist the devil he will. 
02) A reason Christians have not is they ____ not. 
04) Draw ____ to God. 
05) Friendship with the world is this with God. 
08) What we watch too much of. 
11) Let laughter be turned to ____. 
12) God resists the ____. 
13) There is one. 
17) To rejoice in our boastings is ____. 
18) Some plan a ____ ahead, leaving God out. 
19) Knowing to do this, but not doing it is sin. 
21) We ought to say ____ the Lord will. 
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IX. EXTRA CREDIT FOR “SUPER” Bible Students... 
Will you please consider answering these three SIMPLE questions based on the Bible text of this 

chapter? I will try to make use of your answers. Bring them with you next week. Tear out this last 

sheet from the Study Guide and be prepared to put it in a basket. I think it will be a great help to all 

of those in the class if you will do so. Thank you in advance for your marvelous cooperation! 
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A Study of James 5 

I. Outline. 
1. Warnings to the wicked wealthy pleasure-seekers (James 5.1-6). 

2. Deal with affliction with patience (James 5.7-11). 

3. Be honest and avoid oath-taking (James 5.12). 

4. Pray and sing (James 5.13). 

5. The prayer of faith shall save the sick (James 5.14-15). 

6. Confess faults to one another (16). 

7. Elijah as an example of one who prayed (James 5.17-18). 

8. Be interested in those who err from truth (James 5.19-20). 

 

II. Summary. 

In the first part of chapter five James takes on the spirit of Amos and many of the other prophets of 

the Old Testament as he condemns social injustice committed by the rich against the poor.  James 

next urges upon Christians that they learn patience in view of the coming Day of Judgment.  In the 

place of grudging, or murmuring, against one another, James suggests following the example of the 

prophets who suffered persecution with patience.  Job’s name comes up in James’ instruction as a 

great example of patience.  James urges the brethren to be honest people whose word is their bond so 

that oaths are not necessary.  Prayer and singing are commended.  James gives instruction regarding 

prayer coupled with the supernatural gift of healing; then he also instructs regarding confession of 

faults, and also, prayers prayed by any righteous person.  Having concern for brethren who err from 

the truth is urged upon us in the last two verses of the chapter. 

 

III. Chronology. 

BIBLE PERIOD:  The Period of the Church. 

If you are not familiar with the 15 Bible Periods, please click here: 

https://maplehillchurchofchrist.files.wordpress.com/2018/05/15bibleperiods.pdf   

 

IV. Words/Phrases to Study 

• James 5:1… —“Though the rich are here directly addressed, it is not GO TO NOW, YE RICH MEN
likely that they were Christians.  (1) There is to them no exhortation to repentance; (2) they are 

not admonished to a better life; and (3) there is to them no promise of reconciliation to God.  On 

the contrary, they are ‘to weep and howl,’ not in penitence, but in view of impending retribution 

and ruin.  It would appear that the statement of the inspired writer is an apostrophe, wherein he 

turns aside, for the moment, to denounce the rich and to declare their ultimate doom, for the 

edification of the poor saints who were experiencing oppression at the hands of the rich” [Guy N. 

Woods, A Commentary on the Epistle of James, p. 256].     |||||     1-6… “Another point of justice 

that is clear in both the book of James and in the other Scriptures is God’s insistence upon social 

justice. In the Old Testament, as well as the New, the prophets have preached vigorously against 

injustices toward the poor. (Isa. 5 :8; Amos 3:10; 5 :l l ; Amos 8:4-7; Amos 11:28; etc.). Feeding 

the hungry and caring for the orphans and widows (but not the indolent lay people) is a common 

concern of God’s Word” [Donald Fream, A Chain of Jewels from James and Jude, p. 197]. 

• James 5.2… YOUR RICHES ARE CORRUPTED—“If you lived back then, and had a lot of produce, you 

were considered rich. See Luke 12.16-21. With that food, you could get anything you wanted, 

especially during hard times. Joseph, in the Old Testament, purchased the entire nation of Egypt, 

all the livestock, and the people themselves with food that he had stored for the Pharaoh. James is 

saying, ‘Your crops have spoiled.’ Spoiled crops are useless. They won't get you anything. These 

riches are worthless [Cobb, Bradley (2014-06-05). Justified by Works: A Study of the Letter from 

James (Cobb's Commentaries) (Kindle Locations 3444-3448). Cobb Publishing. Kindle Edition].  
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• James 5.3… YOUR GOLD AND SILVER IS CANKERED AND THE RUST OF THEM…--“Gold and silver don't 

rust. So James is using a very colorful illustration here. Imagine your gold and silver rusting 

away. James is telling the people that regardless of what type of wealth they trusted in, it would 

be worthless. In fact, James tells them that these forms of wealth are ALREADY worthless (look 

at the verb tenses)” [Cobb, Bradley Justified by Works: A Study of the Letter from James (Kindle 

Locations 3457-3461)].   

