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A Study of John 1
I.

Important WORDS/PHRASES…
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

1:1… THE WORD—“Jesus is called ‘the Word,’ because a word is both the revelation and expression
of an idea; and he is the full and complete revelation of deity (the divine nature) to the world (Col
2.9; Heb 1.1-3). It is asserted in John 1.18 that he ‘declared’ the Father, literally, interpreted him,
made him known to man” [Guy N. Woods, A Commentary on the Gospel According to John, p. 22].
1.4… THE LIFE WAS THE LIGHT OF MEN—“He is both the creator and the sustainer of life and is by his
own declaration’ the light of the world’ (John 8.12). It is noteworthy that the words light and life
occur with great frequency in the writings of John, the apostle, which include the Gospel of John, the
Epistles of John, and the Revelation. Jesus is the light of men because his teaching is to the mind of
men the illuminating factor as natural light is to the eye. The life which is in him is the sum of all life
physical, spiritual, and eternal since he is the giver and preserver of life. It is said that ‘In him was
life,’ because he has the power which creates life and sustains it.” [Woods, p. 25].
1.8… BEAR WITNESS—“John bore witness to Christ (1) by testifying to his identity through
inspiration of the Holy Spirit (John 1.33,34); (2) by proving from the Old Testament scriptures that
Jesus was the expected Messiah; (3) by fulfilling the prophecy that one was to come in the spirit and
power of Elijah to prepare the way for the Messiah (Mal 3.1; 4.5); and (4) by actually introducing
Jesus to the people, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God” [Woods, p. 27].
1.11… HIS OWN … HIS OWN—“These two expressions are ot the same in Greek, and they should not
be the same in English (as they are in KJV). The first is neuter and so means ‘His own things.’ The
second is masculine, ‘His own people.’ This distinction should be brought out in any accurate
translation. The first clause may be translated, ‘He came to his own home’ (RSV)—the Promised
Land, Jerusalem, the Temple. Arndt and Gingrich translate the second clause: ‘His own people did
not accept him’ (p. 619). The Greek verb here is not the simple lambano, ‘receive,’ but the
compound paralambano, ‘take to oneself,’ and so ‘accept.’ What the Gospel show repeatedly is that
Jesus’ own people did not accept Him; instead they rejected Him as their Messiah” [Ralph Earle,
Word Meanings in the New Testament, p. 82].
1.12… BELIEVE—“Mere consent that Christ is the Son of God never saved anyone; the Greek word
[pisteuo] combines the two elements ‘trust’ and ‘obedience.’ This fact is clearly evident in John
3:36, where this Greek word is used twice, once translated in the ASV as ‘believeth’ and the other
time as ‘obeyeth.’ Note: ‘He that believeth on the Son hath eternal life; but he that obeyeth not the
Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him.’ One must believe ‘on his name,’ getting
into Christ where is salvation (John 3:15-16). His name stands for His person; no one rejecting the
Deity of Christ has the privilege of being saved. Those trusting in Christ will be baptized into Christ,
where salvation is (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Gal. 3:26-27)” [Curtis Cates, in Studies in John, Edited
by Dub McClish, p. 39].
1.14… GLORY—“Not the absolute glory of the Eternal Word, which could belong only to His preexistent state, and to the conditions subsequent to his exaltation; but His glory revealed under human
limitations both in Himself and in those who beheld Him. The reference is again to the Old
Testament manifestations of the divine glory, in the wilderness (Ex 16:10; Exo 24:16, etc.); in the
temple (1Kgs 8:11); to the prophets (Isa 6:3; Ezk 1:28). The divine glory flashed out in Christ from
time to time, in His transfiguration (Luke 9:31; compare 2 Pt 1:16, 2 Pt 1:17) and His miracles (John
2:11; 11:4, 40), but appeared also in His perfect life and character, in His fulfillment of the absolute
idea of manhood.” [Vincent’s Word Studies].
1.24… PHARISEES—“Why they are particularly mentioned is not certainly known. Many of the
“Sadducees” came to his baptism (Matthew 3.7), but it seems that they did not join in sending to him
to know what was the design of John. This circumstance is one of those incidental and delicate
btcJohn............................ Created by: David Lemmons ……. http://maplehillchurchofchrist.blog

A Study of John ………………..……………………………………………………………………………….Page 2 of 155

•

•

II.

allusions which would occur to no impostor in forging a book, and which show that the writers of
the New Testament were honest men and knew what they affirmed” [Barnes’ Notes].
1.38… RABBI—“By the way in which John explains Jewish words and customs, it becomes apparent
that his Gospel was written for Gentiles as well as for Jews. Some take these explanations as
evidence that John's Gospel was written after the destruction of the temple at Jerusalem. They are
indeed a slight evidence of this, for it is more expedient to explain a custom which has ceased to
exist than one which survives to explain itself” [J.W. McGarvey, Fourfold Gospel].
1.49-51…SEE GREATER THINGS—“Because of his great faith, Nathanael would see even greater
things, the Lord told him. ‘Amen, amen’ (verily, verily), Nathaniel would see Heaven opened in a
figurative sense through the redemption made possible in Christ. His blood, that great cleansing
fountain flowing from Calvary, would make it possible through God’s grace for all to enter the
Heavenly places—the church—and ultimately to enter the eternal home of the soul, the great
antitype of Jacob’s dream in Genesis 28.10-22. Christ is one’s only possible link to heaven and
eternal glory” [Cates, p. 44].

Chronology.
BIBLE PERIOD: The Period of the Christ.
Time Estimates from the Reese Chronological Bible:
• John 1.1-2… Eternity Past
• John 1.3… 3975 B.C.
• John 1.4-5… 5 B.C.
• John 1.6-51… A.D. 25

III.

IV.

Summary.
Contents: Deity of Christ. Ministry of John the Baptist. Jesus announced as the Lamb of God, and the
first converts to Him.
Characters: God, Jesus, John the Baptist, Moses, Elias, Isaiah, Pharisees, Andrew, Simon, Philip,
Nathaniel.
Conclusion: The Son of God became the Son of Man that the sons of men through Him might become
the sons of God. The next thing to finding Him as the Lamb of God is to find another and
introduce that one to Him.
Key Word: The Word, v. 1.
Strong Verses: 12, 13, 14, 17, 29.
Striking Facts: v. 12. To teach “believing on Christ” for salvation proves His deity. If He was a created
or finite being, to teach eternal salvation by believing on Him is blasphemy. Only God can bring
eternal life by belief in Himself. To experience new life by believing proves that Jesus was God
manifest in the flesh. (See Jer. 17:5.)
--Keith Brooks, Summarized Bible, p. 29.
Outline. From NKJV Headings…
01.
The Deity of Christ (John 1.1-2).
02.
The Pre-incarnate Work of Christ (3-5).
03.
The Forerunner of Christ (6-8).
04.
The Rejection of Christ (9-11).
05.
The Acceptance of Christ (12-13).
06.
The Incarnation of Christ (14-19).
07.
John’s Witness to the Priests and Levites (19-28; Matthew 3.1-12; Mark 1.2-8; Luke 3.3-16).
08.
John’s Witness at Christ’s Baptism (29-34; Matthew 3.13-17; Mark 1.9-11; Luke 3.21-22).
09.
Andrew and Peter Follow Christ (35-42).
10.
Philip and Nathanael Follow Christ (43-51).
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V.

Questions.
01.
02.
03.
04.
05.

True or False
_____ Jesus is only spoken of as THE WORD in the first verse.
_____ Jesus found no Israelites to praise in this chapter.
_____ IN THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER, in this chapter, has reference to Father Abraham.
_____ John was sent from God.
_____ John was baptizing on the other side of the Jordan River.
FOUND IT IN VERSE NUMBER(s)…

06.

_____ Two finders (thus, at least two verses).

07.

_____ One Whom the world did not know.

08.

_____ Translation of the word: RABBI.

09.

_____ John did not claim to be THAT PROPHET.

10.

_____ Mention of being born of God.
Short Answers

11.

John was sent to do what in connection to THE LIGHT: __________ _____________.

12.

John’s confession was: “I am _________ the ____________.”

13.

Nathanael’s confession was: “__________ art the _________ of _________.”

14.

The prophet quoted who spoke about John in the wilderness was: ____________.

15.

The 3-word description of Jesus which is repeated in this chapter:
_____________________________________________________
Each Question is worth 7 Points
My Score is: ________
Answers will be found on next week’s handout

VI.

Lessons & Applications.
•

•

•

AND WITHOUT HIM WAS NOT ANY THING MADE THAT WAS MADE (John 1.3). “Literally, not even one thing
(oude een) has been made except by him. Not one tiny portion of the atom, smallest of the world’s
building blocks, came into existence apart from his creative powers (Col 1.15-17). Here is clear and
unmistakable denial of the eternity of matter” [Woods, p. 24].
POWER TO BECOME (John 1.12). “Here is clear and convincing evidence that the act of believing does
NOT constitute one a child of God as the advocates of the doctrine of justification by faith only
affirm. The verbs received and gave in this verse are aorists and thus are contemporary in time.
Those who ‘received’ him, Jesus ‘gave’ the ‘privilege’ of becoming children of God. The word
‘privilege” is translated from the Greek word exousian and means ‘right’ or ‘privilege.’ Greek
lexicons render it ‘liberty of action.’ The believer thus has the privilege to proceed with his
obedience which includes repentance, confession, and baptism in water for or unto the remission of
sins (Acts 2.38; Rom 10.10; 1 Pet 3.21)” [Woods, p. 29-30].
DWELT (John 1.14). “The word ‘dwelt’ has the marginal reading, tabernacled, the literal significance
of the word in the Greek text. It means to pitch one’s tent. A tent or tabernacle, as conceived in this
passage, is a very temporary abode and thus the word indicates the brief span involved by our Lord
in the flesh. The word is used to describe the earthly house of us all by Paul in 2 Corinthians 5.1”
[Woods, p. 32].
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NO MAN HATH SEEN GOD AT ANY TIME (1.18). “Through visions, dreams, theophanies, and the like,
men were privileged in the Old Testament period on rare occasions to see manifestations of God
(Num 12.8; Isa 6.1; John5.37; 6.46; 1 John 4.12), yet they were far removed from his essence or
nature; but, Jesus was not, and being in such close proximity with the Father knew him perfectly and
revealed him to the world more fully than ever before. He is the imprint, the ‘express image’ of the
Father (Heb 1.3)” [Woods, p. 36].
• MAKE STRAIGHT THE WAY OF THE LORD, AS SAID THE PROPHET ESAIAS (1.23). “Isaiah’s statement, from
which John’s reply was taken, is found in Isaiah 40.3-5, and should be read at this time. It was
apparently fashioned after a well-known practice among Oriental monarchs. It was their custom,
when they were about to travel through any part of their dominion, to send heralds before them to
announce their coming, and to see that the highways over which they were to pass were in order.
Any obstacle which might be in the way had to be removed, and all rough places had to be made
smooth. And if no highway existed in that part of the country, then one would have to be made, even
if it required the filling up of valleys and other low places, and the cutting down of mountains and
hills. All of this was a striking illustration of the leveling influence which John the Baptist came to
exert; and if one is a careful reader of the New Testament, he will see that the same principle is to be
followed by gospel preachers today (cf., 2 Timothy 4.1-5)” [Leslie G. Thomas, Teacher’s Annual
Lesson Commentary, 1969, p. 12].
• John 1.40-45… S.D. Gordon calls this one of the FAMOUS PERSONAL WORK CHAPTERS of
the New Testament. There are, as the reader can see, three FINDETHS in it…
1. Andrew FINDETH his own brother,
2. Jesus FINDETH Philip, and
3. Philip, in turn, FINDETH Nathanael.
… John 1.45… Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have found him, of whom Moses in the law,
and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. How instinctive and natural it is for one
who has found the Christ to tell someone else, and especially those whom he knows, about Him. No
one told Andrew and Philip to go out, seek others, and bring them to Christ; and yet as soon as they
realized that they had found the Messiah, they shared with others their conviction.
DRL Note: Leslie Thomas goes on to discuss other passages under two more headings: A Natural
Consequence (Proverbs 11.30); and, The Glorious Reward (Daniel 12.2-3; James 5.19-20) [Leslie
G. Thomas, “Winning Others to Christ,” in Teacher’s Annual Lesson Commentary, 1961, pp.28588].
4. OF WHOM MOSES IN THE LAW, AND THE PROPHETS, WROTE (1.45). “Jewish theologians, unwilling to
accept Jesus as the fulfillment of these prophecies, and unable to explain them otherwise, now assert
that they were never intended to be interpreted literally, but are merely figurative allusions to a
golden age of Jewry in which every man will sit under his own vine and fig tree and peace and
tranquility will return to Israel. There is no truth in their affirmations and it is tragic that they do not
follow the course of the honest and candid Nathanael” [Woods, pp., 45-46].
•
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VII. Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can
find them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the
good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

ANSWER
COMETH
JESUS
PETER
SAME
WORD

BAPTIZE
CRIED
JOHN
PHILIP
SENT
WORLD

CAME
FOLLOW
LIGHT
PROPHET
THEN

CHRIST
GRACE
MADE
SAID
THING

COME
INTERPRETED
NATHANAEL
SAITH
WITNESS
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle.
John 1 (KJV)
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

ACROSS
02) Bethsaida was the city of ____ and
Peter.
06) MESSIAH ____ is the Christ.
08) Besides the priests, they asked:
WHO ART THOU?
09) Light shineth in ____ and the ___
comprehended it not.
10) John’s sign was the Spirit
descending and ____ on one.
13) ____ told Nathanael to come and see
14) Can there any good thing come out
of ____?

DOWN
01) Jesus spoke of them ascending and
descending.
03) The Spirit descended from heaven
like one.
04) The voice of one crying in the ____.
05) Where Jesus found Philip
07) Jesus said of him: “… in who is no
guile.”
11) Jesus was full of ____ and truth.
12) And the Word was made ____.
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IX.

Links.

for John Chapter ONE…

These links are to the writings of men and not to inspired Scripture, thus care and caution in weighing the conclusions is always wise.
Some are not really links, but listing of material commonly available in books and publications.

•

A GREAT chart on the SEVEN SIGNS of John’s Gospel: http://bit.ly/KXdrxi

•

J.W. McGarvey’s Fourfold Gospel on John 1…
http://www.studylight.org/com/tfg/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=1

•

Burton Coffman’s Commentary on John 1…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bcc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=1

•

Albert Barnes, Barnes Notes on the Whole Bible, on John 1…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bnb/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=1

•

Joseph Benson’s Commentary on the Old and New Testaments, on John 1…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rbc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=1

•

Robertson’s Word Pictures in the New Testament, on John 1…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rwp/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=1

•

Vincent’s Word Studies on John 1…
http://www.studylight.org/com/vnt/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=1

•

Schaff’s Popular Commentary on the New Testament, on John 1
http://www.studylight.org/com/scn/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=1
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A Study of John 2
I.

Important Words and Phrases…
• 2.3… THEY HAVE NO WINE—“In the closely knit communities of Jesus’ day, such an error would never
be forgotten and would haunt the newly married couple all their lives. The situation prompted
Mary’s urgency when she informed Jesus of the emergency” [Merrill C. Tenney, The Gospel of
John,Vol 9:The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, p. 42].
• 2.4… WHAT HAVE I TO DO WITH THEE?-- Greek “Woman, what to me and to you?” (an idiom). The
phrase τί ἐμοὶ καὶ σοί, γύναι (ti emoi kai soi, gunai) is Semitic in origin. The equivalent Hebrew
expression in the Old Testament had two basic meanings: (1) When one person was unjustly
bothering another, the injured party could say “What to me and to you?” meaning, “What have I
done to you that you should do this to me?” (Judg 11:12, 2 Chr 35:21, 1 Kgs 17:18). (2) When
someone was asked to get involved in a matter he felt was no business of his, he could say to the one
asking him, “What to me and to you?” meaning, “That is your business, how am I involved?” (2 Kgs
3:13, Hos 14:8). Option (1) implies hostility, while option (2) implies merely disengagement. Mere
disengagement is almost certainly to be understood here as better fitting the context [The NET
Bible].
||||||||||
Though the quote above is a good word study, the context that follows seems
to make plain that there was somewhat of a sermon being preached here to Mary that things are
changed now in their relationship. He will be about His ministry into which the Father has sent Him
and she will not be able to make demands upon Him.
||||||||||
I really like Milligan’s
description here: “The absolute singleness with which Jesus listens to the voice of His heavenly
Father is the point to be brought out. Had it been consistent with His mission to lend help at the
summons of any human authority, no bidding would have been so powerful as that of His mother”
[William Milligan, A Popular Commentary on the New Testament, Edited by Philip Schaff, eSword].
• 2.7… TWO OR THREE FIRKINS—If each water-pot contained 2 ½ firkins, the total would be about 130
gallons [Milligan].
• 2.10… AND WHEN MEN HAVE WELL DRUNK—Scholars can be lined up on each side of the issue of what
this expression means. Does it mean intoxicated? Is it a comment about the taste buds of the drinkers
not being able to distinguish good taste as the drinking continues? Personally, I will stick with the
second possibility. I am driven to this position by simple logic. One perspective is this: “To suggest
that Jesus would provide more intoxicating beverage to a group of already intoxicated men and
women and then send the Holy Spirit to inspire Paul to warn Christians not to be ‘drunken with wine
wherein is riot’ (Ephesians 5.18), would be a contradiction too great for a rational person to
accept” [Tim Nichols, Studies in John, ADL 1999, p. 48]. For me, the greatest hurdle for believing
this wine Jesus made was intoxicating is Habakkuk 2.15—Woe unto him that giveth his neighbour drink,
That puttest thy bottle to him, and makest him drunken also, That thou mayest look on their nakedness! Who is
willing to level the charge that Jesus violated this PLAIN Old Testament constraint? There are three
excellent discussions of this matter in the 1999 ADL book; also, W.D. Jeffcoat exhaustively treats
the matter in the Power Lectures Book for 2001. I dealt with the text on the Walking in Truth Radio
Program, on 19 January 2014, and that audio file is available at: http://maplehillchurchorchrist.org
• 2.11… MIRACLES—“The Greek word is semeion. … In John’s Gospel it is translated ‘miracle’ 13
times and ‘sign’ 4 times. Unfortunately, this obscures the true meaning of semeion, which is ‘sign.’
The three Synoptic Gospels describe Jesus’ miracles mostly as dynameis—literally ‘powers,’ but
usually and properly translated (in KJV) as ‘might works.’ John, on the other hand, is concerned to
show that Jesus’ miracles—of which he only relates 7—had spiritual significance. For instance,
feeding the 5,000 illustrated the fact that He was the Bread of Life (6.35); and raising Lazarus
underscored the truth that He was the Resurrection and the Life (11.25). So John regularly refers to
Jesus’ miracles as ‘signs.’” [Ralph Earle, Word Meanings in the New Testament, pp., 83-84].
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•

•

•

||||||||||
“Some hold that John has a scheme of seven signs, culminating in the resurrection of
Lazarus; others link the feeding of the five thousand and the walking on the water (John 6) as one
sign, making the seventh the resurrection of Jesus himself. Because John does not specifically label
all the miracles ‘signs,’ it is hard to be certain that John intended either outline … What is clear is
that this first sign is linked with the summary statement of the purpose of the book in 20.30-31”
[D.A. Carson, Pillar Commentary on John, p. 175].
2.13… PASSOVER—“to pasca strictly denotes the Passover celebration held on the night of 14-15
Nissan, which was followed by the Feast of Unleavened Bread, 15-21 Nissan. In later Judaism [i.e.,
the first century, DRL] the two feasts were combined under the one term and called the Passover”
TEMPLE
[George Beasley-Murray, John, Word Biblical Commentary, Vol 36, p. 37].
||||||||||
“to ieron = the whole temple complex, including the sanctuary, ancillary buildings, and courts (here
the courts are in mind, probably the court of the Gentiles, cf., Mark 11.17). The sanctuary proper = o
naov, as in vv. 19-20)” [Beasley-Murray, p. 36].
2.14… THOSE THAT SOLD—“The sale of cattle and doves and the privilege of exchanging money were
permitted in the temple court as a convenience for pilgrims who would need animals for sacrifice
and temple shekels for their dues. Under the chief priests, however, the concessions had become
merely a means of making money and had debased the temple into a commercial venture” [Tenney,
CHANGERS OF MONEY—“Money changers were required, since Jews were not
p. 44].
|||||||||
allowed by the Romans to issue their own coins, and Roman coins bore images of their rulers with
(to Jews) blasphemous claims of rule and divinity. The Jewish rulers therefore decreed that the
temple tax and sacrifices be paid for in Tyrian coinage” [Beasley-Murray, p. 38].
2.14-17… “It is important to note that there were two cleansings of the temple, the first here, the
second near the close of His ministry and recorded in Matthew 21.12. Matthew’s report makes it
very clear that Jesus drove out the money-changers and we think He did the same in this instance,”
[Guy N. Woods, A Commentary on the Gospel According to John, p. 55]. Many commentators argue
for only one temple cleansing, but the weight of the evidence seems to me to call for two.

II.

Chronology.
BIBLE PERIOD: The Period of the Christ.
The estimate from the Reese Chronological Bible: March-November A.D. 25

III.

Summary.
This chapter tells us of two big events in the ministry of Jesus. His first miracle is performed at a
wedding feast in Cana of Galilee. When the festivities were threatened by lack of wine, Jesus was
requested by His mother to do something. Jesus made clear to Mary that there would be, henceforth, a
differing relationship between them in the way that he responded to her request. He did perform the
amazing miracle and it caused some to believe (11-12), in accord with the purpose of the signs (cf.
20.30-31). Word study is seen to be of great importance in the details of this story. The Greek term for
wine is very broad and the matter of whether the wine is intoxicating or not must be decided according
to context, since the very same word is used to describe both types of wine. For me, the idea that Jesus
turned the water into intoxicating wine is repulsive, close to blasphemy! The cleansing of the temple
also is recorded in this chapter. It was so offensive to our Lord to see the commercialization of the
temple, that He simply had to put a stop to it. Some question whether there was one or two cleansings of
the temple. In my study of the matter, I have concluded that there were most likely two.

IV.

Outline. From NKJV Headings
1. Christ Turns Water to Wine (John 2.1-10)
2. The Disciples Believe (2.11-12).
3. Christ Cleanses the Temple (2.13-25)
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V.

Questions.
01.
02.
03.
04.
05.
06.
07.
08.
09.
10.

True or False
_____ Exodus 12.11 describes the Passover as “the Lord’s Passover,” and this is the way it is
spoken of in this chapter.
_____ Acts 1.12 mentions a “Sabbath day’s journey,” and from Cana to Jerusalem would have
been a sabbath’s day journey.
_____ The ruler of the feast was aware of the source of the wine that replenished the exhausted
supply.
_____ The Jews asked for a sign from Jesus.
_____ There is a comparison in this chapter between TEMPLE and BODY.
I Found it in Verse(s)…
_____ A verse in John 2 that uses a similar expression as is used in 1 Kings 17.18.
_____ A reference to Psalms 69.9.
_____ A statement illustrating Jesus’ omniscience.
_____ The reason Jesus was upset with what was taking place at the temple.
_____ The size of the water-pots.
Short Answers

11.

They were invited to the wedding: (1) ___________; and (2) _________ _______________.

12.

The normal custom at these weddings was to save the ____________ quality wine for the latter
part of the celebration.

13.

Animals mentioned in the chapter: (1) __________; (2) ___________; (3) ___________.

14.

What did Jesus “make” in this chapter: a _____________.

15.

