A Study of Revelation ………………..………………………………………………………………………….Page 1 of 158

Link to Lonnie Woodruff’s Revelation for Christians Today, online:
http://www.abiblecommentary.com/howtounderstandthebookofrevelation.htm

A Study of Revelation 1
I.

Outline.
1.
A SIGNIFIED message is given which will bless those who read it (1-4).
2.
Praise for the Lord Jesus (5-7).
3.
Jesus is Beginning and End (8).
4.
John’s circumstances at the time of writing this book (9-10).
5.
Jesus gives John his instructions (11).
6.
John’s vision of Jesus amid the seven candlesticks (12-17a).
7.
Jesus speaks to John and explains two symbols of the first vision (17b-20).

II.

Summary.
The Book of Revelation is the revelation of Jesus Christ. John was the human penman, but it was given
him by our Lord (v. 1). The first verse also urges upon us the need to reject any view of the Revelation
which makes it deal only with FUTURE happenings (e.g., the Premillennialists’ view). It was intended
to mean something to those first century saints. The fact that a blessing is pronounced upon those who
read and keep its sayings take away the view that it deals only with the past. The first chapter begins by
heaping praise upon the beloved Son of God. John, himself, was a companion in suffering with those
other suffering Christians of the day and had been banished to the Isle of Patmos (v. 9). John is told to
write these things he sees down in a book. The first readers of the book would be the seven churches of
Asia and we learn more about them from chapters two and three. The first vision of the book is an
especially comforting one for Christians who are suffering in that it pictures Jesus in and around and
amongst the seven candlesticks (which symbolize churches, v. 20). That we have such a Lord and
Savior as Him who speaks the words which end this chapter should bring us entirely sufficient comfort!

III.

Chronology.
BIBLE PERIOD: The Period of the Church.
If you are not familiar with the 15 Bible Periods, please click here:
https://maplehillchurchofchrist.files.wordpress.com/2018/05/15bibleperiods.pdf

IV.

Words/Phrases to Study
• 1:1… The Revelation of Jesus Christ… What kind of book is Revelation? (1) It is a revelation; (2) It is a
prophecy; (3) It is a letter written to the seven churches of Asia [W.B. West, Revelation Through
First-Century Glasses, pp., 21-24].
• 1:3… Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are
written therein… “Most automatically think of prophecy as ‘a prediction of the future.’ Notice,
however, that the words of this prophecy were to be obeyed. One does not obey a prediction; rather,
one obeys commands. Even though Revelation contains predictions regarding the future, the term
‘prophecy’ primarily has to do with the inspired message which contains commands that are to be
obeyed (see 22:7, 12). Commands abound in the Book of Revelation, both explicit and implicit.
Most of the explicit commands are at the beginning and the end of the book (see 2:5, 16, 25; 3:2, 3,
11, 18, 19; 22:11, 17), but the commands found in 2:10 are implied throughout the book: “Do not
fear what you are about to suffer”; ‘Be faithful until death.’ Hearing and heeding these commands is
not optional” [David Roper, Truth for Today Commentary, Revelation 1-11, p. 69].
• 1:3… … for the time is at hand—“It was noted above that "shortly come to pass" cannot be applied to
all that is revealed in the prophecy; but the last clause here surely indicates that some of the events
foretold would soon occur, the very imminence of them leading to this double beatitude which was
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to be heeded by the persons who originally received the epistle. Regarding the events which were
indeed imminent, the great persecution about to break forth against the Christians was most certainly
one of the things in view. "There is general agreement that John expected persecution of the church
by the Roman Empire."” [Coffman].
1:4… from the seven Spirits-- “Assuming that this reference is to the Holy Spirit, since there is only
‘one Spirit’ (Ephesians 4:4), seven must be used here with its symbolic significance or ‘perfection’
or ‘sacred completeness’” [Roper, p. 72]. Cf., Isaiah 11:2.
1:6… And hath made us kings and priests—“The apostle Peter wrote that Christians are ‘a royal
priesthood’ (1 Peter 2:9). ‘Royal’ suggests kingly, or reigning, for every Christian is a ‘king’ and a
‘priest,’ serving under the oversight of Christ, our High Priest. This is not something yet future, but
we are ‘priests’ with Christ now, and we ‘reign’ with Him now” [Flavil Nichols, in The Book of
Revelation, edited by Jim Laws, p. 120].
1:7… Behold, he cometh with clouds—“This is the topic-sentence of Revelation, a great deal of which
relates to the final judgment, an event mentioned at least seven times in the prophecy; and these are
not seven different kinds or occasions of judgment, there being only one judgment day, the final and
awesome event that shall conclude the dispensation of grace, see the resurrection of the dead and the
assignment of every man's destiny, and bring the redeemed into their eternal habitations. It will
occur at the Second Advent of Jesus Christ our Lord.” [Coffman].
1:9… I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus
Christ—“Some today claim the kingdom has not yet come, but John and his brethren were
participants together in the kingdom (Revelation 1:6, 9). For them it was a present reality, rather
than a future hope. Since their loyalty was to King Jesus, not to Emperor Domitian, tribulation was
the natural result (John 16:33; Acts 14:19)” [David Roper, p. 78-79].
1:10… I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day,--“It so happens that the word “Lord’s” (kuriakos, pertaining
to the Lord) appears only twice in the New Testament, once in referring to the Lord’s supper (1
Corinthians 11:20), and once in referring to the Lord’s day (Revelation 1:10). Apparently these two,
the supper and the day, belong together, and what God has joined, let not man put asunder” [Hugo
McCord, The Royal Route of Revelation, p. 16]. The reason brother McCord would take space to
make this point is that Adventists and other sabbatarians try to say that the LORD’S DAY here was
the Sabbath. ||||| “Not much is known of this state of being ‘in the Spirit’; but, evidently, all of
the Scripture writers were in such a state when they received their divine revelation. Jesus said of
David, ‘How then doth David in the Spirit call him Lord?’ (Matt. 22:43). Many speculations about
this have yielded little or no valuable information” [Coffman].
1:15… and his voice as the sound of many waters—“His voice as the sound of many waters is a voice of
power and authority, as the sound of the rumbling of water such as Niagara Falls” [W.B. West, p.
30]. Turn up the volume on your computer and go to the following link to hear the power of Niagara
Falls: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hPsXm2dd2B4
1:16… And he had in his right hand seven stars—“The discussion of the puzzle of the seven stars
emphasizes a principle we will continually need in our study of Revelation. Though we cannot
know for certain who or what the stars are, we can still comprehend Jesus’ point. Whoever or
whatever the stars/angels were, they represented the churches—and therefore the members of those
churches (see 2:1, 7). The cryptic language in verse 16, then, must mean that Jesus holds the faithful
in His hand, and no man or government can “snatch them out” against their will (John 10:28; see 2
Timothy 1:12). Is not that message far more important than knowing specifically who or what the
stars were?” [David Roper, p. 88].
1:17… …Fear not—“Jesus had not come to John to frighten him, but to encourage him; so He told
him not to be afraid. Words can soothe the soul. In the Old Testament, the Lord spoke with
‘gracious words, comforting words’ (Zechariah 1:13)” [David Roper, p. 91].
1:19… “It is preferable to understand verse 19 as saying that we cannot tell the true state of affairs
by simply looking at “the things which are”; we must also look at “the things which shall take place
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after these things.” That is what Revelation is all about. It tells us that no matter how bad our
situation seems right now, a brighter future awaits” [David Roper, p. 93].
1:20… …the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches…--“The best view, it seems to this writer, is
to take the angel as the symbol of the spiritual life of the church, as the candlestick symbolizes its
outward embodiment or its visible existence” [Frank Pack, The Living Word: Revelation, Part I, p.
27].

Lessons & Applications.
• Blessed is he that readeth… (3)—As I read these words, my mind goes to the Sermon on the Mount of
Jesus as He speaks of the wise and the foolish builder (Matthew 7:24-27). The person who is wise
hears the words of Jesus and does them. This WISE person is building his/her house upon a solid
rock foundation! That may not have seemed to be the case to the original recipients of these words
during a time of great persecution, but Jesus tells us here the same thing He taught before. There
would likely be one person who would read this correspondence to the assembled saints. A blessing
is pronounced upon that one who would do the reading; also, those who hear and keep the words
would likewise be blessed. I am confident that there are rich blessings to be had in a study and
application of the Book of Revelation!
• …and washed us from our sins in his own blood (5). What a marvelous blessing is here described. I like
the way Flavil Nichols explains it—This verse tells us that the precious blood of this Savior washes
away our sins. However, we must remember where that blood was shed: It was in His death. John
by inspiration recorded this sequence of events: (1) Jesus was “dead already” (John 19:33); (2) A
soldier pierced his side with a spear; (3) “Forthwith came there out blood and water” (v. 34). So, in
order for anyone to reach or contact the saving blood of Christ, he must come to the death of Christ,
for that is where His blood was shed! No man in the Bible was told to “believe” into His death. Nor
was any told to “pray” into His death. Instead, we read: “Know ye not that so many of us as were
baptized into Jesus Christ, were baptized into His death” (Romans 6:3-4). Thus, one must be
baptized into His death, in order to contact the saving blood that was shed in his death! This
explains why Ananias told Saul to “Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the
name of the Lord” (Acts 22:16). Later, it was this apostle Paul who wrote that “we were baptized
into His death” (Romans 6:3-4). Note these two irrefutable facts: (1) Revelation 1:5 tells us what
washes away our sins: “Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood;” (2)
Acts 22:16 tells us when this takes place: “And now why tarriest thou? Arise, and be baptized, and
wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord [Flavil Nichols, in The Book of Revelation,
edited by Jim Laws, p., 119].
• Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced him… (7)—Taking
that this refers to the final Judgment Day, focus in on those last five words. Immediately what
comes to mind would be the cruelty of the cross, but what about other “piercings”? There absolutely
is that day coming on which those who have opposed the Lord Jesus Christ, His church, and His
Word, will receive judgment for that opposition. Think about how grateful you will be on that day,
if you are NOT among the number of those who have not been forgiven!
• I, John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus
Christ,… (9)—It is a constant source of amazement to me how Bible believers can read such
statements as this and still believe the false doctrine of Premillennialism. Either John was in the
kingdom of Jesus Christ or he was not. By inspiration he wrote that he was. How then, do we have
folks believing that the kingdom is yet to be established?
• And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man… (13)—As we read further (v. 20)
and find that the seven candlesticks represent the seven churches (and I think the symbolic nature of
the number SEVEN stretches out to cover all faithful churches), what joy and happiness ought to
come upon us who are in the Lord’s church! When Jesus gave the Great Commission (Matthew
28:18-20), He promised to be with us. As John begins the final book of the Bible, the image he
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records reminds us of that wonderful promise. Those suffering saints of that day (1st Century)
should especially be comforted by such a picture as this presented to them to ponder. In our modern
day, with all of our comfort and conveniences, we need to stop and consider that Jesus is still with
His faithful followers!
Verses 12-16—Many commentators have taken the description here of Jesus as High Priest. To me,
the descriptive units of the image fit together more precisely to the concept of Jesus as JUDGE.
Concerning one part of the image, David Roper writes: In Micah 4:13, the daughter of Zion was
given bronze “feet” so she might “pulverize many peoples.” Similarly, the symbolism in Revelation
refers to Christ’s ability to “tread down the wicked,” making them “ashes under the soles of [His}
feet” (Malachi 4:3).

•

These suffering Christians knew who was Lord. They were making the proper and correct decisions
in not bowing to the pressures put upon them in those difficult days. However, we find later in the
book sentiments that surely came to their own hearts--Rev 6:10 And they cried with a loud voice,
saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that
dwell on the earth?. The Book of Revelation is saying that there will indeed be reward for the
faithful and there will indeed be punishment for the wicked.

•

Fear not; I am the first and the last: I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore,
Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death (17-18)—To receive a message from such a One as Jesus,
had to have been a most welcome prize to these Christians. Though John was afraid, Jesus called
upon him not to fear. The Apostle Paul wrote: “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of
power, and of love, and of a sound mind” (2 Timothy 1:7). For us today, when we are following the
teaching of the Holy Bible, we really have nothing to fear. The One we serve has the keys of hell
and of death!

Questions.
True or False
01.

_____ John was not instructed to write anything down about the present.

02.

_____ The word SHORTLY is found in this chapter.

03.

_____ John considered himself to be IN the kingdom.

04.

_____ John claimed to be ALPHA and OMEGA.

05.

_____ John saw Jesus in the middle of the seven golden candlesticks.
Multiple Choice (Select the BEST Answer)

06.

_____ The seven golden candlesticks represent: (a) seven things God hates; (b) seven ways to
shine forth; (c) the seven churches.

07.

_____ In John’s vision of Jesus, he saw this coming out of His mouth: (a) a sharp sword; (b) a
dull knife; (c) nothing.

08.

_____ John tells us that the agent for cleansing us of our sins is: (a) good works; (b) prayer; (c)
the blood of Christ.

09.

_____ John considered himself to be this kind of companion: (a) faithful; (b) in tribulation; (c)
loving.

10.

_____ This book (Revelation) is the revelation of: (a) John; (b) Jesus Christ; (c) prophecy.
Fill in the Blanks
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11.

John was in the isle that is called ____________.

12.

We do not have to wonder about what the meaning of two symbols are from the vision in this
chapter because Jesus tells us the meaning of the seven ___________ and the seven
__________________.

13.

The number ___________ is found 12 times in this chapter.

14.

The eyes of Jesus are described as a ___________ of __________.

15.

There is no support for the premillennial idea of the rapture in this chapter in that John said at
His coming ___________ eye shall _________ Him.
Each Question is worth 7 Points
My Score is: ________
Answers will be found on next week’s handout

The following questions are from the book, Revelation for Christians Today, by Lonnie Woodruff. I
am using this book (with permission) as my primary source for my radio broadcast of “Walking
in Truth.” You can read online here:
http://www.abiblecommentary.com/howtounderstandthebookofrevelation.htm
From Page 24 of Revelation for Christians Today...
01.

Who devised the symbols and figures used in the book of Revelation? (1.1).

02.

When were the events described in Revelation to begin? (1.1).

03.

What period of time do these visions cover? (Introduction).

04.

Define the following symbolic descriptions of Christ:
1. Alpha and Omega (1.11).
2. Clothed down to the foot (1.13).
3. Golden girdle (1.13).
4. White hair (1.14).
5. Eyes like flame of fire (1.14).
6. Feet of brass (1.15).
7. Voice of many waters (1.15).
8. Sharp sword proceeding out of his mouth (1.16).
9. Countenance as the sun (1.16).
10. Liveth, was dead, and alive forevermore (1.18).
11. Controls keys of hell and death (1.18).
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05.

Define the seven gold candlesticks (1.20).

06.

Where does Jesus dwell in relation to the candlesticks? (1.13).

07.

Compare Matthew 18.20 and 2 Corinthians 6.16 to the symbolism in this verse.

08.

What is Christ holding in His hand? (1.16, 20).

09.

Who does Jesus hold in His hand? (John 10.28).

10.

From the above information, who do the stars represent?

11.

In verse 20 who do the seven stars represent?

12.

Since the stars are also referred to as angels, then who do the angels represent?

13.

Compare Ephesians 1.3, 20; 2.6 with the symbolic angels of this verse.
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VII.

Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can find
them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the
good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

ALPHA
BEHOLD
DEAD
HAND
LIKE
SERVANT
THINGS

ALSO
CANDLESTICKS
EARTH
JESUS
LORD
SEVEN
VOICE
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AMEN
CHRIST
EVER
JOHN
OMEGA
SPIRIT
WORD

ANGEL
CHURCHES
FIRST
KINGS
RIGHT
STARS

ASIA
COME
GOLDEN
LAST
SAYING
TESTIMONY
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle.

Revelation 1 (KJV)
1

2

4

3

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

ACROSS
01) Revelation is the ____ of Jesus
Christ.
05) Voice of Jesus sounded as many
____.
08) John was in it.
09) To ____ these words gives a blessing
11) Describes Jesus’ sword.
12) Describes Jesus as a witness.
13) This many golden candlesticks.
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DOWN
02) John wrote that the ____ is at hand.
03) Jesus’ blood ____ us from our sins.
04) From here John wrote.
05) Head and hair were like it.
06) Jesus is alive for____.
07) In the first vision, Philadelphia was
one of them.
10) Jesus is ____ of the kings of the
world.
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Link to Lonnie Woodruff’s Revelation for Christians Today, online:
http://www.abiblecommentary.com/howtounderstandthebookofrevelation.htm

A Study of Revelation 2
I.

Outline.
1.
EPHESUS: “The Church that Left Its First Love” (Revelation 2:1-7).
2.
SMYRNA: “The Poor/Rich Church” (8-11).
3.
PERGAMOS: “The Church Dwelling in Satan’s Headquarters” (12-17).
4.
THYATIRA: “The Church with Problems from Within” (18-29).

II.

Summary.
John is told to write down a message from the Lord Jesus to the church at Ephesus. All seven of the
churches of Asia will receive a message from the Lord. The form of each of the individual messages is
similar. At the beginning of each message some part of the vision of Jesus walking among the seven
lampstands (churches, 1:20) is used to individualize the message to the particular congregation, in the
form of a greeting. Jesus will then commend, reprimand, or do both as is demanded by the spiritual
condition of the individual congregations. If repentance is needed, He will make plain what needs to be
changed. In closing the messages, He challenges all to HEAR and pronounces blessings on those who
do. Ephesus is commended highly for their patient endurance and for standing strongly against false
teachers. However, Jesus could see a fatal flaw in the hearts of the brethren at Ephesus. They had left
their FIRST love. Brother Roper suggests that Acts 19:10, 19-20 gives an indication of the degree of
love these Christians had at the beginning. Something had happened to diminish that degree of love
seen in those earlier days. Jesus demands (v. 5b) a return to the earlier position. Following this
reprimand, Jesus again commends them for hating the same thing He hates, which suggests to us another
important way we can draw close to the Lord. Then there is the beautiful figure of the TREE OF LIFE
in the Paradise of God for those who hear and overcome.
Smyrna is encouraged by the reminder that they serve a Lord who died and has come back to life. This
great church was truly POOR as the world measures wealth; however, our Lord judges them to be RICH
spiritually! He lets them know that He is aware of the horrible treatment they are receiving at the hands
of the Jews, the “synagogue of Satan.” There will be further trials for a limited time (ten days is not
literal), but those who remain faithful will be richly rewarded with the crown of life! What wonderful
news to know that there is a way to avoid “the second death”!!!
Pergamos, was precious to the Lord--because they did not deny Him. This was so even in the place
where Satan’s throne was located, and thus Christians were having to pay a high price for loyalty to
Jesus. One of their own, Antipas, had paid with his life. However, at the same time, there were two
sources of error in this church which would have to be removed or the church would be judged by the
Lord. Hidden manna and a white stone of honor are the prizes for hearing and overcoming.
Thyatira is highly commended for her good works which were increasing, rather than receding.
However, this church had its Jezebel who was spreading a message which would lead the congregation
toward unfaithfulness to the Lord. She had to be stopped! To the faithful ones in Thyatira, Jesus
demands HOLDING FAST. To the over-comer will be given power over the nations (cf., 20:4), AND
the glorious “Morning Star” (cf., 22:16).

III.

Chronology.
BIBLE PERIOD: The Period of the Church.
If you are not familiar with the 15 Bible Periods, please click here:
https://maplehillchurchofchrist.files.wordpress.com/2018/05/15bibleperiods.pdf
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IV.

Words/Phrases to Study... DRL Note: The comments below are from various sources. There is also
available a commentary on Revelation written by Lonnie Woodruff, of Benton, KY. The online link is
given at the beginning of this document. Brother Woodruff especially has an interesting view on what it
means to OVERCOME. It makes good sense to me.
• Chapters 2 & 3… “Before the Lord could give the churches encouragement, He had to give them an
examination. He could then confirm them in their strengths, correct them in their weaknesses, and
comfort them in their fears. The primary purpose of the letters, therefore, was to prepare the
congregations for the conflict that lay before them” [David Roper, Truth for Today Commentary,
Revelation 1-11, p., 106].
• 2:4… Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love—“In 96 A.D. the
Christians at Ephesus still had many noble qualities (not standing with the Nicolaitans, discerning
false teachers, being faithful to Jesus’ name), but their first love they had abandoned (Revelation
2:4). Love being greatest of all Christian qualities (Colossians 3:14; 1 Corinthians 13:13), this
defect would be fatal unless they repented. The Lord’s appraisal was that He would disown them”
[Hugo McCord, The Royal Route of Revelation, p. 20]. ||||| “It has been suggested that there
may be a connection between Jesus’ commendation and His condemnation of this congregation—
that their zeal had deteriorated into a hypocritical, judgmental spirit. This scenario is probably not
the case, since Jesus commended their zeal. It is true, however, that Christians must ever guard
against allowing their love for truth to develop into a hypercritical, faultfinding spirit” [David Roper,
p. 113].
• 2:9… …the synagogue of Satan—“Here is an indeed regrettable fact highlighted: among the greatest
opponents of the church across the first three hundred years of its existence were the Jews. … The
Jews served as allies for the Romans in persecuting the Christians” [W.B. West, Revelation through
First Century Glasses, p. 43].
• 2:13… I know thy works and where thou dwellest, even where Satan’s seat is—“The Lord speaks of Satan’s
seat or throne because there was a very large imperial cult in Pergamum. The worship of the Roman
emperor was rampant as well as the worship of other pagan gods” [W.B. West, p. 45]. |||||
“According to some writers, it was the center of Roman provincial government in Asia and was
responsible for the enforcement of emperor worship. Civic pride alone would have put constant
pressure on every citizen to acknowledge the lordship of the emperor” [David Roper, p. 130].
• 2:17… …To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna--“The word ‘hidden’ may imply
that the blessings of a Christian are hidden from the world—in the sense that the world does not
receive them, recognize them, or respect them” [David Roper, p., 139].
• 2:20… …thou sufferest that woman Jezebel…--“…there is a clear case here of a dissolute woman
having usurped the principal authority of a church. The word Jezebel ‘is not a figurative term for a
party or a movement; it designates an actual person (Rev. 2:2f), her followers being distinguished
from her.’ Whatever her actual name might have been, the Lord called her ‘Jezebel,’ after the
‘wicked queen of that name who tried to establish an idolatrous cult in the place of the worship of
Yahweh and was herself accused of whoredom and witchcraft (2 Kings 9:22)’” [Coffman].
• 2:21-23… “The Lord had this stern warning to Jezebel and her followers because of the tremendous
damage they were doing in the church. The Lord would not allow the Thyatirans to compromise
with her or allow her to continue, so destructive were her doctrines. The Lord’s patience had run
out” [W.B. West, p. 47]. ||||| “In this warning, Jesus used a play on words: Jezebel had enticed
Christians into a bed of fornication; Jesus would cast her and her followers into a bed of tribulation..
Notice, however, the qualification unless they repent. Our gracious Lord always adds that provision.
The requirement to repent of HER deeds rather than ‘their deeds’ is unusual. Since they were going
along with Jezebel, Jesus was making them responsible for all she did” [David Roper, p. 147].
• 2:26… …And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the
nations—“There is an echo here of our Lord's great parable in Luke 20:13-17, wherein the faithful
servants were promised rulership over ‘five cities’ and over ‘ten cities.’ The manner of the
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Christian's authority over nations does not appear in this promise, but it is evident subsequently in
the prophecy (Rev. 20:4)” [Coffman].
2:27... And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter…--“The reference to ruling with
a rod of iron is from Psalm 2, a Messianic psalm which speaks of Jesus’ authority (consider Psalm
2:9 in the context of the entire psalm). Jesus was promising that those who kept His deeds, that is,
obeyed Him, would share in His rule and would share ultimately in His victory over evil. It was a
dazzling prospect for this obscure church in an insignificant town” [David Roper, p. 150].

Lessons & Applications.
…These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven
1.
golden candlesticks (Revelation 2:1). Jesus does provide the meaning of the symbols: STARS and
CANDLESTICKS in 1:20. However, there still is lacking complete understanding of the “stars”
because the original Greek word here can mean “angels” or simply “messengers.” Most take the
meaning to be messengers, and then comes the discussion of who constitutes the “messengers”
of the seven churches. That will likely be discussed for a long time, but the general point being
made by Jesus (and the more important focus for us), in this message of comfort to the church at
Ephesus is that Jesus is nearby them, He is concerned for them, He cares, He knows their
condition. I would submit that He also cares for churches today that are striving to follow His
will! Lonnie Woodruff believes that the stars in the right hand of Jesus simply represent each
individual Christian in any true/faithful church, based upon John 10.28. See his book for a more
detailed discussion (pp., 22-23, 25-26). His view makes good sense to me.
2.
Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love (Revelation 2:4). Cf.,
discussion under SUMMARY above. Even though the saints at Ephesus were doing well in the
area of sound teaching, their service was fatally flawed in that it was done without proper love.
The same preacher who worked with them for three years (Acts 20:31), wrote words of warning
about the proper motivation in doing the Lord’s will (1 Corinthians 13:1-3). It was a most
serious matter to leave out love; a matter from which our Lord demanded repentance (v. 5).
…remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent (Revelation 2:5). The candlestick
3.
(lampstand) represents the church (1:20), thus these haunting words suggest a state of being out
of fellowship with the Lord Jesus is possible for a congregation of the Lord’s church. Though
we understand that we will be judged as INDIVIDUALS on Judgment Day (2 Corinthians 5:10
et.al.), churches obviously can reach a sad state of being out of fellowship with the Lord while
the earth still stands.
4.
But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate (Revelation 2:6). Not
only is it important to have love as the proper motivation for our service to the Lord, it is also
important for us to HATE the same things the Lord hates! One brother has written a book
(commenting on Revelation via a series of questions and answers) which he titles: The Lamb/The
Lion. Jesus is BOTH the Lamb and the Lion (Revelation 5:5, 8). There is BOTH the good and
severe aspect of the Lord (Romans 11:22); there is such a thing as the terror of the Lord (2
Corinthians 5:11). False teaching which leads souls away from the Lord is something the Lord
hates, and so should we!
5.
…to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God … shall not be hurt of the second
death … to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, … power over the nations … the
morning star (Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 26, 28). Blessings to the OVERCOMERS! All of these
wonderful things will be the reward to the saint who remains faithful to the Lord. If we cannot
be persuaded to do right and stay right by these promises, what would it take???
6.
I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich (Revelation 2:9). Smyrna: “The Poor,
Rich Church!” They were POOR in worldly treasure, but RICH in heavenly treasure (cf.,
Matthew 6:20).
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7.

8.

9.

10.

VI.

I know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan
(Revelation 2:9). Those who were claiming to be Jews were claiming to be God’s own people—
that is what they thought; Jesus says they were NOT His, but rather were with the adversary,
Satan. To me it is a sad thought that so many religious groups today are totally convinced that
they are God’s faithful ones, but actually are opposing His doctrine and would be given the same
title this ancient group were given.
I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat is: and thou holdest fast my name, and
hast not denied my faith,… (Revelation 2:13). It is a tremendous source of hope and
encouragement that we can take the lesson from the church at Pergamos that it is possible to be
faithful to the Lord even in the most difficult location imaginable. We are not limited as to
where we may choose to live. Actually whatever place we should choose is a place that
desperately needs a faithful Christian to live there so as to present to the other residents the
saving message of the gospel and to establish there a church of the Lord!
I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the last to be more
than the first. Rev 2:20 Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman
Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to
eat things sacrificed unto idols (Revelation 2:19-20). Stacking up multitudinous good works will
not erase the responsibility we have to be faithful to the doctrine of Christ (cf., 2 John 9-11).
But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine, and which have not known
the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none other burden (Revelation 2:24). I have
heard it argued (?) that the expression here: “I will put upon you none other burden,” is Jesus giving
the faithful ones at Thyatira the “OK” to remain in this congregation, even if the guilty ones do
not repent. When I hear such, my eyes wander back up to verse 5 and conclude, personally, that
there will come a time when the spiritual adultery Jesus describes in such a negative way here
will cause Him to remove their lampstand if they do not repent (else Jesus would be a respecter
of persons, cf., Acts 10:34-35). If no repentance is forthcoming, the faithful ones need to leave
such a group and find another or start another, if they wish to maintain fellowship with the Lord.

Questions.
True or False
01.

_____ Jesus promised to those Christians at Thyatira who were not following Jezebel, the
morning star.

02.

_____ Jesus loved the doctrine (teaching) of the Nicolaitans.

03.

_____ Pergamos was the location of “Satan’s seat.”

04.

_____ Jesus said that some at Smyrna who claimed to be Jews were really the synagogue of
Satan.

05.

_____ Jesus had nothing negative to say about the church at Ephesus.
Multiple Choice (Select the BEST Answer)

06.

_____ What is likely symbolized by the phrase—MORNING STAR: (a) the sun; (b) Jesus
Christ, Himself; (c) long life. Cf., Revelation 22:16.

07.

_____ The sin of the church at Thyatira was in: (a) being filled with pride; (b) allowing Jezebel
to teach and seduce; (c) their lukewarmness.
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08.

_____ Which passage(s) in addition to Revelation 2:14, mention(s) Balaam: (a) Numbers 22; (b)
2 Peter 2:15; (c) Jude 11; (d) all of the above; (e) none of the above.

09.

_____ The LAST WORKS of which church were more than the first: (a) Ephesus; (b) Smyrna;
(c) Pergamos; (d) Thyatira.

10.

_____ If the church at Ephesus did not remember, repent, and do the first works, the Lord would:
(a) fight against them with the sword; (b) kill her children with death; (c) remove her candlestick.
Fill in the Blanks

11.

How many of the churches mentioned in chapter two did Jesus have something against? _____

12.

______________ therefore from whence thou art fallen, and ____________ and do the ___________
works.

13.

…He that ________________ shall not be hurt of the ____________ death.

14.

Antipas was a member of the church at ________.

15.

But that which _____ __________ _____________, hold __________ till I come.
Each Question is worth 7 Points
My Score is: ________
Answers will be found on next week’s handout

ANSWERS to Revelation 1 Questions… 01—False (19); 02—True (1); 03—True (9); 04—False (8);
05—True (13); 06—c, (20); 07—a (16); 08—c (5); 09—b (9); 10—b (1); 11—Patmos (9); 12—stars,
candlesticks (20); 13—seven (4,11,12,13,16,20); 14—flame, fire (14); 15—every, eye (7).
The Questions below are from the book: Revelation for Christians Today (page 53)
http://bit.ly/LonnieOnRev
01.
What symbolism is used at the beginning of each of the seven letters to identify its author?
02.
How did Jesus praise the church at Ephesus? (2.2, 3, 6).
03.
Why was the church at Ephesus rebuked? (2.4-5).
04.
What were they instructed to do in order to be considered a faithful church by God? (2.5).
05.
What did Christ promise to do if they did not repent? (2.5).
06.
What does it mean for a church to have its candlestick removed?
07.
Why was the church at Smyrna considered a wealthy congregation? (2.9).
08.
What does it mean to have tribulation tent days? (2.10).
09.
If we remain faithful unto death, what will we receive? (2.10).
10.
What is that crown of life? (2.10).
11.
How did Jesus Praise the church at Pergamos?
12.
What did Christ have against the church at Pergamos? (2.14).
13.
How does God fight against a church today with the sword of His mouth? (2.16).
14.
What commendation did the church at Thyatira receive? (2.19).
15.
What problem had been allowed to continue at Thyatira? (2.20).
16.
What did Christ promise to do if Jezebel did not repent of her deeds? (2.21-23).
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VII.

Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can find
them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the
good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

ANGEL
DEATH
FIRST
KNOW
PATIENCE
SPIRIT
WORKS

BECAUSE
DOCTRINE
FORNICATION
LABOUR
REPENT
STAR
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CANDLESTICK
ELSE
GIVE
MIDST
SAITH
THING

CAST
EVEN
HEAR
NAME
SATAN
TRIBULATION

CHURCH
FAITH
HOLD
OVERCOMETH
SEVEN
TRIED
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle.

Revelation 2 (KJV)
1
3

2
4

5

6

8

7

9

10

11

12

13

15

14

16

17

18

ACROSS
03) A faithful martyr.
05) Jesus said they were rich here.
08) A cross-reference in 22.16 calls Jesus
the bright and morning ____.
09) Called herself a prophetess.
10) What you have already hold ____ till I
come.
14) Pergamos is commended because they
had not.
15) First church addressed.
17) Hidden ____.
18) Jesus hated their deeds
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DOWN
01) Having one of these, you should hear
what the Spirit says.
02) Ephesus was commended for this.
04) Last works were more than their first.
06) Lived where Satan’s seat was.
07) Be faithful unto ____.
11) Jesus searches the ____ and hearts
12) ____ and do the first works.
13) Jesus had a ____things against
Thyatira.
16) Jesus described Jews in one city as
the synagogue of ____.

btcRevelation …........................................…. http://maplehillchurchofchrist.blog

A Study of Revelation ………………..………………………………………………………………………….Page 16 of 158

Link to Lonnie Woodruff’s Revelation for Christians Today, online:
http://www.abiblecommentary.com/howtounderstandthebookofrevelation.htm

A Study of Revelation 3
I.

Outline.
1. Sardis: The Church of the Living Dead (Rev 3:1-6).
2. Philadelphia: The Church with the Open Door (Rev 3:7-13).
3. Laodicea: The Church that Made the Lord Sick (Rev 3:14-22).

II.

Summary.
Chapter three continues the examination Jesus made of the seven churches of Asia. We should have
great interest in what Jesus points out as weaknesses or strengths of these churches. This chapter tells
about a church which had a reputation that was good among men, but the Lord judged them to be
dead—the church at Sardis. We read of the great church at Philadelphia which had a great opportunity
set before it. We read about the lukewarm and apathetic church at Laodicea which thought of itself as
not needing anything, but was judged by the Lord to be in great need of repentance and zeal.

III.

Chronology.
BIBLE PERIOD: The Period of the Church.
If you are not familiar with the 15 Bible Periods, please click here:
https://maplehillchurchofchrist.files.wordpress.com/2018/05/15bibleperiods.pdf

IV.

Words/Phrases to Study
3:1… AND UNTO THE ANGEL OF THE CHURCH IN SARDIS … THOU HAST A NAME THAT THOU LIVEST, AND ART
DEAD—This church needed to WAKE UP from the “dead.” There are many passages which urge
Christians to awake out of sleep (1 Corinthians 15:34; Eph 5:14; 1 Thessalonians 5:6). We are
often warned to be watchful (Matthew 26:41; Acts 20:31; 1 Corinthians 10:12; 1 Peter 5:8).
Exhortations to steadfastness are frequently found in Scripture (1 Corinthians 15:58; Philippians
1:27). A practical lesson for us from reading our Lord’s letter to the church at Sardis: Are we as
AWAKE and WATCHFUL and STEADFAST as we ought to be? ||||| Think about the
impact the last phrase of this verse would have had upon the brethren at Sardis as they first had
this message read to them. David Roper points out that they already would have heard the praise
that Jesus gave to four churches: Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, and Thyatira. Sardis might have
been expecting to be praised also, but what they are told is that they have a name of being alive,
but were actually DEAD, spiritually. They received no praise [David Roper, Truth for Today
Commentary: Revelation 1-11, p., 164].
3:2… BE WATCHFUL…--It could be that when these Christians at Sardis heard these words from the Lord
they would have reflected back on the history of the city of Sardis for an illustration of the
necessity of watchfulness. Herodotus [The History, 1.84] tells about how Cyrus of Persia gained
a great victory over Sardis because of Sardis’ over-confidence and lack of watchfulness. It did
seem that there was no way to attack Sardis because of the precipitous mountain walls upon
which it was built. However, according to Herodotus, a Persian soldier, Hyroeades, watched a
Lydian soldier retrieve a helmet which had fallen from the wall. By retrieving the helmet, this
Lydian had actually shown Hyroeades that it was possible to climb up to the city. He led a force
up the same path, and since King Croesus WAS NOT WATCHFUL, and neglected to post a
guard at that unlikely attack point, Cyrus gained his victory.
3:5… HE THAT OVERCOMETH, THE SAME SHALL BE CLOTHED IN WHITE RAIMENT;--“Whosoever he may be that
shall overcome sin and the temptations of this world, shall be admitted to this glorious reward.
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The promise is made not only to those in Sardis who should be victorious, but to all in every age
and every land. The hope that is thus held out before us, is that of appearing with the Redeemer
in his kingdom, clad in robes expressive of holiness and joy” [Barnes’ Notes].
3:8… I HAVE SET BEFORE THEE AN OPEN DOOR—The prophets predicted that the Messianic Kingdom would
be world-wide in scope. It would have a small beginning and then would fill the earth as the
waters cover the sea (Isa 11:9). Daniel foresaw the kingdom as a stone that was cut out without
hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay and would break them in pieces
(Dan 2:34). This stone which Daniel mentioned became a great mountain and filled the whole earth
(Dan 2:35). In the New Testament, Jesus compared the growth of the kingdom to a grain of
mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field: Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is
grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the
branches thereof (Mt 13:31-32). It is obvious from these passages that our Lord did not intend for
His kingdom to be LOCAL, or REGIONAL; He planned that it would we international and
universal. The church in the city of Philadelphia, in the first century, had been given AN OPEN
DOOR for spreading the gospel message. Let us learn from the letter Jesus sent to this good
church that He would have us to have EYES OPEN for doors of opportunity to spread the saving
message throughout the world!
3:10… Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation--This
passage gives a clear statement of the conditional nature of the promises of God--"BECAUSE
OF . . . I WILL ALSO KEEP." Brother Harold Littrell translates the phrase, "the word of my
patience," as "the word of my steadfastness," and notes that this is another way of saying that they
need to "abide in the doctrine of Christ (2 John 9)" [English Study Bible, p. 401]. The word for
"patience" is—hupomone--in the NT the characteristic of a man who is not swerved from his
deliberate purpose and his loyalty to faith and piety by even the greatest trials and sufferings.
Certainly it would be necessary for these saints to continue to abide in the doctrine of Christ in
order to receive the conditional promise of overcoming temptation (Revelation 2:10). Coffman
says that what the Lord promises here is "safety through trials, not exemption from trials"
[Coffman, p. 81].
1.
Without doubt the Bible teaches that so long as we live upon this earth there will be
temptation (1 Corinthians 10:12; 16:13; 1 Peter 5:8).
2.
These saints could expect to continue to be tested severely, but the encouragement from
the Lord is that they do not have to yield.
3.
If they continue reacting to temptation as they had done thusfar, they could be and would
be victorious.
4.
Through their faithfulness and the providence of the Lord they would be able
successfully to meet all trials.
3:17… BECAUSE THOU SAYEST, I AM RICH, AND INCREASED WITH GOODS, AND HAVE NEED OF NOTHING—One
thing which should be obvious to us in reading the letters to the seven churches of Asia is that
what men think about a particular church and what God thinks are often not the same. This
church at Laodicea THOUGHT they had need of nothing. How WRONG they were! This was
the church which made our Lord sick. He said they were: wretched, and miserable, and poor, and
blind, and naked (3:17). This letter to the church of the Laodiceans should cause us to desire for
ourselves a diligent and honest examination in light of God’ Word. We must not be measuring
ourselves by ourselves (2 Corinthians 10:12)! Instead, let us judge according to TRUTH (Rom
2:2).