• James 5:4… —“I do not know of many popular vices that do not find their KEPT BACK BY FRAUD
way into the church in one form or another and this one is no exception.  Instead of recognizing 

ungodly business men for what James said they are, it is the general practice at more and more 

places to put such men into the rulership position (call them ‘elders’) just because they have been 

successful in business. … Such a man will rule or ruin.  When he rules he will run things as he 

does his business.  The customer is always right, you never argue with anyone, all things must be 

positive, and growth is the only thing that matters or that works” [Roger Jackson, “Judgment on 

the Wicked Rich,” in Studies in James, edited by Dub McClish, p. 227]. 

• James 5:5… —“...you live as if it were every day NOURISHED YOUR HEARTS AS IN A DAY OF SLAUGHTER
a day of sacrifices, a festival; and hereby your hearts are fattened and nourished to stupidity, 

dullness, pride, and an insensibility to the wants and afflictions of others. Some may say, ‘What 

harm is there in good cheer, provided people do not spend above what they have?’ What! Is it no 

harm for people to make gods of their bellies, and to give all to these, instead of abounding in acts 

of charity and piety? Is it no harm for people to unfit themselves for minding the concerns of their 

souls, by indulging the appetites of their bodies? Surely that which brought flames upon Sodom, 

and would bring these miseries for which rich men are here called to weep and howl, must be a 

heinous evil! Pride, and idleness, and fullness of bread, mean the same thing with living in 

pleasure, and being wanton, and nourishing the heart as in a day of slaughter” [Matthew Henry’s 

Commentary on the Whole Bible]. 

• James 5.6… YE HAVE CONDEMNED AND KILLED THE JUST—“The Just, or Righteous, One James says 

they murdered is Christ (Acts 3:14; Acts 7:52; Acts 22:14; 1 John 2:1). It was these self-indulgent 

rich who crucified Jesus. Yet, our Lord submitted to them without resistance (James 5:6; Isaiah 

53:7; 1 Peter 2:21-23)” [Gary C. Hampton, Practical Christianity, an e-Sword Module]. 

• James 5:7… —“The Greek term translated ‘patience’ in this verse is often rendered BE PATIENT
‘longsuffering’ in other passages (cf., Rom 2:4; Eph 4:2; Col 1:11; 3:12).  This attitude will make 

it possible to endure delays and bear suffering and never give in.  The use of the term here, as 

well as in other passages, reflects patience with persons.  This definition gives further credence to 

the fact that these ‘brethren’ were being victimized by the ruthless rich of the preceding verses.  

In such trials the Christian’s course of action was not to give up the faith, nor resort to physical 

violence, but only to endure delay and bear the suffering without giving in ‘until the coming of 

the Lord’” [Richard Massey, “Patience Enjoined and Swearing Prohibited,” in Studies in James, 

edited by Dub McClish, p. 233].  Cf., song # 350, “Farther Along,” in Church Gospel Songs and 

Hymns. 

• James 5.8… THE COMING OF THE LORD DRAWETH NIGH—“Whether James has reference to the 

destruction of Jerusalem which was then only a few years away,  at which time the persecutions 

of the disciples were to be somewhat eased, or to the personal appearance on earth of Jesus for the 

judgment, the time would be comparatively short when the endless duration after the judgment is 

considered” [Zerr]. 

• James 5.10… TAKE, MY BRETHREN, THE PROPHETS, WHO HAVE SPOKEN IN THE NAME OF THE LORD, FOR AN 
EXAMPLE OF SUFFERING…—“The prophets spoke in the name of the Lord or by the Lord's authority, 

therefore their messages were inspired (2 Peter 1:20-21). It is a myth to think that faithfulness will 

prevent bad things in this life from happening to us. Many people in the past have suffered for 

doing the right thing (Acts 14:22; 1 Timothy 3:12). Since the prophets spoke the truth and were 

persecuted (often by professed believers in God) we must realize that everyone isn't going to 
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embrace and admit the truth when they hear it. We must reject the idea that the truth is what most 

people believe or that the ‘mainstream’ is to be always equated with the narrow way (Matthew 

7:13-14)” [Mark Dunagan, Mark Dunagan Commentaries, an e-Sword Module]. 