That which Jesus DID NOT NEED: that any should _____________ of _________.
Each Question is worth 7 Points
My Score is: ________
Answers will be found on next week’s handout

ANSWERS to Acts 3 Questions… 01—False (14); 02—False (47); 03—False (18); 04—True (6);
05—True (28); 06—40-41, 45; 07—10--Jesus; 08—38--Master; 09—21; 10—13; 11—bear, witness
(8); 12—not, Christ (20); 13—Thou, Son, God (49); 14—Isaiah (23); 15—Lamb, of, God (29, 15).
VI.

Lessons & Applications.
1. 2.1-12… Marriage as God would have it is pleasant, important, and certainly worthy of celebration.
What a remarkable thing it is that Jesus’ first miracle (SIGN) was performed at a celebration of
marriage. Hebrews 13.4… Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and
adulterers God will judge. In our day many attacks are being struck against marriage. To those who
seek to mock and destroy God’s institution of marriage, it is not too late to consider the last words of
Hebrews 13.4. Those of us who preach must continue faithfully to herald the Lord’s teaching on
marriage. There is no greater book for learning how to be a good husband or to be a good wife and
thus to have a successful marriage than the Holy Bible!
2. 2.3… AND WHEN THEY WANTED WINE… Perhaps there is no better place than right here in John 2.3 to
stress the importance of studying WORDS! The average person in America, when confronted with
the term WINE, thinks of the highly intoxicating beverage that is available everywhere in our liquor
stores. If we do not carefully study Bible words, we will miss out on passages like Isaiah 65.8—Thus
saith the LORD, As the new wine is found in the cluster, ... Or, Genesis 49.11… Binding his foal unto the vine,
And his ass’s colt unto the choice vine; He washed his garments in wine, And his clothes in the blood of grapes:
Notice also: Deuteronomy 32.14… Butter of kine, and milk of sheep, With fat of lambs, and rams of the
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3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

breed of Bashan, And goats, with the fat of kidneys of wheat; And thou didst drink the pure blood of the grape.
These and other passages speak of wine that could not be of the fermented variety.
2.4… WOMAN, WHAT HAVE I TO DO WITH THEE… Jesus had a work to do which could not be
accomplished without a single-minded focus. He states in John 9.4… I must work the works of him that
sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work. He told the Samaritan woman—John
4.34… …My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work. The response He gave to
Mary was in no way rude or disrespectful. We can know that from the response she left with in verse
5. The identical word WOMAN is used as He expressed His concern and care for her on the cross
(John 19.26). However, the salvation of the entire world was His work. On another occasion, He
speaks of His family in Matthew 12.50… For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven,
the same is my brother, and sister, and mother. Only with the determination and focus Jesus exercised
would it be possible for Him to say—IT IS FINISHED (John 19.30). As we think about the success
of our Lord, and the example He sets for us, can we not work on our own need to focus in on that
which is PRIMARY, and lasting—that LONG HOME of Ecclesiastes 12.5?
2.8-10… Obviously, we see in this miracle, the Lordship of Jesus over nature! Not only so, but He is
also Lord over all. He is King of kings and Lord of lords (1 Timothy 6.15). When we say to Him
LORD, we are submitting ourselves to His will. In Acts 10 the Apostle Peter makes a strange
combination of words that should never be found. Notice what he says in Acts 10.14… But Peter said,
Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten any thing that is common or unclean. The words NOT SO and LORD are
incongruous! They do not belong together. We must submit our wills to His in order for Him to be
Lord and Savior for us.
2.13… THE JEWS’ PASSOVER… In Exodus 12.11 we read: ..it is the LORD’s passover. Here, in the time of
the first century, we read: THE JEWS’ PASSOVER. Because of the addition of word-of-mouth, handeddown tradition, things had drifted far away from the original. Take a look at those who claim to
follow Jesus today and notice the very same thing! We MUST go back to the Bible in order for it to
be THE LORD’S CHURCH.
2.17… THE ZEAL OF THINE HOUSE HATH EATEN ME UP… Psalm 69.10 came to the minds of the disciples
as they saw the burning and consuming passion Jesus had for the holiness of worship to God. How
different was His feeling from the religious leaders of the day. The Bible says—Deuteronomy
4.24… For the LORD thy God is a consuming fire, even a jealous God. As we are given facts about who God
is in Scripture, we ought to rejoice and pay particular heed. The only proper response to the Jealous
God of the Bible is ZEAL for His cause. Jesus teaches us here!
2.22… WHEN THEREFORE HE WAS RISEN… Looking back the disciples were able to have better
understanding than they had at the time they were in the presence of the Lord. They had an “A HA”
moment, if you will. I take it that the point of reference here was before the baptism in the Spirit of
Acts 2.1-4, after which they were then guided into all truth. It brings to mind the possibility that
greater concentration, meditation, consideration, pondering, and simply taking TIME to weigh
matters more carefully just might reward one in the present the same way these disciples were
rewarded in the future. We have the completed written revelation from God, the once for all
delivered faith (Jude 3), how are we using the blessing of that completed revelation?
2.23… WHEN THEY SAW THE MIRACLES WHICH HE DID… Miracles had a purpose in the first century. John
spoke of it in 20.30-31. Many claim to have miraculous power today, but those powers were
intended for a select period. Paul teaches us about the time of their failing, ceasing, and vanishing
away—1 Corinthians 13.8-10… Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail;
whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. For we know in
part, and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done
away.
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VII.

Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can find
them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the
good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

BEGINNING
FEAST
GOVERNOR
MADE
SAITH
THREE

BELIEVED
FILL
HOUSE
MARRIAGE
SERVANTS
WATER

CALLED
FORTH
JESUS
MIRACLES
TEMPLE
WATERPOTS

CANA
GALILEE
JEWS
MOTHER
THEN
WHEN

DISCIPLES
GOOD
KNEW
SAID
THERE
WINE
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle.

John 2 (KJV)
1

2

5

3

4

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

ACROSS
05) Type of animal that was being sold at
the Temple.
06) Each waterpot held two or three of
them.
10) Jesus began working miracles in this
place.
11) There were six of these, made of
stone.
12) ____ this temple and in 3 days I will
raise it up.
13) Instrument Jesus used to drive away
animals from Temple.
14) And when they ____ wine.

DOWN
01) Add 6 to this number to find how
long it took to build Temple.
02) Jesus needed not that ____ should
testify of man.
03) Waterpots were filled up to the
____.
04) They remembered a Scripture
passage.
07) Certain ones made the Temple a
house of ____.
08) Jews needed lots of water for it.
09) What Jesus did to moneychangers’
tables.
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IX.

Links.

for John Chapter TWO…

These links are to the writings of men and not to inspired Scripture, thus care and caution in weighing the conclusions is always wise.
Some are not really links, but listing of material commonly available in books and publications.

•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Franklin Camp Audio Bible Lesson on John 2.1-12… Description: Christ came to Earth on a spiritual
mission, which is recorded in John's account of the Gospel. When Jesus turned water into wine, it showed
God's powers of creation, transformation, and providence. It demonstrated His approval of marriage and the
importance of family. It symbolized His transformation into the Savior of the world. And it was a
manifestation of His glory. http://www.housetohouse.com/MediaPlayer.aspx?media=5756
Franklin Camp Audio Bible Lesson on John 2.13-25…… Description: Expediencies may become
dangerous, if they are not kept in their proper place. We must not let anything distract us from our worship,
or it will eventually lose its meaning to us. We must never forget how worthy God is of worship and how
unworthy we are to be able to offer it to Him. We cannot let material wealth become our primary concern in
life. And we also need to understand the purposes of Christ's miracles.
http://www.housetohouse.com/MediaPlayer.aspx?media=5757
J.W. McGarvey’s Fourfold Gospel on John 2…
http://www.studylight.org/com/tfg/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=2
Burton Coffman’s Commentary on John 2…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bcc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=2
Albert Barnes, Barnes Notes on the Whole Bible, on John 2…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bnb/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=2
Joseph Benson’s Commentary on the Old and New Testaments, on John 2…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rbc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=2
Robertson’s Word Pictures in the New Testament, on John 2…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rwp/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=2
Vincent’s Word Studies on John 2…
http://www.studylight.org/com/vnt/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=2
Schaff’s Popular Commentary on the New Testament, on John 2…
http://www.studylight.org/com/scn/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=2
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A Study of John 3
I.

Important Words/Phrases…
• 3.2… RABBI—“He addresses Him as Rabbi. The Hebrew name is one used by the Jews as a term of
respect for their teachers. It means, ‘My great one, my honorable sir.’ Jesus was not an official rabbi
amongst the Jews, but His prominence as a religious teacher gained Him a certain respect even
amongst His enemies, and they gave Him this title” [Kenneth S. Wuest, Great Truths from the Greek
New Testament, e-Sword].
• 3.5... BORN OF WATER AND OF THE SPIRIT—“This birth is one birth. There is not one baptism of water
and another of the Spirit. Rather there is one birth—of water and the Spirit. This birth is immersion
in water, as the means appointed by the Holy Spirit in the word, whereby man’s sins may be taken
away. The immersion is ‘of the Spirit’ in the sense that it is by the instruction of the Spirit (in the
Scriptures). The Spirit directed man in the word to be immersed. There is no reason whatever to
conclude that what is meant here is a direct operation (that is separate and apart from the word) of
the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit does not operate today separate and apart from (or
independent of) the Word.” [Thomas B. Warren, Teacher’s Annual Lesson Commentary, 1973, p.
262, emphasis mine, DRL].
• 3.7… MARVEL NOT—“Jesus told Nicodemus that he should not be surprised that one must be born
over in order to enter the kingdom of God. No one should be surprised at this requirement. Any new
life starts with a birth. When any living creature comes into this world, it comes by birth. Animals
and men alike are born into life. Without a proper birth, there is no life. This being true, we should
not marvel that a birth is necessary to enter the kingdom of God. Entering the kingdom of God starts
one on a new life. Hence a new birth is called for. But this birth corresponds to the life it begins. It
begins a spiritual lfie, and hence it is a spiritual birth. Being born of the Spirit, one begins to live a
life guided by the Spirit through the Word” [Thomas B. Warren, Teacher’s Annual Lesson
Commentary, 1973, p. 259].
• 3:8… THE WIND BLOWETH—“In His conversation with Nicodemas regarding the new birth, Jesus
declared: ‘The wind bloweth where it will, and thou hearest the voice thereof, but knowest not
whence it cometh, nor whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit’ (John 3.8, ASV).
This passage is frequently appealed to by denominationalists in an effort to prove that the new birth
is a mysterious process, like the blowing of the wind, which cannot be explained. It is ‘better felt
than told.’ This misunderstanding is due to a faulty translation in our common versions. The term
rendered ‘wind’ in John 3.8 is the Greek word pneuma. It is found 386 times in the Greek New
Testament, and it is never rendered ‘wind’ save in this solitary instance. In fact, the term is used five
times within this context. Why should it be translated ‘Spirit’ on four occasions, and ‘wind’ once?
The ordinary term for ‘wind’ in the Greek Testament is anemos (cf., Matthew 11.7). The context
here reveals that the Lord is explaining how the Holy Spirit operates in the new birth. So, underline
‘wind,’ and write Spirit in the margin, or, if you use the American Standard Version, note the
footnote in that edition (W.E. Vine, Expository Dictionary, Vol. IV, p. 62). The word ‘bloweth’
translates the Greek verb pneo, which can mean to blow or to breathe, depending upon the context.
Kindred forms of the word are elsewhere employed of breathing (cf., Luke 23.46; Acts 9.1; 2
Timothy 3.16). In this passage the Lord is suggesting that the Spirit breathes where He wills; His
voice is heard (i.e., His inspired words are perceived), and so (in this manner), is one begotten of the
Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit’s operation through the word of God that initiates the new birth
experience (cf., 1 Peter 1.23). For a fuller discussion of this point, see ‘The New Birth—What Is It?’
in the August 1988 issue of the Christian Courier. See also Guy N. Woods’ notes on John 3.8 in his
commentary, The Gospel According to John” [Wayne Jackson, Notes from the Margin of My Bible,
pp., 36-37].
• 3.12… IF I HAVE TOLD YOU EARTHLY THINGS, AND YE BELIEVE NOT, HOW SHALL YE BELIEVE, IF I TELL YOU OF
HEAVENLY THINGS—“Some religious matters are on a level that man can understand. The sonship of
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•

•

•

•

Christ, the blessings of obedience, the steps man must take for salvation—these God has made
known to man and God expects man to know and understand them. Other religious matters are
confined to heaven and are not on a level man can understand. The entire relationship between the
Father and the Son, the events going on now in heaven—these God has hidden from man. Jesus’
point to Nicodemus was that he was failing to understand or believe even those things which God
had made known. How then, would he ever believe whatever Jesus should tell him about unrevealed
heavenly things? Jesus does not force obedience or faith on man. Man must want to believe an
understand in order to benefit from Christ” [Thomas B. Warren, Teacher’s Annual Lesson
Commentary, 1973, p. 264].
3.14… AS MOSES LIFTED UP THE SERPENT IN THE WILDERNESS—“(See Numbers 21.4-9.) Great numbers of
the Israelites were bitten by the fiery serpents in the wilderness, and not a few died. The bite was
incurable. If God did not heal them, they must die. He directed Moses to make a serpent of brass and
to put it upon a pole in the camp, and promised that whoever, when bitten by a deadly serpent, would
look ‘unto the serpent of brass,’ should live. The look was an act of faith. So Christ was lifted up on
the cross that whosoever believeth in him should be saved. To believe in him is to trust and obey
him. This faith must be expressed in whatever act of obedience God now requires, as the faith of the
Israelites was expressed then in a look. All who refused to look refused salvation from the poison of
the serpent. God requires now all who believe in Jesus and have repented of their sins to show their
faith in the burial and resurrection of Christ by being baptized (Col 2.12)” [E.A. Elam, Elam’s Notes
on Bible School Lessons, 1926, p. 36].
3.16… WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH IN HIM—Question: Is faith in Christ the ONLY condition imposed
on man for eternal life? “The answer to the question is, ‘No.’ There is no single condition imposed
by God upon man that, upon complying with it alone, he will obtain eternal life. Let us now notice
the reasons for this answer. … The faith that saves is, and has always been, the faith that obeys. It is
the only way that faith (trust, confidence) in God, Christ, and the gospel manifests itself. Indeed, as
James argued, "Show me thy faith without thy works, and I will show thee my faith by my works" (James 2:18).
Of course, the truth of the matter is this: It is impossible to show God or anyone else one's faith apart
from one's works of obedience. Hence, Christ is "the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey
Him," denominationalists and apostate brethren notwithstan--ding (Heb. 5:9; Acts 22:16; Rom. 6:1718; Gal. 3:26-27). To be completely obedient to God's plan of salvation, one must believe in the
Christ, repent of his sins, confess his faith in the Christ, and then be baptized for or unto the
remission of sins. More than these things our Lord does not require of one to obtain remission of
sins. With fewer than these things, one remains lost in his sins (Mark 16:16; John 8:24; Acts 2:38;
17:30; Rom. 10:10,17; Col. 2:12; Heb. 11:1,6; 1 Pet. 3:21).” [David Brown, in Studies in John, 1999
Annual Denton Lectures, p. 258]. For a fuller discussion of this point please visit:
http://bit.ly/1lbgYsm
3.25-27… “It would appear that the discussion included something about Jesus—possibly His
statement about things entering the mouth not defiling, but that which comes out of the mouth
defiling the person. Jesus had likely repeated His statement to different audiences, showing that
eating with ceremonially unwashed hands did not defile. Was there a touch of jealousy revealed by
the disciples of John? After all, their Rabbi was the immerser! John was known as, ‘John the
Immerser.’ The popularity of Jesus seemed to disturb them, and ot move them to go to John with
their concern. John immediately sets them straight about the matter. He himself had been ‘sent by
God’ (John 1.6), and he was sent to prepare the road for the One they were asking about. John had
one the work he was sent to do—he had done it well. Now God the Son was in charge, and doing the
work He came into the world to do, preparing for the salvation of all” [Harold Littrell, A
Commentary on the Gospel by John, p. 34].
3.35… HATH GIVEN ALL THINGS INTO HIS HAND—“The love of the Father for the Son is adduced as a
fact, and also as a motive in explanation of why the Father gave the Spirit to the Son ‘without
measure,’ and why he has ‘given all things into his hand.’ He is thus unique, and differs in his
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powers and possessions from all else. ‘All things’ which the Father has given to the Son involves
and includes everything essential to man’s salvation here and his ultimate deliverance from
destruction at the end of the age. Jesus voiced this same sentiment in Matthew 28.18, by declaring
that ‘all authority’ has been give to him” [Guy N. Woods, A Commentary on the Gospel According
to John, pp., 74-75].
3.36… HE THAT BELIEVETH ON THE SON HATH EVERLASTING LIFE—“Jesus did not teach ‘faith only’ here.
The word ‘believes’ as used here, includes everything necessary for one to inherit eternal life. See
Romans 6.23; Galatians 3.26-29; 1 John 2.25; 1 Peter 1.9. Only those who obey the Son have eternal
life (Hebrews 5.9).” [Littrell, p. 37].

•

II.

Chronology.
BIBLE PERIOD: The Period of the Christ.
Estimate from: The Reese Chronological Bible: A.D. 26, May

III.

Summary.
One of the great conversations recorded for us in the Bible is found in John 3 between Jesus and the
powerful Jewish teacher, Nicodemus. The subject of the discussion is the new birth of water and the
Spirit. It is mighty difficult to see anything from this conversation except that Jesus was teaching the
NECESSITY of water baptism, but many commentators will find some way to continue teaching their
FAITH ONLY doctrine. An honest reading of the conversation with just a little time spent in studying it
carefully will show how important baptism is and that one cannot be saved (in the kingdom) without it.
What an amazing analogy is set forth by the Lord in verse 14. Just like Moses set up that serpent of brass
in the wilderness and those who were bitten by the poisonous vipers were healed WHEN they obeyed by
looking up at the brass serpent; that same kind of obedient faith will lead to salvation from sins when
our faith leads us to obey the gospel of Christ. The beautiful way that John carried out his assignment of
preparing the way for the Coming One is described in this chapter. John answers questions that come to
him about his relationship to Jesus.

IV.

Outline. From Guy N. Woods…
1. The New Birth (John 3.1-8)
2. Questions Concerning the New Birth (9-21)
3. Questions about Purification (22-26).
4. John’s Answer (27-30).
5. John’s Testimony to Christ (31-36).

V.

Questions.
True or False
01.

_____ The basic reason men prefer darkness over light is their evil deeds.

02.

_____ John was somewhat reluctant to lose his popularity because of Jesus’ greater popularity.

03.

_____ No reason is stated as to why John chose Aenon as the place to do his baptizing.

04.

_____ It is really important for us to know why Nicodemus came to Jesus at night.

05.

_____ Jesus was surprised by the lack of knowledge of Nicodemus.
I Found it in Verse(s)

06.

_____ Four “except” clauses.

07.

_____ Something Moses did in the wilderness.

08.

_____ Something God did NOT send His Son into the world to do.
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09.

_____ That the one whom God sends speaks God’s words.

10.

_____ An indication that John (the Baptizer) will go to prison.
Short Answer

11.

The thing that abides on the person who believes not the Son is: the ___________ of _________.

12.

Jesus told Nicodemus NOT to do this: ____________.

13.

John said he was NOT the Christ, but was sent ____________ _________.

14.

For God so loved the ___________, that He gave His only ______________ Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not ____________, but have _________________ life.

15.

The one who does the truth comes here: to the ___________.
Each Question is worth 7 Points
My Score is: ________
Answers will be found on next week’s handout

ANSWERS to John 2 Questions… 01—False (13); 02—False (1), check maps; 03—False (9); 04—
True (18); 05—True (21); 06—4; 07—17; 08—24; 09—16; 10—6; 11—Jesus, His, disciples (2); 12—
worse or poorer (10); 13—oxen, sheep, doves (14); 14—scourge (15); 15—testify, man (25).
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VI.

Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can find
them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the
good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

ANSWERED
BORN
CONDEMN
JOHN
RECEIVE
VERILY

BAPTIZED
BRIDEGROOM
DEEDS
LIFE
SAID
WORLD

BECAUSE
CAME
EARTH
LIGHT
SPIRIT

BELIEVE
COME
HEAVEN
NAME
THERE

BELIEVETH
COMETH
JESUS
NICODEMUS
THINGS
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VII.

Crossword Puzzle.

John 3 (KJV)
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

ACROSS
01) John said: “This, my joy is therefore
____.”
03) Modifies life twice.
06) For John was not yet ____ into
prison.
08) Jesus was with John beyond ____.
09) He that cometh from ____ is above
all.
12) Where Moses lifted up the serpent.
13) For God so ____ the world.

DOWN
01) Rejoices greatly at the
bridegroom’s voice.
02) Nicodemus recognized Jesus as a
____ come from God.
04) A ruler of the Jews.
05) Jesus and His disciples came into
this land.
07) John said He must ____, but I must
decrease.
10) Aenon, near to Salim, had lots of it
11) Men loved darkness because their
____ were evil.
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VIII. Links.

for John Chapter THREE…

These links are to the writings of men and not to inspired Scripture, thus care and caution in weighing the conclusions is always wise.
Some are not really links, but listing of material commonly available in books and publications.

•

John 3.5… Wayne Jackson, “The New Birth: Its Necessity and Composition”…
https://www.christiancourier.com/articles/115-new-birth-its-necessity-and-composition-the

•

J.W. McGarvey’s Fourfold Gospel on John 3…
http://www.studylight.org/com/tfg/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=3

•

Burton Coffman’s Commentary on John 3…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bcc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=3

•

Albert Barnes, Barnes Notes on the Whole Bible, on John 3…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bnb/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=3

•

Joseph Benson’s Commentary on the Old and New Testaments, on John 3…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rbc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=3

•

Robertson’s Word Pictures in the New Testament, on John 3…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rwp/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=3

•

Vincent’s Word Studies on John 3…
http://www.studylight.org/com/vnt/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=3

•

Schaff’s Popular Commentary on the New Testament, on John 3
http://www.studylight.org/com/scn/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=3
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A Study of John 4
I.