V.

Lessons & Applications.
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1.

Sardis: The Church of the Living Dead (Rev 3:1-6).
No Commendation was given to this church. The reproof was: I have found no works
completed. The warning was: If you will not watch I will come upon you as a thief in the night
and you will not know that I have come upon you. The promise: Those that have not defiled
their garments shall walk with me in white. LESSONS:
1)
That a dying church may still have a good reputation as a living church. Thus, we must
not be deceived by what praises men may give to a church.
2)
That a dying church, in order to heal itself, should—
1Be alert and watchful.
2Hang on to the good it has left.
3Strive to complete her own works before God.
4Remember how things once were and repent.
Important Note: No doctrinal error is mentioned as threatening this church. In such a
situation, when the problem is lack of doing good works, individuals who are faithfully
working (thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their
garments, v. 4), even though members of a congregation that is basically dead, may still
receive their reward. Some try to use verse 4 to justify staying in a church which IS
plagued with doctrinal error and to do so is to misuse the passage—that is like comparing
apples and oranges!
Philadelphia: The Church with the Open Door (Rev 3:7-13).
The commendation: You have little power; you have kept the word, and have not denied the
name of Christ. No reproof is given. The warning: Hold fast what you have so that no man
takes your crown. LESSONS:
1)
A church will little actual power by the standards of men can still be praised by God if
it—
1Keeps His word patiently.
2Does not deny His name.
2)
That our problems can be our opportunities if we…
1Look upon them as OPEN DOORS.
2Hold fast our crown.
Laodicea: The Church that Made the Lord Sick (Rev 3:14-22).
The commendation: NONE. The reproof: Be zealous and repent. The promise: He that
overcomes I will give to sit down with me in my throne. LESSONS:
1)
A lukewarm church has nothing going for it.
2)
Lukewarmness is worse than being hot or cold—
1A COLD church would know it was lost and might repent.
2A lukewarm church has a great self-image and (in its pride) won’t know it needs
to repent.
3)
That self-righteous hypocrisy sickens the Lord and makes Him want to spew us out of
His mouth.
3)

2.

3.

VI.

Questions.
True or False
01.

_____ Jesus said, “As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten.”

02.

_____ The Laodiceans were poor, blind, and naked.

03.

_____ Some who said they were Jews were actually the synagogue of Satan.

04.

_____ The church at Philadelphia received severe rebuke from the Lord.
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05.

_____ There were a few names at Sardis who were worthy.
Multiple Choice (Select the BEST Answer)

06.

_____ The Laodicean Christians thought they had need of: (a) truth; (b) the Spirit; (c) nothing.

07.

_____ Jesus is described to the church at Laodicea as: (a) He that is holy; (b) He that hath the
seven spirits of God; (c) the Amen.

08.

_____ The Lord promised to make those of the synagogue of Satan know what: (a) His terror;
(b) righteousness; (c) His love for faithful Christians.

09.

_____ Was Sardis one of the two churches which receive NO commendation: (a) YES; (b) NO.

10.

_____ To which church did Jesus say: I HAVE NOT FOUND THY WORKS PERFECT
BEFORE GOD: (a) Sardis; (b) Philadelphia; (c) Laodicea.
Fill in the Blanks

11.

Be ______________, and ________________ the things which remain, that are ready to _________.

12.

He that hath an _________, let him __________ what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

13.

…Hold that fast which thou hast, that no man __________ thy ___________.

14.

So then because thou are ______________, and neither cold nor hot, I will __________ thee out of my
__________.

15.

To him that ________________ will I grant to ________ with me in my ____________...
Each Question is worth 7 Points
My Score is: ________
Answers will be found on next week’s handout

ANSWERS to Revelation 2 Questions… 01—True (25-28); 02—False (15); 03—True (12-13); 04—
True (19); 05—False (4); 06—b (28; 22.16); 07—b (20); 08—d (14); 09—d (19); 10—c (5); 11—Three
(4, 14, 20); 12—Remember, repent, first (5); 13—overcometh, second (13); 14—Pergamos (12-23);
15—ye, have, already, fast (25).
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VII.

Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can find
them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the
good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

ANGEL
COME
HOLD
MAYEST
SPIRIT
WORKS

BECAUSE
DOOR
HOUR
NAME
THEREFORE
WRITE
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BEHOLD
EVEN
KNOW
OVERCOMETH
THINGS

CHURCH
FAST
LOVE
REPENT
WATCH

COLD
HEAR
MAKE
SAITH
WHITE
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle.

Revelation 3 (KJV)
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

ACROSS

DOWN

03) The works of Sardis were not this.
05) Jesus said this church was dead.
08) Jesus desired one church to be ____ or
hot.
10) Jesus said: “I ____ thee,” to the
Laodiceans.
13) Jesus mentions the synagogue of ____.
14) Had an open door.
15) Jesus rebukes and chastens as many as
He ____.
16) This kind of door had been set before
Philadelphia.

01) Lukewarm was the church of the ____.
02) One of the churches claimed to be ____
04) This many at Sardis had not defiled
their garments.
06) Jesus stands here and knocks.
07) Part of the charge to the Laodiceans
was to be this.
09) Jesus promised to keep Philadelphia
Christians from this hour.
11) The one who overcomes will be this in
God’s temple.
12) Those who had not defiled their
garments would walk with Jesus
in it.
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Link to Lonnie Woodruff’s Revelation for Christians Today, online:
http://www.abiblecommentary.com/howtounderstandthebookofrevelation.htm

A Study of Revelation 4
I.

Outline.
1.
“BEHOLD,” John is allowed to view the throne room of God (Revelation 4:1).
2.
John attempts to describe the throne which he sees (2-3).
3.
There are 24 Elders surrounding the throne plus 4 living creatures (4-8a).
4.
Constant worship/praise continues of the one upon the throne (8b-11).

II.

Summary.
In Revelation 4 John looked and saw an opened door. He was invited to see what was on the other side
of the door. On the other side of the door was the very throne room of God. From his description of the
scene John must have had similar feelings as those of the children of Israel when the glory of God was
manifested to them (Exodus 19:16-20). The whole scene seems intended to emphasize that God IS
STILL ON HIS THRONE. He is still in control! For the saints of the first century, Domitian may have
seemed a mighty ruler, and greatly to be feared, but in comparison to the Lord God, he was nothing!
Surrounding the throne were four living creatures. The KJV uses “beasts,” which might be somewhat
misleading at least as 21st Century folks think of beasts. The original term seems better translated in the
ASV and other versions as living creatures. Also, there were 24 elders seated in thrones surrounding the
throne of God. Who were these 24 elders? Lonnie Woodruff (in Revelation for Christians Today),
suggests the following: “To determine this we must rely on the symbolic number “12” which is used to
represent organized religion. God has made two covenants with man---the law of Moses and the law of
Christ. The law of Moses was represented by the twelve children of Israel, and the law of Christ is
represented by the twelve apostles. If we take “12,” the number of organized religion, and double it for
the two covenants, the result is “24.” These twenty-four elders represent the lawgivers of the Old
Testament and New Testament.” See more from Lonnie Woodruff at: http://bit.ly/WSLUU9

III.

Chronology.
BIBLE PERIOD: The Period of the Church.
If you are not familiar with the 15 Bible Periods, please click here:
https://maplehillchurchofchrist.files.wordpress.com/2018/05/15bibleperiods.pdf

IV.

Words/Phrases to Study
• Chapter 4… “It is clear that with the beginning of this chapter one passes into another part of
Revelation. As chapters two and three with their short letters are related to the opening vision and
concern themselves with the church and its struggles on earth, chapter four pictures to us God upon
his throne, with the spiritual beings surrounding him, and the adoration of the heavenly hosts given
in worship to God on his throne. The exalted expressions of worship, with their beautiful poetical
reminders of Old Testament adorations, lift one above the struggles, discouragements, and strife of
the church in the world. To see God as sovereign upon his throne ruling in his universe must have
been of tremendous encouragement to the scattered, struggling Christians at the close of the first
century” [Frank Pack, Revelation, Part I, Sweet, 1965, p. 49].
• Chapter 4... Some appropriate songs to sing along with the study of this chapter: #16, “Holy, Holy,
Holy;” #111, “Arise, You Saints of God;” #220, “He Is Able to Deliver Thee;” #557, “On Zion’s
Glorious Summit;” #567, “Watching You;” #655, “Before Jehovah’s Awful Throne;” #669,
“Though Hosts of Sin Encamp Around;” #670, “Mighty God May All Adore Thee;” #716, “Worthy
Art Thou;” #870, “The City on High;” #902, “The Wonder of It All;” #928, “To Thee, Almighty
God, We Sing” [Numbers from Sacred Songs of the Church, W.D. Jeffcoat, editor]. A passage of
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•

Scripture appropriate to MEMORIZE along with the study of this chapter: Hebrews 10:19--Having
therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus.
Chapter 4... Oh, what a tremendous experience it would have been for you and me and all the
children of God of all ages to sit with the Christians of Asia Minor and to hear these words and see
these scenes. It would assure them again that they were part of the greatest cause that heaven or
earth has ever known. They had assurance that the cause they were living for and risking their lives
for would be triumphant [W.B. West, Jr., Revelation through First-Century Glasses, edited by Bob
Prichard, p. 62].
Chapter 4... “The student is quickly aware that some of the terminology of Isaiah 6 and Ezekiel 1,
as well as of passages in Daniel, is used in this chapter, and throughout Revelation. But despite
many of the striking symbols being employed, the vision here is distinctly different. This chapter,
however, ‘is as much adapted to impress the mind as any of the others.’<3> The terminology John
used here in describing what God revealed to him, although found in the Old Testament, is used in
an independent manner. ‘We do not find even a single Old Testament quotation, but only
adaptations and nothing more.’<4> … The most important thing that anyone can know about the
universe is that there is a control center. It does not exist like some robot machine that has been
wound up and left to run itself out. The throne of God and of Christ is the final and conclusive
denial of the ‘chance theory,’ regarding either creation or the continuity of the material universe”
[Coffman’s Commentary].
4:1… …I WILL SHEW THEE THINGS WHICH MUST BE HEREAFTER—“Among the things to be ‘shown’ in the
following chapters are the Second Coming of Christ and the final judgment of the living and the
dead. It is a critical mistake, therefore, to understand this prophecy as already having been fulfilled
in its entirety” [Coffman’s Commentary].
4:2… …AND IMMEDIATELY I WAS IN THE SPIRIT…--“…the phrase ‘in the Spirit’ is a dramatic device
used from time to time (see 17:3; 21:10) to emphasize that, during the ENTIRE revelation, John was
being guided by the Spirit, or that his spirit was under the Lord’s control ” [David Roper, Truth for
Today Commentary: Revelation 1-11, Resource Publications, p. 208].
4:3… …A RAINBOW ROUND ABOUT THE THRONE, IN SIGHT LIKE UNTO AN EMERALD--“Whatever may be the
meaning of the bow, it concealed the glorious person of God from the eyes of the prophet. Any
effort to try to identify the meaning of these colors with aspects of God’s nature can only be highly
tentative and we shall not make the attempt [Pack, p. 51].” ||||| “Note that, ‘There is here no
description of the Divine Being, so as to point out any similitude, shape, or dimensions.’<22> If
there had been, people would probably have made idols of it and worshipped it. Regarding the
stones here mentioned, we do not know exactly what they were, nor their color with any certainty”
[Coffman’s Commentary].
4:4… AND ROUND ABOUT THE THRONE WERE FOUR AND TWENTY SEATS: AND UPON THE SEATS I SAW FOUR AND
TWENTY ELDERS…--“This number is twelve, a number often used to indicate religious completeness,
intensified by two. This symbolism suggests that the twenty-four represented all those who were
remaining ‘faithful until death’ (2:10)” [David Roper, p. 211].
4:6-8… FOUR BEASTS—“The KJV has the unfortunate rendering ‘beasts,’ which suggests bestial
monsters. The Greek text does not use the word for ‘beast’ (therion), a word that is later used in
13:1, 11 to speak of the enemies of Jesus. Rather, the Greek text has ‘living[things or ones]’ (zoa).
… The creatures may simply be heavenly reminders of the character of God” [David Roper, p. 21516].
4:11… …WORTHY ART THOU, OUR LORD AND OUR GOD, TO RECEIVE THE GLORY AND THE HONOR AND THE
POWER [ASV]—“Here is something which would be even more meaningful to John's people than it is
to us. The phrase for Lord and God is: kurios kai theos; and that was the official title of Domitian,
the Roman Emperor. It was, indeed, because the Christians would not acknowledge that claim that
they were persecuted and killed. Simply to call God Lord and God was a triumphant confession of
faith, an assertion that he holds first place in all the universe” [William Barclay, Daily Study Bible].
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V.

Lessons & Applications.
1.
The following lessons come from Paul Sain in, The Book of Revelation, edited by Jim Laws, 23rd
Annual Spiritual Sword Lectureship, pp., 258-59].
1)
God is the supreme authority (ruler), always has been and always will be. He is in
control of human and Divine matters.
2)
The throne of God is indescribably beautiful. The human mind cannot comprehend
the magnitude of its glory. This mere glimpse is but a reflection of what is to come.
3)
Worship is important to God. God desires to be worshipped. He is a jealous God.
Worship must be according to His specifications.
4)
God is worthy of the worship of the saved, angels, and all creation! He is the
Almighty One, the Creator of the universe is “worthy.”
5)
Creation of the universe by Jehovah is emphasized. Evolution is an ungodly “theory”
perpetuated by Satan and his servants.
2.
On pages 218-224, of his commentary in the “Truth for Today Commentary” series, David
Roper lists ten applications (with footnotes) from Revelation 4. The thoughts below are quoted
or developed from that source.
1)
Lift Your Eyes to Heaven.
1“John shifted his eyes from this world to heaven. He was empowered by the
Spirit to see beyond his exile on desolate Patmos into the majestic throne room of
God” [p. 219].
2The Hebrews writer encourages us (12:1-2) to live the Christian life as if running
a race with our eyes on Jesus—“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed
about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and
the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race
that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith;
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the
shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.”
3-

2)

3)

Jesus was victorious over Satan and death and if we will keep before us in our
own race the example set by Jesus and the beauty/power of the throne John saw,
we also will be victorious.
God Controls the Universe--“As we look into God’s throne room, are we given all the
answers to the perplexing problems of life? No, but we are given the most important
answer: Whether or not we understand what is happening and why, we can be assured
that God is still in command and will make everything come out all right. That is His
guarantee to us” [p. 220].
Worship God (4:8-11)—“In verses 8 through 11, the four living creatures were followed
by the twenty-four elders in bringing honor to God. Is it not amazing that these
wondrous beings in heaven worship God, but many on the earth refuse to do so? Is it not
heartbreaking that mankind praises everything from tennis players to toothpaste but
widely refuses to praise God?
“If we would ‘worship in spirit and truth’ (Jn. 4:24), we must learn to praise God,
for the heart of worship is praise. The word ‘worship’ comes from an Old English word
which means ‘to ascribe worth.’ The essence of worship is recognizing and declaring
God’s worth. The Psalmist gave this decree (cf., Psalms 96:7-9).
“When we praise Him in this way, at least four blessings will be ours: We will
have a renewed reverence for God, a deeper sense of His presence, and increased
awareness of our need for Him, and a closer kinship with our fellow worshipers” [pp.
222-23].
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4)

VI.

The Greatest Questions (4:11)—“… Revelation 4:11 praises God as Creator: ‘You
created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created.’ This verse
brings to mind three of the greatest questions ever pondered: ‘Where did I come from?’;
‘Why am I here?’; ‘Where am I going?’ Our text answers two of these directly and
implies the answer to the third.
“‘Where did I come from?’ I came from God: ‘You created all things.’ I am not
the product of blind chance or the result of some imagined evolutionary process. Rather,
I am God’s special creation. I am made in His image—and so are you. ‘He Himself
gives to all people life and breath and all things’ (Acts 17:25).
“‘Why am I here?’ I am here as the result of God’s will: ‘because of Your will
they existed.’ Since this idea is true, my purpose in life is to fulfill His will. I was not
placed on this earth to pursue a life of comfort, to fill my days with frolic, or even to be
successful as the world defines success. To use the KJV phrasing, we are here for His
“pleasure” (v. 11).
“‘Where am I going?’ Someday I will face the God who made me, and I will give
an account of how I fulfilled my purpose on earth (see 20:11-15). ‘So then each one of
us will give an account of himself to God’ (Rom. 14:12); ‘Moreover, it is required … that
one be found trustworthy’ (1 Cor. 4:2). We will never contemplate more awesome
truths” [pp. 223-24].

Questions.
True or False
01.

_____ In chapter 4, none were found worthy.

02.

_____ The four living creatures (beasts), each had four wings.

03.

_____ The four living creatures could see in all directions.

04.

_____ John saw something on the heads of the 24 elders.

05.

_____ If frequency of use of a word tells us something about the theme of a chapter, then the
theme of chapter four involves a THRONE (used 12x).
MATCHING
A. Smoke

F. Had a face as a man

B. 24 Elders

G. Like a trumpet talking

C. Round about the throne

H. Above the door

D. Like a flying eagle

I. Voices

E. Loud and demanding

J. John

06.

_____ Said, “Thou art worthy.”

07.

_____ The third beast.

08.

_____ Out of the throne proceeded lightnings, and thundering and…

09.

_____ The voice John heard.

10.

_____ Position of the rainbow.
WHO Said or Did It?

11.

____________________ Gave glory, honor, and thanks to the One on the throne.
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12.

____________________ Was “in the spirit.”

13.

____________________ Cast crowns before the throne.

14.

____________________ Were clothed in white raiment.

15.

____________________ Did not rest day and night.
Each Question is worth 7 Points
My Score is: ________
Answers will be found on next week’s handout

ANSWERS to Revelation 3 Questions… 01—True (19); 02—True (17); 03—True (9); 04—False (713); 05—True (4); 06—c, (17); 07—c (14); 08—c (9); 09—a (1-6); 10—a (2); 11—watchful,
strengthen, die (2); 12—ear, hear, (6); 13—take, crown (11); 14—lukewarm, spew, mouth (16); 15—
overcometh, sit, throne (21).
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VII.

Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can find
them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the
good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

BEAST
DOOR
FOUR
HITHER
LOOK
SEATS
THERE
VOICE

BEHOLD
ELDERS
FULL
HOLY
LORD
SEVEN
THINGS

COME
EVER
GLORY
HONOUR
OPENED
SHEW
THRONE

CREATED
EYES
HEARD
LIKE
SAID
SPIRIT
TRUMPET

CROWNS
FIRST
HEAVEN
LIVETH
SAYING
TALKING
TWENTY
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle.

Revelation 4 (KJV)
1
4

2

3

5

5

6

7

8

9

11

13

12

14

ACROSS
04) This was opened in heaven.
05) This proceeded out of the throne.
07) Found a dozen times in this chapter.
09) For the Lord’s ____ were all things
created.
11) Around the throne were four and
____ seats.
12) The fourth beast was like a flying...
13) Like a calf was the ____ beast.
14) Each of the beasts had six of these.
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DOWN
01) Thou art ____, O Lord.
02) Not only is God holy, but also...
03) The sea of glass was like...
05) Surrounding the throne was a ____.
06) Accompanied #5 Across.
07) The voice John heard was like a...
08) Beasts gave this to the one on the
throne.
10) Clothed in white raiment.
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Link to Lonnie Woodruff’s Revelation for Christians Today, online:
http://www.abiblecommentary.com/howtounderstandthebookofrevelation.htm

A Study of Revelation 5
I.

Outline.
1.
The Problem Expounded (Revelation 5.1-4).
2.
The Person Exalted (5-7)
3.
The Praises expressed (8-14)
--Adapted from Merrill C. Tenney

II.

Summary.
There is a close connection between chapters 4 and 5. In chapter 4 there is praise for God the Creator
and here in chapter 5 there is praise for the Lamb, Jesus Christ, Who is worthy. The “book” or scroll
seen in the hand of the One Who sat upon the throne is sealed with seven seals. How will it be opened?
John weeps (bitterly, cf., Luke 19:41) that it has been declared that none is worthy to open the sealed
document. However, thankfully, there was One Who was worthy to open the seals—The Lamb Who
had been slain. When the Lamb took the book, the 28 began to worship Him, singing a new song.
Following this a great innumerable multitude began to join in the praise of the Lamb.

III.

Chronology.
BIBLE PERIOD: The Period of the Church.
If you are not familiar with the 15 Bible Periods, please click here:
https://maplehillchurchofchrist.files.wordpress.com/2018/05/15bibleperiods.pdf

IV.

Words/Phrases to Study
• Chapter 5… “While the persecutions of the saints of the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd centuries were
unquestionably far more intense and severe than anything most of us have ever experienced, still we
too need to know that God reigns supreme and through the Lamb’s blood we are redeemed and in
the Lion’s strength we can confidently expect to triumph” [Maxie Boren, “Worthy is the Lamb,” in
The Book of Revelation, edited by Jim Laws, 23rd Annual Spiritual Sword Lectureship, pp., 261-62].
||||| “Chapters 4 and 5 go together; chapter 4 centers on worship to God as Creator, while chapter 5
features worship to Christ as Redeemer” [David Roper, Revelation 1-11, Truth for Today
Commentary, p. 225]
• 5:1… …A BOOK WRITTEN WITHIN AND ON THE BACKSIDE, SEALED WITH SEVEN SEALS—“Exodus 32:15-16
describes the two stone tablets on which the Ten Commandments were engraved as ‘inscribed on
both sides, front and back.’ These tablets are ‘the work of God; the writing was the writing of God,
engraved on the tablets.’ If John intends for us to think of this passage, then he wants us to view the
writing on both sides of the scroll as put there by God” [College Press New Testament]. ||||| “A
seal served three purposes: It verified ownership, assured genuineness, and protected the contents
(see comments on 7:4). The seal protected the contents of a manuscript, even as a seal protects the
contents of a medicine bottle: If the seal is broken, we are wary of the contents. The fact that this
scroll had seven seals indicated that it was COMPLETELY sealed. No one could know what was
inside without breaking the seals” [Roper, p. 227].
• 5:4… AND I WEPT MUCH, BECAUSE NO MAN WAS FOUND WORTHY TO OPEN AND TO READ THE BOOK--“The
exiled apostle is filled with anxiety to penetrate the secrets of futurity, and to know the fortunes of
that Church which he loved better than he loved his own life. He was then a prisoner on a rocky isle
of the sea. It was a time of persecution. He was separated from the saints, and ardently desires to
know the results, in the future, of all the struggles, sufferings and blood of a persecuted people”
[B.W. Johnson]. ||||| “The book-roll is sealed against inspection; it is not offered to John to read.
The contents will be learned [as] the seals are successively disclosed in the following chapters”

Created by: David Lemmons

btcRevelation …........................................…. http://maplehillchurchofchrist.blog

A Study of Revelation ………………..………………………………………………………………………….Page 30 of 158

•

•

•
•

•

V.

[Quoting Charles H. Roberson, Maxie Boren, pp., 264-65]. ||||| “Obviously this is a dramatic
touch, since God knew who would be able to open the book and reveal that which was to come. He
did not have to search through the universe to find Christ. The answer that follows lets us know this.
Yet the incident emphasizes the dramatic quality of this book” [Frank Pack, Revelation, Part I, p.
56, emphasis mine, DRL].
5:5… …THE LION OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, THE ROOT OF DAVID, HATH PREVAILED TO OPEN THE BOOK—“But
how could this be? Judah in person had been a rascal. He had wanted to kill Joseph, and did have a
part in selling him. Judah committed adultery with his own daughter-in0law. But, thank God, he
lived long enough to overcome selfish indulgence. His disposition so changed from selfishness that
he was willing to become a bondman forever to keep tears off his old father’s face. Judah truly
became a prince (1 Chronicles 5:2), prevailing above his brothers (cf., Genesis 49:10; Hebrews
7:14). His character had become unimpeachable, and as unconquerable as a lion. Now he was
worthy to be a progenitor of lion-like David, and he in turn to be the ancestor of Jesus, the root of
David. Great promises (2 Samuel 7:16; Luke 1:32-33) made to David were fulfilled in Jesus, the
lion of Judah. This mighty descendant, in the world’s most crucial struggle, overcame the devil,
entering into the house of the strong man, and binding him (Matthew 12:29). In this way he brought
to naught him who had the power of death, that is, the devil (Hebrews 2:14). Jesus as a conquering
lion destroyed death and brought life and immortality to light through the Gospel (2 Timothy 1:10).
The king of beasts, the type of the mighty Christ, had prevailed. thanks be to God who gave us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 15:57). he now has the keys of death and of
Hades (Revelation 1:18). he has led captivity captive, and has distributed gifts to men (Ephesians
4:8)” [Hugo McCord, The Royal Route of Revelation, p. 32]. ||||| HATH PREVAILED in the
KJV is OVERCOME in the ASV—“‘Overcome’ is the word used again and again in the letters to
the seven churches; it is the verb form of the Greek word for ‘victory,’ (nike). Since this One had
been victorious, He was qualified to open the book” [David Roper, p. 230].
5:6… …IN THE MIDST OF THE ELDERS, STOOD A LAMB AS IT HAD BEEN SLAIN, HAVING SEVEN HORNS AND SEVEN
EYES, WHICH ARE THE SEVEN SPIRITS OF GOD SENT FORTH INTO ALL THE EARTH—“He has the marks of
sacrificial death still on himself, but he is not dead; he is standing and alive. He also has power (i.e.,
seven horns) and knowledge (i.e., seven eyes) which work for the benefit of those who trust and
follow him. Because of who he is and what he has done, he is the one and only person who is
worthy (in holiness and authority) to open and reveal the contents of the book of the destiny of
mankind” [Rubel Shelly, The Lamb and His Enemies, p. 48]. Cf., Deuteronomy 33:17.
5:8… …GOLDEN VIALS FULL OF ODOURS…--“The comforting thought is that these prayers are not lost,
but are presented at the throne of God and before the Lamb” [B.W. Johnson].
5:10… AND HAST MADE US UNTO OUR GOD KINGS AND PRIESTS: AND WE SHALL REIGN ON THE EARTH—“No
reference is made here to a political sovereignty, nor to a millennial reign on earth, but rather to a
spiritual ruling that they share with Jesus Christ” [Pack, p. 60]. ||||| “As Christians, we reign in
several ways: (1) We are the kingdom of Christ (Revelation 1:6), which is the church (Matthew
16:18-19). (2) Since God is our Father (1 Corinthians 1:3), we are part of the Royal Family. (3)
Since Christ is presently reigning (Acts 2:33-36; 1 Corinthians 15:25) and we are ‘in Christ’ (2
Corinthians 5:17), we share in His reign. (4) Since we have been saved, no longer does death reign
over us; rather, we have been given the strength to ‘reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ
(Romans 5:17; see Romans 5:14, 21)” [Roper, pp., 235-36].
5:12… …WORTHY IS THE LAMB THAT WAS SLAIN TO RECEIVE POWER, AND RICHES, AND WISDOM, AND
STRENGTH, AND HONOUR, AND GLORY, AND BLESSING—“In keeping with the frequent use of the number
seven (i.e., perfection) in apocalyptic literature, the Lamb is praised by means of seven expressions”
[Shelly, p. 48].

Lessons & Applications.
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This chapter PRAISES our great Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Thankfully, He IS worthy to
open the book and loose the seven seals. Jesus is presented here as the Lamb of God Who is Worthy
to Be Praised. Actually, Jesus is the HEART of the entire New Testament: In Matthew He is the
King of the Jews (Mt 2:2); In Mark He is the servant of God (Mark 10:44-45); In Luke He is the
perfect Son of Man (Luke 9:56); In John He is the exalted Son of God (John 20:30-31); In Acts He
is the ascended Lord (Acts 1:9-11); In Romans He our righteousness (Rom 3:21-25); In 1
Corinthians He is the firstfruits from the dead (1 Cor 15:20); In 2 Corinthians He is the One made
sin for us (2 Cor 5:21); In Galatians He is the One who set us free (Gal 2:20-21); In Ephesians He
is the One who blesses (Eph 1:3); In Philippians He is the joy bringer (Phil 3:1,3; 4:4); In
Colossians He is the pre-eminent One (Col 1:18); In 1 Thessalonians He is the returning Lord (1
Thes 4:13-18); In 2 Thessalonians He is the world's judge (2 Thes 1:7-9); In 1 Timothy He is our
mediator (1 Tim 2:5); In 2 Timothy He is the bestower of crowns (2 Tim 4:8); In Titus He is our
great God and Savior (Titus 1:3-4); In Philemon He is the Equalizer (Philemon 16); In Hebrews He
is the rest of faith (Heb 4:8-11); In James He is the Lord of Sabaoth [hosts] (James 5:4); In 1 Peter
He is the theme of Old Testament prophecy (1 Pet 1:19-21); In 2 Peter He is the longsuffering
Savior (2 Pet 2:21); In 1 John He is the Word of life (1 Jn 1:1); In 2 John He is the target of the
anti-Christ (2 John 7); In 3 John He is the personification of truth (3 John 1-4); In Jude He is the
believer's hope (Jude 24); In Revelation He is the victorious Lamb (Rev 5:6) [Have seen this in
many bulletins, not sure of its original source].
WEEP NOT: BEHOLD, THE LION OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, THE ROOT OF DAVID, HATH PREVAILED TO OPEN THE
BOOK, AND TO LOOSE THE SEVEN SEALS THEREOF—Do we find Jesus acting like a lion during His personal
ministry? Actually, during our Lord's earthly ministry we find Him acting BOTH as the "LAMB OF
GOD" (John 1:29; Acts 8:32) and as the "LION THAT IS OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH" (Rev 5:45). When He was attacked PERSONALLY, he acted as the LAMB and did not retaliate (Mt 27:12;
1 Pet 2:22-23). When His TEACHING was attacked, He acted as the LION and boldly defended it
(Mt 12:1-8, 22-28; 21:23-27). We are urged to have the mind of Christ (Phil 2:5), so this behooves
us likewise to react civilly without losing our “cool” when we might be attacked personally, but it
ought to anger us and we ought to STAND AND DEFEND (1 Peter 3:15), whenever the word of our
Lord is attacked, misused, abused, twisted, and disrespected!
Further, consider these words from Alan Adams: “The most readily obvious implication of Jesus as
‘head of the church’ is that of authority. It’s so frustrating when people emphasize one aspect of
Jesus and His relationship to us, and ignore others. Some only want to think of Jesus as Savior, but
not as Master. Some want the Lamb, but not the Lion (Rev. 5:5-6). It’s kind of like some children
who only want to see parents as Dispensaries and not Disciplinarians. As ‘head of the church,’ Jesus
is ruler, controller, and guide of the church. What is the practical application of this? Paul says that
this authority of Jesus extends to our every action and every word spoken: "whatsoever ye do in
word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus" (Col. 3:17). Acts 4:7 explains ‘in the name of the
Lord Jesus’ as meaning ‘by his power or authority.’ A church of Christ, and a ‘member’ thereof (1
Cor. 12:13), is obligated to act and speak only at the behest, direction or permission of Him who is
the Head. It is the height of hypocrisy to give lip service to Jesus as Savior and, by our deeds reject
Him as Head.”
MARK YOUR BIBLES… “The 5th chapter of the book of Revelation is a marvelous portrait of the
majesty of Jesus. Four times in this chapter Christ is designated as the ‘Lamb’—an obvious allusion
to the sacrificial nature of the Lord’s mission. As the chapter opens, John beholds God upon his
throne, holding a sealed scroll in his right hand. The context reveals that the document is a record of
events yet to transpire. But who is qualified to reveal the future? At first John was sad, because it
appeared that no one was worthy to open the scroll. But the apostle was told that the Lion from
Judah, the Root of David, had overcome, and so was qualified to break the seals, and reveal the
contents of the scroll. About that time, John saw ‘a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain…’
(5:6). We pause here to make a significant comment. Both of the verbals, ‘standing’ and ‘having
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been slain’ are perfect tense forms in the original language. The perfect tense denotes action in the
past with abiding results. The language thus suggests this: (1) Though the Lamb had been slain, it
stood up and remained standing. This is a clear allusion to Christ’s resurrection from the dead (cf.
1:18). (2) Though the Lamb’s death had occurred at a previous point in history, the effects of that
death remained; hence, Jesus’ sacrifice is as efficacious today as it was in the first century. The
Lamb ‘took’ the book from God’s hand (7)—the tense (perfect) reveals that he kept it—an
affirmation that human destiny is in the Lord’s hands. What comfort! These are significant points.
Make appropriate notes in the margin of your Bible” [Wayne Jackson,
http://www.christiancourier.com/articles/509-revelation-5-6ff-jesus-christ-the-lamb-who-had-beenslain ].
AND WHEN HE HAD TAKEN THE BOOK, THE FOUR BEASTS AND FOUR AND TWENTY ELDERS FELL DOWN BEFORE THE
LAMB, HAVING EVERY ONE OF THEM HARPS, AND GOLDEN VIALS FULL OF ODORS, WHICH ARE THE PRAYERS OF
SAINTS (5:8)—Trying to find authority here for the use of mechanical instruments of music in
Christian worship is obviously an act of desperation! How is it that an item John writes about to
describe what he saw in heaven gives authority for matters of worship in our assemblies? It is
obvious from looking at this very verse that the language being used is symbolic. We are plainly
told that the “vials full of odors” are NOT literal, but stand for the “prayers of the saints.” Even at
that, what is described here differs greatly from the assemblies of those who use mechanical
instruments in that EVERY ONE OF THEM HAD HARPS. What assembly of our age equips every
single person in the assembly with an instrument?
#716 in the Songbook: Sacred Songs of the Church, edited by W.D. Jeffcoat is the wonderful hymn
written by Tillit S. Teddlie.
Worthy of praise is Christ our Redeemer; Worthy of glory, honor and power!
Worthy of all our soul’s adoration, Worthy art Thou! Worthy art Thou!
Lift up the voice in praise and devotion, Saints of all earth before Him should bow;
Angels in heaven worship Him, saying, Worthy art Thou! Worthy art Thou!
Lord, may we come before Thee with singing, Filled with thy Spirit, wisdom and power;
May we ascribe Thee glory and honor, Worthy art Thou! Worthy art Thou!

VI.

Questions.
True or False
01.

_____ The golden vials full of odors were literal.

02.

_____ The last song or doxology of this chapter praises both God and Christ.

03.

_____ The scroll with 7 seals rested in God’s left hand.

04.

_____ The tribe mentioned in this chapter is Levi.

05.

_____ The song sung by the 28 surrounding the throne spoke of redemption through blood.
MATCHING
a. 24 elders

f. The Lamb

b. Four beasts

g. The Lion

c. Fell down

h. Angels worshipping the Lamb

d. Wept much

i. Weak angel

e. Strong angel

j. John
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06.

_____ Fell down and worshipped the Lamb.

07.

_____ Numbered 10,000 x 10,000 and thousands and thousands.

08.

_____ Had seven horns.

09.

_____ Asked: WHO IS WORTHY?

10.

_____ What John did.
Fill in the Blanks

11.

The great chorus praised the Lamb that He was worthy to receive these seven things: (1)
___________; (2) ____________; (3) ____________; (4) ______________; (5) ___________;
(6) ___________; (7) ______________.

12.

The one who would open the book would have to ___________ the ___________.

13.

The reason John wept was: no man was ___________ ____________.

14.

_____ (place a number in the blank) This many sang a new song.

15.

And the four beasts said, __________.

Each Question is worth 7 Points
My Score is: ________
Answers will be found on next week’s handout
ANSWERS to Revelation 4 Questions… 01—False (11); 02—False (8); 03—True (6); 04—True (4);
05—True (2,3,4,5,6.9,10); 06—B (10-11); 07—F (7); 08—I (5); 09—G (1); 10—C (3); 11—Four
Beasts (9); 12—John, (1-2 and 1.4); 13—24 Elders (10); 14—24 Elders (4); 15—4 Living Creatures (8).
The questions in this section are taken from the book, Revelation for Christians Today, by Lonnie Woodruff
(page 95).
1.

What was God holding in His right hand (5:1)?
A book written within and on the backside. NKJV and ESV et.al., have SCROLL instead of book.

2.

How many seals were on this book (5:1)?
It was sealed with SEVEN seals.

3.

What significance can be placed on the seven seals?
It was an especially important document. Since “7” is the complete sacred number, this indicates God had
sealed the book, and it was completely under his control. It must have contained God’s eternal plan for
mankind.

4.

A strong angel was searching for someone capable of performing what task (5:2)?
To loose the seals of the scroll. To make it possible to OPEN the scroll.

5.

Was any man capable of opening the book (5:3-4)?
No man in heaven or on earth was able to open the scroll. No man was found worthy.

6.

Who was the only one capable of opening the book (5:5)?
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The LION of the Tribe of Judah; the ROOT of David, hath prevailed to open the scroll, and loose the seals of
it. Jesus Christ was able—see Genesis 49:9 and Isaiah 11:1.