• James 5.11… THE PATIENCE OF JOB—“Job is James' last example of one who patiently bore 

suffering. We are able to see the reward of that patience because we know the whole story (Job 

42:10-17). While we do not know the whole story in our own lives, we can be assured that the 

end will work out for our good (James 5:11; Romans 8:28; Romans 8:31-39)” [Gary C. 

Hampton]. 

• James 5:12… —“There may well be a connection between this prohibition and the SWEAR NOT
foregoing instructions on patience.  Perhaps the afflictions that these brethren were experiencing 

were somehow influencing them to make sinful oaths.  Under pressure, Peter resorted to this very 

practice as he swore with an oath that he did not know Jesus (Mt 26:69-75).  One thing is certain: 

This type of swearing and profane oath taking is strongly forbidden, as is indicated by the phrase, 

but above all things.” [Richard Massey, “Patience Enjoined and Swearing Prohibited,” in Studies 

in James, edited by Dub McClish, p. 245-46].     |||||     “That is was not the design of James (and 

our Lord, in Mt 5:34-37) to forbid all oaths, including those of a judicial nature, seems evident 

from the following considerations: (1) Jesus, before Caiaphas, testified under oath (Mt 26:63-64); 

(2) Paul often solemnly asserted things in the form of an oath (Rom 1:9; cf., 2 Cor 1:23; Ph 1:8; 

Gal 1:20); (3) God swore by himself when he could swear by no greater (Heb 6:13); (4) The 

prophets often involved the names of God in their solemn affirmations (Isa 65:16).  Thus the sin 

forbidden in this section is that of profanity; the frivolous, flippant use of the names of God and 

sacred things” [Guy N. Woods, A Commentary on the Epistle of James, p. 292].  Cf., Matthew 

23:16-22. 

• James 5:13… —“One ‘cheerful,’ in the original sense of the term, is one in good IS ANY MERRY
spirits, one possessed of a frame of mind that is free of anxiety and disturbing problems.  The 

verb also occurs in Acts 27:22, 25, where Paul besought his traveling companions to ‘be of good 

cheer.’  The word used by James describes an attitude exactly opposite to that indicated in the 

word ‘suffering,’ in the earlier portion of the verse.  It is not improbable that the ‘suffering’ one 

and the ‘cheerful’ one of this passage are the same person.  That is, he who is suffering is to pray 

to the Father to lift his burden; and, when it is gone, to be cheerful, and to express such in praise 

and worship” [Guy N. Woods, A Commentary on the Epistle of James, p. 297]. 

 

V.  Lessons & Applications. 

• James 5:1-6.  “Have you ever thought about, wished for, or prayed for wealth?  Do you think 

you would be strong enough to handle it?  I have seen wealth change a lot of good people.  That 

is not to be blamed on the wealth, for the Bible says the love of money is the real culprit (1 Tm 

6:10).  I do know this: the fact that statistics show that the average contribution per capita in the 

Lord’s church is two or three per cent is a good indication that most of my brethren could not 

handle it because  they are not faithful in the little they have (Luke 16:10).  The abundant life 

consists of more than material wealth.  We must first seek the kingdom and the righteousness of 

God (Mt 6:33).  When we do that we are promised that we will have enough (Ph 4:19).  The best 

advice is inspired advice, and that advice is, ‘Let your conversation be without covetousness; and 

be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee nor forsake thee’ 

(Heb 13:5).  ‘And having food and raiment let us be therewith content.  But they that will be rich 

fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in 

destruction and perdition (1 Tm 6:8-9)” [Roger Jackson, “Judgment on the Wicked Rich,” in 

Studies in James, edited by Dub McClish, p. 231]. 