Important Words/Phrases…
• 4.1-3… WHEN … HE LEFT JUDEA—“The disciples of John the Baptist were already jealous of Jesus'
success; and the Lord knew that the mighty acclaim hailing his efforts, if uninterrupted, would
shortly bring upon him a premature confrontation with the Pharisees; and, in order to avoid it, he
promptly switched the scene of his labors. The inference here is that if relatively friendly persons
such as John's disciples were actively jealous of Jesus, the far more antagonistic Pharisees would be
likely to take drastic action. Not long after these events, the Pharisees accomplished the destruction
of John the Baptist; and, although their hand is hidden in the sacred account of his martyrdom, it is
very likely that those wily hypocrites of the priestly hierarchy had maneuvered John into making the
comment on Herod's unlawful marriage which resulted in his execution. The Lord, in time, planned
to die for the salvation of all men; but, at that particular time, his hour had not yet come” [Burton
Coffman].
• 4.4… HE MUST NEEDS GO THROUGH SAMARIA—“Travel through Samaria was not geographically
necessary; the normal route for Jews ran up the east side of the Jordan River (Transjordan).
Although some take the impersonal verb had to (δεῖ, dei) here to indicate logical necessity only,
normally in John’s Gospel its use involves God’s will or plan (3:7, 3:14, 3:30, 4:4, 4:20, 4:24, 9:4,
10:16, 12:34, 20:9).” [NET Bible Notes].
• 4.5… SYCHAR—“Sychar was somewhere in the vicinity of Shechem, possibly the village of Askar,
1.5 km northeast of Jacob’s well.” [NET Bible Notes].
• 4.9… FOR THE JEWS HAVE NO DEALINGS WITH THE SAMARITANS—The NET Bible translates this: For the
Jews use nothing in common with Samaritans. “The background to the statement use nothing in
common is the general assumption among Jews that the Samaritans were ritually impure or unclean.
Thus a Jew who used a drinking vessel after a Samaritan had touched it would become ceremonially
unclean” [NET Bible Notes].
• 4:14… WELL—“The Greek word for ‘well’ in verses 11 and 12 is phrear, which means ‘a well
purposely dug,’ and also a ‘pit’ or ‘shaft’ (AG, p. 8650. But Jesus used a different word in verse
14—pege, which means a ‘spring’ or ‘fountain’ (AG, p. 6550. The woman was talking about a hole
in the ground. Jesus was promising her a bubbling ‘spring of water welling up to eternal life’ (RSV,
NIV)” [Ralph Earle, Word Meanings in the New Testament, p. 85].
||||||||||
“About one-half
mile south of Askar on a slope of Mount Gerizim along the road from Beth-shan to Jerusalem is the
traditional well of Jacob. The ancient stone well curb is seven and one-half feet in diameter with a
shaft which is eighty-five feet deep today, although it is believed to have been deeper in antiquity.
The ‘well’ is actually a cistern from which accumulated rainfall is dispensed” [Baker’s Bible Atlas,
p. 204].
• 4.17… I HAVE NO HUSBAND—“She was being strictly honest with Jesus in her answer. She was, at that
time, living with a man who was not her husband. The Lord began to reveal His identity to her by
this. That He knew such intimate details of her life proved to her that He had supernatural power”
[Harold Littrell, A Commentary on the Gospel by John, p. 43].
• 4.20… WORSHIPPED IN THIS MOUNTAIN—“…by which she meant Mount Gerizim, near where they
stood, and at which she must have pointed, when she uttered these words. Throughout her life she
had been taught that only here would God accept worship. Many traditions, some of the most absurd
nature, had grown up regarding the mount. The Samaritans taught that Adam was created from its
dust, the flood never covered it, the mount was Ararat on which the ark rested and here was the place
where Jacob wrestled with the angel. There her ancestors had worshipped since the time of
Nehemiah and there a temple had been erected long before. So holy was it the Samaritans could not
conceive of worship being offered elsewhere; knowing that Jesus was a Jew, Moriah and assuming
he would contend that only in the temple on Mount Moriah in Jerusalem might acceptable worship
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•

•
•

•

•

•

be offered, she sought to involve him in an age-long controversy” [Guy N. Woods, A Commentary
on the Gospel According to John, p. 81].
4.29… IS NOT THIS THE CHRIST?—“In English this question suggests that a positive answer (‘Yes’) is
expected. But in the Greek meti indicates that a negative answer—‘this is NOT the Christ, is it?”
(NASB)—is anticipated. B.F. Westcott writes: ‘The words suggest the great conclusion as
something beyond hope. The form of the sentence grammatically suggests a negative answer, but
hope burst through it’ (1:163). Perhaps this is best brought out by ‘Can this be the Christ?’ (RSV) or
‘Could this be the Christ?’ (NIV)” [Earle, p. 85].
4.35… “White Already to Harvest,” by David Lemmons: http://bit.ly/1eDsAeG
4.42… SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD—“There is irony in the Samaritans’ declaration that Jesus was really
the Savior of the world, an irony foreshadowed in the prologue to the Fourth Gospel (1:11): “He
came to his own, and his own did not receive him.” Yet the Samaritans welcomed Jesus and
proclaimed him to be not the Jewish Messiah only, but the Savior of the world” [NET Bible Notes].
4.46… CAPERNAUM—“Capernaum was a town on the northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee, 680 ft
(204 m) below sea level. It was a major trade and economic center in the North Galilean region”
[NET Bible Notes].
4.48… EXCEPT YE SEE—“It appears that the officer sincerely believed that Jesus could save his child.
Possibly Jesus was drawing him out with this statement, or was getting a point across to others
present” [Harold Littrell, p. 51].
4.51… NOW GOING DOWN—“Going to Capernaum from Cana, one must go east across the Galilean
hills and then descend to the Sea of Galilee. The 20 mi (33 km) journey could not be made in a
single day. The use of the description on his way down shows the author was familiar with
Palestinian geography” [NET Bible Notes].

II.

Chronology.
BIBLE PERIOD: The Period of the Christ.
Estimate from: The Reese Chronological Bible: A.D. 26

III.

Summary.
• CONTENTS: Jesus and the Samaritan woman. The nobleman’s son healed.
• CHARACTERS: Jesus, Holy Spirit, John the Baptizer, Pharisees, Jacob, Joseph, Woman of
Samaria, Her Husband, Nobleman, His son.
• CONCLUSION: Jesus Christ is the Gift of God, the richest token of God’s love, the Source and
Fountain of those living waters, … Those who came face to face with their own helplessness and sin
and obey Him will be the recipients of these living waters.
• KEY WORD: Living Water (10).
• STRONG VERSES: 10, 14, 23, 24
• STRIKING FACTS: The divine knowledge of Jesus proves His omniscience. Jesus knows the
thoughts, words, and actions of all the children of men, and by the power of His words is still
revealing to men the secret sins of their hearts.
--Adapted from: Keith Brooks, Summarized Bible: Complete Summary of the New Testament, p. 30.
This chapter relates the journey of the Lord and his disciples through Samaria (John 4:1-5), recounts the
interview with the woman at the well (John 4:6-26), gives the conversation with the disciples upon their
return (John 4:27-38), sums up the results of Christ's teaching in Samaria (John 4:38-42), narrates the
continuation to Galilee, and records the performance of the second of the seven great signs (John 4:4654) [Burton Coffman].

IV.

Outline. Adapted from Headings in NJKV
1. Jesus Speaks to the Woman at the Well (John 4.1-26).
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2.
3.
4.
5.
V.

The Disciples Return (27-38).
Jesus Teaches the Samaritans (39-42).
Jesus is Received by the Galileans (43-45).
Jesus Heals the Nobleman’s Son (46-54).

Questions.
01.
02.
03.
04.
05.

06.
07.
08.
09.
10.

True or False
_____ Jesus never told the Samaritan woman He was the Messiah.
_____ John labeled the healing of the nobleman’s son as the third miracle.
_____ Jacob’s well was near to Sychar.
_____ Jesus stayed at Sychar two days.
_____ Jesus’ knowledge of the Samaritan woman’s personal life caused her to understand that
Jesus must be a prophet.
I Found it in Verse(s)
_____ First words Jesus spoke to the Samaritan woman.
_____ A very helpful delineation of what is required to worship God properly.
_____ A challenging statement from Jesus involving the color WHITE.
_____ A statement about the depth of Jacob’s well.
_____ A prophet has no honor in his own country.
Short Answer

11.

Jesus’ disciples said to Jesus: “Master, _________.”

12.

“…Jesus Himself ______________ not, but his _______________”

13.

What the nobleman asked his servants when he returned home:
____________________________________________________________________________

14.

To whom Jesus said: “Thou hast well said.” _________________________________________

15.

Many Samaritans, after hearing Jesus, were willing to acknowledge Him as _______
____________.
Each Question is worth 7 Points
My Score is: ________
Answers will be found on next week’s handout

ANSWERS to John 3 Questions… 01—True (19); 02—False (30); 03—False (23); 04—False (2) we
are not told; 05—True (10); 06—2,3,5,27; 07—14; 08—17; 09—34; 10—24; 11—wrath, God (36);
12—Marvel (7); 13—before, Him (28); 14—world, begotten, perish, everlasting (16); 15—Light (21).
VI.

Lessons & Applications.
9. THERE COMETH A WOMAN OF SAMARIA… (John 4.7). The following are some outstanding characteristics
of the Samaritan woman:
She was an observant woman (John 4:9).
She was a logical woman (John 4:11-12).
She was a receptive woman (John 4:13-15, 21-25).
She was an honest woman (John 4:16-18).
She was a perceptive woman (John 4:19).
She was an evangelistic woman (John 4:28-29, 39).
Lord, please grant us more women with the above characteristics, in Jesus’ name, Amen!
--SOURCE: I think it is from Mike Riley
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10. THE WELL IS DEEP… (John 4.11). “In 1959, Hugh J. Shonfield authored a book titled, The Bible Was
Right. {Note: This is the same author who later produced the infamous volume, The Passover Plot,
which sought to discredit Christ}. In this book, Shonfield, commenting on John 4.11, declared:
‘Again, we see the accuracy of the Bible, for even today Jacob’s well is eighty feet deep’ (p. 55).
Remarkable testimony from an unbeliever!...” [Wayne Jackson, Notes from the Margin of My Bible,
p. 39].
11. THE WOMAN SAITH UNTO HIM… (John 4.11). “Jesus’ interaction with the Samaritan woman illustrates
the evangelistic impact of listening. By paying attention to what the unsaved say, Christians may
receive exactly the cue they need to initiate a spiritual conversation” [The Jeremiah Study Bible, p.
1447].
12. GOD IS A SPIRIT… (John 4.24). “A popular doctrine of the Mormon Church is the notion that God, the
Father, is a flesh-and-blood Being. One of Mormonism’s ‘inspired’ books declares: ‘The Father has
a body of flesh and bones as tangible as man’s’ (Doctrine & Covenants, 130:22). This is a very
erroneous view of our Creator. Look carefully at John 4.24 and note the Lord’s observation. ‘God is
Spirit …’ Underline the word’ Spirit’ and in your margin write: See Isaiah 31.3; Hosea 11.9;
Matthew 16.17; Luke 24.39. Now here are the points to be gleaned from these passages. (a) Isaiah
clearly contrasts God and man, and flesh and spirit. Jehovah is neither man nor flesh. (b) Through
Hosea the Lord plainly says: ‘I am God, and not man.’ (c) Peter had learned the truth regarding the
identity of Christ, not from flesh and blood, but from God. Hence, God was not flesh and blood. (d)
God is Spirit, but a spirit does not consist of flesh and blood; thus, God does not consist of flesh and
blood. These logical arguments utterly destroy the Mormon doctrine of a physical God” [Jackson, p.
39].
13. MY MEAT IS TO DO THE WILL OF HIM THAT SENT ME… (John 4.33). “This is the message of Jesus to all of
us, ‘Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness’ (Matthew 6.33). All these other things
(food, clothing, shelter) will be taken care of when we put God and His righteousness first in our
lives. The driving force in Jesus’ life was to do the Father’s will. It should be ours too. His prayer in
Gethsemane was, ‘Not my will, but yours be done’ (Matthew 26.39-44; Luke 22.42).” [Harold
Littrell, p. 47].
14. WHITE ALREADY TO HARVEST… (John 4.35). “After Jesus had concluded His interview with the
Samaritan woman, she rushed toward her city (even leaving her water jar behind!) to inform her
friends of this amazing Person who had revealed the deepest secrets of her life (which, incidentally,
only one possessed of divine power could have done). She asked her neighbors: ‘Can this be the
Messiah (Christ)?’ The Greek text is quite revealing. She actually phrases her question in this
fashion: This can’t be the Messiah—can it? What a shrewd person she was. Rather than affirm her
own conviction (and risk rejection due to her gender), she would simply lay out the facts and let
them draw their own conclusions. Her method was very effective for many left the city and ‘were
coming’ (an imperfect tense form, suggesting a stream of people) to him (30). As a result of the
woman’s testimony, many of the Samaritans believed on Christ and He stayed with them for two
days (cf., 39-42). Now here is a very important point. After the establishment of the church, the
evangelist Philip went to Samaria to proclaim the gospel of Christ. In the 8th chapter of Acts we are
told that ‘multitudes gave heed’ to his message (6), and men and women were immersed into the
kingdom of God (12). In John 4, the fields had been ‘white unto harvest;’ in Acts 8, the crop was
harvested into the kingdom of God. And so, in your margin beside John 4.35, write: See Acts 8.4-13;
harvest gathered” [Jackson, pp. 40-41].
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15.

VII. Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if
you can find them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be!
You might be surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths.
THANK YOU for the good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

AGAIN
COMETH
HOUR
LABOUR
THERE
WOMAN

BELIEVE
DISCIPLES
HUSBAND
SAID
WATER
WORSHIP

CALL
FATHER
JACOB
SAITH
WELL

CITY
GALILEE
JESUS
SAMARIA
WENT

COME
GIVE
KNOW
THEN
WHEN

btcJohn............................ Created by: David Lemmons ……. http://maplehillchurchofchrist.blog

A Study of John ………………..……………………………………………………………………………….Page 27 of 155

VIII. Crossword Puzzle.

John 4 (KJV):
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

ACROSS
01) Jesus said: “My ____ is to do the
will of Him that sent Me.”
06) Many of them believed on Jesus.
07) The place Jesus made water wine.
10) Jesus said it is of the Jews.
12) The Samaritan woman knew that he
was coming.
13) The disciples called Jesus ____.
14) Jesus spoke of gathering this unto
life eternal.

14

DOWN
02) Jesus spoke of water springing up
into ____ life.
03) Found 8 times.
04) The Samaritan woman left this at
the well.
05) The nobleman’s son was sick here
08) Jesus came to ____ God’s work.
09) The Christ is the ____ of the world.
11) The Samaritan woman had had this
many husbands
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IX.

Links.

for John Chapter FOUR…

These links are to the writings of men and not to inspired Scripture, thus care and caution in weighing the conclusions is always wise.
Some are not really links, but listing of material commonly available in books and publications.

•

John 4… Wayne Jackson, “Jesus and the Samaritan Woman”
https://www.christiancourier.com/articles/282-jesus-and-the-samaritan-woman

•

John 4.7... Wayne Jackson, “Christ’s Love and Tradition”
https://www.christiancourier.com/articles/927-john-4-7-christs-love-and-tradition

•

John 4.25… Wayne Jackson, “How Did the Samaritan Woman Know about the Messiah?”
https://www.christiancourier.com/articles/1160-how-did-the-samaritan-woman-know-about-the-messiah

•

John 4.35... David Lemmons, “White Already to Harvest,” http://bit.ly/1eDsAeG

•

J.W. McGarvey’s Fourfold Gospel on John 4…
http://www.studylight.org/com/tfg/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=4

•

Burton Coffman’s Commentary on John 4…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bcc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=4

•

Albert Barnes, Barnes Notes on the Whole Bible, on John 4…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bnb/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=4

•

Joseph Benson’s Commentary on the Old and New Testaments, on John 4…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rbc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=4

•

Robertson’s Word Pictures in the New Testament, on John 4…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rwp/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=4

•

Vincent’s Word Studies on John 4…
http://www.studylight.org/com/vnt/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=4

•

Schaff’s Popular Commentary on the New Testament, on John 4
http://www.studylight.org/com/scn/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=4
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A Study of John 5
I.

Important Words/Phrases…
1) 5.2… SHEEP MARKET—“The Greek simply has the adjective probatikos, ‘pertaining to sheep’; so the
KJV translators supplied market (in italics). But all authorities agree that the correct reference is to
the ‘Sheep Gate’ in the wall of Jerusalem, through which sheep were brought to the Temple” [Ralph
Earle, Word Meanings in the New Testament, p. 85].
|||||||||| FIVE PORCHES—“…Bible students
used to wonder why there were ‘five’ colonnades. When the Pool of Bethesda in Jerusalem, north of
the Temple area, was excavated, it was found to consist of two rectangular adjacent pools, with sides
and at both ends, with one between the pools—making it five in all” [Ibid.].
||||||||||
“The
pool had five porticoes. These were covered walkways formed by rows of columns supporting a roof
and open on the side facing the pool. People could stand, sit, or walk on these colonnaded porches,
protected from the weather and the heat of the sun” [The NET Bible Notes].
2) 5.3-4… Please read the article from Dave Miller which is listed in the Links Section of this guide.
3) 5.6,9,11,14,15… WHOLE—“The adjective hygies, from which we get hygiene, is translated (in KJV)
‘whole’ 11 out of the 12 times it occurs in the NT. The exception is Titus 2.8 (‘sound speech’). As
might be expected, the word means ‘healthy, well.’ It occurs twice each in Matthew (12.13; 15.31)
and Mark (3.5; 5.34), and once in Luke (6.10), but 6 times in John (see 7.23), and once each in Acts
(4.10) and Titus (2.8). The best contemporary translation of Jesus’ question here is: ‘Do you want to
get well?’” [Earle, p. 85].
4) 5.7… WHEN THE WATER IS TROUBLED—“This water may indeed have had therapeutic or medicinal,
though not miraculous, powers. Hot springs, mineral waters, and warm baths have long been known
to produce relief and sometimes healing for various ills. It appears that the waters at this place
flowed irregularly, and the popular belief was that only while they were in motion or in agitation,
were their healing properties available. This man, friendless and alone, and helpless to act on his
own behalf, was unable to get into the water in these brief intervals when the waters were ‘troubled,’
and his affliction remained. The words, ‘put me into the pool, are, literally, throw me into the pool,
indicating the view that only by a quick and sudden dipping was deliverance possible. Others with
friends to assist, or those with some degree of mobility, always went ahead of him, thus making it
impossible for him to claim the blessing of the troubled water” [Guy N. Woods, A Commentary on
the Gospel According to John, p. 96].
5) 5.10… THE JEWS--“Or ‘the Jewish authorities’; Grk ‘the Jews.’ In NT usage the term ‘’Ioudaioi’ may
refer to the entire Jewish people, the residents of Jerusalem and surrounding territory, the authorities
in Jerusalem, or merely those who were hostile to Jesus. Here the author refers to the Jewish
authorities or leaders in Jerusalem” [The NET Bible Notes].
6) 5.17… MY FATHER WORKETH HITHERTO—“…even the rabbis realized that God did not really cease to
work on the Sabbath: Divine providence remained active on the Sabbath, otherwise, all nature and
life would cease to exist. As regards men, divine activity was visible in two ways: Men were born
and men died on the Sabbath. Since only God could give life and only God could deal with the fate
of the dead in judgment, this meant God was active on the Sabbath. This seems to be the background
for Jesus’ words in 5:17. He justified his work of healing on the Sabbath by reminding the Jewish
authorities that they admitted God worked on the Sabbath. This explains the violence of the reaction.
The Sabbath privilege was peculiar to God, and no one was equal to God. In claiming the right to
work even as his Father worked, Jesus was claiming a divine prerogative. He was literally making
himself equal to God, as 5:18 goes on to state explicitly for the benefit of the reader who might not
have made the connection” [The NET Bible Notes].
7) 5.21… QUICKENETH—“The verb is zoopoieo, which means ‘make [poieo] alive’ [zoas]. Here the best
translation is ‘gives them life’ (RSV, NASB, NIV). The verb here signifies ‘communicating spiritual
life’ (Alfred Plummer, p. 137)—that is, to the spiritually dead. In verses 28-29 it is the physically
dead who will be resurrected. But in verses 21-26 it is a spiritual resurrection” [Earle, p. 86].
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8) 5.37… SHAPE—“The Greek word is eidos—‘that which is seen, appearance, external form’ (A-S, p.
131). It comes from the verb eidon, ‘I saw.’ So it refers to a visible ‘form’ (RSV, NASB, NIV). God
cannot be seen with physical eyes” [Earle, p. 86].
||||||||||
YE HAVE NEITHER HEARD HIS VOICE AT
ANY TIME, NOR SEEN HIS SHAPE—“You people have never heard his voice nor seen his form at any time.
Compare Deut 4:12. Also see Deut 5:24 ff., where the Israelites begged to hear the voice no longer their request (ironically) has by this time been granted. How ironic this would be if the feast is
Pentecost, where by the 1st century a.d. the giving of the law at Sinai was being celebrated” [The
NET Bible Notes].
9) 5.39… SEARCH—“The verb is eraunao, which means ‘search, examine’ (A-S, p. 178). But our
problem here is that in the present tense the same second person plural form (eraunate) may be
either indicative or imperative. We cannot be sure which is intended here. The KJV takes it as
imperative, ‘Search.’ But scholars are pretty well agreed that the indicative fits better. Plummer
writes: ‘The context seems to be strongly in favour of the indicative’ (p. 142). J.H. Bernard declares:
‘Jesus is not exhorting the Jews here; He is arguing with them, and rebuking them for their stubborn
rejection of Him’ (1:253). As early as the English Revised Version (NT, 1881), the change was
made to the indicative. That wise move has been followed by most versions since. B.F. Westcott
comments: ‘The word eraunan describes that minute, intense investigation of the Scripture which
issued in the allegorical interpretations of the Midrash’ (p. 201). He was on the revision committee
that adopted ‘Ye search the Scriptures’ (ERV, 1881). Today we would say, ‘You diligently study the
Scriptures’” [Earle, p. 86].
10) 5.45… THERE IS ONE THAT ACCUSETH YOU, EVEN MOSES—“The final condemnation will come from
Moses himself - again ironic, since Moses is the very one the Jewish authorities have trusted in
(placed your hope). This is again ironic if it is occurring at Pentecost, which at this time was being
celebrated as the occasion of the giving of the Torah to Moses on Mt. Sinai. There is evidence that
some Jews of the 1st century looked on Moses as their intercessor at the final judgment (see W. A.
Meeks, The Prophet King [NovTSup], 161). This would mean the statement Moses, in whom you
have placed your hope should be taken literally and relates directly to Jesus’ statements about the
final judgment in John 5:28–29” [The NET Bible Notes].
II.

Chronology.
BIBLE PERIOD: The Period of the Christ.
Estimate from: The Reese Chronological Bible: April 14-21, A.D. 27.

III.

Summary.
Merrill Tenney links chapters 5 and 6 together and labels them: “The Period of Controversy.” He
writes further: “The first period in the life of Jesus recorded in this Gospel contained His claims. He
Himself presented some of them through an explicit avowal of messiahship, some were implicit in
the titles ascribed to Him by His friends, and still others were latent in the miracles that He
performed. He claimed nothing less for Himself than deity. He demanded nothing less from His
followers than obedient faith. It was inevitable that such claims and demands as His should meet
opposition, especially when they interfered with the prejudices and sins of His hearers. Chapters 5
and 6 show the development of this opposition in debate and controversy before it broke into deadly
conflict. On the one side was Jesus, who claimed the allegiance of men on the basis of His divine
rights, and those who believed on Him; on the other side were those who disbelieved His claims, and
so regarded Him as an impostor. The subject matter was centered around two events: the healing of
the impotent man at the pool of Bethesda and the feeding of the five thousand in Galilee. These two
events differed in character, in scope, in locality, and in response. One was negative, for it removed
the handicap of a long standing disease. The other was positive, for it provided nourishment for the
healthy crowd. One pertained to an individual; the other affected more than five thousand people.
One took place in Jerusalem, the other in Galilee. The former evoked the enmity of the Jews; the
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latter brought the acclamation of the p 104 multitude. Both produced controversy, and to each
story John has added the report of the teaching which grew out of the event” [Merrill C. Tenney,
John: The Gospel of Belief, NICNT, pp. 103-104].
IV.

Outline. Roughly from Headings in NJKV
1. Jesus Heals the Paralytic Man (John 5.1-9).
2. A Discussion about Healing on the Sabbath (10-16).
3. Jesus Claims Equality with God (17-18).
4. Jesus Claims Equality with the Father in Power (19-21).
5. Jesus Claims Equality with God in Authority (22-30).
6. John Bore Witness of Jesus (31-35).
7. The Miracles Jesus Performed Serve Also as Witnesses (36).
8. God is Witness for Jesus (37-38).
9. The Scriptures Bear Witness of Jesus (39-47).

V.

Questions.
01.
02.
03.
04.
05.
06.
07.
08.
09.
10.
11.