7.

Why was Jesus capable of opening the book (5:9)?
He was worthy to do this because He had been slain. A definite reference to Christ’s crucifixion. His death
on the cross redeemed us. He thus provided forgiveness of sins to all willing to obey Him.

8.

What type of song was sung when Christ took the book out of God’s hand (5:9)?
A NEW Song.

9.

Why was this a new song (5:9-10)?
NEW because the event it pictures is the crucifixion and at the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ was the
VERY FIRST time this song could have been sung. Before Christ died on the cross, this song of redemption
could not be sung (Hebrews 9:15; 10:4). Cf., Acts 3:25; Galatians 3:16.

10.

When Christ was slain for us and became worthy to open the seals of the book, what relationship
was established between God and man (5:10)?
The possibility (by obeying the gospel) of having direct access the throne of God by becoming priests
(Hebrews 4:15-16) and kings, reigning with Christ.

11.

Where do we reign with God (5:10)?
On the earth. Cf., 20:4.

12.

If Christ made us kings and priests through His death and made it possible for us to reign with
Him on the earth, are we reigning with Him today?
YES, we are reigning with Him on the earth as part of His spiritual kingdom, just as He is reigning on His
throne in Heaven.

13.

Why was no man capable of opening the book held by God (5:4)?
Because no man could be offered on the cross for the sins of others since each has their own sins.

14.

Why did John WEEP because no man could open the book (5:4-5)?
Evidently, opening the scroll represented the beginning of a new era when men would have forgiveness of
sin. Since no one could open the book, it appeared to John that there would be no redemption for man. Man
would thus be lost eternally.

15.

Because Jesus prevailed to open the book, what did He become worthy to receive (5:12-14)?
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

16.

Power
Riches
Wisdom
Wisdom
Strength
Honor
Blessing

From the information given in this chapter, it seems clear we should not try to determine the
actual contents of this book, but instead we should look for the symbolic meaning of the book.
What does this book symbolize?
Whatever the exact meaning of the scroll, it is used to show that God has put His Son in control of all things
because He gave the supreme sacrifice for our sins. The book must have contained God’s eternal plan for
mankind.
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VII.

Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can find
them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the
good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

ANGEL
ELDERS
HAVING
LOUD
SAYING
THEREON

BEASTS
EVER
HEAVEN
MIDST
SEALS
THOUSAND
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BEHELD
EVERY
LAMB
NEITHER
SEVEN
THRONE

BOOK
FOUR
LOOK
OPEN
SLAIN
TWENTY

EARTH
HAND
LOOSE
RIGHT
THEREOF
VOICE
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle.

Revelation 5 (KJV)
1

2

3

4
5

6

7

8
9

10
11

12

13

ACROSS
01) One of the elders told John to ____
not.
04) With a loud voice a strong angel
was...
07) Number of horns and eyes.
09) The Lion of the ____ of Judah.
10) The Root of David would ____ the
seven seals.
12) Seventh of that which the Lamb was
worthy to receive.
13) Modifies angel.
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DOWN
02) Figuratively, odours are...
03) ...and I heard the voice of ____
angels...
04) What the Root of David did.
05) Kind of song sung.
06) For Christians, Jesus has ____ us
to God.
08) First of seven the Lamb was worthy
to receive.
11) The book was in the ____ hand of
him on the throne.
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Link to Lonnie Woodruff’s Revelation for Christians Today, online:
http://www.abiblecommentary.com/howtounderstandthebookofrevelation.htm

A Study of Revelation 6
I.

Outline.
1. Opening the first seal reveals a rider on a white horse (Revelation 6:1-2).
2. Opening the second seal reveals a rider on a red horse (3-4).
3. Opening the third seal reveals a rider on a black horse (5-6).
4. Opening the fourth seal reveals riders on a pale horse (7-8).
5. Opening the fifth seal reveals the souls of faithful martyrs crying out HOW LONG? (9-11).
6. Opening the sixth seal reveals an earthquake and other catastrophic events, which led to the second
question: WHO SHALL BE ABLE TO STAND? (12-14).

III.

Summary. [From Lonnie Woodruff, Revelation for Christians Today, pp., 97-98].
Before studying the vision of the seven seals, it is important to have an overall understanding
of the entire vision. As Christ opens each of the first four seals, one of the four living creatures
introduces the vision. Four horses of different colors are revealed and are ridden by four different riders.
The horse is a symbol of war. In order for armies to be strong during this period of history, they had to
possess many horses. These horses are symbolic of the different types of wars Christians must fight, and
their color determines the type of war being described.
In keeping with the use of the number “4” in Revelation, the events of these four seals are
physical events which must take place upon this earth during the entire Christian age. The fifth seal
shows that God is aware of the physical persecutions and trials that Christians must suffer. It also shows
that if Christians remain faithful through these trials, they will have a home in heaven with God. The
sixth seal goes to the end of time. It represents an end to all physical things here on earth and describes
the total destruction to take place on that last day.
Chapter 7 answers the question asked in verse 17: “Who shall be able to stand?” It assures us
that if we remain faithful, when that last day comes, we will be able to stand. We will not have to hide
from God, as sinners are pictured as doing in verse 16. Rev. 7:9 says that the redeemed “stand” before
the throne of God.
The seventh seal then goes into the time of judgment. All sinners will have their place in total
destruction as symbolized by an earthquake, which would be a great shaking of the people of the earth.
Therefore, this vision of the seven seals is a picture of the entire Christian age and
judgment.
Many commentators have difficulty with Revelation, for they seek to make it a chronological
order of events. They fail to see how the time of judgment could be so early in the book. Because of this,
they avoid interpreting anything as meaning the time of judgment until they get into the latter part of
chapter 19. The reason we are at the judgment scene so soon in the book is that the vision of the seven
seals is complete within itself. It covers the entire Christian dispensation, the end of time, and judgment.
The next vision in Revelation, the seven trumpets, will follow this same pattern. The obvious question
would be: If we have covered all of time and judgment, why would we have another vision covering the
same time period? The answer is this: The subjects being discussed are different. The seals deal with
physical matters, and the trumpets deal with spiritual matters. This is an important concept to keep in
mind while studying Revelation.

III.

Chronology.
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BIBLE PERIOD: The Period of the Church.
If you are not familiar with the 15 Bible Periods, please click here:
https://maplehillchurchofchrist.files.wordpress.com/2018/05/15bibleperiods.pdf
IV.

Words/Phrases to Study
• Chapter 6… “The highlight of chapter 5 was the Lamb’s taking the sealed book from the hand of the
One on the throne (5:7). John may have thought that he would read what was written in the scroll or
someone would read the words to him. Instead of reading or hearing words, he first saw horses
galloping into view. The scroll turned out to be an ‘illustrated’ volume whose ‘pictures’ leaped from
the page and thundered across John’s vision” [David Roper, Revelation 1-11, Truth for Today
Commentary, p. 243].
• 6:4… …GREAT SWORD—“The Roman short sword was also ‘great’ because it was the triumphant
weapon which enabled Roman armies to destroy the ingenious phalanx, the military device perfected
and used by Alexander the Great in his conquest of the world. Just as the French crossbow
overcame and vanquished the English long bow, the Roman short sword was supreme over every
other weapon for an extended period of history” [Coffman].
• 6:12-17… “…the question of whether the passage speaks of temporal or eternal punishment is
relatively unimportant. If the passage primarily refers to the destruction of the Roman Empire, it is
prefiguring the last great day and is a warning to ANY who would try to stand against God. If it
speaks of the last great day, it teaches that ANY who oppose the Lord—including the Roman
Empire—will ultimately taste His wrath” [Roper, p. 272].

V.

Lessons & Applications.
• No Surprises! (Rev 6:1-8). “… One possible reason for starting the body of Revelation with the
ominous vision of the four horsemen was so there would be ‘no surprises’ for first-century
Christians regarding ‘the fiery ordeal’ ahead. We STILL need to understand what is involved
when we commit our lives to Jesus. Regarding problems, there are ‘no surprises’ for the
Christian who reads the Book of Revelation. The first four seals remind us that trouble is
inevitable. Greed, war, economic hardship, and death are part of the panorama of life, the dark
side of a world tainted by sin. This fact does not mean that Christians should despair. ‘With
God on our side … how can we lose?’ (Rom 8:31)” [Roper, pp., 275-76].
• Death and the Soul (Rev 6:9). “One of the clear matters is the fact that man’s soul never dies
(Rev 6:9-11). It is true that the word ‘soul’ sometimes does not mean man’s immortal nature.
Indeed, when ‘man became a living soul’ (Gen 2:7), Paul affirmed that Moses in that statement
was only speaking of man’s biological nature: his breathing in a physical body (1 Cor 15:44-45).
When breath left Adam’s body his corpse was a dead soul (cf., Num 5:2, nephesh, soul, the
dead). This restricted meaning of the word ‘soul’ Charles T. Russell attempted to make as the
full meaning. In so doing he was ignoring the most important significance of the word. Man’s
spiritual soul, his immortal substance, cannot die (Mt 10:28). Russell asserted ‘that man does not
possess an immortal soul, that he is a soul.’ True it is that man is a soul (Rom 13:1; Acts 2:41; 1
Pet 3:20), but it is also true that he possesses a soul (Ps 103:1; Gen 35:18; 1 Kings 17:21; Rev
20:4), an immortal one. That God will destroy souls in hell (Mt 10:28) is sometimes mistakenly
understood to mean extinction. However, biblically a soul can never be put out of existence.
The word translated ‘destroy’ in Mt 10:28 is the same as that translated ‘lost’ in Mt 10:6; Lk
15:32; 19:10, which citations show that ‘lost’ people are not extinct. Russell taught that ‘death
means destruction’ in the sense of becoming non-existent. But biblically one can be dead yet not
annihilated: Gen 2:17; Mt 8:22; Rom 6:11; 7:4, 6; Gal 2:19; 1 Tim 5:6; Rev 6:9-10)” [Hugo
McCord, The Royal Route of Revelation, pp., 34-35].
• The Problem of Evil (Rev 6:10). “This is clear case in Scripture of the ‘problem of evil’ being
posed in a most unusual setting. If there is a loving and powerful God who oversees his people,
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•

VI.

why does he allow them to be subjected to such awful conditions? The answer to that question is
not easy to provide in each specific case. We trust God to act rightly in every case and commit
ourselves to him to see us through hard times. When the time is right, he will bring it all to a halt
and reward his faithful people. At the same time, he will destroy the wicked and their devices.
Until that time comes for each suffering saint or church, it is our responsibility to wait and to
trust the Lord. In the drama of the Apocalypse, the ‘How long?’ question of 6:10 is not
answered in full until the complete overthrow of 19:2 has come about” [Shelly, p. 50].
There’s a Great Day Coming (Rev 6:17). In our songbooks (Sacred Songs of the Church), #461
is Will Thompson’s hymn, “There’s a Great Day Coming.” Consider the words of that song.
“When the Lord returns, will it be a ‘great day,’ ‘a bright day’ for you, or will it be ‘a sad day’?
Are you READY for that day to come? If you are still in your sins, then you are not ready. Sin
will take you farther than you want to go. Sin will keep you longer than you want to stay. Sin
will cost you more than you want to pay. Sin will harm you beyond what you can imagine.
When people try to hide from God’s wrath, the rocks of this world are woefully inadequate. The
only protection from the wrath of God is the Rock of Ages, Jesus Christ (see Romans 9:33; 1 Cor
10:4; 1 Pet 2:8). It is ‘Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath to come’ (1 Thess 1:10)” [Roper, p.
291].

Questions.
True or False
01.

_____ The pale horse had two riders.

02.

_____ At the opening of the first seal, there was an earthquake.

03.

_____ The rider of the white horse had no weapon.

04.

_____ This chapter ends in a question.

05.

_____ In this chapter, wheat was cheaper than barley.
MATCHING
a. fig tree

f. crown

b. integrity

g. balances

c. oil and wine

h. seven

d. a sword

i. word of God

e. five

j. mountains

06.

_____ How many groups of men are mentioned after the 6th Seal is opened?

07.

_____ Used to illustrate the stars falling to the earth.

08.

_____ The rider of the white horse had one.

09.

_____ Warning is given not to hurt this.

10.

_____ Certain ones had been slain for this.
WHO SAID IT?

11.

____________________ “Come and see.”

12.

____________________ “How long?”

13.

____________________ “Fall on us”
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14.

____________________ “Three measures of barley for a penny”

15.

____________________ “Who shall be able to stand?
Each Question is worth 7 Points
My Score is: ________
Answers will be found on next week’s handout

ANSWERS to Revelation 5 Questions… 01—False (8); 02—True (13); 03—False (1); 04—False (5);
05—True (9); 06—a (14); 07—h (11); 08—f (7); 09—e (2); 10—d (4); 11—power, riches, wisdom,
strength, honor, glory, blessing, (12); 12—loose, seals (2); 13—worthy (4); 14—28, (8-9); 15—Amen
(14).

Questions on Chapter 6,
Revelation for Christians Today, by Lonnie Woodruff--page 111-113… Answers supplied by DRL
1.

2.

3.
4.

5.
6.
7.
8.

9.
10.
11.
12.

Define a seal.
In Old Testament times, a seal or signet was used as a SYMBOL OF AUTHORITY. A king would place
his seal upon a document to signify its authenticity. Esther 3:12 gives an example of a letter being
sealed with a king’s ring to show that it definitely came from the king. Another purpose of a seal would
be to preserve or secure something. We seal packages and envelopes to secure their contents. 99
What is the significance of this book being sealed by God?
If these meanings of a seal are applied to this book sealed by God, it shows: (1) that God has written
and preserved the contents of this book, and (2) it is definitely a message from God. Just as a king
would place his seal upon a document to make it a law, God has placed His seven divine seals on this
book to show that the events contained therein will definitely occur. 99
Who introduces each of the first four seals?
As Christ opens each of the first four seals, one of the four living creatures introduces the vision. 97
Why is the horse used as a symbol in the first four seals?
The horse is a symbol of war. In order for armies to be strong during this period of history, they had to
possess many horses. These horses are symbolic of the different types of wars Christians must fight, and
their color determines the type of war being described. 97-98
What period of time does this vision cover?
This vision of the SEVEN SEALS is a picture of the entire Christian Age and Judgment. 98
Who opens these seals (5:5; 6:1)?
The Lion of the tribe of Judah; the Root of David; the Lamb, thus JESUS opens these seals. 99
What does WHITE symbolize?
The color WHITE is always used to represent purity or holiness. 100
Compare the first seal with 19:11-16.
The symbolic white horse is also used in 19:11, and in that passage its rider is definitely identified as
Christ. In 19:19-21, the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies make war with Christ Who sits
upon the white horse. In 19:14, the army of Christ, Christians, are also pictured as sitting upon white
horses and following Christ. 100
By making the comparison above, who is riding this white horse?
The rider on the white horse is Christ. 100
What would a bow symbolize (6:2)?
The bow carried by this rider indicates great strength in battle. 100
What would it mean to receive a crown (6:2)?
The crown He wears represents power and authority. 100
What type of war would the rider of this white horse be waging?
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13.

14.
15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.
22.

23.

24.

The battle which Christ and His followers will fight on this earth. It is a war against evil. Cf., Matthew
24:14. Christ is fighting this war against evil through His followers as they spread the gospel
throughout the entire world. Christ conquers evil every time a person becomes obedient to the gospel.
Christians have a powerful weapon to use in this battle as symbolized by the bow. It is the gospel
(Romans 1:16). We also have great authority as represented by the crown. Our authority comes from
God through His Word. TODAY, Christ sits upon a white horse leading His followers who also sit upon
white horses spreading the gospel throughout the world. 100-101
Briefly give the meaning of the FIRST SEAL.
Christ is leading His army (the church) in spiritual battle against evil as He rides on that white horse.
As we take the powerful gospel to the lost souls on earth, we are riding our white horses alongside our
Lord Jesus. When we convert a lost soul to Christ, it is a great victory for Christ. This war definitely is
taking place and will take place because God has sealed it! 101
What does RED symbolize?
RED symbolizes bloodshed. Since red is the color of blood, it is symbolic of bloodshed or death. 101
What power does the rider of the red horse possess (6:4)?
The rider of the RED horse has the power to take peace from the earth and cause people to kill one
another. 101
Who would the rider of the RED horse symbolize (6:4)?
We should not identify this rider as any one specific person. He represents any force on this earth which
is responsible for wars that cause people to kill each other. Cf., Matthew 24:6-7 . 101
Briefly give the meaning of the second seal.
Throughout history, men have been at war with one another, and it is no different today. We hear or
read of conflicts somewhere in the world almost daily. This is one form of physical persecution through
which Christians must remain faithful in order to be acceptable to God. These physical trials will be
present as long as the world stands because God has sealed it! 101
What does the BLACK horse of the third seal represent (6:5-6).
The color BLACK is representative of mourning or death. Therefore, the events described by this seal
will bring severe hardships and possibly even death to those affected by it. 102
What would it mean to sell food according to weight at extremely high prices (6:6)?
To weigh food would indicate that it is in short supply. This shows that throughout the Christian Age,
there will be times of food shortages upon the earth. During these times, food will have to be measured
or, as we might put it, rationed (see Leviticus 26:26 ). 102
According to this seal, what type of hardships will many people of the earth have to suffer (6:6)?
Food shortages, famines, possibly even starvation. According to William Barclay’s figures, the prices
mentioned would be equivalent to a working man’s wages for an entire day. If you have to pay all of
your wages to purchase food, this would indicate POVERTY OF A SEVERE NATURE! 102.
What would a PALE color represent (6:8)?
Death would be the symbolic meaning of the PALE color. 103
Who rides the PALE horse (6:8)?
Its rider is identified as DEATH! HADES is the place of the dead. 103
What power did the rider of the PALE horse possess (6:8)?
The rider of this PALE horse is given power over the fourth part of the earth to kill by the sword,
hunger, death, and beasts of the earth. 103
What is the symbolic meaning of the FOURTH part of the earth?
The number “1/4” is used to designate a part of something. This is exactly how it is used in this verse.
We know the earth is used to symbolize those people who live upon it because it is people who are killed
by the sword, not the actual earth. Therefore, this rider on the pale horse, death, had power over the
fourth part of the earth.
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25.

26.

The problem many people have in interpreting the “fourth part” is that they make it a literal number
instead of figurative. This number is no different from most other numbers in Revelation—it is
descriptive. It describes the part of man which the rider of this horse controls. In order to understand
this, we must first recognize that man, unlike animals, has two parts to his being. He has a physical
body and a spiritual soul. We often use this concept in our prayers as we ask for both physical and
spiritual blessings. The number FOUR is used to designate the PHYSICAL THINGS of this world.
103-104
Did the rider of this horse have the power to destroy the spiritual part of man (cf., Matthew 10:28
)?
The part of man this rider of the PALE horse had control over was the PHYSICAL. He can never
destroy our spiritual life if we remain faithful throughout these physical persecutions! In Matthew
10:28 Jesus makes it clear that we should NOT fear the one who can destroy our physical bodies. That
is not the one to fear! 104
Briefly give the meaning of the FOURTH seal.
The purpose of the FOURTH seal is to show that throughout the Gospel Age we will be subject to
physical persecutions, maybe even to the point of physical death. However, there is no power that can
kill us spiritually. We can kill ourselves spiritually by yielding to Satan’s devices, but there is NO power
strong enough to defeat us spiritually if it is our will to succeed (1 Corinthians 10:13 ).
It is likely that the term BEASTS also has a figurative meaning in this passage. In Daniel 7:17 , the term
BEAST is used to symbolize worldwide earthly kingdoms. This is the meaning which must be applied to
the beast with seven heads and ten horns in chapters 13 and 17. Since that is the meaning of the BEAST
in those passages, it probably should be applied here also. The BEAST would then represent those
ungodly civil governments of all ages which torture and kill anyone who is disobedient to their laws,
even though they may conflict with God’s laws. Whether this term refers to persecuting governments or
actual WILD BEASTS which have been used to kill Christians for the pleasure of great audiences, the
lesson remains the same. All through the Gospel Age, Christians will be subjected to many physical
persecutions. We must be careful never to deny our faith, even in the face of certain death! 104
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VII.

Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can find
them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the
good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

ANOTHER
COME
FOURTH
KILL
POWER
THIRD

BEAST
CONQUER
GIVEN
LAMB
SEAL
VOICE
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BEHELD
EARTH
GREAT
MEASURE
SECOND
WENT

BEHOLD
EVERY
HEARD
MOUNTAIN
SWORD
WHEN

BLACK
FOUR
HORSE
OPENED
THERE
WHITE
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle.

Revelation 6 (KJV)
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9
10

11

12
13
14
15

16

17

ACROSS
01) They fell.
03) With peace taken away, they would
do this.
05) One on the white horse went forth
____.
08) Carried by the black horse rider.
09) Who shall be ____ to stand.
10) After this eal opened appeared a pale
horse.
13) Martyrs asked the Lord to do this.
15) Martyrs are told to rest a ____.
17) 7-fold multitude asked rocks to ____
on them.
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DOWN
01) It was a great one.
02) One rider had a ____ of balances.
04) Opened the seals.
06) A measure of it sold for a penny.
07) At the opening of the sixth seal this
happened.
11) Souls slain for the Word were here.
12) Death sat on this horse.
14) Stars of heaven ____ unto the earth.
16) Hurt not the ____ and the wine.
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Link to Lonnie Woodruff’s Revelation for Christians Today, online:
http://www.abiblecommentary.com/howtounderstandthebookofrevelation.htm

A Study of Revelation 7
I.

Outline. From Mike Vestal, “The 144,000,” in The Book of Revelation, edited by Jim Laws, Pulaski,
TN, Sain Publications, p. 287-307.
1.
The Sealing and Identity of the 144,000 (Revelation 7:1-8).
1)
Four angels of judgment (1).
2)
Another angel appears having God’s Seal (2-3).
3)
144,000 sealed (4-8).
2.
The Appearance and Identity of the Innumerable Host (9-17).
1)
Their description (9).
2)
Their worship (10).
3)
The heavenly response (11-12).
4)
Two questions asked and the answer revealed 913-14).
5)
Their heavenly state (15-17).

II.

Summary.
Chapter seven presents a delay in the opening of the 7th seal. There are two visions here. First of the
sealing of the 144,000 and the other the appearance of an Innumerable Multitude. It is quite obvious
that the 144,000 is not a number to be taken literally, but is symbolic of faithful Christians. The sealing
mentioned here would not keep them from persecution, but would help see them through it. That first
vision seems to relate more to the living of a faithful Christian life on earth. The second vision of the
Innumerable Multitude seems to describe the reward of that faithfulness. What a strong and beautiful
word picture is given in verse 14 concerning making robes WHITE by washing them in the BLOOD of
the Lamb! How is it possible to deny the essentiality of baptism, which is the point at which sins are
washed away (Acts 22:16), and read Revelation 7:14?

III.

Chronology.
BIBLE PERIOD: The Period of the Church.
If you are not familiar with the 15 Bible Periods, please click here:
https://maplehillchurchofchrist.files.wordpress.com/2018/05/15bibleperiods.pdf

IV.

Lessons & Applications.
• …HURT NOT THE EARTH, NEITHER THE SEA, NOR THE TREES, TILL WE HAVE SEALED THE SERVANTS OF OUR GOD IN
THEIR FOREHEAD (Rev 7:3). What an encouragement it is to think of the PROTECTION God provides
to His faithful ones! There is no greater protection to be found anywhere from any source than to be
sealed by Jehovah God!
• AND I HEARD THE NUMBER OF THEM WHICH WERE SEALED: AND THERE WERE SEALED AN HUNDRED AND FORTY
AND FOUR THOUSAND (Rev 7:4). The very idea that comes from the Watchtower Society (JWs) that
this number is to be taken literally and that only this number will be making it to heaven; all other
righteous ones have to live eternally on this earth. If they do take this literally, no person except one
in the tribes mentioned will be so rewarded—which excludes righteous Noah, Abraham, and so
many others. Further, Revelation 14:3-4 reveals that only unmarried, virgin men are part of that
144,000. To take a figure from a symbol-filled book like Revelation and make it contradict other
plain passages is the work of Scripture-twisters, who do that twisting to their own destruction (2
Peter 3:16).
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•

V.

…HAVE WASHED THEIR ROBES, AND MADE THEM WHITE IN THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB (Rev 7:14). The very
way this is stated should help us clearly to understand that the sinner is ACTIVE in the salvation
process. Yes, there is something for the sinner to do in order to have forgiveness and a white robe!

Questions.
True or False
01.

_____ One of the tribes of the children of Israel listed in this chapter is missing.

02.

_____ One of Jacob’s GRANDsons is listed in the listing of tribes.

03.

_____ The means by which robes are made white is given in this chapter.

04.

_____ This chapter mentions four angels, corners, winds, and seasons.

05.

_____ We are told the Lamb will wipe away all tears from the eyes of the redeemed.
MATCHING
a. number

f. thirst

b. Glory

g. believe

c. Amen

h. Joseph

d. 144,000

i. Manasseh

e. weep

j. thousands and thousands

06.

_____ The number of them that were sealed.

07.

_____ This chapter speaks of a multitude which no man could ____

08.

_____ Before the throne no one will hunger or ____

09.

_____ One of two names listed NOT normally considered a tribe.

10.

_____ Angels standing around the throne said this word twice.
WHO Did/Will Do It?

11.

____________________ Cried: “Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne and unto the
Lamb.”

12.

____________________ Ascended from the East.

13.

____________________ Asked: “What are these which are arrayed in white robes?”

14.

____________________ Will feed those whose robes are washed in the blood of the Lamb.

15.

____________________ Serve God day and night in his temple.
Each Question is worth 7 Points
My Score is: ________
Answers will be found on next week’s handout

ANSWERS to Revelation 6 Questions… 01—True (6.8); 02—False (12); 03—False (2); 04—True
(17); 05—False (6); 06—h (15); 07—a (13); 08—f (2); 09—c (6); 10—I (9); 11—4 Living Creatures,
Creatures, (1, 3, 5, 7); 12—Faithful Martyrs (10); 13—7-Fold Multitude (15); 14—Voice in Midst of 4
Creatures (6); 15—7-Fold Multitude (17).
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Questions on Chapter 7,
Revelation for Christians Today, by Lonnie Woodruff--page 129… Answers by DRL
1.

What were the angels doing who were standing on the four corners of the earth (Revelation 7:1).
Holding back the four winds of the earth.

2.

When would the angels be allowed to hurt the earth (Revelation 7:3)?
Till the servants of God are sealed in their foreheads. LW: “This verse seems to be saying that God will
not destroy this world as long as there are people who render obedience to the gospel.” [p. 117] “We
can rest assured that this earth will never be totally destroyed by man.”

3.

How are we sealed (cf., Ephesians 1:13)?
The Ephesian Christians had believed and were sealed. When we believe and obey the gospel today, we
are sealed by that same Holy Spirit. To be sealed is to show that we belong to God. [ p. 116]

4.

How many will be sealed (Revelation 7:4)?
144,000. Some believe that ONLY 144,000 people will be able to enter heaven, but, as we know, this is
completely contrary to the teachings of the New Testament. This number should be viewed as a
symbolic descriptive number, just as in the case with most of the numbers found in Revelation.

5.

Who are the children of Israel today (Galatians 3:29)?
If you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, which means you are part of Spiritual Israel. If you
are Christ’s then you have been purchased by His blood (Acts 20:28). And in the same context of
Galatians 3:29, you have put Him on by being baptized into Him (3:27). In other words, Christians, are
the children of Israel today. The spiritual kingdom, the church, is a LIKENESS to the physical kingdom
of Israel. The twelve tribes of Israel were God’s chosen people under the Law of Moses, just as the
church is the chosen people of God today. Actually the phrase, twelve tribes of Israel, is used to
represent all those people who have ever lived upon this earth and have been faithful to God’s
commands. All who have their sins forgiven are, in this sense, in the church of God and are a part of
the 144,000. [p. 118].

6.

Is the list of the twelve tribes given in this chapter the actual twelve tribes of Israel of the Old
Testament (Revelation 7:5-8)?
No! The tribes of Dan and Ephraim are omitted, and the tribes of Joseph and Levi are added. Brother
Woodruff points out that there must have been a reason for the fact that this listing is VERY
DIFFERENT from any of the 19 slightly different arrangements of these names found in the Old
Testament. He suggests that it is listed in this way as a clue to the readers that we should interpret the
144,000 as NOT referring to the literal tribes of Israel. [p. 119-20].

7.

Who did John see standing before the throne of God and the Lamb (Revelation 7:9)?
A great multitude which no man could number. This GREAT MULTITUDE refers to all the children of
God, just as the number 144,000 did in verse 4.

8.

How was this great multitude clothed (Revelation 7:9)?
They were clothed with white robes and palms in their hands.

9.

Give the symbolic meaning of the white clothing (Revelation 19:8).
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This should help us to see that the multitude, standing before the throne, were Christians. As Christians
today, we are figuratively standing before the throne of God serving Him day and night in His temple (v.
15). … According to Cruden’s Concordance, the palm tree is the usual emblem of constancy,
fruitfulness, patience, and victory; which, the more it is oppressed, the more it flourishes; the higher it
grows, the stronger and broader it is in the top. Every Christian should strive to gain these attributes.
[p. 120-21].
10.

What were the great multitude, angels, elders, and four living creatures doing before the throne
(Revelation 7:10-12)?
They were crying with a loud voice: SALVATION TO OUR GOD WHICH SITTETH UPON THE
THRONE, AND UNTO THE LAMB. The angels, elders, and four living creatures fell before the throne
and worshipped God. They were saying: (1) Blessing, (2) Glory, (3) Wisdom, (4) Thanksgiving, (5)
Honor, (6) Power, and (7) Might.

11.

What question did one of the elders ask John (Revelation 7:13)?
What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they?

12.

What was John’s answer (Revelation 7:14)?
Sir, thou knowest.

13.

How did the elder identify this great multitude (Revelation 7:14)?
These are those which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white
in the blood of the Lamb.

14.

Who does this great multitude represent?
Many teach that immediately prior to the second coming of Christ, there will be a seven-year period of
great tribulation in which the “Antichrist” will control the world. This is completely contrary to the
teachings of the New Testament. Therefore, we must look for the biblical meaning of GREAT
TRIBULATION. The ones coming out of great tribulation are the ones who have washed their robes
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. They are Christians.

15.

How do we wash our robes and make them white in the blood of the Lamb (Acts 22:16)?
To understand properly this passage (i.e., 7:14), we must know exactly WHEN we make our robes white.
When we wash our robes and make them white in the blood of the Lamb, we put on the white robes of
righteousness (cf., 19:8). If our robes are NOT white, then we are living in a state of sin and following
the ways of the devil. Cf., Acts 22:16. When we obey the gospel, in baptism, our sins are washed away,
and our robes are made white by the blood of the Lamb. We know this to be true because, according to
3:4, there were some in the church at Sardis who had defiled their garments. They had gone back to the
ways of sin after having their garments made white by the blood of the Lamb.

16.

What is meant by great tribulation (Revelation 7:14; Acts 14:22)?
THE GREAT TRIBULATION is the place of spiritual bondage of sin in which all sinners find themselves
before they obey the gospel of Christ. Read Luke 4:17-19, 21. Those who are outside of Christ are in
the GREATEST BONDAGE known to man. They are SLAVES OF SIN and THE DEVIL. As people
continue to be obedient to the Law of Christ, they are coming out of great spiritual tribulation, washing
their robes and making them white in the blood of the Lamb, and being added to the church of our Lord.
[p. 123-24].

17.

What does this great multitude continually do (Revelation 7:15)?
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18.

Serve God day and night in the temple. The temple of God in the New Testament is His church. Cf., 1
Corinthians 3:16. If God’s people are His temple, then, certainly, they make up His church (cf.,
Ephesians 2:21). As Christians we constantly serve God day and night in His temple. [p. 124].
What does it mean no longer to hunger and thirst (Revelation 7:16)?
Because of the language of this verse and also verse 17, most people interpret the events of this vision as
taking place in heaven. But, we must remember we are dealing with figurative language. It is not the
intent of these verses to describe our literal situation in heaven, but rather our spiritual situation in
God’s church. As Christians we shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore. This means we will no
longer hunger or thirst after righteousness. Cf., Matthew 5:6. Those who hunger and thirst after
righteousness today can be filled by obeying the gospel and becoming a member of the Lord’s church.
Cf., Isaiah 49:10. We have righteousness because Christ died for our sins. [p. 125].

19.

How are we fed by the Lamb (Revelation 7:17)?
The church is being fed by Christ today through His Word. Cf., Revelation 2:17. Just as the Israelites
were fed literal manna from heaven to sustain their physical lives, Christians are fed spiritual manna
from heaven to sustain their spiritual lives. The church is fed and sustained on spiritual food from God
today, which is His Word. [p. 126].

20.

What are our fountains of living waters (Revelation 7:17; 22:1, 17)?
These LIVING FOUNTAINS OF WATERS are waters which will sustain our spiritual lives for all
eternity. We must partake of them here on this earth in order to enter into that eternal abode. Cf., John
4:7-15. We must partake of these living waters on this earth in order to enter into that eternal abode.
This spiritual water is the gospel of Christ. Cf., Revelation 22:17. [p. 126].

21.

How does God wipe away the tears of spiritual sorrows from our eyes (Isaiah 60:3, 11, 18-21; 61:810)?
Most people interpret this as taking place in heaven, and no doubt this will be true of heaven, but the
point which is missed is that it also takes place SPIRITUALLY in the church TODAY! There are at least
four passages in Isaiah which use wording similar to this statement to prophesy the coming of the
church (Isaiah 25:8; 30:19; 35:10; and 60:20). Comparing Isaiah 25:7-8 with 2 Corinthians 3:14-16
shows that God wiped away tears when He established the New Law. We obviously still have the
sorrows and physical tears of this life; then what were these tears which He wiped away? They were the
tears of our spiritual life. Under the Old Law, actual forgiveness of sins was not attainable immediately.
Their sins were remembered again every year (Hebrews 10:3). When Christ came, He did away with
that Old Law and established a new one which made forgiveness of our sins possible. He gave us
salvation. He wiped the spiritual tears from our eyes. There are no tears of unforgiven sin to those who
are faithful members of the Lord’s church. We have forgiveness of sin. [pp., 126-27].

22.

When the great Day of Judgment comes, who shall be able to stand?
Faithful Christians!
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VI.

Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can find
them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the
good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

AMEN
ELDERS
LAMB
NUMBER
SITTETH
TREE

ANGEL
EVER
LIVING
ROBES
STOOD
TRIBE
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CAME
FOUR
LOUD
SAID
THINGS
TWELVE

CRIED
GREAT
MORE
SAYING
THOUSAND
VOICE

EARTH
HURT
NEITHER
SEAL
THRONE
WHITE
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VII.

Crossword Puzzle.

Revelation 7 (KJV)
1

2

3

4
5
6

7

8

9

10
11
12

13

14
15
16

ACROSS
04) Where 4 angels were standing.
06) Where servants of God were sealed.
07) Number of tribes mentioned.
09) Tribe not mentioned in the list.
10) God would wipe all of these away.
14) Robes were washed in the blood of
the ____.
15) Besides AMEN, words of praise from
the angels were this many.
16) The great multitude had this in their
hands.
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DOWN
01) Sealed were an hundred, forty, and
____ thousand.
02) One angel was doing this from the
East.
03) The Lamb leads the redeemed to
living ____.
05) Tribe mentioned, not a son of
Jacob.
08) The angels ____ God.
11) John saw a multitude which no one
could ____.
12) These were washed in blood.
13) Those before the throne would not
have this on them any more.
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Link to Lonnie Woodruff’s Revelation for Christians Today, online:
http://www.abiblecommentary.com/howtounderstandthebookofrevelation.htm

A Study of Revelation 8
I.

Outline.
1.
Silence in heaven for about 30 minutes after opening of 7th Seal (Revelation 8:1).
2.
John sees 7 angels with 7 trumpets (2).
3.
Another angel mingles prayers of saints with incense (3-4).
4.
The angel casts down the censer to the earth, producing voices, thundering, lightnings, and an
earthquake (5).
5.
The first four angels sound their trumpets (7-12).
6.
A flying angel (or eagle) warns about the three trumpets yet to sound (13).

II.

Summary.
Now comes the time for opening of the seventh seal. At its opening there is SILENCE in heaven for
about half an hour. Thirty minutes is not a very long time, unless you are waiting for something. Think
about how long that thirty minutes must have seemed to John. That thirty minutes of silence would have
been a strong contrast to the loud singing of praises with which the previous chapter ended (7:9-10ff).
John saw seven angels standing before God who were given seven trumpets. Before any of the trumpets
are sounded, another angel is seen at the golden altar with a golden censer. Here much incense is
offered with the prayers of the saints. These ascended to God from the angel’s hand. Then the angel
takes the censer, filled with fire from the altar, and casts it down to the earth, resulting in voices,
thundering, lightnings, and an earthquake. What seems to be symbolized here is that when Christians
pray, God does hear and heaven is pleased. Next comes the sounding of the first four trumpets. Verses
7-12 tell of the sounding of these four trumpets. Frighteningly, verse 13 pronounces a 3-fold WOE,
regarding that which is yet to come at the sounding of the other three trumpets!

III.

Chronology.
BIBLE PERIOD: The Period of the Church.
If you are not familiar with the 15 Bible Periods, please click here:
https://maplehillchurchofchrist.files.wordpress.com/2018/05/15bibleperiods.pdf

IV.