• James 5.7  BE PATIENT.  “Regardless of how broad one’s educational background might be, or the 

depth of his Biblical knowledge, or even the measure of his loyalty to the kingdom of God, no 

man is spiritually complete without one specific fundamental quality: patience (Js 1:2-4; Gal 
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5:22-23; 2 Pt 1:5-11).  Our present age of overnight express, push button conveniences, and slick 

solutions requires minimal patience and provides scant opportunity to develop any.  Unlike the 

worldly life of comfort and ease, the Christian life is filled with many difficult challenges (Luke 

9:23; Acts 14:22; 2 Tm 3:12).  The strait and narrow course that leads its sojourners to the 

glistening city of eternal day is replete with demanding challenges which necessitate a patient, 

longsuffering spirit (Mt 7:13-14; Ps 23:4).  Along this avenue there will be a world of rigorous 

toil (Mt 25:34-40; Mk 16:15; Jn 4:34-35; 1 Cor 15:58), many grueling spiritual battles (1 Tm 

6:12; 2 Tm 2:3-4), an abundant array of appealing temptations to overcome (Js 1:12-15; 1 Pt 2:11; 

1 Jn 2:15-17), and last but not least, persecutions (2 Tm 3:12; 1 Pt 4:12).  Salvation will not come 

easily.  For the Christian successfully to complete his journey and arrive safely upon Heaven’s 

shore, he must give all diligence to add patience as one of the characteristics which will dominate 

his life (2 Pt 1:5-11).  There exists a desperate need for more teaching and emphasis to be placed 

upon the vital subject of Christian endurance” [Richard Massey, “Patience Enjoined and 

Swearing Prohibited,” in Studies in James, edited by Dub McClish, p. 232]. 

• James 5.9  GRUDGE NOT ONE AGAINST ANOTHER…  The ASV has the word MURMUR here for 

GRUDGE.  “Murmuring is a sin that Christians must avoid.  Patience and murmuring are 

incompatible.  Murmuring is an attitude of unthankfulness.  Characteristically it is not concerned 

with pleasing God; rather it seeks to satisfy self.  The pleasant unity, which is such a blessing 

among brethren (Ps 133:1), is disrupted by the aggravated grumbler.  … The remedy for 

murmuring is found in such commands as 1 Corinthians 10:10-11, … The message is loud and 

clear: ‘God destroys murmurers.’  ” [Richard Massey, “Patience Enjoined and Swearing 

Prohibited,” in Studies in James, edited by Dub McClish, p. 238].  Cf., Ph 2:14-15. 

• James 5.10  TAKE, MY BRETHREN, THE PROPHETS, WHO HAVE SPOKEN IN THE NAME OF THE LORD, FOR AN 
EXAMPLE OF SUFFERING AFFLICTION, AND OF PATIENCE.  There are many fine ways to study the Bible.  

One of the most helpful is through a study of Bible characters.  James is recommending just such 

a study to the saints in the first century and certainly we benefit greatly today from such a study.  

Those faithful Bible characters are some of the first heroes that our young children should have as 

we bring them into our Bible classes.  Our learning from those Bible characters is a never-ending 

process as we continue to grow in Christ.  We have the record of many Bible characters who did 

the WRONG thing and we learn from them what NOT to do.  Whenever we begin to think that 

we have great problems, we can always remind ourselves of the suffering of Job and so many 

lessons can be learned and remembered from those men and women, boys and girls about whom 

we read in Scripture! 

• James 5.12  …BUT LET YOUR YEA BE YEA; AND YOUR NAY, NAY; LEST YE FALL INTO CONDEMNATION.  The 

basic teaching of this passage is that Christians are to be people who keep their word.  We are not 

to make a promise and then neglect to keep it.  People should be able to depend upon that which 

we say.  We should have no need whatsoever to “prop up” our statements with some kind of 

oaths.  Least of all should we be guilty of using the name of our God in vain, whether it be 

through direct use of His name of through some sort of euphemism.  All such endangers our souls 

(Eph 4:29; Col 3:8-9). 

• James 5.14  IS ANY SICK AMONG YOU?...  There is much discussion among commentators about 

whether this sickness is physical or spiritual.  I am not certain which is correct. I’ve believed for 

many years the reference was to physical sickness, but I have read the comments of Bradley Cobb 

and he makes six pretty good arguments for this illness being SPIRITUAL in nature. Here are his 

arguments from his commentary, Justified by Works: A Study of the Letter from James: 

1. “The word translated SICK (Greek: astheneo) is translated WEAK 22 times in the New 

Testament. In fact, WEAK is the most common translation of this word. Thayer defines the 

word as ‘to be weak, feeble. To be without strength, powerless.’ SICK is actually the last 

possible definition of this word. 
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2. Another piece of evidence that points to spiritual weakness is found in the next verse. The 

PRAYER of faith will save the weary one. The word translated PRAYER is everywhere else 

in the New Testament translated VOW (Acts 18.18; Acts 21.23). This is a personal vow to 

God. 