True or False
_____ Defending His “working” on the Sabbath, Jesus pointed to the Father working.
_____ Jesus said He did not receive HONOR from men.
_____ Chapter five tells us that Jesus healed a man at the Passover Feast.
_____ This chapter speaks of the Judgment HOUR.
_____ Those Jews who rejected Jesus did not have God’s word abiding in them.
I Found it in Verse(s)
_____ The fact that Moses wrote of Jesus.
_____ The healed man carrying his bed was told that it was not lawful to be carrying his bed on
the Sabbath.
_____ Judgment has been committed to the Son.
_____ The Father loves the Son.
_____ The judgment of Jesus is just.
Short Answer
Three commands Jesus gave to the impotent man: (1) __________; (2) __________ ______ thy
bed; and (3) __________.

12.

The Scriptures _____________ of Jesus.

13.

Beyond their charge that Jesus had broken the Sabbath, the Jews were even more upset because
Jesus had done what: ___________________________________________________, making
Himself equal with God.

14.

Jesus said the things He said in His defense in order that what might be
accomplished?_______________________________________________________________

15.

Whom does the Son quicken (make alive)? ________________________________________
Each Question is worth 7 Points
My Score is: ________
Answers will be found on next week’s handout

ANSWERS to John 4 Questions… 01—False (26); 02—False (54); 03—True (5-6); 04—True (40);
05—True (18-19); 06—7; 07—24; 08—35; 09—11; 10—44; 11—eat (31); 12—baptized, disciples (2);
13—The hour his son began to amend (52); 14—The Samaritan woman (17); 15—the, Christ (42).
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VI.

Lessons & Applications.
16. JESUS FINDETH HIM IN THE TEMPLE… (John 5.14). “Not long thereafter, Jesus found the healed man in
the temple. This is significant; it evidences the fact that the man quickly made his way to the house
of God there doubtless to offer thanks for the blessing of health now his. He did not know who Jesus
was nor where he was; he did know that God would hear his prayer at the temple and to it he went.
Many people today are the recipients of untold blessings from God for which they never so much as
offer thanks. This man puts all such to shame by his action here. While ill he could not go to the
temple for prayer; now he could, and he did. Too often those who plead illness as an excuse for not
attending services are not faithful when their health improves. Jesus said to the man, ‘Sin no more,
lest a worse thing befall thee.’ Literally, do not keep on sinning, indicating that his affliction must
have been the result of sinful conduct on his part. Should he continue, he would make himself liable
to an even greater affliction and to greater guilt and thus be deserving of greater punishment
(Matthew 11.21-24). There is no hint in the text of the nature of the sin of which the man had been
guilty.” [Woods, p. 99].
17. MY FATHER WORKETH HITHERTO, AND I WORK… (John 5.17). “This statement was made by Jesus to the
Jews who were persecuting and seeking to kill him, because he had cured a sick man at Bethesda on
the Sabbath day. It is well to note that he did not meet their charge against him by pleading, as he did
on a similar occasion, that he had performed a work of mercy. Instead, he lifted the whole question
into a higher sphere, and told them that as God’s Son he was only obeying the law of his Father.
Nothing could be further from the thoughts of worldlings than that Jehovah is a working God, but
Jesus has changed all that. He teaches that God not only loves, but that he also works. He is first
revealed to us as the Creator; and no sooner had he finished the earth for a habitation for man than
the work of providence and redemption began. This, of course, is the story of the entire Bible, and
we have the word of Christ that God continues to work, and so does he. Honest work, faithfully
performed, is always a blessing, it matters not how one may view it; and if we are fortunate enough
to reach heaven, we are assured that there ‘his servants shall serve him.’ (See Revelation 22.3)”
[Leslie G. Thomas, in The Teacher’s Annual Lesson Commentary, 1961, p. 237].
18. ALL THAT ARE IN THE GRAVES SHALL HEAR HIS VOICE… (John 5.28-29)). “There will be only two
possibilities for the outcome of the Final Judgment of Jesus. It will either be ‘the resurrection of life’
or the ‘resurrection of damnation’ (John 5.29). This means a person will eventually be either in
eternal Heaven or Hell (Matthew 23.23; 25.46; John 14.3). There are no other possibilities shown
from the Scriptures. The apostle Paul looked forward to the ‘crown of righteousness’ which he said
will be given to those who will receive similar commendation (2 Timothy 4.7-8). The apostle John
made reference to a ‘crown of life’ which will be given to those who are ‘faithful unto death’
(Revelation 2.10). The inspired apostle Peter called it the ‘crown of glory’ (1 Peter 5.4)” [Peter Chin,
Who is Jesus?, the 2013 Four Seas Lectureship, p. 112].
19. AND YE HAVE NOT HIS WORD ABIDING IN YOU… (John 5.38). “Most of the confusion and division in the
religious world is here because of gross ignorance of God’s word. As Hosea the prophet stated, ‘My
people are destroyed for a lack of knowledge’ (Hosea 6.4). The doctrine that ‘we cannot all
understand the Bible alike’ has permeated the thinking of most denominations. The people of those
sects are happy with that condition, even thanking God for the many ‘churches’ available; never
realizing that those churches are the product of, ‘his word not abiding in them and their leaders.’
God’s word, if preached for ten thousand years, could never produce even one denomination, much
less the many we see about us today. The Bible only produces Christians only—nothing more or
less” [Harold Littrell, A Commentary on the Gospel by John, p., 63].
20. SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES… (John 5.39). Please read Thomas B. Warren’s notes on this passage. He
urges: The only way to read the Bible is with every word pointing to Jesus. I used it in a bulletin
article posted here: http://bit.ly/1knTi2w
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VII.

Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can find
them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the
good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

ANOTHER
FATHER
JUDGE
SABBATH
THING
WHEN

ANSWERED
HEAR
LIFE
SAID
TROUBLED
WHOLE

BECAUSE
HONOUR
MADE
SENT
VERILY
WITNESS

BELIEVE
JESUS
POOL
THEN
WALK
WORD

COME
JEWS
RECEIVE
THERE
WATER
WORK
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle.

John 5 (KJV)
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

ACROSS
01) Jesus said: “Search the ____...”
05) Bethesda was located here.
07) John bare witness unto the ____.
10) Jesus said: “I ____ not honor from
men.”
12) Jesus said: “Had ye believed ____,
ye would have believed Me…”
13) “…for what things ____ He doeth,
those also doeth the Son.”
14) A certain man had one of these for 38
years.

DOWN
02) Bethesda was one of these.
03) A kind of market mentioned.
04) Those having done good come
forth unto the ____ of life.
06) At Bethesda was a great ____ of
impotent folk.
08) At that hour, all in the ____ will hear
His voice.
09) Jesus talked about one of these
that is coming.
11) “…there is one that accuseth you,
____ Moses…”
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IX.

Links.

for John Chapter FIVE…

These links are to the writings of men and not to inspired Scripture, thus care and caution in weighing the conclusions is always wise.
Some are not really links, but listing of material commonly available in books and publications.

•

J.W. McGarvey’s Fourfold Gospel on John 5…
http://www.studylight.org/com/tfg/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=5

•

Burton Coffman’s Commentary on John 5…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bcc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=5

•

Albert Barnes, Barnes Notes on the Whole Bible, on John 5…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bnb/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=5

•

Joseph Benson’s Commentary on the Old and New Testaments, on John 5…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rbc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=5

•

Robertson’s Word Pictures in the New Testament, on John 5…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rwp/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=5

•

Vincent’s Word Studies on John 5…
http://www.studylight.org/com/vnt/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=5

•

Schaff’s Popular Commentary on the New Testament, on John 5
http://www.studylight.org/com/scn/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=5

•

John 5.3-4… “The Stirring of the Water and Bible Integrity,” by Dave Miller…
https://www.apologeticspress.org/apcontent.aspx?category=13&article=2103
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A Study of John 6
I.

Important Words/Phrases…
• 6.1… WHICH IS THE SEA OF TIBERIAS—“The Sea of Galilee is here designated also by one of its other
names. It had many names: Sea of Chinnereth (Numbers 34:11; Deuteronomy 3:17; Joshua 13:27;
19:35), Sea of Chinneroth (Joshua 12:3; 1 Kings15:20), Lake of Gennesaret (Luke 5:1), and Sea of
Tiberias (here in John 6:1). The latter name, which in modified form is used to this very day, was
derived from the city (Tiberias) which was founded on its western shores by Herod Antipas in the
year 22 A.D. Probably the readers in Asia Minor were better acquainted with that name than with
any of the others. Therefore the explanation which is the Sea of Tiberias is added to the older
designation.” [Baker’s New Testament Commentary].
• 6.3… INTO A MOUNTAIN—“…does not necessarily refer to a particular mountain or hillside, but may
simply mean ‘the hill country’ or ‘the high ground,’ referring to the high country east of the Sea of
Galilee (known today as the Golan Heights).” [NET Bible Notes].
• 6.6… TO PROVE HIM—“To prove him (peirazōn auton). Present active participle of peirazō, testing
him, not here in bad sense of tempting as so often (Matthew 4:1).” [Robertson’s Word Pictures].
• 6:7… TWO HUNDRED PENNYWORTH—“The Greek literally says, ‘bread of two hundred denarii’—that
is, ‘Two hundred denarii worth of bread’ (NASB). The denarius was a Roman silver coin worth
about 20 cents. But it also represented a day’s wages (Matthew 20.2).” Earle goes on to say that this
amount mentioned would have been about 8 months’ wages [Ralph Earle, Word Meanings in the
New Testament, p. 87].
• 6.9… BARLEY LOAVES—“Barley (κριθίνους) A detail peculiar to John. The word occurs in the New
Testament only here and John 6:13. An inferior sort of bread is indicated by the term. Pliny and
some of the Jewish writers describe barley as food fit for beasts. Suetonius speaks of a turgid
rhetorician as a barley orator, inflated like barley in moisture: and Livy relates how cohorts which
had lost their standards were ordered barley for food.” [Vincent’s Word Studies].
• 6.10… MAKE THE MEN SIT DOWN … SO THE MEN SAT DOWN—“The Greek uses two DIFFERENT words
here. The first is anthropous, which means human beings of both sexes. The second is andres, which
means male individuals. So Jesus gave orders to have the ‘people’ sit down, and then 5,000 ‘men’
sat down. … According to Jewish custom the women and children could not eat with men in public ”
[Earle, p. 87].
• 6.13… FRAGMENTS OF THE FIVE BARLEY LOAVES—“Note that the fish mentioned previously (in John 6:9)
are not emphasized here, only the five barley loaves. This is easy to understand, however, because
the bread is of primary importance for the author in view of Jesus’ upcoming discourse on the Bread
of Life” [NET Bible Notes].
• 6.14… THAT PROPHET—“The Prophet is a reference to the ‘prophet like Moses’ of Deuteronomy
18:15, by this time an eschatological figure in popular belief” [NET Bible].
• 6.19… FIVE AND TWENTY OR THIRTY FURLONGS—“… The distance here was ‘three or three and a half
miles’—that is, halfway across the lake” [Earle, p. 87].
• 6,21… IMMEDIATELY—“This apparently was another miraculous occurrence since Mark's Gospel
indicates that they had rowed about half way across the lake (cf. Mark 6:47). However, it is not
mentioned in the other Gospels (i.e., Matthew 14:32 or Mark 6:51)” [Bob Utley].
• 6.24… TOOK SHIPPING—“got into the boats” [Earle, p. 87].
• 6.26… MIRACLES—“(σημεῖα) Both the insertion of the definite article and the translation miracles in
the A.V. tend to obscure the true sense of the passage. Jesus says: You do not seek me because you
saw signs. What you saw in my works was only marvels. You did not see in them tokens of my
divine power and mission” [Vincent’s Word Studies].
• 6.29… THIS IS THE WORK OF GOD, THAT YE BELIEVE ON HIM—“Belief is thus said to be a work of God.
Some, mistaking Paul’s teaching that salvation is not ‘of works,’ assume that this excludes baptism
as a condition of salvation on the ground that it is something one does. However, the ‘works’ which
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•

•

Paul excludes from God’s plan to save are those of which one might ‘boast’ (Ephesians 2.8-9);
James includes works, as does Peter (James 2.20-24; Acts 10.24-35); the ‘works’ which Paul
excludes are the works of the law; the ‘works’ which James and Peter include are, the
commandments of the Lord (Matthew 7.21). To exclude all work from the plan of salvation is to
exclude faith which is by our Lord affirmed to be a work” [Guy N. Woods, A Commentary on the
Gospel According to John, p. 125].
6.31… DID EAT MANNA—“Ate the manna (to manna ephagon). The rabbis quoted Psalms 72:16 to
prove that the Messiah, when he comes, will outdo Moses with manna from heaven. Jesus was
claiming to be the Messiah and able to give bread for eternal life (John 6:27). Lightfoot (Biblical
Essays, p. 152) says: ‘The key to the understanding of the whole situation is an acquaintance with
the national expectation of the greater Moses.’ They quote to Jesus Exodus 16:15 (cf., Numbers
11:7; 21:5; Deuteronomy 8:3). Their plea is that Moses gave us bread “from heaven” (ek tou
ouranou). Can Jesus equal that deed of Moses?” [Robertson’s Word Pictures].
6.32-33… THE TRUE BREAD—Chart from Baker’s New Testament Commentary
Moses, as God's agent, merely gave
directions to the people regarding the
manner in which manna was to be
collected, Ex. 16.
Even if Moses be considered the giver,
it remains true that he did not give the
real bread out of heaven. The manna
was a type; it was not the Antitype.
What the manna provided, as it
descended from the visible heaven,
was nourishment (τροφή).

•

•

•

•

II.

The Father in heaven is ever the real
Giver.
The Father is giving the real bread out
of heaven. That real bread is Jesus,
the Antitype.
What Jesus, the real bread of life,
gives, is life (ζώη). (For meaning of the
term life see on John 1:4; 3:16.)

6.44… EXCEPT THE FATHER WHICH HATH SENT HIM DRAW HIM—“Those whom the Father draws to Christ
are those who are influenced by Him to come. The means, or methods of such attraction is the gospel
which is intended to be preached to all (Matthew 28.18-20; Mark 16.15-16). All are invited to come
and those who do come to the Lord are those willing to respond to the gospel (Matthew 11.28).
Some, like these unbelieving Jews, are not drawn, because they do not will to do so; it has been well
said that a magnet draws iron, but not all objects are drawn by magnets, because all are not iron!
Similarly, one must be of the right disposition and have the proper response to the drawing power of
the Father which He exercises through the gospel. This is shown to be true in the verse following
which Jesus supported by teaching from the prophets (Isaiah 54.13; Jeremiah33.33-34; Joel 3.16-17;
Micah 4.1)” [Woods, p. 130].
6.51… FLESH—“It is said to be His flesh because it was this flesh which would be offered upon the
cross that such life might be made available. It is for ‘the life of the world,’ because it was to be
given in order that the world might have life (John 3.16)” [Woods, p. 132].
6.59… AS HE TAUGHT IN CAPERNAUM—“Among the ruins at Tell Hum, the probable site of Capernaum,
have been found among the remains of a synagogue a block of stone, perhaps the lintel, carved with
the pot of manna, and with a pattern of vine leaves and clusters of grapes. See a full account of these
ruins in Thomson's “Land and Book, Central Palestine and Phoenicia,” pp. 417-419” [Vincent’s
Word Studies].
6.60… HARD SAYING—“(sklēros). ‘This saying is a hard one.’ Old adjective, rough, harsh, dried hard
(from skellō, to dry), probably the last saying of Jesus that he was the bread of life come down from
heaven and they were to eat him. It is to be hoped that none of the twelve joined the many disciples
in this complaint” [Robertson’s Word Pictures].

Chronology.
BIBLE PERIOD: The Period of the Christ.
Estimate from: The Reese Chronological Bible: April, A.D. 28
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John 6.4… “Passover. According to John’s sequence of material, considerable time has elapsed since
the feast of 5:1. If the feast in 5:1 was Pentecost of A.D. 31, then this feast would be the Passover
of A.D. 32, just one year before Jesus’ crucifixion.” [NET Bible Notes].
III.

Summary.
CONTENTS: Feeding the 5,000. Walking on the sea. Discourse on the Bread of Life. Peter’s confession
of faith.
CHARACTERS: God, Jesus, disciples, boy, Moses, Joseph
CONCLUSION: Jesus Christ, the true Bread, is that to the soul which bread is to the body, nourishing
and supporting the spiritual life. Our bodies could live better without food than our souls without Christ.
Those who have received this Bread are to be the distributors of it to other hungry souls.
KEY WORD: Bread, 6.5; 6.33
STRONG VERSES: 27, 29, 35, 37, 39-40, 44, 51, 63
STRIKING FACTS: Verse 27: Jesus is sealed by God the Father as the Savior of the world.
• By His anointing (1.32-34).
• By the voice from heaven (12.28-30).
• By His protection (7.28-30).
• By the character of His teaching (7.16-17).
• By the resurrection (20.19).
--The Summarized Bible by Keith Brooks, p. 30.

IV.

Outline. Roughly from Headings in NJKV
1. Jesus Feeds 5,000 (John 6.1-15; cf., Matthew 14.13-21; Mark 6.31-44; Luke 9.11-17).
2. Jesus Walks on Water (16-21; cf., Matthew 14.22-33; Mark 6.45-52).
3. Discourse on the Bread of Life (22-59).
4. Reaction to the Lord’s Claims (60-71).

V.

Questions.
True or False
01.
02.
03.
04.
05.
06.
07.
08.
09.
10.

_____ Faith is a work.
_____ When Jesus asked: “Will ye also go away?,” it was John who answered for the apostles.
_____ There was a prayer of thanks before the feeding of the 5,000.
_____ Some sought to take Jesus by force and make Him king.
_____ Jesus gave a warning about murmuring in this chapter.
I Found it in Verse(s)
_____ Jesus said: “I am that bread of life.”
_____ Something about a HARD SAYING.
_____ Where Jesus proved or tested His disciples.
_____ Jesus said: “I am the bread of life.”
_____ Jesus comforted the disciples.
Short Answer

11.

That which QUICKENS or gives life is: _______________________________

12.

What Jesus came down from heaven to do:
_________________________________________________________________________

13.

Men who saw Jesus feed the 5,000 said that Jesus was: __________ _____________.

14.

In verse number _____ the word INDEED is used twice.

15.

When the disciples saw Jesus walking on the sea, they were ____________.
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Each Question is worth 7 Points
My Score is: ________
Answers will be found on next week’s handout
ANSWERS to John 5 Questions… 01—True (17); 02—True (41); 03—False (1); 04—True (28); 05—
True (38); 06—46; 07—10; 08—22; 09—20; 10—30; 11—Rise, take, up, walk (8); 12—testify (39);
13—Said God was His Father (18); 14—That those Jews might be saved (14); 15—whom He will (21).
VI.

Lessons & Applications.
I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE… (John 6.35). One of the signs that John recorded was the feeding of the five
thousand men with only five barley loaves and two fish that a boy in the crowd had brought with him
(John 6:5-14). The miracle so impressed the people that some concluded that He was "the prophet" that
was to come into the world. From this conclusion a movement was even started to force Jesus to be their
king. This attempt He utterly rejected by departing from them (John 6:15). The next day a multitude
followed Him to Capernaum, where they found Him in the synagogue (John 6:24, 59). Jesus accused
them of seeking Him merely for more loaves and fish when they really should be seeking for food that
would provide them with eternal life. The Lord told them the Son of man was the source of this food and
that believing on Him was the means of receiving it.
Incredibly, in spite of the banquet He amazingly provided the day before, they asked for a sign that they
might believe His words. Their problem of unbelief lay not in the impotence of the sign they had seen,
but in the perverseness of their hearts. And so it is with the theological modernist, the humanist, the
atheist, and the agnostic of our day. He disbelieves, not because of the impotence of the evidence, but in
spite of the power of it. He chooses to doubt, to disbelieve, to reject the manifold body of powerful
evidence. He cannot bear the consequences and implications of belief in God, in the Bible, and in the
Christ. The skeptic literally wills God and Christ out of existence (or so he thinks)!
The Jews reminded Jesus that their fathers had been given manna in the wilderness. They seem to imply
that Moses produced a great sign by giving their fathers the manna, and they wonder if Jesus can eclipse
that sign in producing the food He had just mentioned. The Lord responded that the manna was not the
true bread and that it was not Moses, but God, Who provided it. Jesus thereby introduced the fact that
God is the source of the true life-giving bread which He had sent into the world. When they asked for
that bread, Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger, and he that
believeth on me shall never thirst" (John 6:35). He repeats His "Bread of life" claim a few moments later
(John 6:48,51). Bread has for centuries been a primary part of man's diet. It is so central to his
sustenance that it has become a symbol for the entire gamut of man's food. Jesus used bread figuratively
in this all-embracing sense in this passage -- essential sustenance and nourishment for the soul.
As in His temptations in the wilderness, so in this remarkable discourse, Jesus went all the way back to a
principle first enunciated by Moses: "Man shall not live by bread alone..." (Matt. 4:4; Deut. 8:3).
Physical food and drink satisfy physical hunger and thirst only briefly, and then we hunger and thirst
again (John 6:27,35b). Physical food and drink sustain us only for the brief span of our lives on this
earth, and sooner or later we all die (John 6:49,58a). Those who partake of the Bread of life will not die,
but will live forever (John 6:50-51,58b).
Jesus did not set Himself forth as "a Bread" or "one Bread" among many, but "the Bread" -- the only,
exclusive, without exception, indispensable Bread of life sent from the Father. In so doing He clearly set
Himself forth as the only source of spiritual and eternal life. How are we to partake of Him as the Bread
of life so as to receive eternal life? He explains in various ways:
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21. 1. One must "work ... for the food which abideth unto eternal life" and this "work of God" is
to "believe on him whom he hath sent" (John 6:27,29)
22. 2. "He that cometh to me shall not hunger and he that believeth on me shall never thirst"
(John 6:35b)
23. 3. "Every one that beholdeth the Son, and believeth on him, should have eternal life" (John
6:40)
24. 4. "And they shall all be taught of God. Every one that hath heard from the father, and hath
learned, cometh unto me" (John 6:45)
25. 5. "He that believeth hath eternal life" (John 6:47)
26. 6. "If any man eat of this bread (Himself, His flesh), he shall live forever" (John 6:51)
27. 7. "He that eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood hath eternal life" (John 6:54)<6
28. 8. "He that eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood abideth in me, and I in him" (John 6:56)
The compilation of the statements above leads to the following conclusion: Jesus says that eternal
life is procured by eating His flesh and drinking His blood, but also by believing on Him and coming
to Him. Therefore, to eat of the Bread of life (i. e., eat His flesh and drink His blood) is a figure of
speech for believing in and coming to Christ as the Son of God. One believes in and comes to Christ
by hearing and learning the Word of God. That which Jesus taught figuratively in this chapter, He
taught in literal terminology a bit later: "Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my word, he
shall never see death" (John 8:51). Thus, to eat of the Bread of life means to believe and obey the
Word of Christ. Christ is "... unto all them that obey him the author of eternal salvation" (Heb. 5:9).
To "eat" His flesh and "drink" His blood is simply to appropriate and apply the sacrifice of Christ
upon the cross, which is accomplished when the penitent believer confesses Christ and is baptized
into Christ and into His death (Acts 2:37-38; Rom. 6:3- 4). When one thus obeys Christ, He indeed
partakes of the Bread of life.
The strangest of all ironies is that the world is starving spiritually, but not because the Bread of Life
is not available, but because they refuse to eat!
[Dub McClish, 1999 Annual Denton Lectures, pp., 212-213].
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VII.

Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can find
them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the
good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

BELIEVE
DISCIPLES
GATHER
MIRACLE
SAID
THEREFORE

BOAT
DRAW
HEAVEN
MURMUR
SEEK
VERILY

BREAD
FATHER
JESUS
PETER
SHIP
WALKED

CAME
FLESH
LIFE
PROPHET
THEN
WENT

COME
FOLLOWED
LIVE
REMAIN
THERE
WHEN
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle.

John 6 (KJV)
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

ACROSS
01) Jesus was told: “____ give us this
bread.”
02) The number of small fishes available.
04) Jesus asked him where to buy bread.
08) 5,000 were fed and 12 baskets of
these remained.
09) Immediately the ship was at the ____
where they were headed.
12) Jesus taught in a synagogue here.
13) Something to eat, mentioned 3 times.

DOWN
01) Describes life.
03) The disciples ____ received Jesus
into the ship.
05) 200 pennyworth of bread was not
____.
06) The disciples addressed Jesus as
____.
07) This feast was near at the time of
John 6.
10) “Our fathers did eat manna in the
____.”
11) Judas Iscariot’s father.
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IX.

Links.

for John Chapter SIX…

These links are to the writings of men and not to inspired Scripture, thus care and caution in weighing the conclusions is always wise.
Some are not really links, but listing of material commonly available in books and publications.

•

J.W. McGarvey’s Fourfold Gospel on John 6…
http://www.studylight.org/com/tfg/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=6

•

Burton Coffman’s Commentary on John 6…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bcc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=6

•

Albert Barnes, Barnes Notes on the Whole Bible, on John 6…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bnb/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=6

•

Joseph Benson’s Commentary on the Old and New Testaments, on John 6…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rbc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=6

•

Robertson’s Word Pictures in the New Testament, on John 6…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rwp/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=6

•

Vincent’s Word Studies on John 6…
http://www.studylight.org/com/vnt/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=6

•

Schaff’s Popular Commentary on the New Testament, on John 6
http://www.studylight.org/com/scn/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=6

•

David Sproule on John 6… http://www.pblcoc.org/media/text/825
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A Study of John 7
I.

Important Words/Phrases…
• 7:2… FEAST OF TABERNACLES—“Or ‘feast of the Tents’ (the feast where people lived in tents or
shelters, which was celebrated in the autumn after harvest). John’s use of σκηνοπηγία (skēnopēgia)
for the feast of Tabernacles constitutes the only use of this term in the New Testament” [NET Bible
Notes]. ||||| “This feast occurred in the early autumn (September or early October), and lasted for
seven days. Its observance is commanded in Exodus 23:16; 34:22; Leviticus 23:39, 23:42-43;
Deuteronomy 16:13. Its significance was twofold. It was a harvest-home festival, and hence was
called the Feast of Ingathering, and it commemorated the dwelling of Israel in tents or booths in the
wilderness. Hence the name Feast of Booths or Tabernacles. The association of the latter event with
harvest was designed to remind the people in their prosperity of the days of their homeless
wandering, that their hearts might not be lifted up and forget God, who delivered them from bondage
(Deuteronomy 8:12-17). Therefore they were commanded to quit their permanent homes and to
dwell in booths at the time of harvest” [Vincent’s Word Studies].
• 7.5… NEITHER DID HIS BRETHREN BELIEVE—“So real and genuine was Jesus’ humanity, and so well
hidden was his deity before he began his earthly ministry, that even those who had lived in the same
house with him for nearly 30 years did not know who he was: not even his brothers believed in
him. They lived and ate and slept in the same rooms as the eternal Son of God and did not know it”
[ESV Study Bible, p. 2036].
• 7.6… TIME—“kairos (G2540), primarily ‘due measure, due proportion,’ when used of ‘time,’
signified ‘a fixed or definite period, a season,’ sometimes an opportune or seasonable ‘time,’ e.g.,
Romans 5:6, RV, ‘season’; Galatians 6:10, ‘opportunity’” [Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary
of New Testament Words, e-Sword edition]. ||||| “Kairos implies that which time gives an
opportunity to do” [Spiros Zodhiates, The Hebrew-Greek Word Study Bible, p. 1726]. |||||
“Although the word is καιρός (kairos) here, it parallels John’s use of ὥρα (hōra) elsewhere as a
reference to the time appointed for Jesus by the Father - the time of his return to the Father,
characterized by his death, resurrection, and ascension (glorification). In the Johannine literature,
synonyms are often interchanged for no apparent reason other than stylistic variation” [NET Bible
Notes].
• 7.12…MURMURING—“Whereas goggusmos in 6.41, like the verb gogguzw in 6.61, represented a
grumbling against Jesus, here (as in v. 32) the term indicates a ‘restless muttering’ (Hoskyns, 313),
or ‘undercover talk’ (Schnackenburg, 2:143). Some of this talk was sympathetic to Jesus (‘He is a
good man’), and some of it hostile (‘He is leading the people astray’)” [George R. Beasley-Murray,
Word Biblical Commentary: John, p. 107].
• 7.13… FEAR OF THE JEWS—“The ‘murmuring’ was thus on a restrained level and engaged in in such
fashion as not to attract the attention of the Jewish leaders. So antagonistic were they to Jesus that
any one speaking in a favorable manner of him would be immediately suspect and subject to
discipline by the authorities” [Guy N. Woods, A Commentary on the Gospel According to John, p.
145].
• 7.15… MARVELLED—“…they were astonished that someone who had not studied in one of the great
rabbinical centres of learning, or with one of the famous rabbis, could have such a command of
Scripture, such telling mastery in his exposition. About a year later, Peter and John similarly
confounded the religious authorities, who were compelled to observe that although they were
‘unschooled (agrammatoi), ordinary men’ (Acts 4.13), they had been with Jesus and apparently drew
their knowledge and authority from that exposure” [D.A. Carson, The Gospel According to John,
The Pillar New Testament Commentary, p. 311]. ||||| HAVING NEVER LEARNED--“Ironically when
the Jewish leaders came face to face with the Word become flesh - the preexistent Logos, creator of
the universe and divine Wisdom personified - they treated him as an untaught, unlearned person,
without the formal qualifications to be a teacher” [NET Bible Notes].
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7.16… DOCTRINE—“Today ‘doctrine’ has a technical connotation. In religious circles it refers to
theological dogmas. The Greek word here, didache, simply means ‘teaching’” [Ralph Earle, Word
Meanings in the New Testament, p. 87].
7.23… ON THE SABBATH DAY RECEIVE CIRCUMCISION…—“ If a male child is circumcised on the Sabbath
so that the law of Moses is not broken. The Rabbis counted 248 parts to a man’s body. In the Talmud
(b. Yoma 85b) R. Eleazar ben Azariah (ca. a.d. 100) states: “If circumcision, which attaches to one
only of the 248 members of the human body, suspends the Sabbath, how much more shall the saving
of the whole body suspend the Sabbath?” So absolutely binding did rabbinic Judaism regard the
command of Lev 12:3 to circumcise on the eighth day, that in the Mishnah m. Shabbat 18.3; 19.1, 2;
and m. Nedarim 3.11 all hold that the command to circumcise overrides the command to observe the
Sabbath” [NET Bible Notes].
7.24… JUDGE RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT—“When all the facts are known and everything is put into its
proper perspective, then a just and correct judgment can be made. Those who opposed Jesus and
accused Him of breaking the Sabbath law were judging by appearance or superficially. Our Lord
said we are to judge "righteous judgment. /// In the previous verse, Jesus argued that the Jews were
inconsistent—“He draws a contrast between what the Jews allowed on the Sabbath, though it was
against their traditions, and what He had done, which they refused to allow. They would circumcise
a baby if the eighth day after his birth fell on a Sabbath day. Circumcision did not violate the
Sabbath restrictions regarding work, but it did violate the extra rules that the Pharisees had added to
the Sabbath law. This is not a case of one law superseding another, as some suppose. God's laws do
not contradict, nor do we have to choose in some situations which law to keep and which to break.
God's law did not work that way then, nor does it today” [Tim Ayers, in Studies in John, Annual
Denton Lectures].
7.26… BOLDLY--“Freedom in speaking, unreservedness in speech. Openly, frankly, i.e., without
concealment. Without ambiguity or circumlocution. Without the use of figures and comparisons”
[Thayer].
7.27… WHEN CHRIST COMETH, NO MAN KNOWETH WHENCE HE IS—“The conjecture that Jesus might
indeed be the Christ, the expected Messiah, is at once dismissed by these perplexed people on the
ground that he did not meet Jewish expectations regarding the appearance of Messiah. … An
elaborate theology had been built up by their teachers regarding this. From Daniel 7.13 and Malachi
3.1, they thought the Christ would make a sudden and spectacular appearance at the temple, arriving
on the clouds without previous announcement. These views, born of tradition, were not supported by
the scriptures cited and conflicted with other passages touching the place of the Lord’s birth,
announcements of his Harbinger, John the Baptist and his triumphant entry into Jerusalem” [Woods,
pp., 150-51]. ||||| “In the Talmud (b. Sanhedrin 97a) Rabbi Zera taught: ‘Three come unawares:
Messiah, a found article, and a scorpion.’ Apparently OT prophetic passages like Mal 3:1 and Dan
9:25 were interpreted by some as indicating a sudden appearance of Messiah. It appears that this was
not a universal view: The scribes summoned by Herod at the coming of the Magi in Matt 2 knew
that the Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem. It is important to remember that Jewish messianic
expectations in the early 1st century were not monolithic” [NET Bible Notes].
7.32… OFFICERS—“The temple guards were a kind of temple police force, drawn from the Levites,
with primary responsibility for maintaining order in the temple area. But since the Sanhedrin
governed the internal affairs of the country in all matters of little interest to the Roman prefect, the
temple police could be used at the pleasure of that high court in matters quite removed from the
sacred precincts. If Jesus was still teaching somewhere in the temple area, however, they would not
have had to go far. These guards were under a commanding officer, 'the captain of the temple,’ who
was also drawn from one of the priestly families and whose authority in a wide range of practical
matters was second only to that of the high priest (cf., Shurer 2.277f.)” [D.A. Carson, pp. 319-20].
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7.35… THE DISPERSED AMONG THE GENTILES—“The dispersed among the Gentiles (τὴν διασπορὰν
τῶν Ἑλλήνων). Literally, the dispersion of the Greeks. The Jews who remained in foreign lands
after the return from the Captivity were called by two names:
1. The Captivity, which was expressed in Greek by three words, viz., ἀποικία, a settlement far from
home, which does not occur in the New Testament; μετοικεσία, change of abode, which is found
in Matthew 1:11-12, 17, and always of the carrying into Babylon; αἰχμαλωσία, a taking at the
point of the spear; Ephesians 4:8; Revelation 13:10.
2. The Dispersion (διασπορά). See on 1 Peter 1:1; see on James 1:1. The first name marks their
relation to their own land; the second to the strange lands” [Vincent’s Word Studies].
7.37-39… LAST DAY, THAT GREAT DAY OF THE FEAST—“In addition to the ceremonies originally
prescribed at the institution of the Feast of Tabernacles {see Exodus 23:16 Pentecost (Feast of
Harvest)}, were several others of a later date. Among these was the daily drawing of water from the
pool of Siloam. Every daybreak of the seven days of the feast, a priest went to the pool of Siloam
and filled with water a golden pitcher, containing about two and one-half pints. He was accompanied
by a procession of the people and musicians. On returning to the temple, he was welcomed with
three blasts from a trumpet, and, going to the west side of the great altar, he poured the water from
the golden pitcher into a silver basin, which had holes in the bottom through which the water was
carried off. This ceremony was accompanied with songs and shouts from the people and the sound
of trumpets. It is supposed to have been designed to represent three distinct things: (1) A memorial
of the water provided for their fathers in the desert. (2) A symbol of the forthcoming “latter rain.” (3)
A representation of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at the coming of the Messiah. To this last,
reference is made in verses 38 and 39, and it’s to this pouring out of water, or the Holy Spirit, that
Jesus no doubt refers to in our text-verse” [James M. Freeman and Harold J. Chadwick, Manners &
Customs of the Bible, North Brunswick, NJ: Bridge-Logos Publishers, 1998, p. 516]. ||||| “Jesus
used this event as an object lesson and opportunity to make a very public invitation on the last day of
the feast for His people to accept Him as the living water. His words recall Isaiah 55.1” [John
MacArthur, The MacArthur Study Bible, NKJV, p. 1596]. ||||| “Expositors differ regarding the
‘last day’ of the feast alluded to in the text. Many think it was the eighth day, when a special, solemn
service was observed following the feast. But what appears to be an insuperable ofjection to this
conclusion is the fact the ceremony of drawing water from the pool of Siloam was not observed on
the eighth day and it appears to have been this action which prompted the Lord’s words regarding
the living waters. … Ancient rabbis are quoted as having said that he who had never witnessed this
ceremony did not really know what rejoicing meant. At the closing of the singing of the Hallel there
was a pause in the activities and it was evidently at this moment that the voice of the Lord rang out
saying, ‘If any man thirst let him come unto me and drink…’ John says Jesus ‘cried out,” which
emphasizes the fact that he shouted loudly so that all might hear” [Woods, p. 155]. ||||| LIVING
WATER—“The ‘living bread’ of John 6, and the ‘living water’ of John 7, refer to the same thing and
emphasize the fact that in our Lord alone is there food to supply spiritual hunger and water to quench
spiritual thirst. We must distinguish between the ‘living water’ which refreshes the thirsty soul and
gives salvation and the flowing out of this water to others, through those directed by the Holy Spirit.
These blessings were embraced by receiving the teaching of Jesus, then in person, and later, through
miraculously endowed men (when the Spirit had been given) beginning on the first Pentecost
following his resurrection” [Woods, p. 156].
7.39… JESUS WAS NOT YET GLORIFIED—“He was glorified when he was restored to that position of
honor with the Father which he relinquished when he came into the world (Philippians 2.5-11). It
was then that he had the ‘glory’ which was his before his voluntary assumption of flesh (John 17.5).
The Spirit was not given until after the Lord’s ascension (Acts 2.1ff). The fulfillment of his
statement is to be seen in Acts 2; and subsequently, in the coming of the Spirit, in miraculous power,
to the apostles and early disciples (Acts 5.32)” [Woods, p. 156].
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7.50… NICODEMUS SAITH—“Nicodemus’ mind had not closed regarding Christ’s claims, so that while
not defending Jesus directly, he did raise a procedural point in Jesus’ favor” [MacArthur, p. 1597].

•
II.

Chronology.
BIBLE PERIOD: The Period of the Christ.
Estimate from: The Reese Chronological Bible: October 14-21, A.D. 28
7.1… “…the transition is indicated by the imprecise temporal indicator After this. Clearly, though, the
author has left out much of the events of Jesus’ ministry, because chap. 6 took place near the
Passover (6:4). This would have been the Passover between winter/spring of a.d. 32, just one
year before Jesus’ crucifixion (assuming a date of a.d. 33 for the crucifixion), or the Passover of
winter/spring a.d. 29, assuming a date of a.d. 30 for the crucifixion” [NET Bible Notes].

III.

Summary.
“In John 7 we find Jesus teaching at the feast of tabernacles about six months before His crucifixion.
Opposition to His claims of Messiahship is getting stronger, and yet He is allowed to teach openly in the
temple because ‘His hour was not yet come’ (John 7.30). Opinion among the multitude is sharply
divided over just who Jesus is and what to do about Him, but the Jewish rulers know He must be
eliminated if they are to retain their position of authority and power” [Tim Ayers, in Studies in John,
Dub McClish, Editor, p. 84].

IV.

Outline. Roughly from Headings in NJKV
1. Jesus’ Brothers Do Not Believe (John 7.1-9).
2. Jesus Goes to the Feast Secretly (10-13).
3. Jesus’ Authority is from the Father (14-24).
4. Jesus’ Origin is from the Father (25-31).
5. Jesus Speaks of Going to the Father (32-36).
6. Jesus Speaks of LIVING WATER (37-39).
7. Israel has Divided Opinions about Jesus (40-44).
8. The Sanhedrin is Confused over Jesus (45-53).

V.

Questions.
True or False
01.

_____ Toward the end of the feast, Jesus went to the temple and began teaching.

02.

_____ The officers sent to arrest Jesus had an excellent reason why they did not complete their
mission.

03.

_____ A division is mentioned in this chapter.

04.

_____ All judging is sinful.

05.

_____ Jesus testified about the works of the world being evil.
I Found it in Verse(s)

06.

_____ The reason Jesus could not walk in Jewry.

07.

_____ The person’s name who came to Jesus by night.

08.

_____ The question:

09.

_____ Jesus stood and cried out.

?
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10.

_____ Jesus accused of having a devil.
Short Answer

11.

The only thing in the chapter which is modified by the word MUCH is: _______________

12.

A word used to describe the way Jesus spoke: __________________

13.

Many said:

14.

Nicodemus was told to SEARCH. What do you think they would have wanted him to search?

.

_____________________________________
15.

We are told, specifically, these men did not believe in Jesus (i.e., that He was Son of God).
______________________________________________________
Each Question is worth 7 Points
My Score is: ________
Answers will be found on next week’s handout

ANSWERS to John 6 Questions… 01—True (29); 02—False (68); 03—True (11); 04—True (15);
05—True (43); 06—48; 07—60; 08—5-6; 09—35; 10—20; 11—the spirit (63); 12—the will of Him
that sent Me (38); 13—that prophet (14); 14—55; 15—afraid (19).
VI.

Lessons & Applications.
• ME IT HATETH, BECAUSE I TESTIFY OF IT, THAT THE WORKS THEREOF ARE EVIL… (John 7.7). Reading these
words from Jesus might help us as we strive to follow His will and find ourselves opposed by the
worldly people we contact. There is a reason why they oppose our efforts and despise us and seek to
make our lives difficult. Jesus gives us that reason here. THINK: If I am not receiving any
opposition or persecution, what would be the reason for that situation?
• HAVING NEVER LEARNED… (John 7.15)). “Jesus had not attended either of the rabbinical theological
schools in Jerusalem (Hillel, Shammai). He was not a rabbi in the technical sense, only a carpenter,
and yet he surpassed the professional rabbis in the use of their own methods of debate. It is
sometimes true today that unschooled men in various walks of life forge ahead of men of lesser gifts
with school training” [Robertson’s Word Pictures].
• NEVER MAN SPAKE LIKE THIS MAN… (John 7.46). I once preached a sermon gleaned from: The Spiritual
Sword, April 1970, pp. 8-11, Thomas B. Warren; LIFE OF CHRIST, by David Echols, Section 96;
Jesus the Master Respondent, by J.D. Bales. One of the points from one of those sources was:
Never Man Spake…
29. With such Authority (Mt 17.1-5).
30. With such Compassion, Love, and Tenderness (Mt 19.14).
31. Words of Such Power (Mt 7.26-27).
32. Words of Such Simplicity (Mt 5—7).
33. Words of Such High Ideals (Mt 7.12).
34. Words of Such Promise and Hope (Mt 6.33; John 14.19).
35. Words Giving So Much Purpose for Living (John 3.3-5; 6.63)
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VII.

Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can find
them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the
good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

ALSO
CIRCUMCISE
JESUS
MARVEL
SAID
WHEN

ANSWERED
COME
JEWS
MOSES
SENT
WORK

BECAUSE
FEAST
JUDGE
MURMURED
THEN

BELIEVE
GALILEE
KILL
PEOPLE
THING

CHRIST
HAND
KNOW
PHARISEES
WALK
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle.

John 7 (KJV)
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

ACROSS
01) What Jesus did when He went up to
the temple.
05) The Jews wondered: “Will He go
unto the ____...””
06) Came to Jesus by night.
09) Some said: “Shall Christ come out of
____?”
10) The Jews had no problem receiving
____ on the Sabbath.
12) Many said of Jesus: “Of a ____ this
is the Prophet.”
13) Jesus would not walk in ____.

DOWN
01) Jesus said: “My ____ is not yet
come.
02) Jesus told his brothers: “Go ye up
____ this feast…”
03) Christ comes of the ____ of David.
04) Jesus said: “Judge not according
to the ____.”
07) Jesus asked: “Are you ____ at
me…?”
08) No man doeth any thing in ____.
11) ____ man spake like this man.
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IX.

Links.

for John Chapter SEVEN…

These links are to the writings of men and not to inspired Scripture, thus care and caution in weighing the conclusions is always wise.
Some are not really links, but listing of material commonly available in books and publications.

•

J.W. McGarvey’s Fourfold Gospel on John 7…
http://www.studylight.org/com/tfg/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=7

•

Burton Coffman’s Commentary on John 7…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bcc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=7

•

Albert Barnes, Barnes Notes on the Whole Bible, on John 7…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bnb/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=7

•

Joseph Benson’s Commentary on the Old and New Testaments, on John 7…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rbc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=7

•

Robertson’s Word Pictures in the New Testament, on John 7…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rwp/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=7

•

Vincent’s Word Studies on John 7…
http://www.studylight.org/com/vnt/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=7

•

Schaff’s Popular Commentary on the New Testament, on John 7
http://www.studylight.org/com/scn/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=7
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A Study of John 8
I.