Words/Phrases to Study
• Looking Ahead through Chapter 16… “Many striking parallels exist between the seven seals, the
seven trumpets, and the seven bowls. Each of the sevens is made up of a grouping of four and three;
in each series, the first four signs are closely related and the last three more varied. ‘All three
accounts cover substantially the same ground, containing information which is often similar, and
sometimes almost identical.’ Further, all close with similar words that emphasize the power of God
(8:5; 11:19; 16:18-21). These similarities do not mean the three sections are identical in every
respect and are therefore redundant. ‘Each of these series … has its own individual theme’ and
emphasis. The sections progress logically. Their progression can be expressed in this way:
1. Seals are broken: revelation.
2. Trumpets are blown: warning.
3. Bowls of wrath are poured out: punishment
The basic message of each series remains the same: God is in control, and He will make everything
turn out right” [David Roper, Revelation 1-11, Truth for Today Commentary, p. 324-325, emphasis
mine, DRL].
• 8:1… …THERE WAS SILENCE IN HEAVEN ABOUT THE SPACE OF HALF AN HOUR—“The dramatic silence just
before the storm emphasizes the impact of the judgments about to be revealed” [Shelly, The Lamb
and his Enemies, p. 59].
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•

•

•

V.

8:4… AND THE SMOKE OF THE INCENSE, WHICH CAME WITH THE PRAYERS OF THE SAINTS—“We should not let
the discussion of the altar and the incense detract from the point being made: When Christians pray,
heaven is pleased. In the language of the Old Testament, the incense was sweet in the nostrils of
God. A phrase found repeatedly in the Old Testament relating to sacrifices is ‘sweet savour’ (KJV),
… (see Gen 8:21; Ex 29:18; Lev 1:9; Num 15:7). …in the first part of Revelation 8, a specific kind
of prayer was evidently being offered by the saints—a petition similar to that voiced by those
underneath the altar … who had been slain … How long O Lord, holy and true, will You refrain
from judging and avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth? (6:9-10)” [Roper, p. 332].
8:11… AND THE THIRD PART OF THE WATERS BECAME WORMWOOD; AND MANY MEN DIED OF THE WATERS,
BECAUSE THEY WERE MADE BITTER—“Here the term wormwood sounds ominous. It evokes images of
rotten timber riddled with termite holes. Actually, wormwood has nothing to do with either worms
or wood. Instead, it is a rather nondescript-looking plant. ‘Wormwood’ is the general name for a
class of plants known as Artemisia absinthium, which is characterized by bitterness of taste. Many
varieties grew in Palestine. The plant was used by inspired writers to refer to the bitter fruit of
disobedience (Deut 29:17-18; Prov 5:4; Jer 9:14-15; 23:15; Lam 3:15, 19; Amos 5:7; 6:12). The
plant wormwood is not poisonous, but in John’s vision, it not only made the water undrinkable, but
also deadly” [Roper, p. 342].
8:13… AND I BEHELD, AND HEARD AN ANGEL—Whether the word here is ANGEL or EAGLE depends
upon which textual base is used by the translation. If it is the eclectic text, it will be EAGLE, if it is
the Textus Receptus, or majority text of the KJV and NKJV, it will have ANGEL.

Lessons & Applications.
01.
…THERE WAS SILENCE IN HEAVEN ABOUT THE SPACE OF HALF AN HOUR (8.1)—Read Habakkuk 2:20.
Brother Roper writes: “If there must periodically be silence in heaven, how much more do we
sometimes need silence on earth! The times we live in are filled with appointments and
schedules. We rush from one place to another, rarely taking a solitary moment just to think”
[Roper, p. 347].
02.
AND TO THEM WERE GIVEN SEVEN TRUMPETS (Rev 8:2). “The trumpet has a particular significance in
the Old Testament. It is used not only in connection with warning, but also in connection with
the time of judgment (Joel 2:1ff). It is a sign of God’s intervention in this world’s affairs (Ex
19:16, 19). In fact, we read in the New Testament of ‘the last trumpet’ which shall accompany
the coming of the Lord again (1 Cor 15:52; 1 Thes 4:16). These seven trumpets are trumpets of
warning and judgment”[Frank Pack, Revelation, Part I, Austin, TX:R.B. Sweet Co., p. 73]. If we
are wise, we will be sure to take heed to all of Scripture’s warnings and keep ourselves in a
continual state of preparedness (cf., Matthew 25:1-13).
03.
AND THE SMOKE OF THE INCENSE, WHICH CAME WITH THE PRAYERS OF THE SAINTS, ASCENDED UP BEFORE
GOD OUT OF THE ANGEL’S HAND (Rev 8:4). In verses three 3-5 there is obvious symbolism
regarding the prayers of the saints. How vitally important it is to be IN CHRIST! Only IN
CHRIST do we have the marvelous spiritual blessing of prayer available (Eph 1:3). This text
ought to be a great encouragement to all Christians, including those members of the seven
churches of Asia. From David Roper’s commentary I found these remarks—“What John is
saying to troubled readers, then or now, is that their prayers are heard in heaven and will have
their answer. The God of mercy and of judgment is neither dead nor deaf nor indifferent. The
marvelous truth that God listens to His people is taught throughout the Bible.” Then Roper lists
these passages: Proverbs 15:29; 1 Kings 9:3; 2 Kings 20:5; 1 Peter 3:12; 1 John 5:14
04.
Verses 7-12. “When these disasters are considered alongside the thought that a primary reason
for the trumpets was to warn men, a startling conclusion is reached: God uses natural disasters to
try to bring men to repentance. … He wants us to understand the far-reaching effects of sin.
When Adam sinned, God told him, ‘Cursed is the ground because of you’ (Gen 3:17). The
consequences of that curse remain in effect. The categories of nature in this study declare that
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the earth beneath us, the sky above us, and the things around us have been tainted by sin. … In
addition, God would remind us that this world is not our home. … Above all, God would have
us learn that He is our only refuge. … God is trying to do what most of us as parents try to do:
use every means available to influence our children to do right. … The trumpets have a lesson
for us. When trouble drives us to our knees, we are where God wants us to be: we are in the
perfect position to cry unto Him, ‘God be merciful to me a sinner’ (Lk 18:13)” [Roper, p. 34950].
VI.

Questions.

11.

True or False
_____ Seven trumpets sounded in this chapter.
_____ Hail was one of the things that came after the first trumpet sounded.
_____ This chapter tells the name of a star.
_____ The direction smoke of the incense spread was DOWN.
_____ There was no “quiet time” in this chapter.
MATCHING
A. Not revealed in this chapter
F. 1/3 of waters became wormwood
B. Silence in heaven 30 minutes
G. Seven angels were given trumpets
C. 1/3 of sun was smitten
H. Censer was filled with fire of the altar
D. Prayers of saints ascended
I. There came an earthquake
E. 1/3 of trees were burnt up
J. 1/3 of the sea became blood
_____ When the first angel sounded…
_____ When the second angel sounded…
_____ When the third angel sounded…
_____ When the fourth angel sounded…
_____ When the seventh angel sounded…
How Many?
_______________ Angels?

12.

_______________ Trumpets?

13.

_______________ Trumpets sounded in this chapter?

14.

_______________ Moons smitten?

15.

_______________ Woes?

01.
02.
03.
04.
05.

06.
07.
08.
09.
10.

Each Question is worth 7 Points
My Score is: ________
Answers will be found on next week’s handout
ANSWERS to Revelation 7 Questions… 01—True (7.5-8); 02—True (6); 03—True (14); 04—False
(1); 05—False (17); 06—d (4); 07—a (9); 08—f (16); 09—h (8); 10—c (12); 11—The Great Multitude
(10); 12—A Fifth Angel (2); 13—One of the Elders (13); 14—The Lamb (17); 15—The Great
Multitude (15).
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Questions on Chapter 8,
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Revelation for Christians Today, by Lonnie Woodruff--page 146-47 [Answers by DRL]…
What is the purpose of the sounding of a trumpet? (Ezekiel 33:1-6).
A trumpet is used many times in the Bible to announce GREAT EVENTS which are about to occur and
also to WARN OF IMPENDING DANGER. Read Ezekiel 33:1-6. Here is a good example of the
trumpet being used as a WARNING. Ezekiel 33:3... If when he seeth the sword come upon the land, he blow
the trumpet, and warn the people. Both announcing and warning should be applied to these seven
trumpets. They announce great events which are to take place during this Christian Age and warn of
their dangers. –137.
What is the symbolic meaning of the sounding of the seven trumpets in Revelation?
It helps explain one difference between THIS VISION and the previous vision of the seven seals. A seal
signifies events that are absolutely certain to take place, but a trumpet warns of events which we can
prepare ourselves against in order to avoid their consequences. We have no control over the events
described by the seals, BUT we can and must prepare ourselves to avoid the consequences of the
trumpets because WE HAVE BEEN WARNED! --137
What events took place with the sounding of the first trumpet? (8:7)
Hail and fire mingled with blood came forth and they were cast upon the earth and the third part of
trees was burnt up and all green grass was burnt up.
What is the symbolic meaning of the THIRD PART of any person?
Many of the numbers in Revelation are symbolic and not intended to have a specific numerical value. In
9:4 the locusts out of the pit were commanded not to hurt the grass or trees or “any
any green thing,”
thing but only
those men who did not have the seal of God in their foreheads. In other words, the locusts could only
harm NON-Christians. Thus, the color GREEN seems to have correlation with CHRISTIAN. This
symbolism is taken from nature itself. Almost any plant which is alive and growing must be colored
GREEN. The LIFE which Christians have and non-Christian sinners do not have is: SPIRITUAL LIFE.
Those who are SPIRITUALLY ALIVE and growing in Christ would be symbolically: any green thing.
Now, if we apply this symbolic meaning to 8:7, we have the third part of all Christians being destroyed
by the events of this first trumpet. That simply does not make sense, so we must search for that which
does. The answer, suggests brother Woodruff, comes in comparing this THIRD PART with the
FOURTH PART mentioned in 6:8. There the rider of the pale horse had power to take man’s
PHYSICAL LIFE, or FOURTH PART, but not his spiritual life. Thus, we can say that the THIRD PART
of man is different from the fourth part (physical life) and would be rather his spiritual life. Man has
two parts: physical life and spiritual life. Revelation uses the number 4 to describe physical things; it
uses the number 3 to describe spiritual matters. Normally, if we identify a part of something we use
fractions. Thus, we understand that the physical part of any man would be described by the fraction ¼,
and the spiritual part would be described by the fraction 1/3. This THIRD PART of man is used
throughout the trumpet series of visions. Woodruff concludes, therefore, that the warnings which are
sounded by these trumpets are to prepare man so he will not lose his spiritual part. To do so would
condemn one’s soul to hell. They describe events taking place all during the Christian Age which affect
the spiritual part of man. –137-38
What is the symbolic meaning of the hail and fire mingled with blood? (8:7)
The hail and fire mingled with blood represents the TRIALS and PERSECUTIONS of this life which
Christians must overcome daily. To be mingled with blood shows the severity of these persecutions.
Some may even be so severe as to cause one to lose his/her physical life. We must keep a constant watch
for our souls. There are all manner of temptations and persecutions in the world today which can cause
Christians to lose their spiritual life. This is the WARNING sounded by this first trumpet. –140
Who do the trees and green grass represent? (8:7)
A TREE represents Christians who are strong and deeply rooted in the faith. The GRASS represents
Christians who are shallow-rooted and, therefore, more susceptible to these persecutions. This is why
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7.

8.
9.

10.
11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
17.

18.

we see all green grass being burned. It represents those who are not strong enough to overcome these
persecutions. –140
Using the above information, briefly explain the meaning of the first trumpet.
Keeping in mind that the THIRD PART represents the spiritual aspect of people, the lesson presented
here is that even STRONG Christians (trees) are possible candidates for losing their spiritual life
because of the terrible persecutions they may have to suffer. The weak, spiritually (green grass),
represent those not strong en0ough to overcome these persecutions. If I am to benefit personally from
this vision, I must examine myself (2Cor 13:5), if I find that I am weak spiritually, I need to work toward
gaining strength to avoid the consequences pictured in this vision. --140
What events took place with the sounding of the second trumpet? (8:8)
A great mountain burning with fire is cast into the sea and the third part of the sea became blood.
What is the symbolic meaning of the great mountain burning with fire? (8:8)
In 17:1, 15, the symbol MANY WATERS is defined as “peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.”
Further, Isaiah 60:5... Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall fear, and be enlarged; because
the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee. Thus, the
SEA symbolically represents the masses of people on this earth. In this verse, a great mountain burning
with fire, is cast into the sea of people which causes their THIRD PART (spiritual part) to become as
blood, or TO DIE. --140
What is the symbolic meaning of the sea? (8:8)
The sea symbolically represents the masses of people on this earth. --140
What is represented by the sea turning to blood? (8:8)
The THIRD part of the sea is that which turned to blood. This evidently refers to the DEATH of the
spiritual part. --140
Give the meaning of the second trumpet.
This trumpet is WARNING people of all ages not to lose their spiritual life by giving in to persecutions
from any source (even government), regardless of how severe those persecutions might be or become. -141
What events took place with the sounding of the third trumpet? (8:10-11)
A great star fell from heaven, burning like a lamp. It fell upon the third part of the rivers and fountains
of waters. This star had a name: WORMWOOD. The third part of the waters became wormwood and
many men died of the waters because they were made bitter.
Define rivers and fountains of waters. (8:10)
Likely they are symbols and not to be taken literally. The fraction THIRD PART is used to describe
these waters. We have already concluded that the THIRD PART has to do with one’s spiritual life.
Rivers and waters have no spiritual part. By comparing Jeremiah 2:13 and John 7:38, we might
conclude that they represent the abundant teachings of those who attempt to direct the spiritual life of
people on this earth. --143
What is wormwood? (8:11)
This star appeared to be a lamp, or a spiritual light, but, in actuality, must have been deceptive
teachings from Satan. Read 2 Corinthians 11:14. Proverbs 5:4 defines wormwood as something bitter.
As this star of deceptive teachings from Satan, named Wormwood, falls upon the spiritual rivers or
fountains of waters of this world, their teachings become BITTER. Many died spiritually because of this
teaching. People who listen to these false teachings believe and follow them. The result of this is that
they turn from the TRUE teaching of the Bible and they lose their spiritual life. --143
What does the great star burning as a lamp represent? (8:10)
False teaching from Satan. --143
What happens to the rivers and fountains of waters when the star named Wormwood falls upon
them? (8:11)
They became BITTER.
What happens to men as a result of these waters being made bitter? (8:11)
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19.

20.

21.

22.
23.
24.

25.

26.

They die.
Since this trumpet is dealing with the third part of man, what part of man died because of these
waters?
The spiritual part.
Briefly describe the meaning of the third trumpet?
This third trumpet seems to be describing people who have been deceived by false teaching and who
have accepted that teaching and thereby have been poisoned to death, in a spiritual sense, by listening
to the false teaching rather than following the truth of God’s Word. --143
Give the symbolic meaning of the sun, moon, and stars. (8:12)
We should not expect a literal fulfillment of this verse. Rather, we should look for a spiritual fulfillment
of the fourth trumpet. Sun, moon, and stars must represent someone who is responsible for giving light
unto the earth. Since we are dealing with the THIRD part of these objects, this must be referring to
SPIRITUAL LIGHTS which shine upon the earth. Those people who preach, teach, and guide people
spiritually are the ones who provide spiritual light. If those people cease to SHINE, this would indicate
there will be times on this earth when man’s spiritual lights will be darkened. No one will be standing
up and proclaiming the true light of the gospel. Perhaps this has already happened in history in the
period of the Dark Ages. It may even be happening at certain places on this earth today. --144
What part of the sun, moon, and stars was smitten by this fourth trumpet? (8:12)
The THIRD part.
What is the symbolic meaning of the smiting of the third part of the sun, moon, and stars? (8:12)
It would mean that those providing spiritual light would be darkened—the teaching stops. --144
What is the symbolic meaning of the day and night losing their third part? (8:12)
This means there will be times upon this earth when no spirituality will be found day or night because
these spiritual lights have ceased to shine. There are places in this world today where little or no
spirituality exists among the people. We should not think of this as a worldwide situation, necessarily,
although it could happen, but rather, a situation which could take place at ANY TIME when men cease
to teach and obey the spiritual light of the gospel. The spiritual thoughts of man will cease to exist day
or night, and he will concentrate wholly upon the physical things of this world.--144
Briefly describe the meaning of this fourth trumpet.
An important WARNING is being sounded by this trumpet. There will be times when the spiritual lights
of man will cease to shine, and this will cause spiritual darkness upon the earth. Men will cease to be
interested in spiritual matters. Therefore, there will be no spiritual activities day or night. Christians
must heed this warning and always let our lights so shine as to be seen among men (Matthew 5:16). -144
Discuss the overall meaning of the first four trumpets, and apply them to the world around us
today.
The first four trumpets are WARNINGS that have to do with SPIRITUAL LIFE, the THIRD part of man.
The events of these first four trumpets may affect anyone upon this earth who chooses not to heed their
warnings. Severe persecutions can arise on this earth which will destroy weak Christians and can even
destroy some strong Christians who might be represented by TREES, with strong roots. I need to be
concerned about my own spiritual strength. I must continue to love God and His word and continue to
grow in it. The second trumpet warns us not to give in to persecution even of the strongest kind. The
third trumpet seems to warn about being deceived by false teachers. The fourth warns us there may be
times of spiritual darkness. I must follow the instructions of Jesus and let my light shine.
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VII. Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can
find them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the
good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

ALTAR
BURNT
EARTH
GREAT
PRAYERS
STAR
VOICE

ANGEL
CAME
FELL
HEAVEN
SAINTS
STOOD
WATERS
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BECAME
CAST
FIRE
INCENSE
SEVEN
THERE
WHEN

BLOOD
CENSER
GIVEN
OPENED
SEVENTH
THIRD

BURNING
DIED
GOLDEN
PART
SOUND
TRUMPET
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle.

Revelation 8 (KJV)
1
4

2

3

5

6
7
8

9
10

11

12

13

14

15

ACROSS
02) There were 30 minutes of this
05) Repeated three times
06) Prayers and incense did this
08) Fell at the third trumpet sounding
10) ____ trumpets still remain at the
close of this chapter
11) Number of trumpets John saw
12) Name of a star
15) What happened to a third of the
ships
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DOWN
01) Burning with fire was cast into the
sea
02) Partly smitten at the sounding of
the 4th Trumpet
03) The falling star burned like a...
04) They were offered with the incense
07) A third part of the stars were...
09) Seven angels each had them
13) Wormwood fell into the third part of
the...
14) Many men ____ because of the
bitter waters
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Link to Lonnie Woodruff’s Revelation for Christians Today, online:
http://www.abiblecommentary.com/howtounderstandthebookofrevelation.htm

A Study of Revelation 9
I.

Outline.
1.
The fifth angel sounds (Revelation 9:1-12)
1)
Key to the abyss is given to the star/angel (1).
2)
Powerful locusts come out of the abyss (2-3).
3)
They are restricted (4).
4)
Their task and description (5-11).
5)
The end of the first WOE is announced (12).
2.
The sixth angel sounds (Revelation 9:13-21).
1)
Sixth angel is told to loose the four angels in the Euphrates (14).
2)
Their task is to slay the third part of men (15).
3)
Their number and description (16-19).
4)
Those not slain did not repent (20-21).

II.

Summary.
Revelation 9:1-12 is one of the most unique and terrifying scenes of the whole book. Robert Mounce
described the locusts in the passage as “among the more bizarre creatures in the Apocalypse.”
Pages could be filled with a discussion of the fantastic details of this text: Who is represented by the star
that had fallen? What is the abyss [“bottomless pit” in KJV, DRL]? Who is Abaddon/Apollyon? We
will struggle with questions like these, but once again it must be emphasized that the total impact of the
vision is what is most important. As Jim McGuiggan said, people often see brush strokes when they
ought to see portraits.
It is important to imagine the total scene. Terrible creatures come from the bowels of the earth; their
purpose is to torment men (vv. 4-6, 10). They do not harm God’s faithful ones; they only hurt
unbelievers (v. 4). This scene is not one of final judgment: The torture is for a limited time (vv. 5, 10)
and does not result in death (vv. 5, 6). The picture is not literal: Real locusts harm vegetation, but these
nightmarish creatures do not (v. 4). Keep these thoughts in mind as the chapter is discussed symbol by
symbol. Do not lose sight of the total picture as the brush marks are examined. …
In studying the seven trumpets, there is a progression: The first four trumpets indicated that sin makes a
shambles of life in general. The fifth trumpet proclaimed that sin tortures and torments. the sixth
trumpet warns that sin often results in death. Sin not only hurts the sinner, but affects others as well.
[David Roper, Revelation 1-11, Truth for Today Commentary, p. 354-355, 367].

III.

Chronology.
BIBLE PERIOD: The Period of the Church.
If you are not familiar with the 15 Bible Periods, please click here:
https://maplehillchurchofchrist.files.wordpress.com/2018/05/15bibleperiods.pdf

IV.

Words/Phrases to Study
9:1… THE BOTTOMLESS PIT--“… a better translation of the Greek phrase, ... (tou phreatos tes abussou) is
‘the shaft of the abyss.’ In verse 11, the NASB has ‘the abyss.’ The imagery is of an
underground cave called ‘the abyss,’ with a shaft reaching to the surface. The top of the shaft is
closed and locked, and the star/angel is given a key to open it so the inhabitants of the abyss may
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be released” [David Roper, Revelation 1-11, Truth for Today Commentary, p. 356]. Certainly
this does not mean that there is such a cave somewhere on earth—IT IS SYMBOLIC.
9:4… BUT ONLY THOSE MEN WHICH HAVE NOT THE SEAL OF GOD IN THEIR FOREHEADS—“The primary purpose
of the sealing of the 144,000 in chapter 7 was to protect God’s people. Revelation 9:4 gives an
example of that protection. Since the locusts represent consequences of disobedience, the
obedient are spared those consequences” [Roper, p. 358].
9:6… “The locusts of verse 6 are reminiscent of the eighth plague which came upon the land of Egypt
(Ex 10:12-15). An even closer parallel of Revelation 9 may be found in Joel, chapters 1 and 2”
[Roper, p. 358].
9:1-11… “By now, it should be clear that Revelation 9:1-11 does not portray historical events such as
the ravages of Mohammed’s hordes or attacks by Cobra helicopters with nerve gas. In days past,
the former was a favorite conclusion by those following the continuous-historical approach. The
latter is the present interpretation of some premillennial sensationalists. Such interpretations
would have had no meaning for first-century readers. Also, both Mohammed’s army and Cobra
helicopters killed people—but the locusts did not. Rather, most writers agree that, in some way,
the locusts portray THE TORMENTING NATURE OF SIN” [Roper, p. 365]. ||||| “The
demonic locusts graphically picture the torment to the human spirit and human personality that
evil brings. The smoke that rises to darken the sky and brings with it the torments that make men
cry out to die and desire death, yet find no death, graphically expresses the slavery that sin exerts
over men” [Frank Pack, Revelation, Part I, The Living Word, R.B. Sweet Co. Inc., p. 77].
9:13… AND I HEARD A VOICE FROM THE FOUR HORNS OF THE GOLDEN ALTAR WHICH IS BEFORE GOD—“The
reintroduction of the golden altar is a reminder that God hears and answers the requests of His
people. The source of the voice from the four horns is not mentioned. In 16:7, the altar itself
will speak, and that may be the case here. The significant detail is that the altar was before God.
The words from the horns were a divine command” [Roper, p. 367].
9:14… “Ray Summers noted that three factors combined to overthrow the Roman Empire: natural
calamity, internal rottenness, and external invasion. He pointed out that the first four trumpets
involved natural calamity and proposed that the locusts of the fifth trumpet typified internal
rottenness. He then declared that the sixth trumpet is a symbolic representation of the third
factor: external invasion. Keep in mind, however, that the language is symbolic, not literal. The
apostle did not so much have in mind a certain geographical location and a specific invading
army as he did the general concept that DANGER was lurking nearby—imminent danger
BECAUSE OF SIN. The army beyond the Euphrates was ‘more terrible by far than any human
army. It [was] a supernatural, indeed an infernal, host” [Roper, p. 368].
9:15… AN HOUR, AND A DAY, AND A MONTH, AND A YEAR…--“This terminology is a dramatic way of
speaking of a SPECIFIC time—a special time fixed in the mind of God. … The message of this
phrasing is that God is in control. His time-table is known only to Himself (see Mt 24:36; Acts
1:7)—but at the proper time, His plans will be carried out. His people can count on it” [Roper, p.
369].
9:16-19… “This vision of an irresistible force announced to Christians in John’s day that God had more
than sufficient resources to dispose of their persecutors. It announces to every age that sin brings
consequences both terrible and overpowering to nations as well as individuals” [Roper, p. 37172].
V.

Lessons & Applications. David Roper’s excellent commentary concludes each chapter with a series of
practical applications from the text. I encourage you to get the book and study them further. These brief
excerpts are from that source…
1.
The Fifth Trumpet Sounds (Revelation 9:1-11). A sermon on 9:9-11 could be entitled “The
Torment of Sin.” For a dramatic title, you might like “The Locusts from the Abyss.” This text
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2.
3.
4.

5.
6.
VI.

could be used as a sermon with emphasis on the consequences of a specific sin, such as
homosexuality with its well-publicized consequence, AIDS.
Putting Yourself into the Vision (Revelation 9:13-19). To get a feeling for God’s message, put
you inside this vision. Imagine yourself as a man or a woman who has rejected God’s overtures.
The Consequences of Sin (Revelation 9:13-19). We must understand that, as fire consumes,
smoke overwhelms, and brimstone sears, in the same way our sins hurt and destroy others.
The Folly of Ignoring God’s Warning (Revelation 9:20-21). Harry was the caretaker of a
recreation lodge on Spirit Lake, five miles north of Mt. Saint Helens. The rangers warned him,
neighbors begged him to leave with them, and Harry’s sister called to try to talk sense into the
old man’s head—but Harry ignored them. … On May 18, 1980, as the boiling gases beneath the
mountain’s surface bulged and buckled the earth, Harry cooked his eggs and bacon, … At 8:31
a.m., the mountain blew up.
Idols—Then and Now (Revelation 9:20). At the heart of any sin is the setting up of someone or
something else in the place of God.
Drugs and the Occult (Revelation 9:21). Cf., W.E. Vine on “Sorceries.”

Questions.
True or False
01.

_____ Locusts were commanded NOT to eat any green thing.

02.

_____ The power of the locusts was to hurt men eternally.

03.

_____ After the sixth angel sounded, an innumerable company of horsemen appeared.

04.

_____ The men who were not killed repented of their idolatry.

05.

_____ The locusts had faces of men.
MATCHING
A.

Sounding of Sixth trumpet F.

Idols of gold

B.

A bear

G.

Women

C.

Scorpions

H.

Heads of lions

D.

The locusts

I.

When men repented

E.

Bottomless pit

J.

The mouth of the horses

06.

_____ The heads of the horses were like these…

07.

_____ The sun was darkened by the smoke coming out of here.

08.

_____ When were the four angels loosed?

09.

_____ Can neither see, hear, nor walk.

10.

_____ Teeth of lions and hair of …
Fill in the Blanks

11.

In addition to idolatry, sins NOT repented of in this chapter include: ____________;
_______________; _________________; ____________.

12.

The fifth angel was given a _________ to the ________________ pit.

13.

At the sounding of the sixth angel, John heard a voice from the ____________ altar, which is
____________ God.
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14.

John spoke of days when men shall seek ___________ and not find it.

15.

_____________ or ______________ were names of the angel of the ________________ pit.
Each Question is worth 7 Points
My Score is: ________
Answers will be found on next week’s handout

ANSWERS to Revelation 8 Questions… 01—False, (8.13); 02—True (7); 03—True (11); 04—False
(4); 05—False (1); 06—E (7); 07—J (8); 08—F (10-11); 09—C (12); 10—A (13); 11—Seven (6); 12—
Seven (6); 13—Four (7-12); 14—1/3 (12); 15—3 (13).
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VII.

Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can find
them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the
good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

ANGEL
EARTH
GREAT
LIKE
POWER
THERE

BOTTOMLESS
FIRE
HEADS
LOOSE
SCORPION
TORMENT
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BREASTPLATES
FIVE
HORSES
MONTH
SMOKE

BRIMSTONE
FOUR
HURT
MOUTH
SOUND

DEATH
GIVEN
KILL
NEITHER
TAILS
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle.

Revelation 9 (KJV)
1

2

3

4

5
6

7
8

9

10

11

12
13

14

15

ACROSS
02) The power of the horsemen was in
their mouth and their...
06) This pit had a key and was...
08) This protected from the locusts.
09) Part of the breastplate of the
horsemen.
10) 4 angels were ____ at the sounding
of the 6th angel.
13) The locusts had ____ like men.
14) The locusts had tails like ____.
15) There were 200,000 thousand of them

Created by: David Lemmons

DOWN
01) Made of gold.
02) The locusts had ____ like a lion.
03) Teamed with fire and brimstone.
04) The great river mentioned in this
chapter.
05) These came out of the smoke.
07) Administered by the locusts.
11) Locusts had this in their tails.
12) Idols do not see, hear, nor ____.
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Link to Lonnie Woodruff’s Revelation for Christians Today, online:
http://www.abiblecommentary.com/howtounderstandthebookofrevelation.htm

A Study of Revelation 10
I.

Outline.
1.
The Mighty Angel (Revelation 10:1-7).
2.
The “Little Book,” and the Prophet (10:8-11).

II.

Summary.
THE LITTLE BOOK OPEN
The lessons of this chapter are built around the symbol of the “little book open.” There are
several ideas among commentators about the meaning of this symbol, but we believe the only
plausible explanation is that it represents the New Testament. We offer the following reasons for this
interpretation.
(1) This little book is always open. God’s Word is always open to anyone who is willing to read and
obey it.
(2) John was told to take the book from the angel (v.8). He asked the angel to give it to him, but he was
again told to take it. God’s Word is always open and available to us, but we must take it. No one
can obey the Word for us. It is each individual’s responsibility.
(3) John was told to eat the little book. This shows we are to study and consume the teachings of the
Bible. We must completely digest it.
(4) After John ate the book, he was told he must prophesy again. To prophesy means to teach God’s
Word, and in order to do that, we must first study and digest it.
(5) This vision comes between the sixth and seventh trumpets. The trumpets warn of events which could
cause man to lose his spiritual life, but we may prepare ourselves to overcome these events by
studying God’s Word.
(6) Verse 7 says that when the seventh angel sounds, the “mystery of God” will be finished. The
“mystery of God” is a reference to the gospel of Christ.
We believe these explanations are logical and biblically sound, thereby allowing us to accept
the interpretation that this “little book open” is the Word of God.
One possible objection which we might attempt to answer is, the Word of God would not be
referred to as a “little” book. We believe this refers to the fact that God’s Word is
understandable. Man has the ability to study and comprehend its message. If God’s Word were a
“large” book, it would be difficult to read and understand. God’s book is a “little” book. It may be
understood by any man who seeks to know its message.
--Lonnie Woodruff, Revelation for Christians Today

III.

Chronology.
BIBLE PERIOD: The Period of the Church.
If you are not familiar with the 15 Bible Periods, please click here:
https://maplehillchurchofchrist.files.wordpress.com/2018/05/15bibleperiods.pdf

IV.

Words/Phrases to Study
10:1… AND I SAW ANOTHER MIGHTY ANGEL…--“Some think the angel was Jesus Himself, but this is
unlikely: (1) Jesus is never called an angel anywhere else in the book. (2) The word ‘another’ is
translated from the Greek word allos, which means ‘another of the same kind.’ (3) It is difficult to
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conceive that the glorified Lord would swear as the angel did in verse 6. … The combination of
judgment symbols (the cloud, the sun, the burning pillars) and a mercy symbol (the rainbow) relate
to the message which the angel brought: a bittersweet message (vv., 9-10) of judgment and mercy”
[David Roper, TRUTH FOR TODAY COMMENTARY, Revelation 1-11, p., 391].
10:2… AND HE HAD IN HIS HAND A LITTLE BOOK OPEN…--“Since the passage does not reveal the exact
contents of the little book, one cannot be dogmatic on the matter. One can, however, be dogmatic in
regarding this: The small scroll contained a message from God—and therefore was of the utmost
importance. Whenever God speaks, people should be ready to listen (Ps 81:8, 11, 13)” [Roper, p.
393].
10:3… …SEVEN THUNDERS UTTERED THEIR VOICES—“There have been seven churches, a book with seven
seals, and seven trumpets. Now there are ‘seven thunders’” [Roper, p. 394].
10:4… …I WAS ABOUT TO WRITE…--“Apparently, even as John was experiencing the visions, he was
writing down what he saw and heard. This response was natural. After all, he had been told to
‘write in a book what you see’ (1:11), and, by implication, ‘what you hear’” [Roper, p. 394].
10:7… …THE MYSTERY OF GOD SHOULD BE FINISHED,…--“Michael Wilcock summarized the angel’s words
like this: ‘The next event in God’s calendar will be Trumpet 7, and that will be the end.’ The angel
was announcing that the promises of God are sure. The Roman government’s schedule of injustice
would take second place to God’s calendar of justice. Let the enemies of God do their worst; they
could not nullify the Lord’s decrees. The promises of God are still sure. God’s Word will never
pass away (Mt 24:35; 1 Pet 1:23)” [Roper, p. 399].
10:8-11… “When the church faces perilous times, what should it do? Go into hiding? Wait, trembling,
for God to intervene? Soften its message so it will offend no one? Revelation 10 and 11 declare that
in trouble times, the church is to be bold, courageous, even outspoken. Chapter 10 stresses that the
church can meet such a difficult challenge by first appreciating the Word (vv., 1-7), and then
appropriating it (vv., 8-11)” [Roper, p. 399-400].
10:11… …THOU MUST PROPHESY AGAIN BEFORE MANY PEOPLES, AND NATIONS, AND TONGUES, AND KINGS—
“God’s revelation of His plans and purposes is not for the chosen few. It is for ‘all the world’ (Mk
16:15), for ‘all the nations (Mt 28:19), for ‘all men’ (1 Tim 2:4; Titus 2:11)” [Roper, p. 393].
V.

Lessons & Applications.
• The Little Book (Chapter 10). As previously noted, chapter 10 has two main points: (1) Appreciate
the Message, and (2) Appropriate the message. Another way to divide the chapter would be: (1) The
Character of the Message, and (2) The Demands of the Message. … Chapter 10 fascinates writers.
Here are possible titles for lessons on the passage: ‘The Abiding Word,’ ‘The Finished Mystery,’
‘The Mystery of Mercy,’ ‘The Gospel of Redemption,’ and ‘The Rainbow Angel.’ Other possible
titles include: ‘The Angel and the Little Book,’ ‘A Big Angel and a Little Book,’ and ‘A Little Book
Opened.’
• 2God’s Truth (10:1-7). Whatever else the little book was, it was a message from God and thus took
on the characteristics of every word that comes from His mouth. This message was magnificent,
universal, succinct, and immutable. John, therefore, was to appreciate, admire, accept, and
acknowledge it—even as we should respond to God’s message for today, the Bible. Today the world
is engaged in a mad search for what is called ‘truth,’ not realizing that real truth is to be found in an
old Book which has often been cast aside. A poet has said,
We search the world for truth;
We cull the good, the pure, the beautiful,
From graven stone and written scroll
And all old flower fields of the soul;
And, weary seekers of the best,
We come back laden from our quest,
To find that all the sages said
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•

VI.

Is in the Book our mothers read.
[John Greenleaf Whittier, in Miriam].
Eating the Little Book (10:8-11). Possible titles for a lesson on 10:8-11 include: ‘The Bittersweet
Message,’ ‘The Joy and the Sorrow of Being God’s Messenger,’ and ‘A Job that is Never Finished.’

Questions.
True or False
01.

_____ Creation is mentioned in chapter 10.

02.

_____ The angel refused to give to John the “little book.”

03.

_____ The mighty angel who was clothed with a cloud had a helmet on his head.

04.

_____ At the sounding of the seventh angel, the mystery of God would be finished.

05.

_____ In this chapter thunder had a voice.
Multiple Choice (Select the BEST Answer)

06.

_____ Which of the following was NOT part of the group to whom John was to prophesy: (a)
kings; (b) tongues; (c) locusts; (d) nations.

07.

_____ What is described in this chapter as being OPEN: (a) a door; (b) heavens; (c) a little book.

08.

_____ The face of the mighty angel in this chapter was like: (a) the sun; (b) 10,000 stars; (c) a
child’s.

09.

_____ That which the mighty angel swore was: (a) false; (b) that time would be no more; (c)
destruction doubled.

10.

_____ In reaction to the voices of the seven thunders, John was about to: (a) turn away; (b) write;
(c) speak.
Fill in the Blanks

11.

The mighty angel’s __________ __________ was on the earth; his right foot was upon the
________.

12.

Regarding what John heard, he was told to __________ them up, and ___________ them not!

13.

Prophets are spoken of here as ______________.

14.

John took the little book and __________ it up.

15.

The mighty angel lifted up his __________ to ____________.
Each Question is worth 7 Points
My Score is: ________
Answers will be found on next week’s handout

ANSWERS to Revelation 9 Questions… 01—True (9.4); 02—False 10); 03—False (16); 04—False
(20); 05—True (7); 06—H (17); 07—E (2); 08—A (13-14); 09—F (20); 10—G (8); 11—murders,
sorceries, fornication, thefts (21); 12—key, bottomless (1); 13—golden, before (13); 14—death (6);
15—Abaddon, Apollyon, bottomless (11).
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VII.

Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can find
them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the
good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

AGAIN
BOOK
EARTH
HEAD
MIGHTY
SEVEN
THUNDERS

ANGEL
C.OTHED
EVER
HEARD
MOUTH
SWEET
UTTERED
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ANOTHER
CLOUD
FACE
HEAVEN
OPEN
TAKE
VOICE

BELLY
COME
FOOT
HONEY
RAINBOW
THEREIN

BITTER
CRIED
HAND
LITTLE
SAID
THINGS
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle.