3. It also says that the vow of faith will SAVE the weary one. The word translated SAVE is 

overwhelmingly used in the sense of salvation from sin (cf., Mark 16.16). It is used 

occasionally when someone is ‘made whole’ (Mark 9.22, for example), but that is not the 

primary meaning of this word. Just 6 verses later, James uses this exact same word to describe 

someone’s soul being saved. The context, then, points to something spiritual, and not 

physical.  

4. In addition, that same sentence says, ‘THE VOW OF FAITH WILL SAVE THE WEARY ONE.’ The word 

WEARY (‘sick’ in most translations0 only appears one other place in the New Testament, and 

there it is clearly a reference to being spiritually weary (Hebrews 12.3). 

5. The next bit of evidence that spiritual weakness is under consideration is found in the end of 

verse 15: ‘and if he has committed sins, they shall be forgiven of him.’ It’s extremely difficult to 

comprehend God forgiving someone of all of his sins because he asked the elders to pray for 

some physical sickness he had. But it fits completely with the idea of the person asking for 

prayers for spiritual strength, making a vow of faith to the Lord. 

6. The final piece of evidence in favor of this being spiritual weakness is found in verse 16. 

Confession of sins results in healing. 1 John 1.9 shows that confession of sins results in 

forgiveness of sins—a spiritual healing. 

The evidence against spiritual sickness is that James mentions ‘anointing him with oil’ as part of 

the cure. This is very similar to what Jesus’ disciples did when they went about casting out 

demons and healing the sick (Mark 6.13). It’s also what the Good Samaritan did for the man he 

rescued (Luke 10.34), although in that case it wasn’t sickness, but it was still for a physical injury. 

It is argued that since anointing with oil is mentioned, then, this demands that it is physical 

sickness under consideration. 

 

However, consider 2 Samuel 12.18-23. David is in a state of mental distress over the sickness of 

his infant son. But when the child dies, David arises and anoints himself with oil, and gets back to 

the business of doing God’s work. His anointing was a show of a mental decision to get back to 

work. It is possible that the reference here in James is something similar to that.” 

• James 5.16  CONFESS YOUR FAULTS ONE TO ANOTHER—“‘Because sin is so pervasive in human life, 

there is continual need for both spiritual sensitivity and appropriate action where sin has been 

committed’ (Kent pp. 191-192). Draper notes, '“Confession” in the original language comes from 

a Greek word meaning 'to say the same thing' or 'to agree with'. When we confess sin to God, we 

are agreeing with God's assessment of our lives. We say the same thing God says to us" (p. 164). 

Hence when we confess our sins we need to be honest and call such things what God calls them. 

In addition, it doesn't do any good to overstate the case and say things like, ‘I'm just no good, I 

can't do anything right, others would be better off if I were dead.’ Because such statements are 

not what God thinks about us” [Mark Dunagan]. 

• James 5.20  … These words seem to be here for the purpose of ENCOURAGING LET HIM KNOW
just this kind of work.  We certainly should have a strong desire to be part of a work that leads to 

the hiding of a multitude of sins.  Helping the brother or sister who has fallen away to come back 

into faithfulness to the Lord surely is a work that is worthy of all of our very best efforts.  It is a 

work that must not be neglected!     |||||     “The ‘two ways’ tradition that has been so evident in 

James (Jas.3:13-18) again finds expression in this last paragraph with the reference to the 

‘erroneous way’ in James 5:20 and the ‘truthful way’ in James 5:19. In a book that has so often 

utilized the sayings of Jesus and the writings of the OT, those two sources again inform James’ 

closing counsel about the communal restoration of sinners. While this could be an allusion to the 
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parable of the lost sheep in Matthew 18:12-14, the theme of restoring a sinning brother is also 

prominent in Luke 17:3-4. The last expression about the covering of sins could allude to Proverbs 

10:12. This passage also shares the theme of a sinning brother with the closing section of 1 John 

5:16-17 - another book that also ends abruptly. In addition to James and John, Paul also issued 

some similar advice: ‘Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one 
in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted’ (Galatians 6:1). Do you really 

care when you see a brother or sister losing their way? Do you make an effort to bring them back, 

or just callously chalk them off as giving evidence that they were never saved in the first place? 