Important Words/Phrases, and Other Notes…
• 8.1-11-- “Much has been written with respect to the authenticity of this story. Is it to be considered a
genuine part of the Fourth Gospel written (or at least dictated) by the apostle John? Also, regardless
of whether John himself wrote it, does it belong in the Bible, or should it be removed from
Scripture? In answer to the first question it should be clearly stated that the facts at our disposal do
not enable us to declare definitely that the apostle himself wrote or dictated this account. As to the
second, it is our conviction that these same facts indicate that no attempt should be made to remove
this portion from Holy Writ” [Baker’s New Testament Commentary, e-Sword edition].
• 8.1…
--“The Mount of Olives is a hill running north to south about 1.8
mi (3 km) long, lying east of Jerusalem across the Kidron Valley. It was named for the large number
of olive trees that grew on it” [The NET Bible Notes].
• 8.3…
—“The traditional rendering of γραμματεύς (grammateus) as ‘scribe’ does not
communicate much to the modern English reader, for whom the term might mean ‘professional
copyist,’ if it means anything at all. The people referred to here were recognized experts in the law
of Moses and in traditional laws and regulations. Thus ‘expert in the law’ comes closer to the
meaning for the modern reader” [The NET Bible Notes].
• 8.4…
—This verse makes clear that there is an
ACT of adultery. Clearly, it is an unlawful sexual act. Adultery is NOT to be defined as the sin of
breaking a covenant. It is a sin involving two people in illicit sexual union when one of the two is
married to another person.
• 8.5…
—“The
scribes and Pharisees brought a woman caught in adultery. It is noteworthy that the man was not
brought. If they were caught in the very act, the man was there as well. In the OT, both were to be
stoned to death” [T.J. Clarke, in Bible Institute of Missouri Notes, published in e-Sword format by
Bradley S. Cobb: http://bit.ly/1oe5yQQ ]. ||||| Deuteronomy 22.22…

•

•

. If these scribes and
Pharisees were truly interested in following the Scripture and putting away evil from Israel, does it
not make sense that they would have brought the man to Jesus as well, since he was equally evil???
Their intentions are clear, even to us, and Jesus certainly was aware of the WHY of their bringing
this woman before Him!
8.6…
, --“The Armenian translates the passage this way: ‘He himself, bowing his head, was
writing with his finger on the earth to declare their sins; and they were seeing their several sins on
the stones.’ The suggestion is that Jesus was writing in the dust the sins of the very men who were
accusing the woman. There may be something in that. The normal Greek word for to write is
graphein; but here the word used is katagraphein, which can mean to write down a record against
someone. (One of the meanings of kata is against). So in Job 13:26 Job says: ‘Thou writest
(katagraphein) bitter things against me.’ It may be that Jesus was confronting those self-confident
sadists with the record of their own sins” [William Barclay, Daily Study Bible]. That is an interesting
theory, and so are several others, but we simply have not been told in Scripture what Jesus wrote, so
we must leave it in the realm of the secret things (Deuteronomy 29.29).
8.15…
—“What is the meaning of Jesus’ statement ‘I do not judge anyone’? It
is clear that Jesus did judge (even in the next verse). The point is that he didn’t practice the same
kind of judgment that the Pharisees did. Their kind of judgment was condemnatory. They tried to
condemn people. Jesus did not come to judge the world, but to save it (3:17). Nevertheless, and not
contradictory to this, the coming of Jesus did bring judgment, because it forced people to make a
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choice. Would they accept Jesus or reject him? Would they come to the light or shrink back into the
darkness? As they responded, so were they judged - just as John 3:19–21” [The NET Bible Notes].
8.20…
--“The Evangelist rounds off this
exchange by identifying the setting (a pattern he has followed elsewhere: cf., 6.59). The place where
the offerings were put probably refers to the thirteen ‘shofar-chests’ (probably so named because the
‘chests’ were shaped like shofars (Heb. sopar), a trumpet; cf., Mishnah Shekalim 2.1; 6.1, 5). Each
was inscribed with the use to which the money collected in it was ostensibly put. Nowhere do we
learn explicitly where they were placed, but probably the were located in the Court of the Women, if
we may judge from access women had to them (cf., Mk 12.41-42; cf. SB 2.37-45). John’s principal
point is that no-one seized him, because his time (hora) had not yet come. … The assumption, of
course, is that the animus against Jesus in some circles had not abated, but had increased, and was
biding its time. But the right ‘hour’ (hora) would be determined by God himself” [D.A. Carson, The
Gospel According to John, p. 341]. ||||| These “shofar-chests” described in Carson’s note are
mentioned in Josephus: Jewish Wars 5.5.2, 6.5.2; in Antiquities, 19.6.1.
8.24…
—“Wicked though they were, the Lord
graciously held out to these tormentors the possibility of salvation by showing them that by
accepting him as the Saviour of the world they could escape the consequences of their previous and
present state” [Guy N. Woods, A Commentary on the Gospel According to John, p. 170].
8.27…
—“‘Preoccupied as they were with thoughts of an earthly
deliverer’ (Westcott) and prejudiced against recognizing Jesus as the one sent from God”
[Robertson’s Word Pictures].
8.28…
—“Jesus said I’ve done the things
that prove what I claim. When they lift up the Son of Man, they’d get further proof. There are things
that happened at the crucifixion that would give more evidence: the three hours of darkness, the dead
rising from the grave, the veil in the temple being rent in two. This is not just the day of His
crucifixion, but the resurrection that swiftly followed just three days after. Plus, His appearances
afterwards to almost 500 people at once also testify to it. The Father was always pleased with
Christ’s actions” [T.J. Clarke].
8.33…
—“There was
never a more ridiculous statement than this: we are Abraham’s seed, and we’ve never been in
bondage to anyone. What about Egypt? Assyria? Philistines? Babylon? Greece? The Ptolemies? The
Seleucids? The Romans?” [T.J. Clarke].
8.39…
—“But it ill appeareth by your practice. Degenerate plants
ye are, and such as shame your father, as much as Augustus’ three children did him, whom he
usually called his tres vomicas, tria carcinomata, three botches and carbuncles” [John Trapp’s
Complete Commentary, e-Sword].
8.42…
—“Thus Jesus demolishes the claim of the Jews. Their
very actions and their attitude belie their boast. If God were their real, spiritual Father, they would,
of course, love him. Loving him, they would also love his Son, Jesus. Him they hate; hence, they
also hate the Father and are not his true children. 1 John 5:1 is the best commentary on the first part
of Christ's answer” [Baker’s New Testament Commentary, e-Sword].
8.48…
—“On the spur of the moment in
their rage and fury they can think of no meaner things to say. They know, of course, that Jesus was
not a Samaritan, but he had acted like a Samaritan in challenging their peculiar spiritual privileges
(John 4:9, 39). The charge of having a demon was an old one by the Pharisees (Matthew 12:24) and
it is repeated later (John 10:20)” [Robertson’s Word Pictures].
8.51…
—“This goes back to eating Jesus’ flesh and drinking His
blood [John 6.53-63, DRL]. Keeping His word is the key to never seeing death” [T.J. Clarke].
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8.59…
—“It seems they understood
him as blaspheming, and proceeded, even without a form of trial, to stone him as such, because this
was the punishment prescribed in the law for blasphemy, Lev_24:16. See Joh_10:31. The fact that
the Jews understood him in this sense is strong proof that his words naturally conveyed the idea that
he was divine. This was in the temple. Herod the Great had not yet completed its repairs, and Dr.
Lightfoot has remarked that stones would be lying around the temple in repairing it, which the
people could easily use in their indignation” [Barnes’ Notes].

•

II.

Chronology.
BIBLE PERIOD: The Period of the Christ.
Estimate from: The Reese Chronological Bible: October 22, A.D. 28

III.

Summary.
Contents: The woman taken in adultery. Discourse after the feast on Jesus as Light of the world. Satan,
the original liar and murderer, and the Satanic brotherhood.
Characters: Jesus, adulterous woman, Moses, Pharisees, scribes, Abraham, Satan.
Conclusion: Jesus was the Light of the world, the image of the invisible God. Those shall have the light
of life who follow Him, being guided away from destroying error and damning sin, and having
that enjoyment of God which will be to them the light of spiritual life in this world and life
everlasting in the world to come. All who will have God for their Father must discover Him
through the Light of the world.
Key Word: Light of the world, v. 12.
Strong Verses: 7, 12, 32, 36, 42, 44, 47.
Striking Facts: v. 18. Jesus Christ was witnessed to by the Father. He was taught by the Father—v. 28.
Attended by the Father—v. 38. Sent by the Father—v. 42. Honored by the Father—v. 54. Known
by the Father—v. 55. The power of Christ over the lives of men throughout the centuries
demonstrates to a conclusion that He is the one sealed by the Father as the Light of the world.
[Brooks, Keith. Summarized Bible: Complete Summary of the New Testament. Bellingham, WA: Logos
Bible Software, 2009].

IV.

Outline. From Gary Grizzell, Studies in John, 1999 Annual Denton Lectures, pp., 92ff (CD version).
1. The Case of the Adulterous Woman (John 8.1-11).
2. Jesus Bears Witness of Himself as the Light of the World (12-20).
3. Jesus Contrasts His Departure from His Enemies Departure (21-24).
4. Jesus Again Affirms His Identity (25-29).
5. Jesus Offers Freedom from Sin (30-36).
6. Jesus Contrasts His Father with the Jews’ Father—Satan (37-45).
7. The Sinlessness and Truthfulness of Christ Demand Belief in His Deity (46-50).
8. Jesus Proclaims His Eternal Nature as the I AM (51-58).
9. Jesus Escapes Stones of His Enemies (59).

V.

Questions.
True or False
01.

_____ The Jews (Jewish leaders) thought of Jesus as a demon-possessed Samaritan.

02.

_____ There was another motive besides justice which caused the scribes and Pharisees to bring
to Jesus the adulterous woman.

03.

_____ Jesus taught it is possible to be the servant of sin.

04.

_____ Jesus spoke openly in the temple, but no man laid hands on Him.
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05.

_____ We read in this chapter about Jesus hiding Himself.
I Found it in Verse(s)

06.

_____ Who is the father of lying.

07.

_____ That which makes free.

08.

_____ Words from Jesus about dying in sins.

09.

_____ After Jesus gave His response, none of her accusers condemned the adulterous woman.

10.

_____ Jesus refers to Abraham as the father of His opponents.
Short Answer

11.

In view of Jesus’ statement in verse 56, the statement He makes in verse 39—
, … likely contains an ellipsis (an omission from a sentence that
would complete or clarify the construction). We might supply the word TRULY or
SPIRITUALLY, before which word?
______________________________________________________________

12.

What Jesus said He did not seek… ____________________________________________

13.

The time of day Jesus arrived at the temple was: _________________________________

14.

A clear reference to Jesus’ coming crucifixion is expressed in Jesus’ words in spoken in this
chapter. What words?
______________________________________________________________________________

15.

The second witness for Jesus was: __________________________________________________
Each Question is worth 7 Points
My Score is: ________
Answers will be found on next week’s handout

ANSWERS to John 8 Questions… 01—False (14); 02—True (46); 03—True (3); 04—False (24);
05—True (7); 06—1; 07—50; 08—31; 09—37; 10—20; 11—murmuring (12); 12—boldly (26); 13—
truth, prophet (40); 14—scriptures (14); 15—Jesus’ brothers (5).
VI.

Lessons & Applications.
•
(John 8.32). “Some regard the commandments
of God as burdensome limitations. They are cramped by the ‘thou-shalt-nots,’ hence they look upon
Christianity, not as freedom, but as slavery. They fail to distinguish between freedom and license.
They are seeking for some form of religion because they think it is the proper thing, or they are
afraid to live and die without it; yet they do not want a form which will deny them their license to
indulge in the lusts of the flesh and the pleasures of this world. A knowledge of the truth makes one
free:
1. From the practice of sin. It restrains our inclinations to do wrong and encourages us to do right.
2. It frees from the guilt of sin. By obeying the truth we meet the conditions upon which God has
promised to forgive.
3. It frees from the penalty of sin. Jesus suffered in our place. Those who obey the truth are
relieved of the necessity of suffering the penalty for their sins.
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•

•

4. Truth makes us free from the presence of sin. One who learns and lives by the truth will be
taken into the presence of God where there will be no sin (Revelation 20.26-27) [Roy H. Lanier,
Jr., Teacher’s Annual Lesson Commentary, 1952, p. 165].
(John 8.34). “The awful
tyranny of sin is evident when once it becomes the habit of life; and those who are so bound find it
impossible to shake off the shackles—for example, vanity, envy, covetousness, ambition, temper,
impatience, sensual indulgence, and the thousand things to which flesh is heir to. Freedom from
this kind of life, let it be repeated, is what Jesus offers to His people. Hendriksen observes that
such a man as the Lord here describes is called a slave of sin (Cf., Romans 6.16; 2 Peter 2.19). A
man like this is a slave because he has been overcome and taken captive by his master, sin, and he is
unable to deliver himself from this bondage. He is as truly chained as is the prisoner with an iron
chain around his ankle, the other end of which is cemented into the wall of the dungeon. Not only is
he unable to break the chain, but every sin which he commits draws it tighter, until at last it crushes
him completely. This is the picture of the people whom Jesus describes as sinners. The believing
Jews to whom he spoke did not realize that they needed to be set free from such bondage; and that is
the way it is with many professed believers in Christ today.” [Leslie G. Thomas, Editor, Teacher’s
Annual Lesson Commentary, 1960, p. 257].
(John 8.44). “We can read that passage and think,
‘I’d never be mistaken for a child of Satan. Those Jewish leaders were completely steeped in sin.’
However, Jesus made it clear in this very context: ‘Everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin’
(vs. 34). Jesus was speaking of a lifestyle, but many of us live a sinful lifestyle. Do I harbor bad
attitudes toward those not like me? Do I have a ‘pet’ sin that I think no one knows about? Do I label
certain sins as ‘no big deal’ to justify some action (maybe cheating on taxes or speeding)? Do I look
at my sins and think, ‘Well, at least I’m not as bad as so-and-so?’ You see, when I begin to truly
examine my life, there may be some sin to which I am a slave. It may not be lying and it may not be
murder, but I must make sure that I completely rid myself of any allegiance to sin. Why? Because I
don’t want to show the characteristics of Satan as my father. I want to show the example of my
heavenly Father through my actions. Let God be your Father, then show His love, compassion,
mercy, grace, boldness, and sincerity to all.” [Adam Faughn, in Think, May, 2009, p. 10].
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VII.

Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can find
them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the
good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

ABRAHAM
BELIEVE
FATHER
KNOW
THEN
WOMAN

ACCUSE
CAME
HEARD
SAID
TRUE
WORD

AGAIN
CONDEMN
JESUS
SENT
TRUTH

ANSWERED
CONTINUE
JEWS
SPAKE
VERILY

BECAUSE
EVEN
JUDGE
STONE
WHEN
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle.

John 8 (KJV)
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

ACROSS
02) Jesus said: “I am not of this ____.”
04) There is ____ that seeketh and
judgeth.
05) The Jews called Jesus a ____.
09) Jesus went unto the Mount of ____.
12) What Jesus did on the ground.
13) There was a woman taken in ____, in
the very act.
14) The devil was a murderer from the
____.

DOWN
01) Moses, in the Law, ____ that an
adulteress be stoned.
03) Those who brought the woman to
Jesus were convicted by it.
06) The testimony of ____ men is true.
07) “I am the ____ of the world,” said
Jesus.
08) Jews said Jesus was less than ____
years old.
10) “He that followeth Me shall not ____
in darkness.”
11) The truth will make one ____.
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IX.

Links.

for John Chapter EIGHT…

These links are to the writings of men and not to inspired Scripture, thus care and caution in weighing the conclusions is always wise.
Some are not really links, but listing of material commonly available in books and publications.

•

J.W. McGarvey’s Fourfold Gospel on John 8…
http://www.studylight.org/com/tfg/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=8

•

Burton Coffman’s Commentary on John 8…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bcc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=8

•

Albert Barnes, Barnes Notes on the Whole Bible, on John 8…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bnb/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=8

•

Joseph Benson’s Commentary on the Old and New Testaments, on John 8…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rbc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=8

•

Robertson’s Word Pictures in the New Testament, on John 8…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rwp/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=8

•

Vincent’s Word Studies on John 8…
http://www.studylight.org/com/vnt/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=8

•

Schaff’s Popular Commentary on the New Testament, on John 8
http://www.studylight.org/com/scn/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=8
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A Study of John 9
I.

Important Words/Phrases and other Notes…
• 9.4… WHILE IT IS DAY—“Jesus said that He must work the works of Him who sent Him while it was
still day. Jesus is saying that we must do the work while we have the time to work, for when we die,
we can work no more. Jesus was working hard while on earth to do the works He was sent to do”
[T.J. Clarke, Bible Institute of Missouri Notes, e-Sword module from Bradley Cobb]. ||||| “…it
must be said that these verses [4-5, DRL] are crucial precisely because they signal to the reader how
the healing of the blind man is to be understood. It is not just a miracle; it is a sign, the work of the
Father, mediated through the sent one, to his readers that the long-awaited Messiah really is Jesus
(cf., notes on vv. 30, 31), that Jesus’ symbol-laden miracles attest the point, and that his departure
brought down a ‘night’ on many Jewish leaders who refused to open their eyes to the light, but also,
by implication, that it would be disastrous for people still to disbelieve at the time of writing,
compounding the sinful blindness of the original rejection of the Messiah by a continued rejection of
the Messiah’s messengers” [D.A. Carson, The Gospel According to John, p. 363].
• 9.6… ANOINTED THE EYES OF THE BLIND MAN WITH THE CLAY—“Why he did this we cannot be sure. The
ancients believed there was a virtue in saliva, but one way of healing was as easy to the Savior as
another. It is probable that this means was adopted in order to send the man to the pool of Siloam to
wash. It was Christ's rule to give all who were healed something to do as a test of faith. He had
volunteered the cure in this case; he therefore anointed the blind man's eyes and bade him go and
wash off the ointment” [B.W. Johnson, e-Sword].
• 9.7… THE POOL OF SILOAM—“Siloam is one of the few undisputed localities, in the topography of
Jerusalem; still retaining its old name, (with Arabic modification, Silwan), while every other pool
has lost its Bible designation. This is the more remarkable as it is a mere suburban tank of no great
size, and for many an age, not particularly good or plentiful in its waters, though Josephus tells us
that in his day, they were both ‘sweet and abundant.’” [Smith’s Bible Dictionary].
• 9.11… ANOINTED—“epichríō; fut. epichrísō, from epí (G1909), upon, and chríō (G5548), to anoint.
To anoint, smear over. Epichríō occurs only in John 9:6, 11, in the case of the blind man at the
temple for whom the Lord spit on the ground, made mud, and placed it or smeared (aleíphō [G218])
it on his eyes. But in reality, it was not the mud that brought healing to this blind man. It was God's
miraculous grace and power. In order to qualify this nonmedicinal healing element of the mud, the
word epichríō is used. If aleíphō were used, meaning just to smear on without the element of divine
power, it would have led both the blind man and others to believe that there was miraculous healing
power in the mud. This impression the Lord wanted to avoid giving” [The Complete Word Study
Dictionary, AMG International, Inc.].
• 9.16… KEEPETH NOT THE SABBATH DAY—“They assumed that their views of the Sabbath were correct,
and by those views they judged others. It did not occur to them to inquire whether the interpretation
which they put on the law might not be erroneous. Men often assume their own interpretations of the
Scriptures to be infallible, and then judge and condemn all others by those interpretations” [Barnes’
Notes].
• 9.17… HE IS A PROPHET—“He is a prophet: In John 9:11, all the man knew about Jesus was His
name. Here, the healed man now proclaims that Jesus is a prophet. He grows in his understanding
and proclamation about Jesus” [Guzik Commentary]. ||||| “While the blind man saw clearly that
Jesus was more than a mere man, the sighted but obstinate Pharisees were spiritually blind to that
truth (see v. 39). Blindness in the Bible is a metaphor for spiritual darkness, i.e., inability to discern
God or his truth (2 Cor. 4:3–6; Col. 1:12–14) [Crossway (2010-08-10). ESV MacArthur Study Bible
(Kindle Locations 232573-232576). Good News Publishers/Crossway Books. Kindle Edition.”].
• 9.22… FEARED THE JEWS—“The narrative brings out that their response was inhibited by their fear of
the Pharisees. Threat of excommunication was a powerful weapon. At the same time it was
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•

•

•
•

•

justifiable for the parents to pass the question back to the son” [D.A. Carson, The New Bible
Commentary, p. 1045-46].
9.27… WILL YE ALSO BE HIS DISCIPLES?—“There is some testiness in his reply, and not without reason!
He had patiently gone over the facts, not once but three times (verses 15, 17, 25)… Is it not the fact
that you are interested in becoming one of his followers since you seem so desirous of knowing so
much about his work? This undoubtedly cut them to the heart. The once blind man now sensed that
he had the uppermost hand and that his opposers were helpless sin achieving their goal and he did
not hesitate to bring to light total collapse of their case against Jesus” [Guy N. Woods, A
Commentary on the Gospel According to John, p. 195].
9.30… HEREIN IS A MARVELLOUS THING—“And, it was, indeed, astonishing to hear these dignified men
say, ‘We do not know.’ They were so used to saying, ‘We know’ (John 9:24, 29; and cf. John 6:42;
7:27), that it came as a shock that here for once they actually admitted ignorance with respect to a
certain matter; and such an important matter! It concerned the One who had bestowed the blessing of
vision upon a man born blind! About this most remarkable miracle-worker these wise men know
almost nothing. They do not even know the source of his authority. The man born blind takes full
advantage of the situation. To use a colloquialism, he rubs it in! Says he, ‘Why, this is an astonishing
fact (literally, in this is the marvel) that you (who pretend to know so much) do not know where he
hails from’ [Baker’s New Testament Commentary, e-Sword module].
9.32… SINCE THE WORLD BEGAN—“The Old Testament contains no record of such a miracle; the case
stood alone as a marvel of power” [J.W. McGarvey, Fourfold Gospel].
9.34… THOU WAST ALTOGETHER BORN IN SINS—“But even this abuse contains the evidence of their
defeat, for by implication they now admit that this man who stands before them clear-sighted was
born blind. The position recorded in verse John 9:18 (“Now the Jews did not believe concerning him
that he had been blind and had received his sight”) has been abandoned. The miracle has actually
occurred. So much is now clear to all. The very idea, however, of ascribing it to Jesus, as the One on
whom the favor of God rests, is so obnoxious to them, that they regard the one who entertains it as
“wholly born in sin” (his blindness being regarded by them as a punishment for sin; see on John
3:2). That such a base fellow would actually take it upon himself to teach such worthies as
themselves is disgusting! And they threw him out; i.e., out of the building and out of the religious
fellowship of Israel” [Baker’s New Testament Commentary].
9.40… ARE WE BLIND ALSO?—“The form of the query in the Greek text, shows that they expected a
negative answer; in their arrogant minds they could not imagine anyone thinking that they were
spiritually blind!” [Woods, p. 201]

II.

Chronology.
BIBLE PERIOD: The Period of the Christ.
Estimate from: The Reese Chronological Bible: December A.D. 28

III.

Summary.
“Thematically, this chapter is tied to the Feast of Tabernacles (ch. 8) through the explicit reference to
Jesus as the light of the world (9.5; cf., 8.12). This chapter portrays what happens when the light shines:
some are made to see, like this man born blind, while others, who think they see, turn away, blinded, as
it were, by the light (9.39-41). At the same time, this chapter prepares the way for ch. 10, where a sharp
contrast is drawn between the good shepherd, who gives his life for his sheep, and other religious
leaders, like those in ch. 9, who are nothing but thieves and hirelings” [D.A. Carson, The Gospel
According to John, Pillar Commentary, p. 375].

IV.

Outline. From: D.A. Carson, The Gospel According to John, Pillar Commentary, pp., 359-75.
1. The sign (John 9.1-12).
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2. The investigation by the Pharisees (13-34).
3. The sight of the blind and the blindness of the sighted (35-41).
V.

Questions.
True or False
01.

_____ Speaking of Jesus, some of the Pharisees said: “This man is of God.”

02.

_____ The Jewish leaders said: “Give God the praise.”

03.

_____ The blind man believed that Jesus was the Son of God.

04.

_____ Jesus spoke about a “marvelous thing” in this chapter.

05.

_____ Jesus taught that there is a time when no man can work.
I Found it in Verse(s)

06.

_____ Something interpreted.

07.

_____ A statement about Moses’ disciples.

08.

_____ The blind man mentions Jesus’ name.

09.

_____ Certain ones ask: “Are we blind also?”

10.

_____ The blind man’s parents feared the Jews.
Short Answer

11.

The blind man had been blind this long… __________________________________________

12.

Reason the blind man’s parents feared the Jews…
____________________________________________________________________________

13.

The day Jesus made the clay and opened a blind man’s eyes: ___________________________

14.

If this man were not of God, he could _______ _____________.

15.

The one who asked: “Will ye also be His disciples?”
_________________________________________________________________________
Each Question is worth 7 Points
My Score is: ________
Answers will be found on next week’s handout

ANSWERS to John 8 Questions… 01—True (48); 02—True (6); 03—True (34); 04—True (20); 05—
True (59); 06—44; 07—7; 08—24; 09—10-11; 10—56; 11—Abraham’s (39, 56); 12—mine own glory
(50); 13—early in the morning (2); 14—when ye have lifted up the Son of man (28); 15—the Father
(18).
VI.