Revelation 10 (KJV)
1
2

3
4

7

5

6

8

9

10

11

12

13
14

15

16

ACROSS
07) The angel swore there would be this no
longer.
08) The angel John saw had this on his
head.
09) Instead of writing, John was to ____
what they said.
11) The right foot of the angel was here
13) The angel lifted this up to heaven
15) Bitter in the belly, but in the mouth sweet
as ____.
16) The little book would make John’s belly
____.
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DOWN
01) John is told to ____ the book from the
angel’s hand.
02) John was about to do this, but was told
not to.
03) At the sounding of the 7th angel, the
mystery of God would be...
04) John was told he must do this again
05) The book in this chapter was...
06) The seven thunders had...
10) The angel swore by the one who did
this.
12) John ____ the little book.
14) One of the groups to whom John must
do #4 down.
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Link to Lonnie Woodruff’s Revelation for Christians Today, online:
http://www.abiblecommentary.com/howtounderstandthebookofrevelation.htm

A Study of Revelation 11
I.

Outline.
1. John told to measure the temple (Revelation 11:1-2).
2. The two witnesses (3-14).
3. The sounding of the 7th Trumpet (15-19).

II.

Summary. Adapted from Revelation for Christians Today, by Lonnie Woodruff, pp., 179-180.
Verses 1-14 give to us information regarding THE TEMPLE OF GOD. We also have the conclusion of
the 6th Trumpet. Verses 15-19 gives the sounding of the 7th Trumpet. In the first section of chapter
eleven these symbols are used: TEMPLE, HOLY CITY, TWO WITNESSES, TWO OLIVE TREES,
TWO CANDLESTICKS, and TWO PROPHETS. All of these symbols, basically, represent those
faithful to God—THE CHURCH.
Chapter 11 gives to us a complete history of the church from its beginning to its ascension to heaven. In
verse 3 God gives His people POWER needed to spread the gospel during the Christian Age. In verses
5-6, God provided protection for His people so the gospel might be spread throughout the world. Once
the gospel had been spread throughout the world, forces would arise upon this earth which would
destroy the church for a period of time. In verse 11, we find God breathing life into His people, the
church, and it once again began to function. Verse twelve has God calling the church to heaven to live
with Him eternally.

III.

Chronology.
BIBLE PERIOD: The Period of the Church.
If you are not familiar with the 15 Bible Periods, please click here:
https://maplehillchurchofchrist.files.wordpress.com/2018/05/15bibleperiods.pdf

IV.

Words/Phrases to Study

V.

Lessons & Applications.

VI.

Questions.
True or False
01.

_____ Being JUDGED and being REWARDED are both spoken of in this chapter.

02.

_____ John was told not to measure the court outside the temple.

03.

_____ Sodom is paired with Gomorrah in this chapter.

04.

_____ The two olive trees and the two candlesticks had no power.

05.

_____ There is rejoicing at death in this reading.
MATCHING
a. heaven

f. the four and twenty elders

b. tenth

g. seven

c. a third

h. the temple
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d. Gog and Magog

i. two candlesticks & two olive trees

e. three

j. two candlesticks & two olive trees

06.

_____ A reed was given John to measure…

07.

_____ How many powers were given the two olive trees and candlesticks?

08.

_____ After 3 ½ the Spirit of life from God entered them…

09.

_____ This part of the city fell.

10.

_____ The beast from the bottomless pit would make war against them.
Fill in the Blanks

11.

The two witnesses would prophesy ________ days.

12.

The people, kindreds, tongues, and nations would see the dead bodies of the witnesses ________
days.

13.

The second ________ is past; and, behold the third _________ comes quickly.

14.

______ elders fell upon their faces and worshipped God.

15.

______ (a number) items were seen/heard when the temple of God was opened in heaven.
Each Question is worth 7 Points
My Score is: ________
Answers will be found on next week’s handout

ANSWERS to Revelation 10 Questions… 01—True (Rev 10.6); 02—False (9); 03—False (1); 04—
True (7); 05—True (3); 06—c (11); 07—c (2,8); 08—a (1); 09—b (6); 10—b (4); 11—left, foot, sea
(2); 12—seal, write (4); 13—servants (7); 14—ate (10); 15—hand, heaven (5).
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Questions on Chapter 11,
Revelation for Christians Today, by Lonnie Woodruff--page 197… [Answers by DRL]
1.

What does the temple of God represent? (1 Cor 3:16).
Those people who are faithful to God—the church. 179.

2.

What was John instructed to do concerning the temple? (11:1).
To rise and measure the temple of God.

3.

Are the measurements of the temple given?
No, not in this chapter.

4.

What is the symbolic meaning of the altar? (11:1).
It represents a Christian’s ability to pray directly to God for the remission of sins. Cf., 8:3, where a
golden altar is pictured before God’s throne and is used for offering up the prayers of saints.

5.

Who are those who worship in the temple? (11:1).
Only those who have a covenant relationship with God can commune with Him through prayer (1 Peter
3:12).

6.

What was excluded in the measurement of the temple? (11:2).
The court.

7.

Who occupied the court of the temple? (11:2).
Perhaps this is difficult to determine, but brother Woodruff suggests that the court, which is near the
temple represents those who are professing to be Christians, but who have never obeyed God’s law.
They have never actually entered into the true church. A second possibility he suggests is that these
people are unfaithful members of the church. Whichever is correct, there is a distinction made between
being in the temple, part of God’s people, and being outside of it.

8.

What do those people do who occupy the court of the temple? .
They trample down or walk on those who are in the true church. Another way of saying that they
consider the church to have little or no value. Many today are close to the truth, but have no regard for
the true church at all. They TREAD IT UNDER FOOT by using degrading and slanderous remarks and
sometimes by persecuting the true church. This type of activity is to continue for 42 months, which is a
symbolic representation of the entire Christian Age. Thus, we can expect this behavior to continue until
the 2nd Coming.

9.

Who do the two witnesses represent?
Brother Coffman says that they represent: (1) God’s Word; and (2) God’s church. Brother Woodruff
argues that the two witnesses represent the church, using the word of God. The number two represents
augmented strength, redoubled energy, confirmed power. Woodruff writes: “The church on the earth
has received power from on high through the Word, and all Christians should be strong witnesses for
Christ as we prophesy or teach that Word throughout the world.”

10.

What two symbols are used in verse 4 also to represent the two witnesses?
Two olive trees and two candlesticks.

11.

Give the symbolic meaning of: (a) Two olive trees; (b) Two candlesticks.
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These two symbols are a continuation of the description of the two witnesses. Using the number 2 shows
the great power or strength possessed by these witnesses. When the Gentiles, or the wild olive tree, are
obedient to the new law of Christ, they are said to be grafted into the good olive tree. They become a
part of God’s chosen people, the church. Therefore, it becomes easy to understand that the witnesses
for Christ are a part of the good olive tree spoken of in Romans 11:16-18.
12.

What power do the two witnesses possess? (11:6).
They have the power to SHUT HEAVEN, that it rain not; power to turn waters to blood; and to smite
the earth with plagues. Keeping in mind that Revelation is a book of symbols, this description must
surely refer to the great power Christians, have through teaching the gospel, the Word of God.

13.

When the two witnesses finished their testimony, what happened to them? (11:7).
The beast ascended out of the bottomless pit, made war against them, and killed them.
Consider this sequence of events in chapter 11…
1. v. 3 The witnesses are given power to prophesy.
2. v. 5 With God’s help, they will be able to overcome their enemies.
3. v. 7 When they finish their testimony, the beast will overcome and kill them.
4. v. 10 People will rejoice over their death.
5. v. 11 The Spirit of life from God will enter into them and they will live again.
6. v. 12 They will ascend up to heaven.
Brother Woodruff believes these six points above give to us a complete history of the church from the
time of Christ till its ascension to heaven at His 2nd Coming. WHEN THEY HAVE FINISHED THEIR
TESTIMONY being Colossians 1:23. After this was completed, then the BEAST overcame the church
for a period of time.

14.

Where did the bodies of the two witnesses lay? (11:8).
They lay in the street of the great city, spiritually called: Sodom, and Egypt, and where also our Lord
was crucified.

15.

What is the symbolic meaning of the great city?
The GREAT CITY is used in Revelation to symbolize the apostate church. The figures in the last part of
verse 8 (Sodom, Egypt, and Jerusalem) are being used as symbols to represent the GREAT CITY, the
apostate church.

16.

Why is the great city described as Sodom, Egypt, and the city where our Lord was crucified?
(11:8).
Sodom is known for its immorality; the apostate church was spiritually (and sometimes physically)
adulterous. Egypt was a great persecutor of God’s people in the Old Testament. During the Dark Ages
the apostate church was responsible for the spiritual death of many people. Jerusalem was killed
physically there, but He was killed spiritually in the GREAT CITY, the apostate church, figuratively,
they crucified Him again.

17.

Why did the people of the great city refuse to allow the bodies of the two witnesses to be put in
graves? (11:9).
They wanted to keep them IN SIGHT where they could gloat over their death. The apostate church has
always claimed to be righteous and worship the true God, yet they worship according to man’s ways
instead of God’s. To have the truth taught by the true church would definitely have an adverse affect
upon the apostate church. Therefore, they were extremely happy that the true church was killed. There
was great rejoicing because of the death of the true church. The number 3 ½ is descriptive, indicating a
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time of great despair and confusion. DAYS are probably used here to indicate a shorter time period
than 3 ½ years or 1,260 days used earlier to represent the entire gospel age. The Dark Ages was
definitely a time of extreme despair and confusion concerning spiritual matters because the church was,
for all practical purposes nonexistent.
18.

What symbolic term is used in verse 10 to describe the two witnesses?
Two prophets. This represents those who TEACH the Word of God.

19.

Discuss how the symbols two witnesses, two olive trees, two candlesticks, and two prophets can all
be used to describe Christians.
The church is described in verses 1 and 2 as the TEMPLE and the HOLY CITY. Verses 3 and 4 further
describe the church as WITNESSES, OLIVE TREES, and CANDLESTICKS. In each case, there are two
which indicates they have received power from God. They are standing before God, which again shows
that these symbols must represent the church because 7:14-15 states that Christians are before the
throne of God serving Him day and night in His temple. 185.

20.

After the two witnesses lay dead in the street of the great city for a period of time, what happened
to them? (11:11).
The Spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood upon their feet.

21.

What will be the final dwelling place of the two witnesses? (11:12).
Heaven.

22.

What will be the end of the great city? (11:13).
THE TENTH PART OF THE CITY FELL. The number TEN is used to signify human completeness.
Therefore, if the tenth part of the city fell, it would no longer be complete. It would be fragmented. It
would be completely destroyed.

23.

Discuss the overall meaning of this vision.
Chapter 11 can be divided into two major sections. The first (1-14), gives a great deal of information
concerning the TEMPLE OF GOD. it also concludes the sixth trumpet. The second division (15-19), is
the sounding of the seventh trumpet.
Several symbols are used in the first section of chapter 11, including:
1. Temple
2. Holy City
3. Two Witnesses
4. Two Olive Trees
5. Two Candlesticks
6. Two Prophets
All of which have the same basic meaning. They represent those people who are faithful to the God—
the church. Once we understand this, it then becomes possible to see that chapter 11 gives a complete
history of the church from its beginning until the time of its ascension to heaven to dwell with God
eternally (v. 12). Certainly, not every detail concerning the church is given, but the major points are
clearly outlined. They are as follows:
1. v. 3 God gives His people the power needed in order to spread the gospel during this Christian
Dispensation.
2. vv. 5-6 God provided protection for His people in order that the gospel might be spread
throughout the world.
3. vv. 7-10 Once the gospel was spread throughout the world, forces would arise upon this earth
which would destroy the church for a certain period of time.
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4. v. 11 After this period of time, God again breathed life into His people and the church once
again became strong.
5. v. 12 At God’s appointed time, the church will be called to heaven to dwell with Him eternally.
6. v. 13 Those forces which have persecuted the church will be destroyed, and great fear will fall
upon those people at Christ’s 2nd Coming.
cf., Chapter 9 questions: 26-32 for the last part of 11.

Questions Based on LW’s End of Chapter 11 Questions
True/False
01. _____ John was told to arise and measure the temple and its court.
02. _____ 42 months is a symbolic representation of the entire Christian Age.
03. _____ Bodies of the two witnesses lay in a place described or symbolized by four cities.
04. _____ The final dwelling place of the two witnesses is Heaven.
05. _____ The first fourteen verses of this chapter give information about the church.

Fill in the Blanks
06.

God gives His people the ___________ needed in order to spread the ____________ during this
Christian Dispensation.

07.

The two prophets represent those who ___________ the __________ of _________.

08.

Woodruff suggests that the GREAT CITY is used in Revelation to symbolize the ______________
____________.

09.

Power to __________ ____________ was given the two witnesses.

10.

The altar represents the Christian’s ability to __________.

Place the symbol in the space next to its description:
11.

_________________________ those who are professing to be Christians, but have never obeyed God’s
law.

12.

_________________________ Romans 11:16ff helps us understand its meaning.

13.

_________________________ Figuratively, those represented by this figure crucified the Lord again.

14.

_________________________ When this happens, it would be fragmented, destroyed!

15.

_________________________ The church once again became strong.
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VII.

Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can find
them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the
good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

ANGEL
DEAD
GIVE
HURT
NATIONS
STOOD

BODIES
EARTH
GIVEN
KILL
POWER
TEMPLE
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CITY
EARTHQUAKE
GREAT
LORD
PROPHESY
THERE

COME
ENEMIES
HALF
MAKE
REIGN
THOUSAND

DAYS
FELL
HEAVEN
MEASURE
SAYING
THREE
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle.

Revelation 11 (KJV)
1

2

4

3

5
6
7

8
9

10

11

12
13

14

15

ACROSS
02) That which was to be measured
04) Two witnesses are called ____ trees
06) The beast will ____ against the
witnesses
08) Used to measure
10) Add ____ days to half a day
11) Christ’s shall be for ever and ever
13) ____ thousand were slain
14) Seen in God’s temple
15) Time came for the dead to be...

Created by: David Lemmons

DOWN
01) The witnesses had ____ regarding
rain.
03) John was told to get up and ____.
05) A great ____ said COME UP HITHER
07) The great city
09) The third is coming ____.
11) Men on earth do this because of
what 2 witnesses do
12) Chapter speaks of a time of ____ for
prophets and saints
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A Study of Revelation 12
I.

Outline. Adapted from Headings in NJKV
1.
The Woman, the Child, and the Dragon (1-6).
2.
The Great Dragon Cast Out (7-12).
3.
The Woman Persecuted (13-17).

Questions on Chapter 12,
01.

02.

03.
04.

05.
06.

07.

08.
09.

Revelation for Christians Today, by Lonnie Woodruff--page 215-16, Answers from DRL…
Define the following symbolic descriptions of the glorious woman: (12:1-2)
1) Clothed with the sun ability to give spiritual light unto the world.
2) Moon under her feet ability to give spiritual light unto the world.
3) Crown of twelve stars The number TWELVE is used to represent organized religion. The crown of
TWELVE stars represents the authority of the glorious woman, which was the law God gave to bring
Christ into the world.
4) Travail in birth just as a woman has great pain immediately prior to the birth of a baby, the world
was in great need of a Messiah.
What does this glorious woman represent?
First, she represents the Jewish system of religion, the old law, which was used to prepare the people for
the coming of the Messiah (Galatians 3:24). Also, it must be that she is used to represent the church of
the New Testament because she is spoken of in verse 6 as fleeing into the wilderness after Jesus is
caught up to heaven.
Who is the great red dragon? (12:3, 9).
That old serpent called the Devil, and Satan.
Considering the meaning of the symbolic third part, what is the meaning of the great red dragon
having the ability to draw the third part of the stars of heaven? (12:4).
Based upon 1:16, the stars must represent those people who are faithful to Him (reinforced by the use of
HEAVEN in the rest of this chapter as being the symbolic dwelling place of the righteous). The THIRD
PART has reference to the spiritual part of man. Thus Satan, before the birth of the Messiah, had power
to destroy the spiritual part of mankind. This explains why Satan stood before this glorious woman
ready to devour the child when it should be born.
What chapters define the meaning of the dragon’s seven heads and ten horns?
Chapters 13 and 17.
To whom did this woman give birth? (12:5).
She would give birth to a child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. The child was the Son of
God, with power to overcome the devil. Cf., 19:15-16.
Briefly discuss the meaning of the great red dragon seeking to devour the child as soon as he was
born (12:4).
As long as the Law of Moses was in effect, Satan had power to destroy the spiritual part of man, but with
the coming of the Messiah and the His New Law, that power would no longer be Satan’s. Thus, Satan,
the great red dragon, would want to devour the child.
Where did the woman flee under the protection of God? (12:6).
The woman fled into the wilderness.
What is the symbolic meaning of the wilderness? (12:6).
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10.

11.

12.
13.

14.

15.
16.
17.

The wilderness matches up with the 40-years of wilderness wanderings of the children of Israel. Verse 6
is a description of the church entering into that PERIOD OF TIME comparable to the wanderings of the
children of Israel in the Old Testament. During this time, the church will dwell in a world of sin. It will
be attacked from every side by the forces of evil. The major difference in these times is that we are now
in a spiritual kingdom rather than a physical kingdom. The physical kingdom of the Old Testament was
a likeness of the spiritual kingdom which was established by Christ (Hebrews 10:1). The church
wanders today in despair and dissatisfaction, yet longing and hoping for the second coming of Christ
(Hebrews 10:1). The church wanders today in despair and dissatisfaction, yet longing and hoping for
the 2nd Coming of Christ when he will take us out of this present world to our promised land of
HEAVEN.
Discuss the symbolic meaning of the thousand two hundred and threescore days (12:6)
1260 is another form of the number 3 ½. The same as time (1), times (2), and half a time ( ½ ), which
equals 3 ½ . It is used to describe a time of despair, dissatisfaction, or longing. It is a figurative way of
describing a period of time. The period of time is the entire gospel age and is not to be understood as a
literal number!
Discuss the overall meaning of the first six verses of this chapter.
Just as Israel wandered in the wilderness and suffered the hardships of this physical world, the church is
living in the spiritual wilderness of sin in the world today. We are constantly fighting battles against
sin, just as they fought literal battles of warfare against their physical enemies. After the Law of Moses
was given on Mount Sinai, the children of Israel wandered for 40 years as they awaited entrance into
their promised land. Christ gave His law on spiritual Mount Zion and those who obey that law
(Christians) begin a period of wanderings in a world of sin awaiting their promised land of Heaven.
The time of this period of wandering is symbolically described in chapter 20 as 1000 years. In 12:5,
Christ takes His place on the throne beside the Father, and inverse 6, the glorious woman (church) flees
into the wilderness where she is nourished by God. Another parallel which may be drawn from this is
the feeding of God’s children. In the wilderness they were nourished on literal manna. Today the
church is nourished on spiritual manna which is the Word of the Lord (cf., John 6:31-35).
What are the two forces which fight the war in heaven? (12:7).
Michael and his angels and the dragon and his angels.
What happened to the dragon as a result of the war? (12:9).
He was cast out into the earth. The EARTH is used to symbolize the dwelling place of the devil and his
followers, in contrast to HEAVEN, which symbolizes the church, or the dwelling place of Jesus and His
followers.
Discuss the following results of the devil being cast out of heaven (12:10):
1) Now is come salvation when Christ died on the cross. There was no actual salvation from sin until
Christ died on the cross as the Perfect Sacrifice.
2) Now is come strength strength to defeat Satan is now possible.
3) Now is come the kingdom Although the church was not established until the Day of Pentecost, the
old law was fulfilled when Christ died. It came to an end (Colossians 2:14). The testament or
will of our Lord went into effect when he died. The terms of that will were not “read” until the
Day of Pentecost (cf., Hebrews 9:15-17).
4) Now is come the power of Christ Cf., Romans 1:4. POWER came at the resurrection of Christ.
When did all of these things occur? At the time of the resurrection of Christ.
From the information above, when was the devil cast out of heaven?
When Christ was raised from the dead.
What must be the meaning of the war in heaven? In what period of time was it occurring?
We should not think of this war as an isolated event. It is obvious that the dragon, or devil, was defeated
in this war when Jesus died for our sins, but this war had been in progress since the time of Adam and
Eve disobeyed God and sinned. Since that time, the devil had contended with God for the souls of man
and was in control as long as there was no forgiveness of sins. When Christ died, He won that war, cast
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18.

19.

20.
21.

22.

23.
24.
25.
26.
27.

28.

29.

the devil out of heaven, and allowed him to have spiritual control of only those who are disobedient to
God’s law. Their dwelling place is represented as EARTH.
How did the devil deceive the whole world? (12:9).
UNTIL Christ made the sacrifice for our sins, the devil had the ability to deceive the whole world
because forgiveness of sins was not available at that time.
How did the devil accuse the brethren, before God, day and night? (12:10).
DAY AND NIGHT simply means that the process was a continual one. He was able constantly to accuse
God’s people of sin until they received forgiveness.
The devil was cast out of heaven to what place? (12:9, 12).
THE EARTH.
What must be the symbolic meaning of the following?
1) Earth and sea The earth and sea represent the dwelling place of those who are living in sin
(Ephesians 1:3, 20; 2:6). Christians are told to rejoice because they are dwelling in the spiritual
heavenly place where the devil has no control over them.
2) Heaven Heaven is symbolic of the spiritual dwelling place of Christians—THE CHURCH.
What does it mean for the devil to be cast out of heaven and down to the earth? (12:9, 12).
The ONLY people the devil can control are those who are sinful in the sight of God. We must emphasize
that this does not mean the devil cannot tempt God’s people, because he can. it means that he has no
power over them as long as they remain faithful.
What is the symbolic dwelling place of the devil and his followers? (12:12).
The earth and sea.
What is the symbolic dwelling place of Christians? (12:12).
Heaven.
How do we overcome the devil? (12:11).
By the blood of the Lamb.
What did the devil do when he saw he was cast out into the earth? (12:13).
He persecuted the woman which brought forth the man child.
How does God nourish the church today? (12:14).
This verse pictures the church as fleeing into the wilderness, which is a place prepared by God, where
He will feed and protect His people. The woman was given TWO WINGS OF A GREAT EAGLE, to fly
into the wilderness. This indicates God protects His people and has made a way for them to escape the
temptations of the devil. In Exodus 9:4, God uses this same type of symbolism to describe how He
delivered the children of Israel from the hands of the Egyptians. This same situation applies to us today
in the spiritual kingdom. God provides us a place of protection from the devil by making available the
forgiveness of sins, and He nourishes us through His Word.
What is the symbolic meaning of the devil casting out a flood to carry the woman away? (12:15).
In 22:1, 17, the Word of God (the gospel) is referred to as the WATER OF LIFE proceeding out of the
throne of God. Therefore, water out of the mouth of Satan would symbolize all manners of false
teachings, lyings, and deceit which he and his followers use to attack and, if it were possible, to destroy
the church.
Discuss how the earth helps the woman. (12:16).
Brother Woodruff adm its that it is hard to say exactly how this happens. Most likely, it means that there
are people who are not members of the Lord’s church, yet actually oppose many of the ways of the devil.
If we look at the world today, we can observe this very situation. Many who believe in Jesus teach
others about Him and vigorously oppose the ways of Satan, but they are not members of the Lord’s
church because they have not rendered complete obedience to His will. They have been deceived into
believing that partial obedience is acceptable. These people actually make it easier for the true church
to exist. If the world were completely void of any spirituality, other than those who are members of the
church, it would be difficult for the church to exist at all because of the unrestrained evil which would
prevail. … Those people who are spiritually-minded, yet not members of the Lord’s church, actually
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30.
31.

serve a purpose here on earth by creating a situation which will enable the true church to exist. In this
manner they assist the woman by swallowing up the flood cast out by the devil.
Against whom is the devil making war today? (12:17).
The remnant of the seed of the woman.
Who are the seed of the woman? (12:17).
The REMNANT OF HER SEED is defined as those who keep the commandments of God which must be
Christians. They are referred to as the remainder of her seed because Jesus was the first Seed she
brought forth (cf., vv., 2, 5). Galatians 3:16 describes Christ as the seed (singular) of Abraham, and
Galatians 3:29 describes those who are IN CHRIST (Christians) as being the seed of Abraham.
Therefore, the promise God made to Abraham that all nations would be blessed through him was
fulfilled by his seed, which is Christ. As Christians we are the remnant of that seed because we keep the
commandments of God.

SOLUTION TO
CROSSWORD PUZZLE
Across: (1) Angels, 9; (3)
Eagle, 14; (8) Clothed, 1; (9)
Flood, 15; (10) Stars, 1; (12)
Delivered, 4; (14) Dragon, 3,
4, 7, 9, 13, 16, 17).
Down: (2) Seven, 3; (4)
Accuser, 10; (5) Earth, 16;
(6) Wilderness, 6; (7)
Wonder, 1, 3; (11) Night, 10;
(13) Red, 3.
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Questions Based on LW’s End of Chapter 12 Questions
True/False
01. _____ The WHEN of the power of Christ is answered at Romans 1:4.
02. _____ Blood of the Lamb is needed in order to overcome the devil.
03. _____ The remnant mentioned in this chapter refers to Israelites.
04. _____ The dragon’s seven heads and ten horns are defined in chapter 12.
05. _____ The great red dragon is Satan.
Fill in the Blanks
06.

The glorious woman of this chapter represents the ____________ system of religion, the _________
_________, which was used to prepare the people for the coming of the _____________, and also, the
____________.

07.

The symbolic dwelling place of the devil and his followers is the ___________ and the _________.

08.

When Christ died, He won the “war,” cast the devil out of heaven, and allowed him to have spiritual
control of only those who are _________________ to ___________ ________.

09.

__________ is another form of the number 3 ½ .

10.

Verse 6 is a description of the church entering into that PERIOD OF TIME comparable to the
________________ of the ______________ of ____________ in the Old Testament.

Place the symbol in the space next to its description:
11.

_________________________ There was no actual salvation from sin until Christ died on the cross as
the Perfect Sacrifice for sin.

12.

_________________________ all manners of false teachings, lyings, and deceit.

13.

_________________________ ability to give spiritual light unto the world.

14.

_________________________ Where the woman fled under protection of God.

15.

_________________________ Happened when Christ was raised from the dead.

Each Question is worth 7 Points
My Score is: ________
Answers will be found on next week’s handout
ANSWERS to Revelation 11 Questions… 01—True (18); 02—True (2); 03—False (8); 04—False (46); 05—True (9-10); 06—h (1); 07—e (4-6); 08—j (11); 09—b (13); 10—I (14-17); 11—1260 (3);
12—3 ½ (9); 13—woe, woe (14); 14—24 (16); 15—six (19).
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III.

Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can find
them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the
good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

ACCUSER
CHILD
DEVIL
FOUGHT
MOUTH
TESTIMONY

ANGELS
CHRIST
DRAGON
GREAT
PLACE
THERE
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APPEARED
COME
EARTH
HAVING
SERPENT
TIME

BROUGHT
CROWN
FLOOD
HEAD
SEVEN
WILDERNESS

CAST
DELIVERED
FORTH
HEAVEN
STARS
WOMAN
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IV.

Crossword Puzzle.

Revelation 12 (KJV)
1

2

3

6

4

5

7
8

9

10
11
12

13

14

ACROSS
01) Satan’s ____ were cast out with him
03) Woman was given two wings of a
great ____
08) ____ with the sun
09) A ____ is mentioned, but NOT Noah’s
10) There were twelve of these
12) Dragon stood before the woman who
was ready to be...
14) Appears eight times in chapter 12
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DOWN
02) Dragon had this many heads
04) ____ of our brethren was cast down
05) Opened her mouth
06) Where the woman fled
07) Two of these appeared in heaven
11) Brethren accused day and ____
13) Color of the dragon
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Link to Lonnie Woodruff’s Revelation for Christians Today, online:
http://www.abiblecommentary.com/howtounderstandthebookofrevelation.htm

A Study of Revelation 13
Questions on Chapter 13,
Revelation for Christians Today, by Lonnie Woodruff--page 235-37… Answers by DRL.
Questions on 13:1-10
01.

What is the symbolic meaning of the “beast”? (Daniel 7)
KING or, more specifically, KINGDOM. Daniel 7:23 defines this fourth beast as the fourth kingdom
upon the earth (i.e., fourth from Babylonian). BEAST is a symbolic term used to represent governmental
forces which rule in this world.

02.

Define the sea (13:2). Also see 8:8.
Probably represents the masses of people dwelling upon the earth as explained in 12:16.

03.

What does it mean for a beast to arise out of the sea? (13:1).
It describes the governmental powers of the world which RISE UP to control the people of the world.

04.

How many heads did this beast have? (13:1).
Seven.

05.

How many horns did this beast have? (13:1).
Ten.

06.

What do the heads represent? (13:1).
Civil governments that control the world.

07.

Describe this beast out of the sea, and give the meaning of each description (13:2).
It was like a combination of leopard, bear, and lion: thus these governments possess great powers of
destruction. The power came from the DRAGON or SATAN. According to 12:17, the dragon/devil has
gone out to MAKE WAR against the church.

08.

Who gives this beast his powers? (13:2).
Satan

09.

What does the killing of one head and then returning to life represent? (13:3).
Surely it DOES NOT mean that the heads of the beast represent any one person or king. If so, one of
them would have had to be raised from the dead! Rather, the meaning of the symbolism lies in the fact
that the Roman Empire was DESTROYED and resurrected again in the form of the “Holy Roman
Empire.” The Roman Empire was destroyed in A.D. 476 and came back into existence in the form of the
Holy Roman Empire with the coronation of Charlemagne by Pope Leo III in A.D. 800.
DRL Note: Here is a definition of The Holy Roman Empire from dictionary.com: a Germanic empire
located chiefly in central Europe that began with the coronation of Charlemagne as Roman emperor in a.d. 800 (or, according to
some historians, with the coronation of Otto the Great, king of Germany, in a.d. 962) and ended with the renunciation of the
Roman imperial title by Francis II in 1806, and was regarded theoretically as the continuation of the Western Empire and as the
temporal form of a universal dominion whose spiritual head was the pope.
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10.

How did the world react to the healing of this death wound? (13:3-4).
The world WONDERED after the beast. True, because the vast majority of the world was directly under
its control. Additionally, for a government as strong as the Roman Empire to fall and then rise again
would be a feat the entire world would view with amazement. They worshipped the beast and the
dragon.
The interpretation of this beast as being the Roman Empire REINCARNATED in the form of the Holy
Roman Empire is strengthened by the fact that they worshipped this beast. The Holy Roman Empire
thrived because it existed in conjunction with the apostate church which devised laws for man to follow
in his worship to God. This was totally against God’s will and a PERFECT EXAMPLE of a government
which received its power from the devil. This government possessed great power.

11.

How does this beast deal with God and His people? (13:5-7).
He spoke blasphemies against God and His people and made war with them.

12.

How long does this beast have power to continue? (13:5).
42 months.

13.

What period of time does the forty and two months represent? (13:5).
It represents the entire Gospel Age. 42 is used rather than 1260 or 3 ½ because it indicates a period of
time when God’s people will suffer great hardships or persecutions (i.e., suffer physically}.

14.

Who shall worship this beast? Who will not? (13:8).
Those dwelling on the earth—those whose names are not written in the Lamb’s Book of Life—nonChristians WILL WORSHIP the beast. Christians will not.

15.

What would it mean to worship this beast?
They would obey his laws and be overtaken by his powers. They will hold in high esteem the great
things which he speaks (v. 5), and be a part of his blasphemies against God.

16.

Contrast those who dwell in heaven in verse 6 and those who dwell upon the earth in verse 8.
Those who dwell in heaven are faithful Christians who are in spiritual battle against Satan and his
followers; those who dwell upon the earth are non-Christians who follow Satan and fight against the
faithful.

17.

What is the symbolic dwelling place of these?
a.
Christians--Heaven
b.
Sinners—The Earth

18.

Discuss the meaning of this vision of the beast out of the sea.
This vision is talking about the source of much persecution and hardship for those who wish faithfully to
follow the Lord is civil government. Satan uses them in a powerful way to attack Christianity. It may
seem like these governments have tremendous power, but Christians must keep in mind that God has
greater power and the kingdom to which we owe our loyalty and allegiance will ultimately win in this
spiritual warfare.

19.

What is the concluding thought of this vision? (13:10).
The war or conflict being discussed in this chapter is between the BEAST and CHRISTIANS. The first
CAPTIVITY spoken of refers to being captive to the devil by worshipping the beast. From this we see
that the beast (the civil powers of man), are used by the devil to overcome people spiritually and make
them captives unto himself. The second CAPTIVITY is the eternal punishment of HELL into which
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Satan leads his followers. Those people who lead others into the captivity of the devil by teaching his
sinful ways will eventually themselves be captive in the devil’s hell.
20.

Who leads people into captivity? (13:7, 10).
Followers of Satan who teach his evil ways.

21.

What will be the end of those who lead others into captivity?
Eternity in HELL.

22.

What will be the end of those who take physical life with the sword? (13:10).
Those who kill or persecute Christians on this earth with the physical sword are doomed to an eternity
in hell by the spiritual sword, the GOSPEL.

23.

What is the symbolic meaning of the sword? (Ephesians 6:17).
The Word of God (the gospel).

24.

What sword will be used to kill those who have taken physical life with a physical sword?
The Spiritual Sword of God’s Word.

25.

When will this take place?
Judgment Day.

26.

When will these people who have persecuted and killed others go into captivity?
God may not avenge immediately the blood of saints, but eventually it will come to pass (6:10).

27.

Discuss why the sayings of verse 10 are the patience and faith of the saints.
If we keep the commandments of God, we will finally win that spiritual battle FOREVER! We must be
PATIENT and HAVE FAITH (i.e., be faithful, believe that God will keep His promise).

Questions on 13:11-18
28.

What is the symbolic meaning of the beast? (Daniel 7).
KING or, more specifically, KINGDOM. Verse 23 defines this fourth beast as the fourth kingdom upon
the earth. BEAST is a symbolic term used to represent governmental forces which rule in this world.

29.

The earth is sometimes used as the symbolic dwelling place of what group of people? (12:12;
13:8).
People who practice false religion.

30.

What would it mean to be like a lamb? (13:11).
The use of a LAMB as a symbolic description immediately implies that this is a RELIGIOUS BEAST
because LAMB is often used as a symbol to describe Christ. Here, though, it is LIKE A LAMB—
indicating that it only seemed to be religious, or it appeared to be like Christ.

31.

What is the symbolic meaning of the two horns? (13:11).
In the Old Testament the HORN is used to signify divisions of powers within a kingdom. In Daniel
7:24, ten horns symbolize ten kings which arise in a kingdom. Here, the two horns indicate there are
two divisions of power making up this one beast. The Holy Roman Empire and the Apostate Church,
which eventually became the Roman Catholic Church, joined forces to form a BEAST with a single
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purpose: to rule the world. This beast possesses great strength, both civil and religious, which it uses to
WAR against the people of God.
32.

What does it mean to speak like a dragon? (13:11).
In 12:9 the DRAGON is used as a symbol to describe the devil. The dragon has always been symbolic
of a powerful force capable of destroying even the strongest people. This beast is LIKE THAT. He
speaks with powerful sayings which are from the devil and deceives many people.

33.

Whose powers did this beast out of the earth possess? (13:12).
The FIRST beast. This religious beast (Holy Roman Empire) exercised all the powers of the beast which
received the death wound, but was healed (Roman Empire).

34.

What is represented by the healing of the death wound? (13:12).
Raising to life again the first beast in another form.

35.

What governmental power must this two-horned beast out of the earth represent?
This actually says that by worshipping this religious beast, people were also worshipping the Holy
Roman Empire which was the Roman Empire resurrected.

36.

What did this beast do in order to deceive the people of the world? (13:13-14).
Great Wonders! Miracles! This is a symbolic representation of the powers the religious beast claimed
to possess. We should NOT view these as actual miracles but as great deceptions which the beast used
to control people. The fire from heaven indicates how persuasive these deceptions were. Verse 13 does
not mean that the beast ACTUALLY had the power to bring fire down from heaven, but he did have the
ability to do those things which would deceive men into thinking he could perform such miracles.
Causing fire to come down from heaven brings to mind the great prophet Elijah who DID bring down
fire from heaven by praying to God (1 Kings 18:37-38). This may be the reason this particular
symbolism is used to describe the deceptions of this beast. Elijah WAS A TRUE AND FAITHFUL
PROPHET of God who actually performed this miracle. This beast is A FALSE PROPHET (16:13;
19:20), who deceived many people by working great wonders in their sight.

37.

What does it mean to make an image to anything?
To make an image means to make a representation or COPY of something. Images are used in idol
worship to REPRESENT THE GOD which people are worshipping. Verse 15 says that people were
forced to worship this image of the Roman Empire.

38.

What was the image made to the beast which had a death wound and was healed? (13:14).
This IMAGE was a religious structure set up which patterned itself after the governmental organization
of the Roman Empire. The structure of the Roman Catholic Church is an image of the Roman Empire.
Just as the Emperor was the supreme authority in the Roman civil government, the Pope became the
supreme authority of the Roman Catholic Church. He claimed infallibility here on earth with the
authority to make laws dictating how people should worship God

39.

What powers are represented by the two horns of this beast?
This beast possesses great strength, both CIVIL and RELIGIOUS, which it uses to war against the
people of God.

40.

How did these two powers work together in order to cause people to worship the image? (13:15).
The laws of the land were used to force the subjects of Rome to worship according to the edicts of
Roman Catholicism. History records many accounts of people who were persecuted, tortured, and even
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killed because of their refusal to worship as directed by Rome. The Catholic Church sought out
“heretics” and turned them over to the civil government of Rome for punishment. In this manner, the
civil government of Rome gave life unto the religious beast and caused many to worship the religious
image of that government.
41.

What does it mean to receive a mark in one’s hand or forehead? (13:16).
It means that this person owes all of his works, thoughts, and allegiance to the one whose mark he
wears. In this case, the mark indicated that all men of all walks of life, small and great, rich and poor,
free and bond, were forced to give their allegiance to the Roman Catholic Church.
We must remember that this mark was NOT a literal mark which could actually be seen by others. it is a
figurative way of indicating who one pledges himself to, gives his allegiance to, or worships.
Cf., 14:1-- And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and four thousand, having
his Father's name written in their foreheads. Christians do not have God’s name literally written in their
foreheads, but they do commit their minds and will to Him. They figuratively have God’s name written
in their foreheads. When men render their labors and allegiance to anything, they figuratively wear that
mark in their right hand and forehead.