James exhorts us strongly to do everything in our strength to bring them back. Rescuing them 

from death and covering their sins are major effects of our rescue operation. The last words of a 

sometimes stern letter remind the readers of the possibility of repentance, forgiveness, and 

reconciliation.” [Dr. William Varner, http://dribex.tumblr.com ]. 

 

VI. Questions. 

True or False 

01. _____ As a result of Elijah’s prayer it did not rain for ten years. 

02. _____ The Name JOB is associated with patience. 

03. _____ The prophets are suggested to us as an example of an impatient group of men. 

04. _____ The second coming of the Lord is mentioned in James 5. 

05. _____ It is not appropriate for Christians to confess their faults to one another. 

Multiple Choice (Select the BEST Answer) 

06. _____ If a preacher entitled his sermon, “Rust as a Witness,” which verse in this chapter 

would he likely be using as a text: (a) 19; (b) 10; (c) 3. 

07. _____ Which Bible characters is used by James to encourage us to pray: (a) Job; (b) Elijah; 

(c) Jesus. 

08. _____ Is it possible to err from the truth: (a) YES; (b) NO. 

09. _____ The term VERY is used by James to describe an attribute of the Lord, which: (a) 

pitiful; (b) strong; (c) kind. 

10. _____ To convert a sinner from the error of his way is to: (a) save a soul from death; (b) hide 

a multitude of sins; (c) neither a nor b; (d) both a & b. 

Fill in the Blanks 

11. “…The _______________  ____________ prayer of a righteous man availeth __________.” 

12. Since it is stated that, “The prayer of faith ___________  __________ the sick…,” in no 

uncertain terms, James’ instruction must have been intended specifically for elders who had 

the supernatural gift of healing, a gift which elders today do not have. 

13. If we are ___________ we should sing psalms. 

14. “Your riches are _______________, and your garments are _______________.” 

15. We should let our ________ be _________ and our _________ be _________. 
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Each Question is worth 7 Points 

My Score is:  ________ 

Answers will be found on next week’s handout 

 

ANSWERS to James 4 Questions… 01—True (8); 02—True (2); 03—True (16); 04—False (6) ; 

05—True (9); 06—b (12); 07—a (1); 08—c (14); 09—a (8); 10—c (3);  11—if, will, live (15); 12—

flee (7); 13—resists (6); 14—save, destroy (12); 15—Knoweth, not, sin (17). 
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VII. Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc.  See if you can 

find them all.  The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be!  You might 

be surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths.  THANK YOU for 

the good effort you are putting forth in Bible study.  –DRL 

 
 

 

AFFLICTED ANOTHER BEHOLD BRETHREN COME 

CONDEMNED EARTH FRUIT HEARTS HEAVEN 

HOWL LEST LORD MISERIES NAME 

NEITHER PATIENCE PATIENT PRAY PRAYER 

RAIN REAPED RICH SAVE SICK 

SINS WEEP    
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

James 5 (KJV): From Your Friends at Maple Hill Church of Christ 
Solutions at: http://maplehillchurchofchrist.blog  

3960 Scale RD, Benton, KY 42025-7875  Phone: 270.527.2744   
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2 

      
3 

 

    
4 

          

   
5 

           

  
6 

        
7 

   

               

8 
      

9 
       

               

               

10 
     

11 
        

      
12 

        

               

              
13 

14 
  

15 
           

               

16 
         

17 
    

ACROSS 

01) When ____ call for the elders. 
02) Rich men are warned that this will come 

upon them. 
05) Two times we are told to be this. 
08) Happens to garments. 
12) ____ him with oil. 
14) Came upon Elias’ second prayer. 
16) Quantity of sins mentioned. 
17) Prayed earnestly. 
    

DOWN 

01) Do this when merry. 
03) This “lord” hears the cries of defrauded 

workers. 
04) Another word for RUSTED (cf., ASV). 
06) Sometimes rust can be this. 
07) Recommended to us as examples. 
09) It is possible to ____ from the truth. 
10) Don’t do this by heaven nor by the earth. 
11) Singular form of that which we are to 

confess to one another. 
13) The last word in the chapter. 
15) Grudge ____ one against another. 
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IX. EXTRA CREDIT FOR “SUPER” Bible Students... 
Will you please consider answering these three SIMPLE questions based on the Bible text of this 

chapter? I will try to make use of your answers. Bring them with you next week. Tear out this last 

sheet from the Study Guide and be prepared to put it in a basket. I think it will be a great help to all 

of those in the class if you will do so. Thank you in advance for your marvelous cooperation! 

 

 

 