Lessons & Applications.
36. I MUST WORK THE WORKS OF HIM THAT SENT ME WHILE IT IS DAY: THE NIGHT COMETH WHEN NO MAN CAN
WORK (John 9.4). Instead of “I,” the ASV used “WE.” It is likely the ASV is the more correct
rending. Surely Jesus would want to include the faithful with Him in this powerful statement. The
Lord Jesus had only a certain amount of time to perform the powerful signs and by these signs
produce faith (20.30-31) in the hearts of this people. Jesus was very well aware of this time
limitation. It passes strange that modern-day disciples do not seem to catch the urgency of this
btcJohn............................ Created by: David Lemmons ……. http://maplehillchurchofchrist.blog

A Study of John ………………..……………………………………………………………………………….Page 63 of 155

work—the work of the One Who sent Jesus. That is our work today and we do well to consider
carefully the fact that OUR NIGHT is coming. For Jesus His work on earth was completed with His
own death, burial, resurrection, and ascension. He was able to say on the cross “IT IS FINISHED” (John
19.30). That was His NIGHT. Ours comes when our life on earth is ended, or else when the Lord
returns in judgment. What contribution will we make to the saving of lost souls for which Jesus
labored so completely (Luke 19.10)? Whatever contribution that is, we must press toward it with an
urgency worthy of the cause. Each and every precious soul that we can save is worth the dedicated
effort required (Matthew 16.26). Let’s be sure to keep in mind that the NIGHT is coming when our
efforts will be no more.
37. THIS MAN IS NOT OF GOD, BECAUSE HE KEEPETH NOT THE SABBATH DAY… (John 9.16). Excuses to reject
Jesus are “a dime a dozen.” Ray Stedman points out… “Jesus had once again deliberately run
afoul of the petty regulations of the Jewish leaders concerning the Sabbath. In their eyes he had
broken the Sabbath in three separate ways: First, he spat on the ground and made mud. The rabbis
held that it was all right to spit on a rock on the Sabbath day because that would not make mud, but
spitting on the dirt violated the Sabbath because that made mud -- and making mud is work, and
work is forbidden on the Sabbath day! That is how ridiculous their regulations became. Second, the
rabbis said it was forbidden to heal on the Sabbath day. They specifically said, "If you find
somebody with a broken leg you can keep it from getting worse, but you cannot make it any better."
The third thing Jesus did was to use spit. There is a specific instruction in the rabbinical literature
that spit could not be used because spit is medicine. The use of medicine was forbidden on the
Sabbath day because that too is a form of work. So with these infinitely narrow, petty regulations
they had surrounded the Sabbath day with such difficulty that one could hardly breathe without
breaking the law. This was their excuse to reject Jesus ”
[
http://www.raystedman.org/new-testament/john/believing-is-seeing ]. Whenever men begin to ADD
to God’s word, they enter into the path of rejecting the Lord, just as these religious leaders of the
first century had done. They made the Sabbath a point of attack upon the very Son of God by their
own additions to Sabbath regulation. Perhaps this incident provides us some appreciation of why
God placed warnings in strategic places not to do this (Deuteronomy 4.2; Proverbs 30.6; Revelation
22.18-19).
38. ONE THING I KNOW, THAT, WHEREAS I WAS BLIND, NOW I SEE (John 9.26). Any person who has been saved
has the ability to tell others what Jesus has done for them and what steps they followed to be
forgiven of sin. God has a plan for saving men which includes: faith (John 8.24); repentance (Luke
13.3); confession (Matthew 10.32); baptism (Mark 16.16; Acts 2.38), and faithful living (Revelation
2.10). This blind man could tell others without any fear, hesitation, or doubt that his blindness had
been removed by Jesus. If Christians today would imitate the blind man and have his confidence the
gospel message could easily spread throughout the world.
39. NOW WE KNOW THAT GOD HEARETH NOT SINNERS (John 9.31). Is this statement true or false? “This
truth concerning the relationship between sin and prayer is taught throughout the Old Testament,
which these Pharisees allegedly knew so well: "The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears
are open unto their cry. The face of the Lord is against them that do evil ..." (Ps. 34:15-16). "The Lord is far from
the wicked: but he heareth the prayer of the righteous" (Prov. 15:29). Furthermore, this passage answers
the denominational false doctrine that all an alien sinner must do to be saved is to recite a ‘sinner's
prayer.’ Such a prayer is not acceptable, for God does not grant salvation to sinners on the basis of
prayer. A child of God is a penitent believer who has been baptized into Christ for the remission of
sins (Acts 2:38; Gal. 3:27). To say that this healed man's argument is not plausible because he is
uninspired is futile; the entire basis for his statement is the Word of God” [Barry Grider, in Studies
in John, Annual Denton Lectures, 1999, p. 113].
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VII.

Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can find
them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the
good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

AGAIN
CALLED
KNOW
RECEIVED
THEN
WORLD

ANSWERED
CLAY
MADE
SAID
THEREFORE
WORSHIPPER

BELIEVE
DISCIPLE
OPENED
SIGHT
WASH

BLIND
EYES
PARENTS
SINNER
WHEN

BORN
JESUS
PHARISEES
SOME
WORK
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle.

John 9 (KJV)
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

ACROSS
03) A pool.
06) Some of them said: “This man is not
of God.”
08) The ____ cometh when no man can
work.
10) And there was a ____ among them.
11) For income, the blind man sat and
____.
12) Jesus told the Pharisees that their
sin ____.
13) We know that God spake unto ____.

DOWN
01) ____ said this is he.
02) But the Jews did not believe ____
him.
04) The disciples asked: “____, who did
sin…?”
05) Blind man’s parents said: “He shall
____ for himself.”
07) Those confessing Christ would be
put out of here.
09) Used to anoint the blind man’s
eyes.
11) The blind man was ____ from birth.
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IX.

Links.

for John Chapter NINE…

These links are to the writings of men and not to inspired Scripture, thus care and caution in weighing the conclusions is always wise.
Some are not really links, but listing of material commonly available in books and publications.

•

J.W. McGarvey’s Fourfold Gospel on John 9…
http://www.studylight.org/com/tfg/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=9

•

Burton Coffman’s Commentary on John 9…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bcc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=9

•

Albert Barnes, Barnes Notes on the Whole Bible, on John 9…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bnb/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=9

•

Joseph Benson’s Commentary on the Old and New Testaments, on John 9…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rbc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=9

•

Robertson’s Word Pictures in the New Testament, on John 9…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rwp/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=9

•

Vincent’s Word Studies on John 9…
http://www.studylight.org/com/vnt/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=9

•

Schaff’s Popular Commentary on the New Testament, on John 9
http://www.studylight.org/com/scn/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=9
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A Study of John 10
I.

Words and Phrases to Study…
• 10.1… SHEEPFOLD—“(G833) first signifies ‘an open courtyard’ before a house; then, ‘an enclosure’
in the open, "’ sheepfold,’ John10:1, 16. In the papyri ‘the word is extremely common, denoting the
court attached to a house’ (Moulton and Milligan, Vocab.). The ‘sheepfold’ was usually surrounded
by a stone wall, Numbers 32:16, preferably near a well, Exodus 2:16; Psalms 23:2, and often
protected by a tower, 2 Chronicles 26:10; Micah 4:8” [Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of
New Testament Words, and e-Sword Module].
• 10.1… A THIEF AND A ROBBER—“A thief (one who is determined to deprive another of his property)
and robber (one who uses violence in order to obtain the coveted goods) would not choose to enter
by the door, for a. it was locked, had to be opened; and b. it was guarded by a door-keeper. Hence,
such a man, in order to get in, would climb over from another place. Thus also the religious leaders,
hostile to Jesus, were trying illegitimately to gain the mastery over the people of Israel (see verse
John 10:16). They tried to gain the people through intimidation (see John 9:22). They avoided the
door, the Lord Jesus Christ (did not believe in him, were not appointed by him). By means of threats
(expulsion from the synagogue) they wanted to deprive Jesus of his disciples. They were thieves and
robbers, therefore. On the other hand, Jesus, who had been definitely appointed and sent by his
heavenly Father, appears here in the quality of legitimate shepherd (see John 10:11, John 10:14)”
[Baker New Testament Commentary, e-Sword Module].
• 10.3… PORTER—“From θύρα, door, and ὤρα, care. An under-shepherd, to whose charge the sheep
are committed after they have been folded for the night, and who opens the door on the arrival of the
shepherd in the morning” [Vincent’s Word Studies].
• 10.3-5… THE SHEEP HEAR HIS VOICE… --“It is not unusual for shepherds to give names to their
sheep just as we do with dogs, cats, horses, fish, etc. Every sheep recognizes his own name, and
comes when called. Travelers in lands where old-fashioned sheep herding methods are still used
have noticed the readiness with which the sheep of a large flock will recognize the shepherd’s voice.
Though several flocks are mingled, they speedily separate at the command of the shepherd, while the
command of a stranger would have no effect on them.” [Freeman, J. M., & Chadwick, H. J. (1998).
Manners & Customs of the Bible. North Brunswick, NJ: Bridge-Logos Publishers, p. 518].
• 10.4… HE GOETH BEFORE THEM—“When he leads his sheep out, he does not drive them nor follow
after them; but he goes before them to lead them, to protect them, to show them the way, and to set
an example for them. The sheep follow the shepherd in the way of life, in the will of God, exercising
love, humility, self-denial, and obedience; for they love the shepherd. They know and love his voice
(his word, commandments, and gospel)” [Henry Mahan’s Commentary on John and Romans
through Jude].
• 10.6… PARABLE—“παροιμία paroimía; gen. paroimías, fem. noun, from pará (G3844), by, and
oímos (n.f.), a way, a highway. Something by the way, a byword, a proverb or adage (2 Peter 2:22).
Used by John as synonymous with parabolḗ (G3850), a parable, though a parable is a short
discourse, usually a narrative, in which the fictitious is employed to represent and illustrate the real
(John 10:6). A figurative discourse, a dark saying, obscure and full of hidden meaning (John 16:25,
29), a proverb, a short saying illustrating a general principle. In the Sept. it is used of short, one
sentence maxims (Proverbs 1:1)” [The Complete Word Study Dictionary].
• 10.8... ALL WHO CAME BEFORE ME…--“This does not refer to the prophets, but to those who came
pretending to be the pastors or guides of the people. Some have supposed that he referred to those
who pretended to be the Messiah before him; but there is not evidence that any such person appeared
before the coming of Jesus. It is probable that he rather refers to the scribes and Pharisees, who
claimed to be instructors of the people, who claimed the right to regulate the affairs of religion, and
whose only aim was to aggrandize themselves and to oppress the people. See the notes at John 1:18.
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When the Saviour says that “all” were thieves, he speaks in a popular sense, using the word “all” as
it is often used in the New Testament, to denote the great mass or the majority” [Barnes’ Notes].
10.9… I AM THE DOOR—“One can call this narrow intolerance, if he will, but it is the narrowness of
truth. If Jesus is the Son of God sent to earth for our salvation, he is the only way. He had already
said it in John 5:23. He will say it again more sharply in John 14:6. It is unpalatable to the religious
dogmatists before him as it is to the liberal dogmatists today. Jesus offers the open door to “any one”
(tis) who is willing (thelei) to do God’s will (John 7:17)” [Robertson’s Word Pictures].
10.10… THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE IT MORE ABUNDANTLY—“Jesus claims that he came that men
might have life and might have it more abundantly. The Greek phrase used for having it more
abundantly means to have a superabundance of a thing. To be a follower of Jesus, to know who he is
and what he means, is to have a superabundance of life. A Roman soldier came to Julius Caesar with
a request for permission to commit suicide. He was a wretched dispirited creature with no vitality.
Caesar looked at him. "Man," he said, ‘were you ever really alive?’ When we try to live our own
lives, life is a dull, dispirited thing. When we walk with Jesus, there comes a new vitality, a
superabundance of life. It is only when we live with Christ that life becomes really worth living and
we begin to live in the real sense of the word” [William Barclay, Daily Study Bible].
10.16… AND OTHER SHEEP I HAVE—“Jesus was speaking to the Jews, who had been frequently
spoken of in Scripture as God's flock. The other sheep were Gentiles. They are spoken of as
scattered sheep, and not as flocks, because with them there was no unity. Here, as everywhere, the
truth breaks through, revealing Christ as the world's Redeemer, who would break down the middle
wall of partition between Jew and Gentile, and cause all true worshipers to have a common
relationship to one Master” [J.W. McGarvey, Fourfold Gospel].
10.22… THE FEAST OF THE DEDICATION—“This was a feast instituted in honor of the restoration of
divine worship in the temple, and its formal rededication to sacred uses after it had been defiled by
the heathen under Antiochus Epiphanes. This dedication took place in 164 b.c., and an account of it
is given in the apocryphal book 1 Maccabees 4:52–59. The feast lasted two days, and could be
celebrated not only in Jerusalem, but elsewhere. In later times it was known by the name of the
‘Feast of Lamps,’ or the ‘Feast of Lights,’ because of the custom of illuminating the houses while
celebrating it. The Jewish rabbis have a tradition that, when the Jews under Judas Maccabeus drove
the heathen out of the temple and cleansed it from its pollution, they found a solitary bottle of sacred
oil that had escaped the profane search of the heathen. This was all they had for lighting the sacred
lamps, but by a miracle this was made to last eight days, and so this became the duration of the feast.
This is the holiday referred to now as Hanukkah, an eight-day festival beginning on the 25th day of
Kislev. Hebrew nukkâ, dedication, from nak, to dedicate [J.M. Freeman, p. 520].
10.23… SOLOMON’S PORCH—“A colonnade on the east of the temple, so called from a tradition
that it was a relic of Solomon's temple left standing after the destruction of Jerusalem by the
Babylonians. (Compare 1 Kings 7:6)” [Easton’s Bible Dictionary].
10.28… NEITHER SHALL ANY MAN PLUCK THEM OUT OF MY HAND—“The thought here is similar to
that set forth on Romans 8:38-39; but both passages must be interpreted in the light of Hebrews 6:48. We cannot be taken from God against our will; but our will being free, we may choose to leave
him. We cannot be protected against ourselves in spite of ourselves. If that were so, no one could be
lost” [J.W. McGarvey, Fourfold Gospel, p. 484-85].
10.34… YE ARE GODS—“In Psalm 82.6, civil authorities, because of their high position and official
capacity, are referred to as ‘gods,’ in keeping with the concept that those who are God’s
representatives are gods, i.e., persons of great dignity. Other instances of this usage will be seen in
Exodus 7.1; 4.16. The conclusion the Lord drew from this, known in logic as a minori ad majus, is
that in keeping with this rare, but occasional usage in the law, He might properly call Himself God’s
Son without being blasphemous; if this concept was permissible for magistrates and other civil
authorities, He, being far greater than they, ought not so to be charged. Even so, He had not made
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Himself God, as they had charged, but had affirmed Himself simply to be the Son of God. Their
accusation was thus not properly grounded in either fact or law!” [Guy N. Woods, A Commentary on
the Gospel According to John, p. 223].
10.35… THE SCRIPTURE CANNOT BE BROKEN—“Literally, loosened. Wyc., undone. The word is
characteristic of John. He uses it of the destruction of the temple (John 2:19); the breaking of the
Sabbath (John 5:18); the violation of the law (John 7:23); the destruction of Satan's works (1 John
3:8), besides elsewhere in the physical sense” [Vincent’s Word Studies]. ||||| “Jesus asserted this
view by stating that the Scripture could not be broken; that is, could not be undone or set aside. We
may regard Jesus as here ratifying their view, since he elsewhere concurred in it--see Matthew 5:19”
[J.W. McGarvey, Fourfold Gospel].

•

II.

Chronology.
BIBLE PERIOD: The Period of the Christ.
Estimate from: The Reese Chronological Bible: December 14-15, A.D. 28.

III.

Summary.
“Christ speaks the parable of the sheepfold, John 10:1-6. Proclaims himself the door of the sheepfold,
John 10:7-10, and the good shepherd who lays down his life for the sheep, John 10:11-18. The Jews are
again divided, and some revile and some vindicate our Lord, John 10:19-21. His discourse with the Jews
at the temple, on the feast of dedication, John 10:22-29. Having asserted that he was one with the Father,
the Jews attempt to stone him, John 10:30-31. He vindicates his conduct, and appeals to his works, John
10:32-38. They strive to apprehend him; he escapes, and retires beyond Jordan, John 10:39-40. Many
resort to and believe on him there, John 10:41-42.” [Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the Bible].

IV.

Outline.
1. The Discourse on the Good Shepherd (10:1–18).
2. The Division among the Jews (19-21).
3. The Argument in Solomon’s Porch (22-42).
--Merrill C. Tenney, John: The Gospel of Belief, NICNT, p. 161-66

V.

Questions.
True or False
01.

_____ In Jesus’ parable, there was only one way into the sheepfold.

02.

_____ In verse 29 Jesus said that no one could pluck the sheep out of the Father’s hand, but said
nothing about the sheep (people) themselves choosing to leave.

03.

_____ In this chapter there is an incident when the Jews tried to take Jesus, but Jesus escaped
from them.

04.

_____ Jesus would lay down His life of His own will and no one could take it from Him.

05.

_____ One of the four seasons is mentioned in this chapter.
I Found it in Verse(s)

06.

_____ Jesus speaks about abundant life.

07.

_____ Jesus and the Father are ONE.

08.

_____ Some accuse Jesus of being mad.

09.

_____ Jesus stayed for a while where John had done his baptizing.
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10.

_____ An emphasis upon the VOICE of the shepherd.
Short Answer

11.

SIX times in this chapter Jesus says: I AM. I AM what: (1) the __________ (___ & ___); (2)
__________ (___); (3) the __________ ______________ (____ & ____); (4) the _______ of
_________ (____).

12.

For what charge did the Jews seek to stone Jesus? ___________________________________

13.

Jesus told the Jews to do this IF He did not do the works of the Father: _____________ _____
_________

14.

What does the HIRELING do, because he does not care for the sheep? ____________________

15.

This bore witness of Jesus’ claims: His __________________________________ .
Each Question is worth 7 Points
My Score is: ________
Answers will be found on next week’s handout

ANSWERS to John 9 Questions… 01—False (16); 02—True (24); 03—True (36-38); 04—False (30)
The blind man did; 05—True (4); 06—7; 07—28; 08—11; 09—40; 10—22; 11—from his birth (1);
12—They feared being put out of the synagogue (22); 13—Sabbath (14); 14—do, nothing (33); 15—
The blind man (15).
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VI.

Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can find
them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the
good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

AGAIN
COME
HEAR
MANY
SHEPHERD
THERE

ANSWERED
DOOR
JESUS
OTHER
SPAKE
VERILY

BECAUSE
FATHER
JEWS
ROBBER
STONE
VOICE

BELIEVE
FOLLOW
KNOW
SAID
STRANGER
WORD

CAME
GOOD
LIFE
SHEEP
THEN
WORK
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VII.

Crossword Puzzle.

John 10 (KJV)
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

ACROSS
04) “For a good work we stone thee not,
but for ____.”
05) No man is ____ to pluck them out of
my Father’s hand.
06) “Can a ____ open the eyes of the
blind?”
09) Place for the Feast of Dedication.
11) “I have ____ to lay it down, and I
have ____ to take it again.”
13) A hireling sees the ____ coming and
leaves the sheep.
14) The disciples ____ not the parable.

DOWN
01) Jesus came that we might have life
more ____.
02) Jesus said His works did ____
witness of Him.
03) Modifies the word “life.”
07) Jesus said: “If thou be the Christ,
tell us ____.”
08) The thief enters it not by the door.
10) Things John spoke about Jesus
were ____.
12) Some said: “____ did no miracle.”
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XIII. Links.

for John Chapter TEN…

These links are to the writings of men and not to inspired Scripture, thus care and caution in weighing the conclusions is always wise.
Some are not really links, but listing of material commonly available in books and publications.

•

J.W. McGarvey’s Fourfold Gospel on John 10…
http://www.studylight.org/com/tfg/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=10

•

Burton Coffman’s Commentary on John 10…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bcc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=10

•

Albert Barnes, Barnes Notes on the Whole Bible, on John 10…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bnb/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=10

•

Joseph Benson’s Commentary on the Old and New Testaments, on John 10…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rbc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=10

•

Robertson’s Word Pictures in the New Testament, on John 10…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rwp/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=10

•

Vincent’s Word Studies on John 10…
http://www.studylight.org/com/vnt/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=10

•

Schaff’s Popular Commentary on the New Testament, on John 10
http://www.studylight.org/com/scn/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=10
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A Study of John 11
I.