42.

What were the people who wore these marks allowed to do? (13:17).
When a person worshipped according to the directions of the beast, he could BUY AND SELL without
fear of reprisal from the religious or civil authorities.

43.

Discuss the meaning of the beast out of the earth.
This beast COMING OUT OF THE EARTH presents the idea that the beast is born out of those people
who practice false religion. Of all the interpretations which have been proposed as the meaning of this
beast, none fit so precisely as does the apostate church which grew into the system of Roman
Catholicism.

44.

How does this beast out of the earth relate to the beast out of the sea?
It is very much like it; similar, the image or copy of it.

45.

Discuss how the two powers of this beast worked together to rule the world.
The second beast worked hand in hand with the civil powers of the Holy Roman Empire to rule the
world. This beast hurled the world into the DARK AGES when only “priests” were allowed to read the
Bible and all men were forced to give their allegiance to the beast in both physical and spiritual matters.

46.

What is the number of this beast? (13:18).
666

47.

How are numbers used in the book of Revelation?
As SYMBOLS—descriptive!

48.

What period of time do the sixth seal, the sixth trumpet, and the sixth plague describe?
They bring us to the time of the 2nd Coming, or the END OF ALL THINGS.

49.

What does the number “666” describe about the beast? (13:18).
His DESTINY. The number 666 figuratively shows that this beast will be completely destroyed upon
Christ’s 2nd Coming. They physical powers of this beast will come to an end. There will be no powers
in existence except God’s. The spiritual nature of this beast will also be destroyed. The ONLY PEOPLE
who have any SPIRITUAL HOPE at this time will be those who have trusted in Christ, NOT THE
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BEAST! This beast will be brought before God in a very sorrowful state to receive its judgment and the
final plagues of God. This beast will be totally destroyed as described by the number 666.
50.

How would this number also be the number of a man? (13:18).
It will be the number of ANY MAN who puts his trust in something other than God.

51.

Discuss the fate of the beast and any man who worships it.
They will be TOTALLY DESTROYED.

52.

Does this beast exist in the world today?
Yes.
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Questions Based on LW’s End of Chapter 13 Questions
True/False
01. _____ Brother Woodruff discovers the symbolic meaning of BEAST from Moses’ writings.
02. _____ The symbolic dwelling place of sinners is the earth.
03. _____ Chapter 13 helps us to see that Satan sometimes uses civil government to attack Christianity.
04. _____ LIKE A LAMB (11) indicates this second beast only appeared to be like Christ.
05. _____ Powers suggested by the TWO HORNS are civil and religious.
Fill in the Blanks
06.

The number 666 describes the _____________ of the beast, which is that it will be _______________
upon Christ’s ____________ ____________.

07.

The Holy Roman Empire began with the coronation with _________________ as ___________
_______________ in A.D. 800.

08.

The ones who will worship the beast are the ones whose names are _______ _____________ in the
____________ __________ of life.

09.

If we keep the __________________ of God, we will finally win the great spiritual battle
_____________.

10.

The second beast speaks with ______________ sayings which are from ________ ___________ and
_____________ many people.

Place the symbol in the space next to its description:
11.

_________________________ Civil and religious power.

12.

_________________________ Describes the destiny of the second beast.

13.

_________________________ Make a representation or COPY of something.

14.

_________________________ Ephesians 6:17

15.

_________________________ The masses of people dwelling upon the earth (cf., 12:16).

Answers to Revelation 12 Questions: [(01) True, 14.4; (02) True, 25; (03) False, 31; (04) False, 5; (05) True,
3; (06) Jewish, Old, Law, Messiah, church, 2; (07) earth, sea, 23; (08) disobedient, God’s, law, 17; (09) 1260,
10; (10) wanderings, children, Israel, 9; (11) Now is come salvation, 14.1; (12) The devil casting out a flood,
28; (13) Clothed with the sun, 01; (14) Wilderness, 8; (15) Devil cast out of heaven, 16].
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Revelation 13 (KJV)
1

2

3
4

6

5

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

ACROSS
04) The first beast had ten of them.
07) The beast’s number: six hundred
____ and six.
08) The ____ and the faith of the saints.
11) In order to ____ you need the mark.
12) The second beast spoke like one.
13) Only book mentioned is the one of
____.
14) 42 of them.
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DOWN
01) The first beast had ____ as the ____
of a bear.
02) The first beast had this name on his
head.
03) Found seven times in this chapter.
05) First beast had this many heads.
06) Animals mentioned: ____, bear, and
lion.
09) A gift from the dragon to the first
beast.
10) Happened to one of the first beast’s
heads.
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BEAST
DWELL
GREAT
IMAGE
NUMBER
SWORD

BLASPHEMY
EARTH
HEADS
LIKE
POWER
WONDERS
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SAYING
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NAME
SPEAK
WOUND
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Link to Lonnie Woodruff’s Revelation for Christians Today, online:
http://www.abiblecommentary.com/howtounderstandthebookofrevelation.htm

A Study of Revelation 14
Questions on Chapter 14,
Revelation for Christians Today, by Lonnie Woodruff--page 254-55 [Answers by DRL]…
Questions on 14:1-20
01.

Give the descriptive meaning of the numbers “12” and “1000.”
The number TWELVE is used to represent organized religion. The number ONE THOUSAND stands
for completeness [p. 118].

02.

Using the above definitions, give the descriptive meaning of the number “144,000.”
According to 7:5-8, 12,000 were sealed from each of 12 tribes. If we multiply 12,000 by 12 for the
number of tribes, the product is 144,000. This represents all the saved of all ages—or COMPLETE
ORGANIZED RELIGION or ALL OF THE FAITHFUL ONES OF ALL AGES [p. 119].

03.

What name did the 144,000 wear in their foreheads? (14:1).
The name of the Father of the Lamb. God’s name.

04.

Who are the 144,000? (14:3-4).
The REDEEMED FROM THE EARTH (v. 3); those NOT DEFILED WITH WOMEN (v. 4); THEY
WHICH FOLLOW THE LAMB (v. 4); FIRSTFRUITS unto God and to the Lamb (v. 4).

05.

Compare the giving of the Law of Moses on Mount Sinai with the description of the giving of the
Law of Christ on Mount Zion (14:1).
Micah 4:2 says, “For the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” Christ
is pictured here as giving His law on Mount Zion. Because Christ gave His law on Mount Zion, or His
Word went forth from Jerusalem, it became possible for the 144,000 to be redeemed to God. Hebrews
12:22 says, we are “come unto Mount Sion.” Therefore, when one obeys the gospel, he comes to Mount
Sion and becomes a part of the 144,000. [p. 240].

06.

Give the symbolic meaning of the following:
a.
Lamb--Jesus
b.

Mount Sion--Jerusalem

c.

144,000—All of the faithful ones.

07.

Who are the harpers harping with their harps? (14:2).
This must have been the VOICES OF THE 144,000 because verse 3 says they were singing a song which
no man could learn except the 144,000.

08.

What do the harps represent?
Harps are used to represent and describe the voices of Christians.

09.

Why was the song they were singing called a NEW song? (14:3).
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Before Christ figuratively stood on Mount Zion giving His life as an atonement for man’s sins and
bringing in the New Law, which was the gospel, there was NO SALVATION. Man could not sing the
song of salvation before Christ died on the cross. It is also a NEW SONG in the sense that when a
sinner becomes a Christian, he/she has a new song to sing.
10.

Why could no one learn that song except the 144,000? (14:3).
The ASV translates the last phrase as, “even they that had been purchased out of the earth.” Acts
20:28 admonishes elders to “feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.”
When Christ died, He purchased salvation for ALL THOSE WHO ARE OBEDIENT TO HIS WILL and
become members of the church. The new song was only for those who were the REDEEMED FROM
THE EARTH!

11.

Why are the 144,000 described as virgins? (14:4).
This must refer to spiritual virginity, for we know that God has sanctioned the marriage relationship,
which would eliminate the possibility of this meaning physical virginity. To be a spiritual virgin would
mean that ONE HAS REMAINED TRUE TO GOD. He has not committed spiritual adultery by
forsaking the true God to follow other gods. In James 4:4, James calls those Christians who would be a
FRIEND OF THE WORLD adulterers and adulteresses. To forsake God to become a friend of the
world is to commit spiritual adultery. The 144,000 are spiritual virgins or Christian who remain
faithful to God.

12.

What does it mean to stand without fault before the throne of God? (14:5). Compare 7:15.
ASV translates this as WITHOUT BLEMISH. This symbolism is similar to that of 3:4 which says that
there were some in the church at Sardis “which have not defiled their garments.” To be without
blemish means to keep our garments white by remaining faithful to Christ and being continually
cleansed from our sins by His blood. The 144,000 are Christians who are continually faithful to Christ,
thereby keeping their garments white.

13.

What must all people do who wish to become a part of the 144,000? (14:6).
HEAR the gospel.

14.

What will be the end of the great city of Babylon? (14:8).
It will fall! The point of verse 8 is that Babylon will fall and those who become residents of Babylon by
committing spiritual fornication will have no hope.

15.

What does the great city of Babylon represent? (17:18, 5, 1).
Babylon represents all those who seek to worship God by following man’s laws instead of God’s. The
Great Whore (17:1); Mother of Harlots and Abominations of the world (17:5); Reigns over the Kings of
the Earth (17:18).

16.

What will happen to all those who worship the beast and his image? (14:9-11).
They will drink of the wine of the wrath of God, poured out without mixture into the cup of His
indignation—they will be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the Lamb. Worshipping
the beast means to worship anything other than the true God. 13:8 tells us that all who dwell upon the
earth, except Christians, will worship the beast. Thus, anyone who worships anything other than the
true God will be subject to the wrath of God. The warning given here should be sufficient to cause man
to desire to avoid the wrath of God in the only way possible—BY BEING OBEDIENT TO HIS WILL.

17.

Who sits upon a white cloud with a sharp sickle in his hand? (14:14).
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This must have been Jesus sitting upon the cloud, even though the phrase LIKE UNTO is used. This
same language is used in 1:13 as John saw ONE LIKE UNTO THE SON OF MAN. From the
description given there, we know that Jesus was the one being described. … Jesus was taken up in a
white cloud and the apostles were told that He would return in the same manner (Acts 1:9-11). This
cloud was WHITE to represent the holiness and righteousness of Jesus.
18.

What does the sharp sickle represent? (14:14-16).
It represents that He has the power and authority to execute the judgment which is about to take place.

19.

What does this reaping represent? (14:15-16).
This indicates that the time is right for Jesus to claim the redeemed. Just as grain is harvested when it
has matured, the redeemed of this earth will be harvested when it is fully matured. Exactly what this
means or when this will happen, man has not way of knowing, but it is possible that verse 15 means that
Jesus will come the second this earth has yielded all the righteous saints it will ever produce. At that
time, the harvest will be ripe.

20.

Who is instructed to gather the clusters of the vine of the earth? (14:17-18).
Another angel with a sharp sickle.

21.

What does this gathering of the vine of the earth represent? (14:19).
At the end of time, the unjust will be gathered together to receive their punishment.

22.

Why did the instructions to gather the vine of the earth come from the angel out of the altar?
(14:18).
At 6:9-11 (5th Seal) Christians under the ALTAR are asking the Lord HOW LONG it will be before He
will avenge their blood on those who persecuted them. 14:18 is the beginning of the answer to that
prayer. The angel who has the control over the fire is the one who gives the command to gather the
clusters of the vine.

23.

What will be the end of those who are among the vine of the earth? 914:19-20).
The vine of the earth, or ALL SINNERS, will be gathered together on that last day. They will then find
themselves committed to a place of eternal punishment because the wrath of God will wax strong
against them. This eternal punishment is pictured as being like a great winepress.

24.

What does it mean to be trodden without the city? (14:20).
Most likely, this is a reference to the fact that Jesus was crucified WITHOUT THE GATE (Hebrews
13:12). Just as Jesus suffered outside the city of God under the Law of Moses, these people will suffer
outside the spiritual city of God, which is the church. The church will live eternally in heaven while
those outside it will be punished forever.

25.

Discuss the two pictures of the end of time as given in verses 13 through 20.
Verses 13-16 picture the gathering of the righteous to be taken HOME to heaven. Here they will have
their REST (v. 13). Verses 17-20 tell about the gathering of the wicked. They will be punished with
everlasting punishment which is described in verse 20.
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Questions Based on LW’s End of Chapter 14 Questions
True/False
01. _____ John is the one sitting upon a WHITE CLOUD in this chapter.
02. _____ Verses 13-20 describe the TWO ultimate destinies of mankind.
03. _____ Mount Sion/Zion equals Jerusalem.
04. _____ Seeking to worship God by following man’s laws is pictured here as BABYLON.
05. _____ VIRGINS is used in its literal sense in chapter 14.
Fill in the Blanks
06.

The gathering of “the vine of the earth” represents the ____________ being gathered together to receive
________________.

07.

_____________ 13:___ tells about ___________ suffering WITHOUT THE GATE.

08.

The name of the ____________ of the _________ is the name worn by the 144,000.

09.

The 144,000 were _____________ a ________ _________.

10.

There is only one way to avoid the wrath of God: be ______________ to _______ _________.

Place the symbol in the space next to its description:
11.

_________________________ Power and authority to execute judgment.

12.

_________________________ Eternal punishment.

13.

_________________________ Organized religion.

14.

_________________________ Voices of Christians.

15.

_________________________ Being without blemish (3:4).

Answers to Revelation 13 Questions: [(01) False, 1; (02) True, 17; (03) True, 18; (04) True, 30; (05) True, 39;
(06) Destiny, Destroyed, Second, Coming, 49; (07) Charlemagne, Roman, Emperor, 9; (08) not, written,
Lamb’s Book, 14; (09) commandments, forever, 27; (10) powerful, the devil, deceive, 32; (11) Two Horns of
2nd Beast, 39; (12) 666, 49; (13) Make an Image to the Beast, 37; (14) The Sword, 23; (15) The Sea, 2].
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ANGEL
EARTH
GATHER
HEAVEN
NAME
SICKLE
WINEPRESS

ANOTHER
FOLLOW
GREAT
HUNDRED
NATION
THOUSAND
WORSHIP
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BEAST
FOREHEAD
HARPS
LAMB
REAP
THRUST
WRATH

CAME
FORTY
HAVING
LOOKED
SAYING
TORMENT

CLOUD
FOUR
HEARD
LOUD
SHARP
VOICE
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Revelation 14 (KJV)
1

2

4

3
5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

ACROSS
04) A kind of crown.
06) A descriptive cup.
08) Fear God and give glory was spoken
with a ____ voice.
09) Is fallen, is fallen.
10) ____of the wrath of God.
13) This S-word is found 7 times in this
chapter.
14) The 144,000 were ____ from the
earth.
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DOWN
01) The smoke of their ____ ascends
forever.
02) It was a new one.
03) God made earth, sea, and the ____
of waters.
05) Thrust in thy sickle and ____.
07) 144,000 had the Lamb’s Father’s
name here.
11) Having the everlasting gospel to
____.
12) Smoke of their torment ascends for
____ and ____.
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Link to Lonnie Woodruff’s Revelation for Christians Today, online:
http://www.abiblecommentary.com/howtounderstandthebookofrevelation.htm

A Study of Revelation 15
Questions on Chapter 15,
01.

02.

03.
04.

05.

06.

07.
08.

09.

10.

Revelation for Christians Today, by Lonnie Woodruff--page 266 [Answers, by DRL]…
How do the seven last plagues relate to the plagues God sent against Egypt through Moses?
The connection between these last plagues and the Ten Plagues of Moses is that the Ten Plagues of
Moses are a TYPE or LIKENESS to the Seven Last plagues. The Ten Plagues of Moses were physical
plagues which affected the people of Egypt, who held God’s people in bondage, but the Seven Last
Plagues are spiritual plagues which affect those people who oppose God today.
Who controls these seven last plagues? (11:6).
When speaking of THE TWO WITNESSES (11:6), which represent Christians, the text says, “These have
power … to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as they will.” Thus, it is CHRISTIANS who have
the power to smite the earth with plagues.
What do these seven last plagues contain? (15:1).
The wrath of God.
Who are those who stand on the sea of glass having the harps of God? (15:2). Compare 15:2 and
4:6.
13:8 says that everyone would worship this beast “whose names are not written in the book of life.”
Therefore, those who do not worship the beast are those whose names ARE written in the book of life—
Christians. This, in turn, means that the people standing on this fiery sea, who had gotten the victory
over the beast, are Christians.
What does the fire represent? (15:2).
SEA OF GLASS MINGLED WITH FIRE—in 4:6, there is a description of God’s throne with a SEA OF
GLASS before it. To stand before the throne of God would symbolically mean we are in a covenant
relationship with Him (7:15). But THIS sea of glass is mingled with fire. FIRE is used symbolically to
represent the many TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS a Christian must suffer as he strives to live a
Christian life.
Discuss the possible symbolic meaning of the sea of glass mingled with fire (15:2).
We are taught here that it is not easy to be a Christian. We must constantly endure the trials of this life
if we are to stand before God’s throne as a Christian. Cf., Acts 14:22.
Who are those who have gotten the victory over the beast? (15:2).
Christians
Why do these people have the ability to sing the song of Moses and the Lamb? (15:3).
God’s people sing praises to Him because He has provided a way in which man may receive forgiveness
of his sins. Man obtains forgiveness by being obedient to the law which God has given him to follow.
The law of Christ now provides a way for us to have victory over the beast, his mark, and the number of
his name, and we must give God praise for this! To sing the Song of the Lamb indicates that we belong
to Him and follow in His ways.
When did all nations come before God to worship Him? (15:4).
SHALL COME, it is future—on Judgment Day ALL will recognize God. BUT, there is a sense in which
it happened(s) when people of all nations obey the gospel and are added to the church. No longer is
God’s Law only given to a single nation, the Jews, but rather it is for all nations everywhere.
Discuss the difference between those who were subject to the Law of Moses and those who are
subject to the Law of Christ.
The purpose of the song Christians sing in this vision is to show that in order to be obedient to God, we
must follow the instructions He has given in His Word. God’s followers between the time of Moses and
Christ were under the Law of Moses. They sang the Song of Moses. When Christ came, all nations
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11.
12.

13.
14.

15.

were put under one law, the gospel. Today, we sing the Song of the Lamb. All people of all nations
must obey the gospel because it is the judgment of God.
When were the judgments of God made manifest? (15:4; John 12:48-50).
When the gospel began to be preached.
What is the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony? (15:5).
The TEMPLE OF THE TABERNACLE OF THE TESTIMONY is a likeness to the ancient tabernacle
which the children of Israel carried with them in the wilderness. According to Exodus 25:8-9, this was
where God dwelt among His people. This tabernacle of the testimony in heaven is the dwelling place of
God in heaven. This is designed to show that these plagues which we are about to see come directly
from God.
What does the white linen the angel wore represent? (15:6).
In 19:8, WHITE LINEN is defined as the “righteousness of saints.”
What do the golden girdles represent? (15:6).
Ephesians 6:14 contains symbolic language as it admonishes Christians to STAND THEREFORE,
HAVING YOUR LOINS GIRT ABOUT WITH TRUTH. Also, in the description of Jesus in 1:13, He is
wearing a golden girdle. The golden girdles which the angels are wearing stand for truth. The truth
comes from God, and Christians must be girded with that truth at all times. This is how the seven
plagues of God are poured out upon the earth—by Christians who teach God’s Word.
Who gave the angels the vials of wrath? (15:7).
These golden vials are given to the seven angels by one of the four beasts. This is a reference to the
FOUR LIVING CREATURES described in 4:6-8. These four living creatures were also responsible for
introducing each of the first four seals of chapter 6.

16.

When will man be able to enter into the dwelling place of God? (15:8).
Man will be able to enter into the dwelling place of God when the seven plagues of the seven angels are
fulfilled--When all things of this earth have been ended.
17.
Since these seven last plagues must be completed before any man can enter into the dwelling place
of God, when must these plagues take place?
They take place some time before Judgment Day. They will affect man until the time of judgment when
God will take His children home to live with Him eternally.
18.
Discuss how Christians pour out the seven last plagues upon the world today.
The ONLY thing Christians possess today which they can use to smite the earth is the Word of God. How can
the Word of God be a plague? It is a plague to those who disregard its teachings and are not willing to accept
or even hear it. If one is living in the pleasures of sin, with no intention or desire to turn from that type of life,
he surely will not want to hear a message which says his end will be eternal destruction. Thus, it becomes a
plague to him.
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GOLDEN
HEAVEN
MARK
NUMBER
SIGN
VICTORY

EVER
GOTTEN
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MARVELLOUS
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LAMB
MINGLED
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Questions Based on LW’s End of Chapter 15 Questions
True/False
01. _____ Christians can be victorious over the beast.
02. _____ Jesus is pictured as wearing a golden girdle.
03. _____ The plagues begin on the Day of Judgment.
04. _____ These last plagues contain the wrath of God.
05. _____ To certain ones, the Word of God is a plague.
Fill in the Blanks
06.

The Seven Last Plagues are _______________, which affect those people who ____________
________ today.

07.

We must constantly endure the ____________ of this _________ if we are to stand before God’s throne
as a _______________.

08.

All people of all nations must __________ the ____________ because it is the judgment of God.

09.

The golden vials are given to the seven angels by one of the __________ ____________.

10.

The __________ thing Christians possess today which they can use to smite the earth is the __________
of _________.

Place the symbol in the space next to its description:
11.

_________________________ The righteousness of saints.

12.

_________________________ We belong to Christ and follow His ways.

13.

_________________________ Trials and tribulations a Christian must suffer.

14.

_________________________ Truth.

15.

_________________________ Spiritual plagues affecting those who oppose God today.

Answers to Revelation 14 Questions: [(01) False, 17; (02) True, 25; (03) True, 66; (04) True, 15; (05) False,
11; (06) unjust, punishment, 21; (07) Hebrews, 12, Jesus, 24; (08) Father, Lamb, 3; (09) singing, new, song, 9;
(10) obedient, His, will, 18; (11) Sharp Sickle, 18; (12) Great Winepress, 23; (13) Twelve, 1; (14) Harps, 8; (15)
Standing without Fault, 12].
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Revelation 15
1
2

3

4

5
6
7

8

9
10
11
12
13
14

ACROSS
02) Where the temple of the tabernacle of
the testimony was.
05) The ____ of the testimony in heaven
was opened.
07) ____ and true are thy ways.
09) Garment made out of gold.
10) Color of the angels’ clothing.
13) Great and ____ are thy works.
14) One of Moses and one of the Lamb.
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DOWN
01) Found 8x in this chapter.
03) Full of the wrath of God.
04) Can’t enter temple till 7 Plagues are
____.
06) Thy ____ are made manifest.
08) This chapter talks about the 7 last
ones.
11) John saw another ____ in heaven.
12) A sea of it.
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A Study of Revelation 16
Questions on Chapter 16,
Revelation for Christians Today, by Lonnie Woodruff--page 288-89 [Answers from DRL]…
01.

Upon what were the seven angels instructed to pour their vials of wrath? (16:1).
The earth.

02.

The earth is sometimes used to represent the dwelling place of what group of people? (12:12).
Those who are living in sin, IN CONTRAST TO the heavenly places of the righteous. IN CHRIST, i.e.,
IN THE CHURCH is to be in heavenly places.
Ephesians 1:3--Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in
heavenly places in Christ.
Ephesians 1:20--Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the
heavenly places.
Ephesians 2:6--And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.

03.

From the above information, who do these plagues affect?
People or forces which oppose God.

04.

Upon what did the first angel pour his vial of wrath? (16:2).
The earth.

05.

What does the fire represent? (15:2).
FIRE is used symbolically to represent the many trials and tribulations a Christian must suffer as he
strives to live a Christian life.

06.

What happened to those people?
A noisome and grievous sore fell upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which
worshipped his image.

07.

What does the noisome and grievous sore represent?
The noisome and grievous sores are symbolic of the pains and anguishes which sin will cause man to
suffer while on earth. Many people get so tangled up in the ways of sin that they completely destroy
their lives. They can see no way to escape and end up taking their own lives. Many others become
physically sick because of the practice of sin. Problems such as venereal diseases and AIDS are largely
caused and spread by the practice of sin. People with these types of mental and physical anguishes are
“plagued” by sin and their own unwillingness to follow the ways of God.

08.

Upon what did the second angel pour his vial of wrath? (16:3).
Upon the sea and it became as the blood of a dead man, and every living soul died in the sea.

09.

Who does the sea represent? (16:3). Also see 8:8.
The masses of people on this earth (p. 140). Revelation 17:15-- And he saith unto me, The waters which thou
sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.
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10.

What happened to those people? (16:3).
The contents became as the blood of a dead man and every living soul died in the sea.

11.

What does this second plague symbolize?
The sea becomes as the blood of a dead man, which means that those who do not believe in God are
spiritually dead. To be without God in this life is to be spiritually dead and also without hope of life in
the eternity to come. The spiritually dead of the earth will undergo the second death (21:8), which is
eternal destruction. They are as dead men.

12.

Upon what did the third angel pour his vial of wrath? (16:4).
Rivers and fountains of waters.

13.

Who do the rivers and fountains of waters represent?
Verse 6 indicates these rivers have the ability to DRINK, which shows they symbolically represent
CERTAIN PEOPLE who “have shed the blood of saints and prophets” (v. 6). In this verse, these rivers and
fountains of waters represent the abundant teachings of those who attempt to direct the spiritual lives of
people upon the earth. Specifically, they represent those leaders of false religious organizations who
demand that people worship according to their dictates.

14.

What happened to those people? (16:4).
As this plague is poured out upon these WATERS, they become as blood. This indicates that these
people are SPIRITUALLY DEAD. Because these people practice false teachings and persecute
Christians, God has judged them to be spiritually dead or as becoming blood which signifies death (v.
5). They are spiritually dead upon this earth, and, because of this, they will have a part in the SECOND
DEATH, which is the lake of fire (20:14;2 1:8).

15.

What had they done to receive this judgment? (16:5-6).
Because these leaders of false religions have been responsible for the persecution and killing of many
Christians throughout the ages, God has given them blood to drink. They have shed the blood of
Christians. Therefore, they are spiritually dead.

16.

Discuss the meaning of this third plague.
Verse 7 seems to refer to the question which the saints under the altar are asking in the fifth seal (6:910). They desired to know how long it would be before God would avenge their blood on those who had
persecuted them. In the third plague, God again shows that those who persecute Christians will suffer
persecution themselves because He had judged that it will be so. This should help Christians today, as
we suffer the trials and hardships of this life, to understand that someday we will be rewarded and those
who persecute us will receive their just punishment from God.
Upon what did the fourth angel pour his vial of wrath? (16:8).
Upon the sun.

17.

18.

How was the sun affected by the contents of the vial? (16:8).
Power was given the sun to scorch men with fire.

19.

What would be the symbolic meaning of scorching men with fire?
These symbols should not be interpreted literally. They are figurative descriptions of problems which
will affect men here on this earth. We have gotten themselves into difficult situations. We say the HEAT
is on them, or they have gotten themselves into a very HOT SPOT. This is the situation many people
find themselves in today as they reject the Word of God. The preaching of God’s Word is not an easy
thing for sinners to hear. Because they will not accept it, it BURNS them. It puts the HEAT on them.
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The SUN that scorches men with heat and fire must in some way represent the teaching of the gospel. In
2 Corinthians 4:4, the gospel is referred to as THE LIGHT. According to 1 John 1:7, Christians walk in
the LIGHT, which must refer to the righteousness of God’s ways. This fourth plague then teaches that
the preaching and teaching of the gospel of Christ will torment those who refuse to accept it.
20.

What did these people do who were affected by this plague? (16:9).
They blasphemed the name of God.

21.

Did this plague cause these people to repent? (16:9).
They did not repent.

22.

Discuss the meaning of the fourth plague.
The fourth plague is a likeness to the ten plagues sent against Egypt in that these people refuse to
repent. Every time a plague was sent against Egypt, Pharaoh hardened his heart and refused to let the
children of Israel go (Exodus 14:8). As one refuses to hear and accept the gospel, he is hardening his
heart against God. he will continue to live in sin and be plagued by the gospel.

23.

Discuss how these plagues are taking place in the world today.
Verse 9 states that God controls these plagues, but the gospel must be preached in order for them to be
sent upon ungodly men. We know this because 11:6 says that the TWO WITNESSES (Christians) have
the power to SMITE THE EARTH with all plagues.

24.

Do Christians have anything to do with the pouring out of these plagues?
Yes.

QUESTIONS ON PLAGUES 5, 6, & 7 (16:10-21).
25.

What does this fifth plague affect? (16:10).
The seat of the beast.

26.

From chapter 13, what does the beast represent?
It represents all political and religious powers that oppose God and persecute His people.

27.

What happened to the kingdom of the beast? (16:10).
It became full of darkness. This shows the power of God over the beast. God’s kingdom will stand
forever, but the kingdom of the beast, whether it be political or religious, will be full of pain, suffering,
and darkness.

28.

What did those people do who had put their trust in the beast? (16:10-11).
They gnawed their tongues for pain.

29.

Did this plague cause these people to repent? (16:11).
They did not repent of their deeds!

30.

Discuss the meaning of the fifth plague.
Those people who put their trust in kingdoms other than God’s will suffer greatly, both mentally and
physically, as these powers collapse upon this earth. They will GNAW THEIR TONGUES for pain. It
must be painful to watch the powers in which you have trusted collapse around you. This is why
Christians must ALWAYS trust in God. His kingdom will never fail.

31.

Where did the sixth angel pour out his vial of wrath? (16:12).
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It was poured out upon the Great River Euphrates.
32.

What is the symbolic meaning of the great River Euphrates? (16:12).
Although there is a literal Euphrates River which originates from two main sources in the Armenian
Mountains and flows into the Persian Gulf, we must determine how it is used symbolically in this
passage. In the Old Testament, the actual River Euphrates was the eastern boundary of the land which
Israel possessed (cf., Genesis 15:18; Deuteronomy 1:7-8; 2 Samuel 8:3-4). If we translate this meaning
into symbolic language concerning the church today, it becomes A SPIRITUAL BOUNDARY BETWEEN
THE PEOPLE OF GOD AND THOSE WHO FOLLOW THE DEVIL. Therefore, the Euphrates River is
used to symbolize the spiritual boundary between the ways of righteousness and ungodliness.

33.

What is the symbolic meaning of the water? (16:12).
The boundary between righteousness and ungodliness is the Law of Christ, or the New Testament. It is
the gospel. The gospel is the symbolic meaning of the WATER of the great Euphrates. Just as water is a
necessary life-giving substance which man must have in order to sustain his physical life, the gospel is
the necessary life-giving substance of our spiritual lives. This water, or the gospel, is the dividing line
between the ways of righteousness and unrighteousness. Those who obey the gospel, or partake of this
spiritual water, will move from the place of unrighteousness to the place of spiritual righteousness, the
church.

34.

Who are the following?
1)
The dragon…Forces which oppose God.
2)
The beast…Forces which oppose God.
3)
The false prophet…Forces which oppose God.

35.

From where do the frogs originate? (16:13).
They come from the MOUTH of the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet.

36.

Who do these frogs represent? (16:14).
They must represent false teachings or maybe threats of persecutions which come from the forces
represented by the symbols. Coming OUT OF THE MOUTH indicates that the words spoken by the
dragon, the beast, and the false prophet is that which affects men. These words or teachings are
described as unclean spirits which appeared like frogs. Why frogs? Maybe it just indicates that these
words spoken go OUT IN EVERY DIRECTION. Maybe it was used because one of the Ten Plagues in
Exodus was that of frogs.

37.

What do these frogs do? (16:14).
Working miracles, they go forth to kings of the earth and of the whole world to gather them to the battle
of that great day of God Almighty.

38.

What is the great day? (16:14).
Judgment Day

39.

What battle is fought on this great day? (16:14).
THE final battle. A spiritual battle.

40.

Where are these people gathered together? (16:16).
Armageddon

41.

What does the first part of the word Armageddon (har) mean?
Mountain
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42.

What events took place in the valley of Megiddo which were indelibly printed on the minds of the
Jewish people?
Throughout the ages the Israelite nation had mourned many times because of events which had taken
place in this valley. E.g., Zechariah 12:11.

43.

What did the Valley of Megiddo symbolize to the Jewish people?
Great sorrow and mourning

44.

From the above information, what is the symbolic meaning of Armageddon?
Symbolically, a mountain would refer to a massive amount of almost anything. In our language today, if
we have a huge quantity of some item, we may say we have a mountainous quantity. These people who
follow the spirits of devils (v. 14), are going to be gathered into a place called ARMAGEDDON, or
mountain of sorrows. They will be gathered into a place where the amount of sorrow they will undergo
will be indescribable. They will suffer beyond our greatest imaginations. This is the 6th Plague.
Armageddon is not a battle at all. It describes the immense grief those people will feel who have
disobeyed God when Christ gathers them together at His 2nd Coming.

45.

Compare the actual meaning of Armageddon to the meaning the “religious world” applies to it
today.
The overall meaning of the 6th Plague shows that when men refuse to obey the gospel of Christ, God will
turn them over to their evil ways. He will deliver them over to follow the ways of Satan which are
described as the unclean spirits coming out of the mouth of the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet.
When Christ comes again, they will be gathered together into a place of immense sorrow, figuratively
called Armageddon. Here they will lose the final battle of THAT GREAT DAY when the devil and his
followers will be cast into the lake of fire to be tormented forever and ever (20:10).

46.

Where did the seventh angel pour his vial of wrath? (16:17).
Into the air

47.

What do the events of this seventh plague represent?
This will be God’s final and everlasting plague which He will POUR OUT upon all those who follow
Satan.

48.

What does an earthquake symbolize? (16:18).
The final conclusion of all things which God has planned for man

49.

What will happen to Babylon at this time? (16:19).
Divided into the parts

50.

What do islands and mountains represent? (16:20).
ISLAND is used in the Old Testament to represent leaders among the people of the nations (Isaiah 41:1;
49:1; 59:18).

51.

What does the great plague of hail represent? (16:21).
This is a figurative description showing the severity of this final plague which God will levy against
those who have followed the ways of the devil.

52.

What period of time has the seventh plague described?
Judgment Day and afterward
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53.

Discuss the meaning of the seventh plague.
The final plague of eternal hell will be so great that we cannot begin to understand it as physical men.
Living in a physical body, we can only understand physical pain, thus the words chosen.

54.

Discuss the overall meaning of the series of seven last plagues.
The seven plagues correspond closely to the series of seven trumpets (8:6—11:19). The trumpets
sounded a warning. They warn people of events which are to take place here on earth and, for the most
part, affect the spiritual part of their being. The plagues generally describe the problems and torments
which those people will suffer who do not submit their lives to God.
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Questions Based on LW’s End of Chapter 16 Questions
True/False
01. _____ The Seven Plagues describe problems and torments people will suffer who do not obey God.
02. _____ The Seventh Angel poured out his vial on the sun.
03. _____ The dragon, the beast, and the false prophet all symbolize forces which oppose God.
04. _____ Repentance resulted from the pouring out of the fifth vial.
05. _____ The Fourth Plague teaches that the teaching and preaching of the gospel will torment those who
refuse to accept it.
Fill in the Blanks
06.

Revelation ___:___ helps to interpret the meaning of the phrase, THE SEA, in verse 3.

07.

FIRE is used symbolically to represent the many ____________ and __________________ a
______________ must suffer as he strives to live a ______________ life.

08.

In the Third Plague, God again, shows that those who _______________ Christians will ___________
_________________ themselves because He had ____________ that it be so.

09.

Revelation 11:6 says that the TWO WITNESSES (________________) have the power to ___________
the earth with all _____________.

10.

The boundary between righteousness and ungodliness is the _________ of ____________, or the
_______ _______________.

Place the symbol in the space next to its description:
11.

_________________________ Judgment Day.

12.

_________________________ Leaders among the people of the nations.

13.

_________________________ Pains and anguishes which sin will cause man to suffer on earth.

14.

_________________________ Certain people who have shed the blood of saints and prophets.

15.

_________________________ A spiritual boundary line between the people of God and those who
follow the devil.

Answers to Revelation 15 Questions: [(01) True, 7; (02) True, 14; (03) False, 17; (04) True, 3; (05) True, 18;
(06) spiritual, oppose, God, 1; (07) trials, life, Christian, 6; (08) obey, gospel; (09) four, beasts, 15; (10) only,
word, God, 18; (11) White Linen, 13, 19:8; (12) Singing the Song of the Lamb, 8; (13) Fire, 5; (14) Golden
Girdles, 14; (15) 7 Last Plagues, 1].
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ANGEL
BLOOD
GATHER
MOUTH
RIGHTEOUS
THERE

BEAST
CITY
GREAT
PAIN
RIVER
TONGUE
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BECAME
EARTH
HEARD
PLAGUE
SCORCH
VIAL

BECAUSE
EVERY
HEAVEN
POUR
SORE
VOICE

BLASPHEMED
FELL
JUDGED
PROPHET
TEMPLE
WATER
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Revelation 16 (KJV)
1
2
3

5

4

6

7
8
9

10
11

12

13

ACROSS
01) They were gnawed.
04) Men were ____ with great heat.
05) Great Babylon came in ____ before
God.
09) God has ____ over the plagues.
11) Unclean spirits like ____ come out of
the mouth of the dragon.
12) Men ____ God because of the plague
of the hail.
13) It was exceeding great.
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DOWN
01) From here it is said, “It is done.”
02) A Hebrew word.
03) Every island ____ away.
06) Referred to here as the great river.
07) Only kind of prophet mentioned in
this chapter.
08) It was both noisome and grievous.
10) Sore that fell on men with the mark
of the beast.
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A Study of Revelation 17
Questions on Chapter 17,
Revelation for Christians Today, by Lonnie Woodruff--page 312-13 [Answers from DRL]…
01.

What is the subject of the vision recorded in chapter 17? (17:1).
The Great Harlot (ASV)

02.

In spiritual terms, what does a harlot represent?
The harlot represents those who worship something other than the true God, or have once worshiped
God, but later turned away from Him. Nothing in the history of the world fits this symbol more perfectly
than the apostate church, though this is by no means the entire fulfillment of the GREAT HARLOT. This
great harlot represents anyone who is not worshiping God according to the way He has designed. They
are committing spiritual fornication!

03.

Where does this harlot sit? (17:1)
Upon many waters.

04.

What do these many waters represent? (17:15).
They represent: PEOPLES, NATIONS, MULTITUDES, & TONGUES. The great harlot will affect or
control many people.

05.

What does it mean to commit spiritual fornication?
Spiritual fornication is any form of unfaithfulness to the Will of God.

06.

Who committed fornication with this great harlot? (17:2).
The kings of the earth

07.

What was this great harlot sitting upon? (17:3).
A scarlet colored beast

08.

What does this beast represent? (Chapter 13).
It represents those governments which use their powers in order to persecute God’s people.

09.

What is symbolized by the harlot riding this beast? (17:3).
It shows a CLOSE RELATIONSHIP between the great harlot and the beast. These powers join forces
and help each other control the people of the earth.

10.

List some of the characteristics of the great harlot and give their meanings (17:4).
Arrayed in PURPLE and SCARLET and decked with GOLD and PRECIOUS STONES and
PEARLS… Being dressed with expensive clothing and adorned with valuable jewels shows the vast
amount of riches controlled by the GREAT HARLOT. Still today, a great amount of wealth is
possessed or controlled by false religious organizations. Many of them survive because of the
tremendous amounts of money they are able to raise and control.

11.

What name was written upon the forehead of the harlot? (17:5).
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MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE
EARTH
12.

What is the meaning of this name?
BABYLON was a great enemy of God’s people during the Old Testament times. It is used symbolically
here to describe this great harlot as a great spiritual enemy of God’s people. The religious powers who
are committing spiritual fornication are spiritual enemies of God’s people.

13.

What terrible deeds are committed by this harlot? (17:6).
The great harlot is pictured here as being drunk with the blood of the saints and martyrs of Jesus.
During the DARK AGES, many were persecuted and killed because they refused to submit to manmade
laws of worship.

14.

As John wondered at this woman, what did the angel tell him? (17:7).
The mystery of the woman and the beast that carries her

15.

What descriptions are given concerning the identity of this beast in 17:8?
Was and is not, … and yet is. Shall ascend out of the bottomless pit and go into perdition. The term
BEAST shows that this great religious power possessed the powers of civil government, and the term
HARLOT shows that it commits spiritual fornication.

16.

Compare the first description to 11:7.
It is a similar description. In that passage, the beast is described as having one of his seven heads
WOUNDED TO DEATH, but this DEADLY WOUND WAS HEALED. In verse 10 there is an additional
description of these heads: FIVE ARE FALLEN, AND ONE IS, AND THE OTHE RIS NOT YET COME.
By combining the descriptive statements in these three passages, we can see that this beast must
represent something of which five are already fallen and one is in existence during the time of John but
will fall and then be restored as the seventh head of the beast. There are many ideas about this 7headed beast. Woodruff believes Coffman had it right when he identified the seven heads as SEVEN
WORLD-KINGDOMS hostile to God and to His people: Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece,
Rome, and a seventh to arise at a future time after Revelation was written. The SEVENTH head would
then represent the Holy Roman Empire, which was the next worldwide kingdom to arise after the fall of
the Roman Empire in A.D. 476.

17.

Compare the second description to 13:3.
The Roman Empire fell in A.D. 476. It became the head that was WOUNDED TO DEATH (13:3). It
was also the beast that WAS, AND IS NOT. In A.D. 800 the powers of the civil government of Rome
combined with the religious power of the Catholic Church to form the Holy Roman Empire, which ruled
the world. This brought back the power of the fallen Roman Empire in the form of a religiousgovernmental power. The death wound had been healed. The beast which WAS NOT, once again WAS!

18.

Compare the description given in 17:3 to the one given in 13:1.
Both have SEVEN HEADS AND TEN HORNS.

19.

Discuss the meaning of this beast as it was given in chapter 13.
The SEVEN-HEADED beast represents the civil governments which control the world. This vision
describes the governmental powers of the world which rise up to control the people of the world. The
SEVEN-HEADED beast has TEN HORNS and TEN CROWNS representing the power and authority of
these civil governments. The names of BLASPHEMY were written upon the heads of the beast to show
that many governments of the world are opposed to Christianity in any form. There are governments
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today that attempt to destroy all forms of religion and even go so far as to attempt to break the bonds of
the family.
20.

What are the seven heads? (17:9).
Civil governments: Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome, Holy Roman Empire.

21.

What do mountains symbolize? (Jeremiah 51:24-25).
Civil governments or world-wide empires, like BABYLON.

22.

What other symbolic meaning of the seven heads is given in verse 10?
SEVEN KINGS

23.

What do these kings symbolize?
KING is used to refer to a KINGDOM.

24.

What is represented by the five which are fallen, one is, and the other is yet to come? (17:10).
THE ONE IS, or the kingdom in power during the time of the writing of Revelation, would be the Roman
Empire. The FIVE WHICH HAVE FALLEN would be the five worldwide kingdoms which ruled
previous to the Roman Empire: Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, and Greece. The ONE NOT YET
COME would the Holy Roman Empire, the next and only worldwide kingdom to have existed since the
fall of the Roman Empire.

25.

What further description is given of the beast that was, and is not, and is of the seven? (17:11).
THE EIGHTH

26.

What does the eighth beast represent? (17:11).
In order to determine the identity of this eighth beast, we must determine which kingdom is referred to
as THE ONE WHICH WAS AND IS NOT. Verse 8refers to this beast as the beast which was and is not,
and yet is. Therefore, it refers to a kingdom which was in power, but lost its power, and later regained
it. This is the same kingdom as the ONE IS in verse 10. The kingdom in power during the time of
John’s recording of Revelation was the Roman Empire. Therefore, the one which WAS AND IS NOT is
the Roman Empire. It was wounded to death or fell in A.D. 476. This death wound was healed, and the
Roman Empire once again existed in the form of the Holy Roman Empire. This eighth beast is a
manifestation of the Roman Empire and the Holy Roman Empire. It is the one which was, and is not,
and is of the seven. The only plausible explanation of this is the worldwide power of the Roman
Catholic Church, which still exists today. Its headquarters is located in the Vatican in Rome, and it
exerts a vast amount of both religious and political pressures throughout the world. The structure and
authority of the once powerful Roman Empire is still with us today in a religious form. It is the
EIGHTH BEAST.

27.

What do the ten horns represent? (17:12).
These horns represent ten kings. As was explained in verse 10, these kings represent KINGDOMS.

28.

What does the number “10” symbolize?
The NUMBER TEN is used in Revelation to mean COMPLETENESS. Thus, these 10 horns represent a
complete number of kingdoms which are to have power with the beast.

29.

What is represented by these ten kings? (17:12).
Unlike the SEVEN HEADS, specific information is not given about these ten kingdoms. Because of this,
we should not try to name any certain powers which they might represent. They represent all
governmental powers which arise after the fall of the seventh head of the beast.
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30.

How will these ten kings exist with the beast? (17:12-13).
To receive power ONE HOUR would mean that these governments coexist with the beast for an
undefined period of time. Some may exist for many years and some for only a few. While they remain in
power, they will share powers with the beast.

31.

What will be the relationship between the beast, ten horns, and the Lamb? (17:14).
They will make war with the Lamb.

32.

Who will destroy the great harlot? (17:16).
The ten horns will destroy her. The civil governments of this world will turn against the powers of false
religion and destroy them. No way of knowing when this will happen or how it will be accomplished.

33.

Why will the ten horns give their kingdoms unto the beast? (17:17).
God has put in their hearts to fulfill His will.

34.

What other symbolism is used to describe the great harlot in verse 18?
That great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth.

35.

Discuss the overall meaning of the great harlot.
In 18:2, the GREAT CITY is referred to as BABYLON THE GREAT. That was the name written in the
forehead of the great harlot (v. 5). The great harlot is this woman which reigneth over the kings of the
earth. This makes it easy to see that all of these symbols are used to describe the same thing: the
apostate church which commits spiritual fornication against God. The symbol of a CITY is used in
many cases to indicate a group of people which have a common purpose. A good example of this is
Hebrews 12:22, where the church is referred to as THE CITY OF THE LIVING GOD. This city of God
represents all those who have one thing in common—they are Christians. This GREAT CITY is used
symbolically in the same manner except it is further defined as being a harlot. This would mean the
great city represents all those who commit spiritual fornication.
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Questions Based on Answers to LW’s End of Chapter 17 Questions
True/False
01. _____ The EIGHTH kingdom of this chapter seems to be the Holy Roman Empire.
02. _____ The number TEN in Revelation is used to mean “the end of time.”
03. _____ The GREAT HARLOT was sitting upon the sea of glass.
04. _____ MYSTERY was part of the name written on the harlot’s forehead.
05. _____ The third of the SEVEN HEADS would represent Babylon.
Fill in the Blanks
06.

The TEN KINGS represent all __________________ __________ which arise after the ________ of
the seventh head of the beast.

07.

The symbol of a CITY is used in many cases to indicate a _________ of ___________ which have a
__________ purpose.

08.

The harlot sits upon _________ ___________.

09.

The Holy Roman Empire was the next worldwide empire to arise after the fall of the __________
____________ in A.D. 476.

10.

We can find a passage which tells us the symbolic meaning of MOUNTAINS in the Old Testament
book of ______________.

Place the symbol in the space next to its description:
11.

_________________________ Governments coexisting with the beast for an undefined period of time.

12.

_________________________ Peoples, nations, multitudes, and tongues.

13.

_________________________ Great enemy of God’s people in Old Testament times.

14.

_________________________ Civil governments.

15.

_________________________ Close relationship between the GREAT GARLOT and the beast—A
joining of forces to control people.

Answers to Revelation 16 Questions: [(01) True, 54; (02) False, 46; (03) True 34; (04) False, 29; (05) True
19; (06) 17, 15, 9; (07) trials, tribulations, Christian, Christian, 5; (08) persecute, suffer, persecution, judged, 16;
(09) Christians, smite, plagues, 23; (10) Law, Christ, New, Testament, 33; (11) That Great Day of God, 38; (12)
Islands and Mountains, 50; (13) Noisome and Grievous Sore, 7; (14) Rivers and Fountains of Waters, 13; (15)
River Euphrates, 32].
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ABOMINATIONS
COME
GREAT
KINGDOM
PERDITION
SEVEN
WHORE

ANGEL
EARTH
HAVING
LORD
POWER
SITTETH
WOMAN
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BEAST
FORNICATION
HEADS
MIND
RECEIVE
THERE
WONDER

BLOOD
FULFIL
HORNS
MYSTERY
SAWEST
WATERS

COLOUR
FULL
KING
NAME
SCARLET
WHEN
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Revelation 17 (KJV)
1
2

3
4
5

6
7

8
9

10

11
12

13

ACROSS
02) The forehead read: ____ of Harlots.
03) Ten kings receive power one ____
with the beast.
05) The eighth is going into it.
06) Were made drunk with the wine of
the harlot’s fornication.
08) The angel asked John why he did
this.
11) Plus one equals the times this
number appears in this chapter.
13) Part of the body used as a sign.
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DOWN
01) The harlot wore this color.
02) The great harlot sat on peoples, and
____, and tongues.
04) The beast will ascend out of this pit.
07) Kings of the earth are said to have
____ fornication.
09) The harlot was decked with them.
10) The harlot was drunken with this.
12) Names are written in this book.
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Link to Lonnie Woodruff’s Revelation for Christians Today, online:
http://www.abiblecommentary.com/howtounderstandthebookofrevelation.htm

A Study of Revelation 18
Questions on Chapter 18,
Revelation for Christians Today, by Lonnie Woodruff--page 335… [Answers by DRL]
DRL Note: In the introductory comments preceding chapter 18 brother Woodruff points out that his
interpretation of these two chapters (17 &18) differs from the majority interpretation given by our
brethren. By them, the GREAT HARLOT and BABYLON represent the actual city of Rome, also by
them many of the events which take place in this chapter are applied to the destruction of Rome in A.D.
476. He lists reasons, which seem perfectly sound to me, as to why he takes a differing view…
1. This does not apply the meaning of the GREAT HARLOT and BABYLON as they are used in the
Bible. This figure applies to ALL those who commit spiritual fornication, not just the ones who
happened to live in Rome between the time of Christ and A.D. 476.
2. Applying it specifically to Rome takes away any meaning it might have for Christians who live today.
3. To interpret this chapter as being the destruction of Rome forces the interpretation of chapter 17
also to deal specifically with Rome. This will result in forcing LITERAL interpretations of symbols
there. Thus, if we have KINGS as the actual emperors of Rome, we have to accept the Neroresurrection myth.
4. The things which undergo destruction in chapter 18 are DESTROYED FOREVER. They will never
exist again! Obviously, after Rome was destroyed, it did once again exist and still remains today. It
arose once again to become an important city as a center of government and trade. On the other
hand, when the destruction described in chapter 18 takes place, it will be COMPLETE AND
EVERLASTING.
01.

What information is given about “Babylon the great” in 17:5, 18?
It is the name written on the forehead of the great harlot. Babylon was a great enemy of God’s people
during the OT times. It is used symbolically here to describe this great harlot as a great spiritual enemy
of God’s people. Shortly after apostolic times, the church began drifting away from the teaching of the
Bible. It became the apostate church, or the church which had fallen away. Eventually, the religious
power of the Roman Catholic Church arose out of this apostate church. It became a religious power
which was committing spiritual fornication.

02.

What is the symbolic meaning of “Babylon the great”?
The great harlot, who has this phrase written on her forehead, is the woman who reigns over the kings
of the earth. This makes it easy to see that all of these symbols are used to describe the same thing: the
apostate church which commits spiritual fornication against God. The symbol of a CITY is used in
many cases to indicate a group of people who have a common purpose. A good example of this is
Hebrews 12:22 where the church is referred to as THE CITY OF THE LIVING GOD. This city of God
represents all those who have one thing in coming—THEY ARE CHRISTIANS. This “great city” is used
symbolically in the same manner except it is further defined as being A HARLOT. This would mean the
great city represents all those who commit spiritual fornication. The great city REIGNS OVER THE
KINGS OF THE EARTH. This ties the meaning of this verse to verse 17 which says that they agree to
GIVE THEIR KINGDOM UNTO THE BEAST. In the sense that these kingdoms give their power and
authority unto the harlot, she is ruling over them. Her wishes and desires are granted by the kings of
the earth.

03.

What is going to happen to this great city of false religion? (18:2)
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It will fall. IS FALLEN, is actually used here, but this should cause us no problems. Even if this were
describing the fall of the city of Rome, that would have been about 400 years future to the time John was
writing. If the Bible can reveal events 400 years in the future to John, it certainly can reveal events
which are still in the future to us today.
04.

Why will Babylon fall? (18:3)
The GREAT HARLOT will receive the judgment of God because she has led many to commit spiritual
fornication. This same thought is present in 17:2, which states that the kings of the earth, and its
inhabitants also, have committed fornication with the great harlot. As people follow the false religious
teachings of the great harlot, they become a part of the great city of Babylon which will eventually
receive the destruction described in this chapter.

05.

What will be Babylon’s reward? (18:6)
The GREAT HARLOT may be responsible for the persecution of many saints during the Christian Age,
but Christians can take comfort in the fact that the punishment this great harlot will receive will be far
greater than any persecutions she has inflicted. Her cup will BE DOUBLED. No physical persecution
can possibly match the eternal torment which those who are disobedient to God will suffer.

06.

What does it mean to sit as a queen and see no sorrow?
The last part of verse 7 helps identify the great harlot (Babylon). She claims to sit as a queen. A queen
is one who is married to the king. This great spiritual harlot claims to be married to the King of kings
who is Christ. She claims to be the true church which is married to Jesus Christ (Romans 7:4), but is
actually a spiritual harlot committing adultery with many gods. She claims that she is NO WIDOW.
This again points to the marriage relationship between Christ and the church. Just as the true church of
Christ believes that her husband has risen from the grave and sits on His throne in glory today, this
great harlot claims the same thing about herself. She claims to be the true church. Therefore, she
professes not to be a widow. She also believes that she will SEE NO SORROW. She believes that one
day she will be in heaven with God. This is a fearful statement because many people today mistakenly
believe they are serving God, but, in actuality, they are a part of this great harlot.

07.

When Babylon falls, will anyone come to her aid? (18:9-10)
The kings of the earth who have committed spiritual fornication with this great harlot and have been
made rich by this association will mourn for her when they see her destruction. They will stand afar off,
viewing the destruction of the great city of Babylon. They stand afar off because they are afraid to come
near, or be associated with this great harlot any longer for fear of being destroyed themselves.

08.

What will happen to the fine goods and costly items which Babylon has lusted after? (18:14)
They will depart from her. These are the things which she has lusted after from her beginning. When
her destruction comes, she will no longer control these items of great wealth. NOR MOARE AT ALL is
an emphatic statement the she will not have them. This will be the END of this spiritual harlot on earth.
She will not rise again at some later date to reclaim her wealth. She will be gone forever. This once
again emphasizes that this city of Babylon cannot be referring specifically to the literal city of Rome.
Rome did rise again to become a prominent city, but verse 14 states that this will not happen to spiritual
Babylon.

09.

Will they ever be found again in this city? (18:14)
NO

10.

What will be the reaction of the merchants of the earth who have lived deliciously with her?
(18:11-19)
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They stand afar as they observe her burning. Her destruction will be so great that not even those who
were made rich by her will be willing to come to her aid. They will not attempt to help her in any way
for fear of their own destruction.

11.

How could the bodies and souls of men be considered merchandise to be bought and sold in the
great city of Babylon? (18:13)
The last phrase of verse 13 is interesting. It includes slaves and souls of men in this listing of
merchandise purchased and controlled by the harlot. An alternate translation of this is, BODIES AND
SOULS OF MEN. The great harlot not only controls great material wealth, she also controls the bodies
and souls of men. A cross reference which should be studied in connection with these verses is 13:1117, which describes a beast with two horns coming up out of the earth. This beast is the same as the
great harlot, or the city of Babylon. The difference is that chapter 13 describes the governmental
powers which this great harlot possesses. The two visions are giving different information about the
same great religious harlot, or beast. In 13:15, the TWO-HORNED BEAST had the power to “cause
that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.” This IS control of the souls
of men. Revelation 13:17 shows that “no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name
of the beast, or the number of his name.” This IS control of the actions or bodies of men. Therefore, the
great harlot not only controls the great wealth of the world, she also controls the bodies and souls of
men. Remember: the GREAT HARLOT still exists today. It has simply changed forms and now exists
under MANY NAMES instead of only one.

12.

How sudden will this destruction be? (18:17)
IN ONE HOUR.

13.

Once Babylon is destroyed, will it ever exist again? (18:21)
SHALL BE FOUND NO MORE AT ALL

14.

List some of the items which will never again exist in Babylon. (18:22-23)
1. The voice of harpers and musicians, pipers, and trumpeters
2. Craftsmen
3. The sound of a millstone
4. The light of a candle
5. The voice of the bridegroom and the bride

15.

What is the meaning of the voice of the bridegroom and the bride being heard no more in this
city? (18:23)
The bridegroom is used symbolically to represent Christ (John 3:29), and the bride represents the
church (Revelation 21:9). Therefore, the VOICE OF THE BRIDEGROOM AND BRIDE is the Word of
God, or the teachings of the Bible. Teachings concerning the bridegroom and the bride can be heard
today in false religious organizations. They are made up of those who profess to know God and claim to
be a part of His church; yet they commit spiritual fornication by disobeying His commands. When the
great city is destroyed, the teachings of the Bible, the voice of the bridegroom and bride, will no longer
be heard. It will become a hold of every foul spirit (v. 2).

16.

Do we know when this destruction will take place?
No

17.

Does this great city of false religion exist today?
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Yes. BABYLON THE GREAT is a figurative city which includes all those who commit spiritual
fornication against God. The great city has deceived the people of this world since its beginning, and it
will continue to do so until the time of its destruction.
18.

Who are residents of this great city?
Those people who are part of this great harlot are morally good people. They may not be worshiping
according to God’s plan, but they do believe in God and are spiritually-minded. According to verse 2,
when this great city is destroyed, it will become a habitation for devils. The spirituality of this great city
will be lost and the people in it will no longer believe in God.

19.

Compare and contrast the great city and the holy city.
The symbol of a CITY is used in many cases to indicate a group of people who have a common purpose.
A good example of this is Hebrews 12:22, where the church is referred to as THE CITY OF THE
LIVING GOD. This city of God represents all those who have one thing in common—they are
Christians. This “great city”(17:18), is used symbolically in the same manner except it is further
defined as being a harlot. This would mean the great city represents all those who commit spiritual
fornication. When the great city of false religion is destroyed, the light of a candle will no longer shine
in it (18:23). Even though the religious teachings of the great city are false, the Bible is still read and
used as a guide for moral values. The people of the great city claim to believe and follow the teachings
of the Bible, even though they do not practice everything it teaches. This is especially true concerning
the plan of salvation, which enables one to enter the HOLY CITY of God, the true church (3:12). From
this standpoint, the Bible, or God’s Word, shines as a light in this great city. When the great city of
false religion is destroyed, this light will cease to shine. Remember, it will become the habitation of
devils as stated in verse 2.

20.

Has God already judged the great harlot? (19:2)
God states that He HAS JUDGED the great harlot and has avenged the blood of the saints at her hand.
In this vision, we are still at some period of time, possibly far off in the future, looking back at what has
happened on earth. Chapter 18 describes the judgment which God will direct against the great harlot in
order to avenge the blood of saints. It is important to remember that this great harlot has ALREADY
BEEN “JUDGED.” God has told us exactly what will happen to her. The only thing remaining is the
fulfillment of that judgment.

21.

What will be the end of the great harlot? (19:3)
The smoke of this great harlot, rising up forever and ever, indicates the eternal nature of her
destruction. This was pointed out in 18:21-23. Not only will this great harlot be completely destroyed
from this earth, she will also be cast into eternal punishment where she will remain forever (19:20).

22.

Because of God’s judgment against the great harlot, what did the twenty-four elders and the four
beasts do? (19:4)
They fell down and worshipped God that sat on the throne. The lesson of verse 4 is that all spiritual
worship and all physical worship should be directed to the one and only true and living God. There is
no other being to whom we should direct our spiritual worship; neither should we give our physical
means or abilities to any other god. God is worthy of all of man’s worship, both spiritual and physical.
Therefore, these 24 elders show that we must praise God because He has judged the great harlot which
has persecuted the saints.
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Questions Based on Answers to LW’s End of Chapter 18 Questions
True/False
01. _____ Brethren who say BABYLON=ROME have a problem with verses like 18:21.
02. _____ The great harlot makes a TRUE claim when she says in her heart: “I sit a queen.”
03. _____ Eternal punishment will be the judgment against the great harlot.
04. _____ Residents of the great city do believe in God and are spiritually-minded.
05. _____ The time factor mentioned in this chapter for the destruction of the great city is 3 ½ days.
Fill in the Blanks
06.

No physical persecution can possibly match the _____________ _____________ which those who are
disobedient to God will suffer.

07.

The symbol of a CITY is used in many cases to indicate a group of ____________ who have a
____________ _____________.

08.

The great harlot has _____________ __________ judged; the only thing remaining is the
_________________ of that ______________ (19:2).

09.

The great harlot not only controls the ___________ ____________ of the world, she also controls the
____________ and ___________ of men (18:13).

10.

The great city has deceived the people of this world ___________ its _______________, and it will
______________ to do so until the time of its _________________.

Place the symbol in the space next to its description:
11.

_________________________ the Word of God.

12.

_________________________ meaning that no physical persecution can match the eternal torment.

13.

_________________________ morally good people, but not faithful Christians.

14.

_________________________ its residents are Christians (Hebrews 12:22).

15.

_________________________ shows ALL worship should be directed to the One True God.

Answers to Revelation 17 Questions: [01 False, 26; 02 False 28; 03 False, 7; 04 True, 11; 05 True, 20; 06
governmental, powers, fall, 29; 07 group, people, common, 35; 08 many, waters, 3; 09 Roman, Empire, 16; 10
Jeremiah 51:24-25, 21; 11 Receive Power One Hour, 30; 12 Many Waters, 4; 13 Babylon, 12; 14 Seven Heads,
20; 15 Great Harlot Riding the Beast, 9].
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AFAR
COME
FILL
HEARD
MORE
SAYING
TORMENT

ALAS
CRIED
FINE
HEAVEN
MOURN
SOUL
VOICE
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BABYLON
DOUBLE
FORNICATION
HOUR
PRECIOUS
STAND
WEEP

BURNED
EARTH
FOUND
MADE
REWARD
STONE

CITY
EVERY
GREAT
MERCHANTS
RICH
THINGS

btcRevelation …........................................…. http://maplehillchurchofchrist.blog

A Study of Revelation ………………..………………………………………………………………………….Page 128 of 158

Revelation 18 (KJV)
1

2

3

4

5
6
7

8

9
10

11

12

13

14

Across

Down

01 Became rich by association with the
great city.
04 Matched up with weeping.
05 The great city was clothed in it.
07 Babylon lived this way.
08 In Babylon was found this of the
prophets and saints.
13 All nations were deceived by them.
14 It would not shine any more in Babylon.

02 The millstone made it.
03 Used to describe stones and wood.
06 An angel did this to the earth.
09 One of the two descriptions of a bird.
10 Describes wood; means scented or citron.
11 Babylon is made desolate in one of these.
12 ____ of her torment.
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Link to Lonnie Woodruff’s Revelation for Christians Today, online:
http://www.abiblecommentary.com/howtounderstandthebookofrevelation.htm

A Study of Revelation 19
Questions on Chapter 19,
Revelation for Christians Today, by Lonnie Woodruff--page 360-61[Answers by DRL]…
01.

When did Christ begin His reign? (Hebrews 1:3)
Following His death, burial, resurrection, and ascension, at the point when His kingdom began. Cf.,
Acts 2:33.

02.

When did the marriage of the Lamb take place? (Romans 7:4)
Same as #01 above. For each individual member, it is when that person is added by the Lord to the
church (Acts 2:41).

03.

What period of time must this vision be covering?
Similarly to the visions of the seals, trumpets, and plagues, we are given information concerning this
present Christian dispensation and then we are taken into the final judgment.

04.

Who is the Lamb’s wife? (Ephesians 5:31-32)
The church.

05.

What do white robes and fine linen represent? (19:8)
White robes and fine linen represent the RIGHTEOUSNESS OF SAINTS.

06.

When do Christians put on these robes of white? (3:5; 7:14)
When they obey the gospel and have their sins washed away by the blood of Christ (Acts 22:16).

07.

What does the marriage supper of the Lamb represent? (19:9)
The meaning of the MARRIAGE SUPPER can be derived from the Parable of the Wedding Feast of
Matthew 22:1-14. Matthew 22:10 states: “So those servants went out into the highways and gathered
together all as many as they found, both bad and good: and the wedding was furnished with guests.”
Those wedding guests are those people from all walks of life who have heard the invitation of the gospel
and have answered its call. They have come unto the marriage (Matthew 22:4). They ARE the bride of
Christ. In this parable, we never observe the actual eating of the supper. It is logical to assume that
this took place after the king came in to see his guests (Matthew 22:13). This represents the time when
the king will divide those who are faithful from those who are not (Matthew 22:12-13). We know this
will take place at judgment. Therefore, this marriage feast must represent the final feast for all
Christians which will be our eternal life in heaven.

08.

Who are called unto the marriage supper? (19:9)
All are called, not all will come.

09.

Who is riding the white horse of verse 11? (19:16)
Jesus, Who is King of kings and Lord of lords.

10.

What is the war which the rider of the white horse is fighting today?
(19:11; cf., 6:1-3)
A spiritual war with Satan and his army.
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11.

Why is Christ described as having a name which no man knew but He Himself? (19:12)
The point of it is that NO MAN could wear this name, ONLY Jesus! Jesus lived a sinless life on earth
and became the perfect sacrifice for our sins (Hebrews 5:8-9). ONLY Jesus could wear this name
because He is the only one who could, and did, shed His blood to atone for our sins.

12.

Who are the armies who follow Christ riding white horses? (19:14)
The armies who are following Christ upon white horses and dressed in clean white linen can ONLY be
Christians. Verse 8 says that fine linen is the righteousness of saints. The saints or Christians are those
who have obeyed the gospel and are “following” Christ. Christians are going forth throughout the
world, with Christ as our leader, teaching the gospel and making war against the evil ways of mankind.

13.

Why are they clothed in fine linen, white and clean? (19:14)
FINE LINEN is the righteousness of the saints (v. 8).

14.

When do those who are dressed in white, Christians, follow Christ upon these white horses?
They follow Him during the time they are alive upon the earth.

15.

What does the sharp sword proceeding out of the mouth of Christ represent? (19:15)
Since it comes from His mouth, it must represent words which He speaks. We constantly have the
spoken Word of Jesus in written form at our disposal. We have the sword of Christ, the Bible
(Ephesians 6:17). Christ uses this sword to smite the nations of this world. This is similar to the
statement in verse 11 which says He will make war. The meanings must be similar. This statement is
also similar to 11:6. In that passage the saints (witnesses) use the Word of God to smite the earth with
all plagues. As Christians, we must realize that the hearing of the gospel is not a pleasant thing to those
who refuse to obey it because it condemns them.

16.

How does He use this sword to smite the nations?
The nations are smitten with the sword when Christians use the Word of God to preach the gospel to the
lost.

17.

Why is the sword described as a rod of iron? (19:15)
This statement is also made in 2:27 and 12:5. The ROD OF IRON represents the almighty power of
Christ (cf., Psalms 2:9). We know that the gospel is the power of God (Romans 1:16). Therefore, this
rod represents the gospel. Christ rules His kingdom (the church) today, and it is made up of those who
have obeyed the gospel. The gospel is a ROD OF IRON which will not bend or break. It is the same
today as it was in the first century. The only way we can be a follower o f Christ is to obey His Word
exactly as He has proclaimed it. Many men, or religious organizations today, try to bend this rod. They
design their own “church laws.” They grant membership into “their church” according to rules they
have made. The gospel of Christ WILL NOT BEND. If we are to be members of the Lord’s church, we
must obey the gospel as God designed it. No other way will do!

18.

What does the supper of the great God represent? (19:17)
This symbolism of the fowls of the air eating the supper of God is most likely related to events such as
Joseph’s interpretation of the baker’s dream in Genesis 40:16-23. Concerning the baker, Genesis 40:19
states, “Yet within three days shall Pharaoh lift up thy head from off thee, and shall hand thee on a tree;
and the birds shall eat thy flesh from off thee.” This shows the completeness and totality of the
destruction. When those who have opposed God are gathered to this great supper, their destruction will
be complete.

19.

How does it compare to the marriage supper?
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The SUPPER OF THE GREAT GOD is in direct contrast to the MARRIAGE SUPPER OF THE LAMB
in verse 9. The marriage supper of the Lamb represents the great eternal feast which Christians will eat
in heaven. This SUPPER OF THE GREAT GOD is the eternal destruction which those who have
disobeyed God will suffer.
20.

What will happen to the beast which has made war against the Lamb and His followers? (19:1920)
He will be cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.

21.

What will happen to the false prophet which has deceived many people into worshiping this
image? (19:20)
He will be cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.

22.

What does the lake burning with fire and brimstone represent? (19:20; 21:8)
The lake of fire, the second death, eternal torment, where there will be no rest day or night.

23.

What will happen to the remnant who opposed the Lamb, yet were not a part of the beast or false
prophet? (19:21)
They will be destroyed by the sword which proceeds out of the mouth of the rider of the white horse.

24.

What is the meaning of being slain by the sword of the one riding the white horse? (19:21)
This, of course, is the Word of God which was given by Christ. God has given a law which we must
obey. For those who distort it, or simply refuse to obey it, the Word itself will be used as a means of
their destruction. Christ, speaking concerning those who refused to obey His teachings, says, “the word
that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day” (John 12:48). The Word of God will
condemn those who refuse to obey it.
How complete will this destruction be? (19:21)
TOTALLY COMPLETE.

25.

Questions Based on Answers to LW’s End of Chapter 19 Questions
True/False
01. _____ Christians will get to put on ROBES OF WHITE for the first time in heaven.
02. _____ The WAR which the rider of the white horse is fighting today is spiritual in nature.
03. _____ Everyone should look forward to being part of THE SUPPER OF THE GREAT GOD.
04. _____ The SECOND DEATH equals THE LAKE BURNING WITH FIRE AND BRIMSTONE.
05. _____ Christ begins His reign at His 2nd Coming.
Fill in the Blanks
06.

The meaning of the MARRIAGE SUPPER can be derived from the Parable of the _____________
___________ found in Matthew ___:1-14.

07.

Revelation 19:___ tells us that the rider of the white horse is KING of KINGS and LORD of LORDS;
Revelation 17:___ tells us that person is the Lamb; and, Revelation 5:___ tells us that person is
WORTHY and was SLAIN.

08.

The nations are SMITTEN when Christians use the _________ of _______ to preach.

09.

Brother Woodruff refers us back to _____________ 40:19 to explain the great supper of God.
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10.

God’s Word will _____________ those who refuse to obey it.

Place the symbol in the space next to its description:
11.

_________________________ Righteousness of saints.

12.

_________________________ The church.

13.

_________________________ Will not bend or break.

14.

_________________________ Words Christ speaks.

15.

_________________________ Eternal destruction of the disobedient.

Answers to Revelation 18 Questions: 01 True, Intro#4; 02 False, 4; 03 True, 21; 04 True, 18; 05 False, 12; 06
eternal, torment, 5; 07 people, common, purpose, 2; 08 already, been, fulfillment, judgment, 20; 09 great,
wealth, bodies, souls, 11; 10 since, beginning, continue, destruction, 17; 11 Voice of Bridegroom and Bride, 15;
12 Great Harlot’s cup doubled, 5; 13 Residents of the Great City, 18; 14 City of the Living God, 19; 15 24
Elders and 4 Living Creatures, 22.
btcRevelation19
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Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can find them all.
The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be surprised at
how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the good effort
you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

ALLELUIA
CALLED
FLESH
HEAVEN
LINEN
SAYING
TRUE

ARMY
EARTH
FOUR
HONOUR
LORD
SERVANTS
VOICE
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BEAST
EVER
GATHER
HORSE
NAME
SMALL
WHITE

BLOOD
FELL
GREAT
JUDGE
RIGHTEOUS
SWORD

BOTH
FINE
HEARD
KING
SAID
THRONE
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Revelation 19 (KJV)
1

2

3

4

5

6

7
8
9
10
11
12
13

14

ACROSS
01) Combined with: glory, honor, and
power.
07) Saying, ____; Alleluia.
08) It was white and had a rider.
11) They were mighty!
12) Made herself ready.
13) The Lord God ____ the blood of His
servants.
14) Was standing in the sun.
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DOWN
02) Clothed with a ____ dipped in
blood.
03) The rider was faithful and ____.
04) Describes the judgments of the
Lord our God.
05) Describes the Lord God.
06) Describes the sword.
09) There were many of them on His
head.
10) John saw it opened.
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Link to Lonnie Woodruff’s Revelation for Christians Today, online:
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A Study of Revelation 20
Questions on Chapter 20,
Revelation for Christians Today, by Lonnie Woodruff--page 377-78 [Answers, DRL]…
01.

What blessing will those receive who have part in the first resurrection? (20:6).
The Second Death will have NO POWER on them. In other words, the blessing for those who have been
baptized and RAISED to walk in newness of life (Romans 6:4), while living on this earth, will not have
to fear eternal punishment in Hell, in the next life.

02.

What is the second death? (20:14; 21:8).
It is a spiritual death in which those who oppose God will be doomed to suffer for all eternity. It
includes ETERNAL SEPARATION from God and all that is good.

03.

What must we do in order to avoid the second death? (2 Thessalonians 1.8-9).
In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be
punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power. In order to avoid the
Second Death, we must OBEY THE GOSPEL!

04.

What must it mean to have a part in the first resurrection?
It means to have been baptized. Those who take part in the first resurrection will be priests of God and
reign with Him a thousand years OR during this Gospel Age. Revelation 5:10 says that Christ has
made us kings and priests and we shall reign on the earth. Those who are obedient to the gospel are
reigning on the earth TODAY and are a Holy Priesthood, offering up spiritual sacrifices to God through
Jesus Christ—Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices,
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ (1 Peter 2:5).

05.

Explain how our first resurrection is a spiritual resurrection.
The FIRST RESURRECTION is the resurrection of the soul from the grave of sin. It is a spiritual
resurrection. Colossians 1:18 says that Christ was the FIRSTBORN from the dead, and Romans 6:3-5
says that WE have a part in that resurrection by BAPTISM, which is a likeness of Christ’s death, burial,
and resurrection. Because of this, we are to walk in newness of life (Romans 6:4), or reign with Christ
during the thousand years (Revelation 20:4). Those who do not obey the gospel will not live
(spiritually) during this Gospel Age or Thousand Years. They are still DEAD in their sins.

06.

How long will those who have part in the first resurrection reign with Christ? (20:6).
For a FIGURATIVE ONE THOUSAND YEARS.

07.

Where do we reign with Christ? (5:10).
And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth. ON THE EARTH.

08.

Since our first resurrection is a spiritual resurrection and also the beginning of our reign with
Christ, what must the thousand years represent?
The Thousand Years must represent the time we live here on this earth, preparing for the heavenly
reward.

09.

What is the symbolic meaning of the number “1000”?
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One thousand, which is the same as: 10 x 10 x 10 (The number TEN symbolizes completeness), must
then equal: Ultimate Completeness.
10.

Who are the “rest of the dead” in verse 5?
One group of people are resurrected to reign during the thousand years; THEY ARE CHRISTIANS.
There is another group who are not resurrected until after the thousand years are finished; THEY ARE
NON-CHRISTIANS.

11.

Why do they not live during the thousand years?
Because they are SPIRITUALLY DEAD, separated from God by the sin in their lives.

12.

Is this “life” we have during the thousand years physical life or spiritual life?
It is BOTH, actually, but the emphasis here is on the spiritual.

13.

Since the thousand years represents the Gospel Age, is Satan bound today? (20:2).
Yes! He is not bound in the sense that he cannot function on earth today, but he is bound to the extent
that he has no control over God’s people. Concerning Christ, Hebrews 2:14 says: Forasmuch then as the
children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him
that had the power of death, that is, the devil. Christ, through His death and resurrection, destroyed (BOUND)
Satan in the sense that Satan no longer rules in the world.

14.

How is Satan bound today? (Hebrews 2.14-15).
He cannot prevent Christians from enjoying the heavenly reward so long as they remain faithful to the
Lord, Who conquered death and made it possible for them to live eternally in heaven.

15.

What does the great chain represent? (20:1).
A CHAIN would represent a powerful restraint. Romans 1:16 says that the gospel is the POWER OF
GOD UNTO SALVATION. We bind Satan in our own lives when we are obedient to the gospel and
obtain the salvation offered to us. If the gospel is God’s power unto salvation, then it follows that the
symbolic chain refers to the gospel. Satan is bound by the gospel!

16.

Why are those who are reigning with Christ during the thousand years, Christians, pictured as
sitting on thrones? (20:4).
Jesus told His twelve apostles in Matthew 19:28 that they would sit upon TWELVE THRONES judging
the twelve tribes of Israel at the same time the Son of Man was sitting in the throne of His glory. Christ
is NOW sitting on His throne at God’s right hand (Hebrews 1:3). Therefore, we must be in the period of
time when the apostles are judging the twelve tribes of Israel. THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL is a
figurative representation of the church. HOW are the apostles judging the twelve tribes, or the church
today? John 12:48 says that man shall be judged by the WORDS which Christ spoke. This is obviously
a reference to the Bible or the gospel. Christ did not actually speak all the commandments we have to
follow today, but gave them by inspiration through the apostles and the letters which they wrote to the
various churches. The apostles were responsible for giving many of the commandments which we are to
follow today. In this manner, the twelve apostles ARE JUDGING the twelve tribes of Israel.

17.

What is the judgment which has been given to Christians? (20:4).
Christians are responsible for teaching, preaching, and spreading the gospel, the commandments of
God, throughout the world. Revelation 3:21 says that when anyone overcomes (i.e., obeys the gospel),
they are granted to sit with Christ in His throne. Therefore, it is figuratively stated in this verse that
Christians ARE SITTING on their thrones today with Christ and are responsible for the spreading of the
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gospel or the judgments which God has given unto us. We are presently living and reigning with Christ
during this gospel age or the thousand years.
18.

Compare the devil’s ability to deceive the nations under the Law of Moses to his ability to deceive
the nations under the Law of Christ.
The idea that Satan is unable to deceive the nations is synonymous with the binding of Satan in verse 2.
Satan no longer deceives those who are willing to accept Christ and the salvation offered in Him. This
concept is also presented in 12:9—And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which
deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. This verse defines the time
in which Satan was to deceive the whole world. 12:10 says that salvation and the kingdom came at the
same time the devil was cast out of heaven. This obviously took place when Christ died on the cross.
The devil could no longer accuse the brethren before God. Therefore, he was able to deceive the
nations or accuse the brethren before God only up until the time that Christ died on the cross. After that
time, he could no longer deceive the whole world. He only deceives those who reject God and choose
to follow him. This situation will exist during the Gospel Age.

19.

When will Satan be loosed out of his prison? (20:3, 7).
A period of time at the END of the Gospel Age, referred to as the LITTLE SEASON, when Satan will,
once again, deceive the nations.

20.

What will he do at this time? (20:8).
Satan will deceive all nations in the four corners of the earth. All people on earth who are not already
Christians will be deceived by Satan or will be under his control due to their sinful state.

21.

What is represented by the camp of the saints and the beloved city? (20:9).
CAMP OF THE SAINTS and THE BELOVED CITY both refer to faithful Christians.

22.

Will the devil be able to destroy the church at this time? (20:9).
NO!!! When the world reaches this point, fire will come down from God and destroy Satan and his
followers. This is representative of the Second Coming of Christ. At this time, God will destroy all who
oppose Him and gather His faithful to live with Him eternally in heaven. This interpretation coincides
perfectly with 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from
heaven with his mighty angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his
power.

23.

What is illustrated by the camp of the saints being “compassed about”?
All those not IN THE CAMP (saved) will be intent on remaining in their sinful ways.

24.

What will happen to Satan and his followers when sin completely compasses about the church?
(20:9).
They will be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord.

25.

Where will the devil be cast? (20:10).
Into the Lake of Fire and Brimstone.

26.

What will happen to the earth and the heaven at this time? (20:11).
All physical things as we know them, the earth and heavens, will NO LONGER EXIST.

27.

What event will take place at this time? (20:12).
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Judgment!
28.

What books will be used to judge mankind? (20:12).
There can be little doubt concerning the identity of these books. They must represent the LAWS which
God gave man to follow. This would be the Law of Moses, as recorded in the Old Testament, and the
Law of Christ, as recorded in the New Testament. Cf., John 12:48. We who live in this present
Christian Dispensation will be judged according to the New Law which was established by Christ when
he died (cf., Hebrews 9:15-17). Those who live under the Law of Moses will be judged according to that
law.

29.

What will happen to those whose names are not found written in the Book of Life? (20:15).
They will be cast into the lake of fire.

30.

What will come into existence at this time? (21:1; 2 Peter 3:13).
A New Heaven and a New Earth.

31.

Discuss how this vision completely describes the gospel dispensation from the establishment of the
church to eternity.
If we include 21:1 with this vision, it becomes complete. All will stand before the great white throne to
be judged (v. 11). Sinners will be cast into the lake of fire (v. 15), but Christians will dwell in a new
heaven and a new earth (21:1).

Questions Based on Answers to LW’s End of Chapter 20 Questions
True/False
01. _____ Eternal separation from God is included in the meaning of the symbol: THE SECOND DEATH.
02. _____ Revelation prophesies of a time when Satan will destroy the church.
03. _____ A lake of fire awaits those whose names are not in the Book of Life.
04. _____ Satan is not yet bound.
05. _____ Christians have no part in judging wicked men.
Fill in the Blanks
06.

Satan only deceives those who ____________ God and ____________ to follow him (i.e., Satan).

07.

A ___________ would represent a powerful restraint.

08.

We reign with Christ ____ ______ ___________ (Revelation ___:10).

09.

All those not in the camp ( ___________ ), will be intent on _______________ in their ____________
ways.

10.

Sinners will be cast into the lake of __________ (v. ___), but _______________ will dwell in a new
heaven and a new earth ( ___:1).

Place the symbol in the space next to its description:
11.

_________________________ Ultimate completeness.

12.

_________________________ Faithful Christians.

13.

_________________________ Spiritual.

14.

_________________________ Non-Christians.
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15.

_________________________ Old Testament and New Testament.

Answers to Revelation 19 Questions: 01 False, 6; 02 True, 10; 03 False, 19; 04 True, 22; 05 False, 1; 06
wedding, feast, 22; 07 16, 14, 12, 9; 08 word, God, 16; 09 Genesis, 18; 10 condemn, 24; 11 White Robes & Fine
Linen, 5; 12 Lamb’s Wife, 4; 13 Rod of Iron, 17; 14 Sword Coming Out of Mouth of Christ, 15; 15 Supper of
the Great God, 19.
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle.

Revelation 20 (KJV)
1
2
3
4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

ACROSS
01) Death and hell are cast into this lake.
03) 2nd Death has no ____ on faithful
Christians.
04) Color of the throne.
06) This pit had a key.
08) As a number, non-Christians are like
it.
11) Part of the Lake of Fire.
12) Satan will be loosed a little ____.
13) This happened to books in this
chapter.
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DOWN
01) Some had a mark of the beast on
their ____.
02) After a thousand years Satan is
loosed from it.
05) Some day the thousand years will
be ____.
07) This city is the same as the Camp
of the Saints.
09) Had a key.
10) Old Serpent, the Devil, Satan.

btcRevelation …........................................…. http://maplehillchurchofchrist.blog

A Study of Revelation ………………..………………………………………………………………………….Page 142 of 158

Link to Lonnie Woodruff’s Revelation for Christians Today, online:
http://www.abiblecommentary.com/howtounderstandthebookofrevelation.htm

A Study of Revelation 21
Questions on Chapter 21,
Revelation for Christians Today, by Lonnie Woodruff--page 405-06…
01.

What is being described in chapters 21 and 22? (21:2).
The last two chapters of Revelation contain some of the most beautiful writings known to man. We often
hear passages quoted from these chapters in sermons. We also use them to reassure and comfort those
who have lost loved ones. As we study these beautiful symbols, let us keep in mind that these symbols
have figurative meanings, not literal. We have searched for figurative meanings throughout the book
and should not change our interpretation for these last two chapters.

The final section in Revelation gives a beautiful description of the holy city of God. This city is
described by using items which man considers extremely VALUABLE. For example:
1. There are twelve precious stones garnishing the foundation of the city.
2. The street is pure gold.
3. Each of the twelve gates is one giant pearl.
4. The wall is jasper.
5. The entire city is built of gold so pure it is transparent.
6. Even the light of the city is crystal clear jasper.
The wealth and value of such a city could never be measured in terms of money. The point of this
description is to show man the GREAT VALUE of the city of God. God is telling us that living in His
city is far more valuable than any wealth we could possibly acquire or imagine on this earth.
02.

Define the “Bride of Christ.” (21:9).
Without any doubt, the bride of Christ, the Lamb’s wife, refers to the church—Wh
Wherefore,
Wherefore, my brethren, ye also
dead,
ad,
are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the de
that we should bring forth fruit unto God (Romans 7:4).

03.

What physical city was the center of religious activities among the Jews?
shall
all
Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; Put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city: For henceforth there sh
no more come into thee the uncircumcised and the unclean. (Isaiah 52:1). The temple, which was the designated
place of worship to God, was located in this city. Jews from every nation would gather in Jerusalem to
worship God—And
And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven. (Acts 2:5).

04.

What spiritual city is the likeness of that physical city?
God’s chosen people of TODAY do not worship in a physical, earthly city. Instead, we worship in a
spiritual, heavenly city designed by God. That spiritual city in which all of God’s people live is THE
CHURCH. The spiritual Israel of today, Christians, are living in the spiritual city of God, THE
CHURCH—And
And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. (Galatians 3:29). And
as many as walk according to this rule, peace
peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God. (Galatians 6:16).

05.

Compare the physical Law of Moses with the spiritual Law of Christ.
Under the Law of Moses, the children of Israel experienced the PAIN AND SORROW of sin. The Law of
Moses was a law of spiritual death because it could not provide the forgiveness of sins. There are many
passages in the New Testament which confirm this…
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knowledge
ge of sin.
Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowled
(Romans 3:20).
• Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all
have sinned: (Romans 5:12).
• That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our
Lord. (Romans 5:21).
The people who lived under the Law of Moses could not experience spiritual life. They could only
experience the pain and sorrow of sin. Because of the pain and sorrow of sin, they are figuratively
described as weeping and crying and having tears in their eyes. Today, UNDER THE LAW OF
CHRIST, we have forgiveness of our sins. The tears of our spiritual sorrows have been wiped away.
•

06.

Who are members of God’s spiritual city?
In verse 2 John sees the holy city as A BRIDE ADORNED FOR HER HUSBAND. It is almost
impossible even to imagine how this vision may have appeared because it is hard to comprehend how a
city could be adorned AS A BRIDE. This is truly figurative language, and it must be interpreted by
letting the Bible define the symbols.

The first symbol which must be defined is the HOLY CITY or NEW JERUSALEM. Many commentators
today believe that this refers to heaven or that eternal abode of the saints. As we study this symbol, let
us use the Bible’s definition as given here: But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are
written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, (Hebrews 12:22-23). These
verses define the CITY OF GOD, the heavenly Jerusalem, as THE CHURCH. This must be the intended
meaning because it is also referred to as A BRIDE ADORNED FOR HER HUSBAND and we have
Romans 7:4 saying that we are married to another, even to the One Who is raised from the dead. The
church IS MARRIED to Christ today; it is the bride of Christ. We do not have to wait until judgment to
be the bride of Christ or to be married to Him. We are Christ’s bride today. Therefore, the HOLY CITY
which John saw in this vision is the spiritual city of God, THE CHURCH.
07.

What does the holy Jerusalem refer to? (21:10; Hebrews 12:22-23).
The church.

08.

From what place did the holy city descend? (21:2).
From God out of heaven. ΞΞΞ This should serve to show that the HOLY CITY and HEAVEN are two
different places. The bride of Christ, (the church) has already descended from God out of heaven. This
took place on the first Pentecost after Christ’s resurrection. Since John performed such a major part in
the establishment of the church, certainly he would have recognized that it would be symbolically
described as a holy city, a new Jerusalem, or as a bride adorned for her husband. This spiritual city,
the NEW JERUSALEM, replaced the physical city of JERUSALEM as man’s place of worship to God.
When this took place, God’s chosen people no longer dwelt in a physical earthly kingdom (Israel), but
rather in a spiritual heavenly kingdom (the church).

09.

How was this city adorned? (21:2).
Prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

10.

Does God dwell with His people today? (21:3).
Just as the tabernacle was the dwelling place of God under the old law, the church is the dwelling place
of God today—And
And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath
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said, I will dwell
dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. (2 Corinthians 6:16).
We have God dwelling with us IF we are members of His church.
11.

When did God wipe away the tears of spiritual sorrow from the eyes of men? (21:4; Isaiah 25:7-8;
2 Corinthians 3:13-16).
When they were forgiven of their sins through obedience to the gospel.
• And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither
shall there be any more
more pain: for the former things are passed away. (Revelation 21:4).
• And he will destroy in this mountain The face of the covering cast over all people, And the vail that is spread over all
nations. He will swallow up death in victory; And the Lord GOD will wipe
wipe away tears from off all faces; And the rebuke
of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: For the LORD hath spoken it. (Isaiah 25:7-8).
• And not as Moses, which put a vail over his face, that the children of Israel could not stedfastly look to the end of that
which is abolished: But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in the
reading of the old testament; which vail is done away in Christ. But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is
upon
upon their heart. Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away. (2 Corinthians 3:13-16).
These statements figuratively describe OUR spiritual situation today under the Law of Christ, as
compared to the situation of those who lived under the Law of Moses.

12.

What were the former things which have passed away? (21:4).
The context of verse 4 demands that the phrase FORMER THINGS refer to the Old Law. The
announcement is made that former things passed away, and God says in verse 5 that He has MADE ALL
THINGS NEW. In verse 6 He announces, IT IS DONE, and because of this we can partake of the
WATER OF LIFE. Revelation 22:17 explains that we can drink of that water of life TODAY. We are
able to drink of that water of life because these FORMER THINGS have passed away. The water of life
refers to the gospel, and we have that gospel because Christ did away with the Old Law of Moses and
MADE ALL THINGS NEW through His death on the cross. The Law of Moses has been done away
with; the former things are passed away. The Law of Christ is now in effect; all things are made new.
IT IS DONE, and because of this we have access to the WATER OF LIFE, which is the gospel.

13.

What were the things which were made new? (21:5).
The things which were made new are those things which took the place of the FORMER THINGS, which
have passed away (v. 4). Since the FORMER THINGS refer to the Law of Moses, then ALL THINGS
NEW would refer to the New Law of Christ. Consider: By a new and living way, which he
he hath consecrated for us,
through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; (Hebrews 10:20). This is in contrast to the Old Law which could never
take away sins—And
And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take
away sins: (Hebrews 10:11).

14.

What is available to mankind today because “it is done”? (21:6).
IT IS DONE must refer to the completing of God’s will by establishing the New Law of Faith. Notice:
When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar,
vinegar, he said, It is finished:
finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost. (John 19:30).
Obviously, one thing that was finished was Christ’s physical life, but there was probably much more
meant by that statement. Read: Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his
work. (John 4:34). Christ came to this earth to do His Father’s will, which was to fulfill the Old Law of
Moses and establish a new one. Salvation through the sacrifice Jesus made on the cross is what is
available today because of the fact that IT IS DONE!

15.

What will those who overcome inherit? (21:7).
Each of the letters to the seven churches in chapters 2 and 3 ends with a promise to those who
OVERCOME. For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our
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faith. (1 John 5:4). We overcome by being born of God, which is to be obedient to His Word—Being
Being born
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth
liveth and abideth for ever. (1 Peter 1:23).
When we become obedient to the God’s will, we overcome this world of sin and this enables us to inherit
all things which God has promised. When we overcome, we become the sons of God. We are NOW the
sons of God (as Christians), according to 1 John 3:1-2. Therefore, verse 7 is referring to
OVERCOMING this present sinful world. When we do this, we inherit spiritual blessings (Ephesians
1:3), as well as eternal life if we remain faithful (Revelation 2:10).
16.

17.

What will happen to those who do not follow the ways of God? (21:8).
They are children of the devil. Therefore, they will have their place in hell along with their master, the
devil, the one who deceived them (Revelation 20:14).
What is the second death? (21:8; 20:14).
Eternal SEPARATION from God. This is the final destruction of the soul. It is a spiritual death to
which those who oppose God will be doomed to suffer for all eternity.

18.

What is the bride, the Lamb’s wife? (21:9).
The BRIDE OF CHRIST, THE LAMB’S WIFE is a definite reference to the church. John is about to see
a vision of the church as it is described by God. This is the church which was established by Christ
when He first came to this earth, and we can be members of that church today. We do not have to wait
until Christ comes again to set up some thousand-year kingdom. IT IS PRESENT in the world today.
When Christ comes the second time, He will take those home with Him who are members of this church,
His bride, and they will spend an eternity with Him.

19.

From where does this holy city descend? (21:10, 2).
OUT OF HEAVEN from God.

20.

Describe the light of the city (21:11).
Verse 11 begins the detailed description of the holy Jerusalem, the spiritual city built by God. It is
extremely important to keep in mind that the description is FIGURATIVE! There are many who believe
that this CITY describes HEAVEN, and some even go so far as to take the dimensions of the city and
figure how many people heaven could hold. This type of thinking is totally foreign to the proper
interpretation of this book. This city is the spiritual city built by God and will hold all those people who
are obedient to His will!

The LIGHT of this city is described as being LIKE A PRECIOUS JASPER STONE which is clear as
crystal. It is hard to understand how light could be compared to a stone, but most likely the intent of
this symbol is to show THE VALUE of the light. We cannot even be certain what a jasper stone is,
although most say it is a diamond. The light of the church today is JESUS, so, likely that is the light
here intended.
21.

Describe the wall which surrounds the holy city (21:12).
This wall has TWELVE GATES and the names of the twelve tribes of Israel are written upon them.
Galatians 3:9, 16, 29 explains that the church is the SEED OF ABRAHAM, or in other words, the
church is the Israel of today. TWELVE is used in Revelation to identify organized religion. Those who
enter into the city through the gates are God’s chosen people or the Israel of today. They are the
church.

22.

Give the measurement of the wall (21:17).
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144 cubits. The number 144 itself is the key to understanding this verse. The number TWELVE refers to
the laws given by God (two of them). If we multiply 12 x 12, we get 144. The number 144 represents the
giving of the two laws, or the wall of the city, and the 144,000 (of 14:1), represents all who have obeyed
those laws and have entered in through the gates into the city.
23.
24.

Why is the number “12” used so frequently in this description?
It is the number used to represent ORGANIZED RELIGION.
Who are the twelve tribes of Israel whose names are written upon the twelve gates? (21:12).
Galatians 3:9, 16, 29 explains that the church is the SEED OF ABRAHAM, or in other words, the
church is the Israel of today.

25.

What does this wall and its gates symbolize?
Symbolic language very similar to this is used here: Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, Wasting nor
destruction within thy borders; But thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, And thy gates Praise. (Isaiah 60:18). We know
this is referring to the church because Isaiah 60:3 says this is the time when the Gentiles will come to
thy light. The Gentiles had no part in the Law of Moses, but the Law of Christ brought all men, Jew and
Gentile, under ONE LAW (Ephesians 3:6; Galatians 3:28-29). When we obey the gospel, we enter
through the GATES OF PRAISE. We pass through the WALL OF SALVATION, and receive forgiveness
of our sins. If we remain faithful, we will never die spiritually.

26.

How many foundations does the city have? (21:14).
TWELVE. Notice: Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the
household
household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;
(Ephesians 2:19-20). The foundation of the church was laid by the apostles as they proclaimed the
gospel which was given to them by inspiration.

27.

Whose names are in the foundations? (21:14; Ephesians 2:20).
THE APOSTLES.

28.

Give the measurements of the city. (21:16).
TWELVE THOUSAND FURLONGS. This would be about 1500 miles. We need to realize that the
number 12,000 is figurative! It is used to describe the church. The number TWELVE is descriptive of
organized religion which has been set up by God. The Old Law was given to the TWELVE tribes of
Israel, and the Law of Christ was given by the TWELVE APOSTLES. If we take the number 1,000
(symbolizing ultimate completeness) and multiply it by 12, we have 12,000 which represents the
complete, religious city of God. All who have ever lived and been obedient to God’s commands are
inside the wall of this city. This is A FIGURATIVE MEASUREMENT OF A SPIRITUAL CITY.

29.

What are the wall and the city built of? (21:18).
The wall was JASPER and the city was PURE GOLD. Absolutely nothing is more valuable!

30.

What is embedded in the foundation of the walls of the city? (21:19).
All manner of precious stones. The giving of the Law of Christ (herein represented) was the most
valuable gift man has ever received because it gave him salvation from his sins.

31.

What are the twelve gates made of? (21:21).
TWELVE PEARLS. This illustrates that obedience to God’s commandments and entrance into this city
are PRICELESS.
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32.

Describe the street of the city. (21:21; Isaiah 35:8).
PURE GOLD as if it were transparent glass. This illustrates the enormous VALUE of the city. And an
highway
highway shall be there, and a way, And it shall be called The way of holiness; The unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for
those: The wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein. (Isaiah 35:8). This is a SPIRITUAL CITY with only
ONE STREET: the street of RIGHTEOUSNESS. It is the way that leads to eternal life. The street of
gold, the way of holiness, is located in the church today, and only the redeemed may walk there—No
No lion
shall be there, Nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, It shall not be found there; But the redeemed shall walk there: (Isaiah
35:9).

33.

Why is there no physical temple in this city? (21:22).
The church today has no need of a physical temple because God and Christ dwell in it. The church IS
the temple, or tabernacle, and God dwells in it with His people today.

34.

Who is the light of the church? (21:23; John 8:12).
The glory of God and Christ is the LIGHT of the church today. The spiritual kingdom of God has no
need of the physical lights which illuminate this earth. The sun shall be no more thy light by day; Neither for
brightness shall the moon give light unto thee:
thee: But the LORD shall be unto thee an everlasting light, And thy God thy glory. Thy
sun shall no more go down; Neither shall thy moon withdraw itself: For the LORD shall be thine everlasting light, And the days
days of
thy mourning shall be ended. (Isaiah 60:19-20)—a prophecy of the coming of the church.

35.

Who walks on the street of the city? (21:24; Isaiah 35:8-9).
THE NATIONS OF THEM WHICH ARE SAVED. The street of gold, the way of holiness, is located in
the church today, and only the redeemed may walk there—No
No lion shall be there, Nor any ravenous beast shall go
up thereon, It shall not be found there; But the redeemed shall walk there: (Isaiah 35:9).

36.

Why are the gates of the city never closed? (21:25).
The gates to the church are never closed. A person may obey the gospel and enter in through the gates
into the spiritual city of God at any time, day or night. In ancient times, the gates to the cities were
closed at night for protection from their enemies. Because of this, no one could enter into the city at
night. This IS NOT SO with God’s city because there is no night there. Therefore, the gates are never
closed. Entrance to the church is possible at any time.

37.

What cannot enter into the city? (21:27).
Anything that defiles or works abomination or makes a lie.

38.

Who are residents of this spiritual city? (21:27).
The ones who have their names written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.

39.

Discuss the value of the church and the importance of being a member of it.
There is not one thing that could be as important as or more important than being a member of it!!!!!!!
Questions Based on Answers to LW’s End of Chapter 21 Questions

True/False
01. _____ The church is referred to as THE LAMB’S WIFE.
02. _____ Christians must wait for heaven to have God dwelling with them.
03. _____ The number SEVEN is the most often used number in this chapter.
04. _____ The gates of the city were made of pure gold.
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05. _____ For Christians, the tears of our spiritual sorrows have been wiped away.
Fill in the Blanks
06.

Since the FORMER THINGS refer to the _________ of ___________, then ALL THINGS NEW
would refer to the _________ _________ of ____________.

07.

The FOUNDATION of the church was laid by _______ ______________ as they ________________
the ____________ which the received by inspiration.

08.

The city of this chapter is described by using items which man considers _______________
______________.

09.

Three passages which describe the Christian’s spiritual condition TODAY include: ________________
21:4; ____________ 25:7-8; and ___________________3:13-16.

10.

Those who enter into the city through the gates are God’s ____________ people or the ____________
of today.

Place the symbol in the space next to its description:
11.

_________________________

12.

_________________________

13.

_________________________

14.

_________________________

15.

_________________________

Answers to Revelation 20 Questions: 01 True, 2; 02 False, 22; 03 True, 29; 04 False, 14; 05 False, 17, 20:4; 06 reject,
choose, 18; 07 chain, 15; 08 on, the, earth, 5, #7; 09 saved, remaining, sinful, 23; 10 fire, 15, Christians, 21, #31;
11 10 x 10 x 10 = 1000, #9; 12 Camp of Saints or Beloved City, 21; 13 The First Resurrection, 13; 14 Rest of the
Dead, 10; 15 The Books Opened, 28.
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VII. Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can
find them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the
good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

ABOMINABLE
EARTH
GREAT
LIGHT
NEITHER
SHEW
THREE

ANGEL
FIRST
HEAVEN
LIKE
PASSED
STONE
TWELVE
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HOLY
MEASURE
PEARL
THERE
WALL

CITY
GATE
JASPER
MORE
SAID
THEREOF

COME
GLORY
LAMB
NAMES
SEVEN
THING
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle.
Revelation 21 (KJV)
1
2

3
4
5

6

7

8

9
10

11

12

ACROSS
02) The pure gold was like ____ glass.
05) Each gate was one.
07) There were 3 gates on the ____.
09) Twelve were apostles of the ____.
11) There were 12 of them garnished
with precious stones.
12) A number found 8 times in the
chapter.
13) There were 12 of them spoken of in 5
verses.
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DOWN
01) Described as NEW and HOLY.
02) These words are ____ and faithful.
03) The saved will ____ in the light of
the city.
04) And the city lies ____.
06) One of the groups that WILL
experience the 2nd Death
08) A golden reed was used to ____ the
city.
10) God will do this to tears.
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IX.

EXTRA CREDIT FOR “SUPER” Bible Students...
Will you please consider answering these three SIMPLE questions based on the Bible text of this
chapter? I will try to make use of your answers. Bring them with you next week. Tear out this last sheet
from the Study Guide and be prepared to put it in a basket. I think it will be a great help to all of those in
the class if you will do so. Thank you in advance for your marvelous cooperation!
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Link to Lonnie Woodruff’s Revelation for Christians Today, online:
http://www.abiblecommentary.com/howtounderstandthebookofrevelation.htm

A Study of Revelation 22
Revelation for Christians Today, by Lonnie Woodruff--page 421[Answers from DRL]…
01.
02.
03.

04.

05.

06.
07.

08.

Where does our water of life originate? (22:1)
The throne of God and of the Lamb.
What is our water of life? (22:1)
It is the gospel given to man by God.
Who may partake of this water of life? (22:17)
This river of water of life FLOWS IN THE WORLD TODAY. In verse 17, everyone, is invited to partake
of this water of life. It would be IMPOSSIBLE to go to heaven to partake of it. Therefore, it must be
LOCATED IN THIS WORLD. It is in the world; it is located IN THE CHURCH. It is our duty as
Christians to spread the gospel and make this WATER OF LIFE available to all mankind. It must
FLOW OUT from the church today!
Where is the TREE OF LIFE located? (22:2)
In the middle of its street and, and on either side of the river. The meaning of this TREE OF LIFE can
be derived from the Old Testament. In the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve had access to a tree of life
which would have enabled them to live forever in their physical bodies (Genesis 2.9). TODAY, we have
access to the tree of life which will enable us to live spiritually forever. When an individual partakes of
this spiritual water of life, he enters into God’s city where he has constant access to the spiritual tree of
life. Jesus said... John 14.6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through Me (NKJV). Christ IS OUR SPIRITUAL TREE OF LIFE. If we are
faithful to Him, we will be able to live spiritually forever!
The leaves of the tree are used for what? (22:2)
The KEY to understanding this symbolism is to know that TWELVE is used to represent organized
religion. To yield TWELVE manners of fruit would mean to yield spiritual fruit. As people obey the
gospel and enter into the spiritual city of God, this tree of life is yielding spiritual fruit. To yield fruit
every month shows that this is a continual process. The basic meaning of this verse is that Christ, WHO
IS OUR SPIRITUAL TREE OF LIFE, is continually yielding spiritual fruit. This is being accomplished
today as Christians preach the gospel and convert those who would otherwise be lost in sin.
Who has a right to the tree of life? (22:14)
Those who do His commandments.
Why was the old Law of Moses a curse to those who lived under it? (22:3)
This verse points to the DIFFERENCE between the Old Law and the New. Those who lived under the
old Law of Moses were under a curse because the ONLY way they could obtain righteousness in God’s
sight was to LIVE THAT LAW PERFECTLY. Obviously, this was impossible for man. Thus, Christ
came to earth, lived the perfect life, and became the perfect sacrifice, so we would no longer be under
the curse of the Old Law. Galatians 3.10-11 For as many as are of the works of the law are under
the curse; for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things which are
written in the book of the law, to do them.” But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of
God is evident, for “the just shall live by faith” (NKJV). TODAY, we are no longer under the curse
of the Old Law. We are under a New Law—the Law of Faith. Galatians 3.23-26 But before faith
came, we were kept under guard by the law, kept for the faith which would afterward be revealed.
Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after
faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ
Jesus (NKJV).
How do we as members of the church symbolically see the face of our Lord? (22:4)
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09.

10.

11.
12.

13.

14.

Two Possibilities exist. First, this may be referring to our reward which we will eventually receive in
heaven because we have been faithful to God. Second, this may be a figurative statement symbolizing
the closeness of the relationship Christians have with their Lord today. For example, 1 Corinthians
13.12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I
shall know just as I also am known (NKJV). Here, the IN PART things referring to the spiritual gifts
of the first century church; the PERFECT, referring to the completed written revelation that we now
have. It is likely that seeing Him face to face is possible in that we now have the completed written
revelation and this makes it possible to come into a close relationship with God and Christ by studying
and applying it to our lives.
Who provides the spiritual light of the church? (22:5)
The Lord God. John 8.12 Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. He
who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life” (NKJV).
When did our reign with Christ begin?
In verse 5 this must refer to our eternal reign, but we must remember that our reign has already begun.
When we overcome this world of sin by becoming Christians, we begin reigning with Christ. Remember,
Revelation 20.4 And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them.
Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word
of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their
foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years (NKJV).
How long will our reign last? (22:5)
If Christians remain faithful, they shall continue to reign with Him throughout eternity.
What type of people are located outside the church? (22:15)
All manner of sinners. Those who have not obeyed the commandments of God and have not entered into
the city are living in a world of sin. The ONLY WAY to escape a life of sin is to obey the commandments
of God and enter into the holy city.
WHY does Jesus describe Himself as the following...
a. The root and offspring of David (22:16)? To be the offspring of David would mean that Jesus was
born (sprang) from the seed of David. A root is the structure which anchors a plant and supplies
its nourishment. With this in mind, it is unnatural for us to think of something as being BOTH
the root and offspring of anything. But this is exactly what Christ was. he not only came from
the seed of David, he was also the root of David. The Law of Moses was given to the Israelite
nation to prepare the people for the coming of the Messiah. Galatians 3.19 What purpose then
does the law serve? It was added because of transgressions, till the Seed should come to
whom the promise was made; and it was appointed through angels by the hand of a
mediator (NKJV). This seed is referring to Christ. Therefore, Christ was the reason the Law of
Moses was given to the Jewish nation of which David once reigned as king. So, Christ not only
was the offspring of David, He was the root also.
b. The bright and morning star (22:16)? To be identified as a STAR shows the GREATNESS of an
individual. We even use this same type of terminology today to describe people whom we
consider to be important or well known. Christ was a BRIGHT STAR—the brightest of all. He
gave mankind the most wonderful gift of all. he gave us the opportunity to live forever. Further,
a morning star is one which shines brightly just before the dawn of a NEW DAY. A new day
represents the coming of a new era which is better than the previous one. This also describes
Jesus perfectly.
Who invites anyone who will to “come”? (22:17)
The Holy Spirit and the church. Through the Word, the Holy Spirit constantly bids all to come. We in
the church should constantly bid those who are lost in a world of sin to come in. This is further proof
that the beautiful city described in these last two chapters is THE CHURCH. Revelation 21.9 Then one
of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with the seven last plagues came to me and
talked with me, saying, “Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife” (NKJV). This verse
tells us that this city is a description of the bride of Christ. In verse 17, the bride is bidding all who will
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15.
16.

17.
18.
19.
20.

to come. The church IS NOT bidding people to come into our final dwelling place of heaven! The
church is bidding all who will obey the commands of God to come into it.
How is this invitation given?
By the church preaching the gospel.
What is the symbolic meaning of being “athirst”? (22:17)
This is reference to the person who desires the truth and seeks to find it. Matthew 5.6 Blessed are those
who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be filled (NKJV). When a person seeks and
finds the truth, he/she may enter into God’s city. Anyone who is thirsty for righteousness may take of the
water of life which runs out from the throne of God through His city (vv., 1-2). This WATER OF LIFE is
referring to the gospel. All who are obedient to it will be added unto God’s kingdom and have the
promise of eternal life if they remain faithful (v. 19).
What will happen to anyone who adds unto the prophecy of this book? (22:18)
To him will be added the PLAGUES that are written of in this book.
What will happen to anyone who takes away from the sayings of this book? (22:18)
God will take away his part out of the Book of Life, and out of the Holy City.
What does it mean to have our part taken out of the holy city? (22:19)
To be LOST, having our names removed from the Book of Life, and to miss the heavenly reward.
Discuss God’s view of His church compared to the way many people of the world view it,
God views it as being of the greatest most supreme value. Best seen in the price that God paid for it...
Acts 20.28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has
made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. On
the other hand, most people DO NOT SEEM TO UNDERSTAND THE CHURCH AS HAVING SUCH
VALUE! They sometimes even speak of: “Give me Christ, not the church.” The one is not possible to
have without the other, and that kind of language shows ignorance of the value God places on the
church!
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Questions Based on Answers to LW’s End of Chapter 22 Questions
True/False
01. _____ Brother Woodruff suggests six ways we may be able to SEE the face of the Lord.
02. _____ The WATER OF LIFE must flow out from the church today.
03. _____ There is a difference in the punishment for adding to God’s Word and taking away from it.
04. _____ Reigning with Christ begins in heaven.
05. _____ The invitation of verse 17 is extended by the church preaching the gospel.
Fill in the Blanks
06.

To say: “Give me Christ, not the church,” displays an _______________ of the ___________ God
places on the ____________.

07.

Christ not only was the _______________ of ___________, He was the __________ also.

08.

When an individual partakes of the _______________ water of __________, he/she enters into God’s
__________, where he/she has _____________ ____________ to the spiritual tree of life.

09.

Christ came to ___________, lived the _____________ life, and became the ____________ sacrifice, so
we would no longer be under the ___________ of the Old Law.

10.

The __________ _________ to escape a life of sin is to __________ the commandments of God and
enter into the __________ __________.

Place the symbol in the space next to its description:
11.

_________________________ Shows GREATNESS of an individual.

12.

_________________________ The gospel given to man by God.

13.

_________________________ To be lost and to miss the heavenly reward.

14.

_________________________ The spiritual light of the church.

15.

_________________________ Continually yield spiritual fruit.

Answers to Revelation 21 Questions: 01 True, 2; 02 False, 10; 03 False, 23; 04 False, 31; 05 True, 5; 06 law, Moses,
new, law, Christ, 13; 07 the, apostles, proclaimed, gospel, 26; 08 extremely valuable, 1; 09 Revelation, Isaiah, 2
Corinthians; 10 chosen, Israel, 21; 11 Street of Gold, 35; 12 Holy Jerusalem, or Bride of Christ, 7; 13 It is Done,
14; 14 City of Pure Gold, 29; 15 Former Things Passed Away, 12.
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VII. Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can
find them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the
good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

ANGEL
EVER
JESUS
PROPHECY
SENT
THERE

BEHOLD
EVERY
LAMB
PROPHETS
SERVANTS
THINGS
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BLESSED
FRUIT
LIFE
QUICKLY
SHEW
THRONE

BOOK
HEARD
LIGHT
RIVER
STILL
THREE

COME
HOLY
LORD
SAITH
TAKE
WATER
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle.
Revelation 22 (KJV)
1
2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

ACROSS
02) Clear as ____.
03) Adverb modifying come/coming 3
times.
06) The river of the water of life was
doing this from God’s throne.
08) Leaves were for healing this.
11) Water of, tree of, and Book of ____.
12) Jesus said it was with Him.
14) The Lord’s servants will have His
name here.
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DOWN
01) These might be added.
04) Outside the holy city are ____.
05) Alpha equals ____.
07) Tenth word from the final AMEN.
09) Described as holy.
10) Jesus is both his root and
offspring.
13) Describes the water of life.
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IX.

EXTRA CREDIT FOR “SUPER” Bible Students...
Will you please consider answering these three SIMPLE questions based on the Bible text of this
chapter? I will try to make use of your answers. Bring them with you next week. Tear out this last sheet
from the Study Guide and be prepared to put it in a basket. I think it will be a great help to all of those in
the class if you will do so. Thank you in advance for your marvelous cooperation!
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