Study of Words/Phrases…
• 11.3, 5… LOVE—“In verse 3 we read that the two sisters of Lazarus sent word to Jesus, ‘Lord, the
one you love is sick.’ Verse 5 reads: ‘Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.’ But in verse 6
we read that when Jesus heard that Lazarus was sick, ‘he stayed where he was two more days’ [all
NIV). How can we harmonize verses 5 and 6? The answer lies in the fact that two different Greek
verbs for ‘love’ are used in verses 3 and 5. In the former it is phileo, which means to have
affectionate love (It is also translated ‘kiss’ in the NT). But in verse 5 it is agapao. This posits a
higher kind of love (agape) that seeks the best good of its object. Jesus delayed two days because He
wanted to raise the faith of the two sisters to a higher level by raising Lazarus after he had been dead
four days. The highest motivation for love is not our feelings or affections, but rather an honest,
intelligent facing of the question: ‘What is best for the one I love?’ That is how God acts” [Ralph
Earle, Word Meanings in the New Testament, p. 89].
• 11.9… ARE THERE NOT TWELVE HOURS IN THE DAY?—“As so often, Christ gives no direct answer to the
question asked, but a general principle, involving the answer to the question. Comp. 2:6, 19, 3:5, 10,
4:13, 21, 6:32, 52, 8:7, 25, 54, 10:25. The meaning seems to be, ‘Are there not twelve working-hours
in which a man may labour without fear of stumbling? I have not yet reached the end of My
working-day, and so can safely continue the work I came to do. The night cometh, when I can no
longer work; but it has not yet come.’ Comp. 9:4. Thus it is practically equivalent to ‘Mine hour is
not yet come;’ it is still safe for Him to work: but the figure here adopted is of wider application, and
contains a moral for the disciples and all Christians as well as an application to Christ” [Plummer, A.
(1902). The Gospel according to St John, with Maps, Notes and Introduction. The Cambridge Bible
for Schools and Colleges (230). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press].
• 11.14… PLAINLY—“Freedom in speaking, unreservedness in speech: (1a) openly, frankly, i.e.,
without concealment; (1b) without ambiguity or circumlocution; (1c) without the use of figures and
comparisons” [Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testment, an e-Sword module].
• 11.15… AND I AM GLAD—“chairo (G5463) is the usual word for ‘rejoicing, being glad’; it is rendered
by the verb ‘to be glad’ in Mark 14:11; Luke 15:32; 22:5; 23:8; John 8:56; 11:15; 20:20; Acts 11:23;
13:48; in the following the RV has ‘to rejoice’ for KJV, ‘to be glad,’ Romans 16:19; 1 Corinthians
16:17; 2 Corinthians 13:9; 1 Peter 4:13; Revelation 19:7” [Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of
New Testament Words].
• 11.16… THOMAS, WHICH IS CALLED DIDYMUS—“The second of these names is the Greek translation of
the first, which is Hebrew. Both mean ‘twin.’ Both are found together again in John 20:24; 21:2.
Compare notes on the Catalogues of the Apostles in Matthew 10:3, Mark 3:18, Luke 6:15, in all of
which he is coupled with Matthew, whose twin-brother he possibly was; and in Acts 1:13, where he
is coupled with Philip. The name belonged probably to his childhood, and we are wholly without the
knowledge which can explain it” [H.W. Watkins, in A Bible Commentary for English Readers,
Edited by C.J. Ellicott, an e-Sword module].
• 11.18… ABOUT FIFTEEN FURLONGS OFF—“The Greek stadium which is here rendered ‘furlong’ was
606¾ English feet. The distance was, then, as the margin gives it, not much short of two English
miles. This is mentioned to account for the fact stated in the following verse, that many of the Jews
came to comfort Martha and Mary” [Watkins].
• 11.24… I KNOW THAT HE SHALL RISE AGAIN IN THE RESURRECTION AT THE LAST DAY—“It must not remain
unnoticed that in what she said Martha took for granted, as entirely indisputable, the resurrection on
the last day. Personal belief in individual resurrection is expressed in many Old Testament
references (Psalms 16:9-11; 17:15; 49:16; 73:24, 26; perhaps also Job 19:25-27). Collective
resurrection is implied in Ezekiel 37:1-14; Hosea 6:2; and clearly expressed in Isaiah 26:19 and
Daniel 12:2. Besides, it must be remembered that Martha was not merely a Jewess; she was a
disciple of Jesus. We may assume that she had accepted by faith such teaching as that which we find
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in John 5:28-29 ; 11:25-26” [William Hendriksen, in Baker’s New Testament Commentary, e-Sword
module].
11.25… I AM THE RESURRECTION, AND THE LIFE—“From this comparatively cheerless hope, Jesus would
draw Martha to look upon himself as both resurrection and life. Where he is there is life, and there
also is resurrection at his word without limitation. No mere man, if sane, could have uttered such
words. They mean that Jesus is the power which raises the dead and bestows eternal life—John 6:3954; 10:28” [J.W. McGarvey, Fourfold Gospel].
11.33… HE GROANED IN THE SPIRIT, AND WAS TROUBLED—“The word rendered ‘groaned’ occurs,
besides in this verse and John 11:38, three times in the New Testament; in Matthew 9:30 (‘and Jesus
straitly charged them’); Mark 1:43 (‘and He straitly charged him’); and Mark 14:5 (‘and they
murmured against her’). Compare notes at these places. The original meaning of the word is ‘to
snort, as of horses.’ Passing to the moral sense, it expresses disturbance of the mind—vehement
agitation. This may express itself in sharp admonition, in words of anger against a person, or in a
physical shudder, answering to the intensity of the emotion. In each of the passages in the earlier
Gospels the word is accompanied by an object upon which the feeling is directed. In the present
context it does not go beyond the subject of the feeling. Here it is ‘in the spirit’ (comp. John 13:21);
and in John 11:38 it is ‘in Himself.’ Both mean the same thing; and point to the inner moral depth of
His righteous indignation; the object of it, however, is not expressed” [Watkins]. ||||| “The word
translated ‘groaned’ coveys the notion of anger, indignation; angered and indignant with what or
whom? The unbelieving Jews who affected grief but were so bitter toward him that they would
ultimately accomplish his death say some; but this view seems forced and far-fetched with nothing
in the immediate context to support it. More likely, our Lord was indignant with death itself which
brought such sorrow to himself and to the sisters whom he loved” [Guy N. Woods, A Commentary
on the Gospel According to John, p. 241].
11.36… HOW HE LOVED HIM—“And when we see him pouring out his blood and life upon the cross
for mankind, we may with exultation and joy cry out, Behold how he hath loved Us!” [Adam Clarke,
Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the Bible, e-Sword module]. ||||| “But Jesus’ weeping may have
had even deeper significance, especially when linked with the groaning in Himself. In Hebrews 5:7
we read that ‘in the days of His flesh, having offered up strong prayers and supplications, with
strong crying and tears (this noun derived from the same stem as the verb here in John 11:35), to
Him who was able to save him from death, was saved for His godly fear’. Hebrews primarily, of
course, refers to Gethsemane. But this was a Gethsemane before Gethsemane and it may thus be that
His weeping was linked to the cry going up to His Father from His heart as He prayed for the defeat
of death in the raising of Lazarus, and thought ahead to His own coming death and the battle that had
to be fought.” [Peter Pett, Commentary Series on the Bible, an e-Sword module].
11.41… I THANK THEE THAT THOU HAST HEARD ME—“In natural and simple fashion, Jesus lifted up his
eyes in worship and delivered the words recorded. They appear to be thanksgiving with reference to
an earlier expressed prayer, perhaps at the moment word of Lazarus’ illness or death came. The talk
with God was not to supply help to Christ but to provide instruction for the people. In it they were
enabled to see (a) his unity with the Father, (b) his harmony with him, and (c) his Father’s approval
of the action. It was not that his will should be made active by power from the Father but that it
might be seen that his will and that of his Father was the same. This he had long before affirmed
(John 5.36), and reasserted (10.25, 38). It was especially important that on this occasion these facts
should be emphasized” [Woods, p. 244].
11.43… CRIED WITH A LOUD VOICE, LAZARUS, COME FORTH—“And having said these things — having
placed the miracle, which was about to be performed, in its proper setting —, Jesus shouted with a
loud voice. On the loud voce see also Matthew 27:46, 50; Luke 23:46; 1 Thessalonians 4:16; and cf.
John 5:28-29. In order to awaken the dead a loud voice, a penetrating shout, was not at all necessary
(see Mark 5:41; Luke 7:14). But Jesus cried out so forcibly in order that everyone in the crowd
might be aware of the fact that the dead would respond to his call! What Jesus shouted was, Lazarus,
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come out (literally, “Lazarus, hither, out!” two adverbs). It was this voice of Jesus, the expression of
his omnipotent will, which caused the dead man to come to life and to obey the command. How this
happened we do not know, for it was a miracle, and a miracle transcends human understanding”
[William Hendriksen].
11.48… THE ROMANS SHALL COME AND TAKE AWAY BOTH OUR PLACE AND NATION—“They were then
subject to the Romans - tributary and dependent. Whatever privileges they had they held at the will
of the Roman emperor. They believed, or feigned to believe, that Jesus was intending to set up a
temporal kingdom. As he claimed to be the Messiah, so they supposed, of course, that he designed to
be a temporal prince, and they professed to believe that this claim was, in fact, hostility to the
Roman emperor. They supposed that it would involve the nation in war if he was not arrested, and
that the effect would be that they would be vanquished and destroyed. It was on this charge that they
at last arraigned him before Pilate, Luke 23:2-3” [Barnes’ Notes].
11.50… EXPEDIENT FOR US, THAT ONE MAN SHOULD DIE FOR THE PEOPLE—“It was to him [Caiaphas, DRL]
a simple matter of expediency requiring no consideration of justice or right; better for one to die,
however unjust, than for the nation to perish! How often, alas, has justice given away to expediency
in man’s dealings with man. Caiaphas’ scheme was far from subtle; it assumed but two alternatives;
either Jesus must die; or, the nation perish; of course, he failed to mention the third; believe on Jesus
and so save the nation both politically and spiritually. This alternative was unacceptable to any of
them; and the court, being unable to see a solution to the problem other than that suggested by
Caiaphas, was easily influenced by his sophistry” [Woods, 248].
11.53… TOOK COUNSEL TOGETHER FOR TO PUT HIM TO DEATH—“On that day, then, the Sanhedrin
officially decreed His death. The remaining question was how they could carry out this decree
without exciting a popular tumult, or bringing themselves into collision with the Romans” [H.W.
Watkins].
11.54… INTO A CITY CALLED EPHRAIM—“The exact location of Ephraim has not been determined.
Westminster Historical Atlas to the Bible (see Plate IX) suggests that it might possibly be identical
with Ophrah. We can conceive of this place as a kind of small, out-of-the-way, brown-mud
wilderness-village. Westminster Historical Atlas to the Bible locates Ophrah in the territory
originally allotted to the tribe of Ephraim (see Plate VI). If this village be the Ephraim to which John
11:54 refers, it was about fourteen miles NNE of Jerusalem, about the same distance west of the
Jordan River, and about eighteen miles south of Jacob's Well. A few miles to the southwest of it was
Bethel. Cf. 2 Chronicles 13:19. In this remote village of Ephraim Jesus stayed in seclusion with his
disciples” [William Hendriksen].

II.

Chronology.
BIBLE PERIOD: The Period of the Christ.
Estimate from: The Reese Chronological Bible: A.D. 28.

III.

Summary.
“The account of the raising of Lazarus deserves special place in the Period of Conflict. It was the last
and greatest of Jesus’ public miracles as recorded by John, and brought the final demonstration of His
mastery of human problems and a convincing proof of His claim to be the resurrection and the life. The
progress of belief in individual consciousness and the varying ways in which belief may be manifested
were illustrated in the actions and words of Mary and Martha. Finally, the effects of this miracle
prompted the rulers to take summary action against Jesus, lest His popularity should become so great
that their prominence and power should be eclipsed.
The event took place during the last winter of Jesus’ life, following His withdrawal into Perea (10:40)
and prior to the last Passover (12:1). It marked the high point of His ministry in the neighborhood of
Jerusalem and made the concluding appeal to the populace on the basis of signs. The division of belief
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and unbelief which had already become apparent in the crowd (7:12, 40–44, 8:30, 59, 9:16, 10:19–21)
became fixed after the miracle. The rulers began definite preparation to destroy Him, while the disciples
became more firmly grounded in their faith” [Tenney, M. C. (1976). John: The Gospel of Belief. The
New International Commentary on the Old and New Testament (169–170). Grand Rapids, MI;
Cambridge, U.K.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.].
IV.

Outline. Adapted from Plummer, CBSC.
1. Prelude to the Sign (John 11.1-37).
2. The Sign (38-44).
3. Opposite Results of the Sign (45-57).

V.

Questions.
True or False
01.

_____ Mary went to meet Jesus when she heard He was coming.

02.

_____ Martha believed that Jesus was the Son of God.

03.

_____ Jesus learned of the death of Lazarus from Peter.

04.

_____ Many believed in Jesus because of His raising of Lazarus from the dead.

05.

_____ Jesus thanked the Father before Lazarus was raised from the dead.
I Found it in Verse(s)

06.

_____ The shortest verse in the English New Testament.

07.

_____ The town where Lazarus, Mary, and Martha lived.

08.

_____ Name of the High Priest.

09.

_____ Another name for Thomas.

10.

_____ First thing Martha said to Jesus when He arrived after Lazarus’ death.
Short Answer

11.

Who said: “Let us go into Judea again?” ________________________________________

12.

After Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead and after Caiaphas spoke about one man dying for the
people, what did the Jews counsel together to do?
______________________________________________________________________________

13.

When Jesus spoke of Lazarus having died, the disciples thought Jesus meant something else.
What? ________________________________________________________________________

14.

Martha was confident that God would do what?
_____________________________________________________________________________

15.

Describe the voice Jesus used in calling Lazarus back to life.
______________________________________________________________________________
Each Question is worth 7 Points
My Score is: ________
Answers will be found on next week’s handout
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ANSWERS to John 10 Questions… 01—False (1); 02—True; 03—True (39); 04—True (18); 05—
True (22); 06—10; 07—30; 08—20; 09—40; 10—5; 11—Door (7,9), come (10), good shepherd
(11,14), Son, God (36); 12—Blaspheme (33); 13—believe me not (37); 14—fleeth (13); 15—works 25).
VI.

Lessons & Applications.
40. OUR FRIEND LAZARUS SLEEPETH… (John 11.11). “Does the human soul sleep between the death of the
body and the resurrection? Some contend that it does. They would appeal to passages like John
11.11, where Jesus said regarding the recently deceased Lazarus, “Our friend Lazarus is fallen
asleep…” (cf., also 1 Thessalonians 4.13ff). The doctrine of ‘soul-sleeping’
o First, the term ‘sleep,’ when used of death, always has to do with the state of the body, not the
soul. The passage mentioned above indicates this. The Lord announced that He intended to
‘awake’ Lazarus ‘out of sleep’ (11.11b), which He did by raising His friend’s body from the
tomb (11.43-44). The prophet Daniel declared that the dead, who ‘sleep in the dust of the earth,’
shall awake (12.2). It is only the body of man that returns to the dust of the earth in death (cf.,
Ecclesiastes 12.7). It is thus clear that it is man’s body that sleeps in death. There is nothing in
the Bible to suggest the concept of soul-sleeping.
o Second, the narrative concerning the rich man and Lazarus makes it plain that the dead are
conscious (Luke 16.19ff). The setting described there is prior to the resurrection (evidenced by
the fact that the rich man had brothers upon the earth), and yet both the suffering rich man and
the comforted beggar are aware of their surroundings (for further study see Christian Chronicle,
December, 1990).
o Third, the Bible teaches that the wicked are being punished prior to the time of judgment. ‘The
Lord knows how to deliver the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under
punishment unto the day of judgment’ (2 Peter 2.9—ASV; cf., RSV, NKJV). Since evil men are
being punished even before the judgment day, and as punishment implies consciousness, it is
clear that the dead are conscious between their demise and the resurrection. Thus, underline
‘asleep’ in John 11.11, and in your margin note: Only of body, not the soul. See Daniel 12.2.”
[Wayne Jackson, Notes from the Margin of My Bible—New Testament, p. 42-43].
41. CAIAPHAS… (11.49). “As the high priest, Caiaphas was the most influential member of the Sanhedrin,
or council, the highest ruling body and supreme court of the Jews… However, while the position
afforded him vast authority, it provided little job security. High priests served at the whim of Rome,
and between 37 B.C. and A.D 67, the empire appointed no fewer than 28 men to the position. The
fact that Caiaphas held onto the job for 18 years is a tribute to his political savvy and, some felt, was
evidence that he was in league with Rome.
There may be some truth to that, but if so, his concern was not to protect Rome’s interests as much
as Israel’s. He feared lest the slightest civil disorder would mobilize Roman troops and lead to the
nation’s downfall. So when Jesus came, drawing the attention of vast numbers of the people and
performing astounding miracles, especially the raising of Lazarus, Caiaphas determined that He
would have to be destroyed (John 11.45-50).
This led to a well conceived plot in which Jesus was arrested, an illegal trial was held, and false
evidence was brought against Him (Matthew 26.3-4, 57-68). By playing Pilate the Roman governor
and Herod the Jewish king against each other, and by whipping up the people into a mob (Luke
22.66—23.25), Caiaphas triumphantly orchestrated Jesus’ conviction leading to execution” [The
Word in Life Study Bible, p. 107].
42. THE DEATH OF LAZARUS (John 11.1-44). From: The Serendipity Bible Study Book, p. 227.
1. If your best friend did not come when you needed him/her, how would you feel? (a) very
angry, (b) deserted, (c) hurt, (d) assume there was good reason, (3) terrible, but I would never
show it.
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2. Why do you think Jesus delayed two days before setting out to see Lazarus? (a) He knew He
couldn’t make it before Lazarus death, (b) He was warned that people were out to kill Him, (c)
He needed time to prepare Himself, (d) God had a greater purpose in mind.
3. Why do you think Jesus told His disciples that Lazarus was sleeping at first when He knew
Lazarus was dead? (a) He didn’t want to deal with their shock, (b) He wanted to deal with their
shock at a later itme, (c) He needed time to work through His own feelings first, (d) He didn’t
want them to think the situation was hopeless
4. Jesus did no cry when He got word of Lazarus’ death, but He did cry when He went with
Mary to the tomb. Why? (a) He knew He could raise Lazarus, but He felt for the mourners, (b)
the reality didn’t sink in until He saw the tomb personally, (c) He was glad Lazarus was dead so
he could show His power, but death is horrible even so, (d) He cried because Mary was crying.
5. Of the five stages of grief, where were: (1) Thomas, (2) Martha on His arrival, (3) Mary at
the tomb, (4) some of the Jews (v. 37)? (a) denial/isolation: He is not really dead, (b) anger:
He’s dead and you let him die, (c) bargaining: If you’ll do this, I’ll do that, (d) depression: I
don’t want to talk about it, (e) acceptance: He’s dead and there’s nothing we can do about it.
6. If you had been there and saw Jesus crying, how would you have felt? (a) embarrassed for
Him: Grown men don’t cry, (b) relieved: It’s okay to cry, (c)awkward: Let’s get on with it, (d)
mad: You could have done something if you had gotten here earlier and now all you can do is
blubber, (e) comforted: He really cared.
7. Why did Jesus ask the friends to “Take away the stone” (v. 38) and “Take off the grave
clothes and let him go?” (a) He needed their help, (b) He didn’t like the smell, (c) He wanted to
convince them that Lazarus had really been dead, (d) He wanted them to be part of the healing
process, (e) He always works in cooperation with human instruments.
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VII.
Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can
find them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the good
effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

BELIEVE
DEAD
JEWS
OPENED
SISTER
WENT

BROTHER
GATHER
LAZARUS
PRIEST
TAKE
WHEN

CAME
GROANED
LORD
SAID
THEN

COME
HEARD
MARTHA
SAITH
WALK

COMFORT
JESUS
MARY
SICK
WEEP
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle.

John 11 (KJV):
1

2

3

4

5

7

6

8

9

11

10

12

13

ACROSS
02) Jesus ____.
04) Lazarus was raised that the Son of
God might be ____.
07) Let us also go, Said Thomas to his
____.
09) Jesus said: “____ come forth.”
11) Used to wipe Jesus’ feet.
12) Jesus said: “Take ye away the ____.”
13) Jesus ____ in the spirit, and was
troubled.

DOWN
01) Jesus ____ 2 days still in the same
place.
03) “Father, I ____ thee that thou hast
heard me.”
04) Lazarus was bound hand and foot
with them.
05) “Lazarus is dead,” said Jesus to the
disciples ____.
06) Hours in the day.
08) Martha warned: “By this time he
____.”
10) Jesus loved Martha, and her ____,
and Lazarus.
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IX.

Links.

for John Chapter ELEVEN…

These links are to the writings of men and not to inspired Scripture, thus care and caution in weighing the conclusions is always wise.
Some are not really links, but listing of material commonly available in books and publications.

•

J.W. McGarvey’s Fourfold Gospel on John 11…
http://www.studylight.org/com/tfg/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=11

•

Burton Coffman’s Commentary on John 11…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bcc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=11

•

Albert Barnes, Barnes Notes on the Whole Bible, on John 11…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bnb/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=11

•

Joseph Benson’s Commentary on the Old and New Testaments, on John 11…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rbc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=11

•

Robertson’s Word Pictures in the New Testament, on John 11…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rwp/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=11

•

Vincent’s Word Studies on John 11…
http://www.studylight.org/com/vnt/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=11

•

Schaff’s Popular Commentary on the New Testament, on John 11
http://www.studylight.org/com/scn/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=11
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A Study of John 12
I.

Study of Words/Phrases…
• 12:3… SPIKENARD –“nardos (G3487), is derived, through the Semitic languages (Heb. nerd, Syriac
nardin), from the Sanskrit nalada, ‘a fragrant oil,’ procured from the stem of an Indian plant. The
Arabs call it the "Indian spike." The adjective pistikos is attached to it in the NT, Mark 14:3; John
12:3; pistikos, if taken as an ordinary Greek word, would signify ‘genuine.’ There is evidence,
however, that it was regarded as a technical term. It has been suggested that the original reading was
pistakes, i.e., the Pistacia Terebinthus, which grows in Cyprus, Syria, Palestine, etc., and yields a
resin of very fragrant odor, and in such inconsiderable quantities as to be very costly” [Vine’s
Complete Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, e-Sword module].
• 12.5… THREE HUNDRED PENCE—“dēnárion; gen. dēnaríou, a neut. noun formed from the Latin
denarius, which denotes the Roman penny. It was a silver coin equivalent in value to the Greek
drachma. Denarius, or the dēnárion rendered as "penny," is the most frequently mentioned coin in
the gospels (Matthew 18:28; 20:2,9-10, 13; 22:19; Mark 6:37; 12:15; 14:5; Luke 7:41; 10:35; 20:24;
John 6:7; 12:5; Revelation 6:6). It was the most important Roman coin which circulated throughout
the empire and with which all public accounts were tallied. In Mark 14:5; John 12:5 the ointment
with which Mary anointed our Lord is valued at three hundred denarii, which sum probably
represents at least the annual income of a laborer of those days” [The Complete Word Study
Dictionary, an e-Sword module].
• 12.6… NOT THAT HE CARED FOR THE POOR—“Literally, ‘not because it was a care to him concerning the
poor’ (impersonal imperfect of melei, it was a care)” [Robertson’s Word Pictures].
||||| “Judas
was, in reality, a thief. He was the kind of thief who as yet was undiscovered. He still enjoyed the
confidence of all. He had been made treasurer of the common fund. He, accordingly, had the moneybox (γλωσσόκομον, originally a box containing the ‘tongues’ or mouth-pieces of flutes; later,
extended to indicate any box-like receptacle). From this box he would, off and on, pilfer a small
amount. That the verb βαστάζω has here the meaning to take away (i.e., to steal) is clear from the
fact that it is immediately preceded by the information that Judas was a thief” [William Hendriksen,
Baker’s New Testament Commentary, e-Sword Module].
• 12.7… AGAINST THE DAY OF MY BURYING—“The words of Jesus about the ointment taken as a whole
may be construed thus: ‘The sorrows of my coming passion oppress me (Matthew 26:38), and Mary,
conscious of that sorrow, wishes to cheer me with the evidence of love and gratitude. She
sympathizes with me as I approach the shadow of death, and anoints me beforehand for the burial.
You do not begrudge what is given to the dead. You do not censure as extravagant what is spent for
the embalming of a dear one. You yourselves would be ready enough to anoint me in this same
manner after I am dead. So do not censure her because in the fullness of her sympathy she has
anticipated the coming catastrophe and has anointed me beforehand’” [J.W. McGarvey, Fourfold
Gospel].
• 12.13… BRANCHES OF PALM TREES—“Bernard notes that to carry palms was a mark of triumphant
homage to a victor or a king (Revelation 7:9). Palm trees grew on the Mount of Olives (Mark 11:8)
on the road from Bethany to Jerusalem. The crowds (one in front and one behind, Mark 11:9;
Matthew 21:9; John 2:18) cut the branches as they came (Matthew 21:8)” [Robertson’s Word
Pictures].
• 12.14… AS IT IS WRITTEN—“The quotation gives the substance of Zechariah’s prophecy [9.9, DRL];
other details, not essential to the point being particularly made he omits. The scripture is cited to
show that the Lord would enter on an ass to symbolize the occasion and to identify himself with the
messianic prophecies. It was indeed a triumphant procession. The palms, strewn in his path, signified
the victory he would gain over death, over sin, and over the grave and the ultimate victory his
followers would enjoy when before the Lamb they would stand with palms in their hands singing
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praises to him who enabled them to overcome (Rev. 7.9-10)” [Guy N. Woods, A Commentary on the
Gospel According to John, p. 259].
12.19… PERCEIVE YE HOW YE PREVAIL NOTHING?—“Their threats against Jesus had availed them
nothing; their warnings to the people to report his whereabouts had likewise proved futile to their
cause; they now knew where he was, but they did not know what to do about him. There is some
indication that there were two groups among the Pharisees; that the conversation recorded in verse
19 is a criticism of one toward the other, the one saying, in effect, ‘Don’t you see that you are not
prevailing against him in any respect by your efforts? The whole world is gone after him.’ Their
bitterness prompts them to exaggerate and to say that because the multitudes were following Jesus
therefore the whole world was! Eventually his gospel would go into all the world (Mark 16.15-16).
In going ‘after’ Jesus, they had left the Pharisees and this is what created such bitter resentment in
their hearts. They saw their own power and influence waning and the Lord’s continued existence a
deadly challenge to them. For the moment there was nothing they could do about it but to fume
among themselves, and to castigate each other for their failures!” [Woods, p. 261].
12.20… CERTAIN GREEKS—“Héllēn; gen. Héllēnos, masc. proper noun. Greek. Distinction should be
made, however, between the Greeks (Héllēnes) and the Grecians (Hellēnistaí [G1675]). The Greeks
were the Greeks by birth (Acts 16:1,3; 18:17), or else Gentiles as opposed to Jews (Romans 2:9-10),
while the Grecians (Hellēnistaí) were foreign Greek-speaking Jews as distinct from those in
Palestine who were called Hebrews (Acts 11:20). The Greeks and Hebrews first met when the
Tyrians sold the Jews to the Greeks (Joel 3:6). Greece is noted prophetically in Daniel 8:21 where
the history of Alexander and his successors is rapidly sketched. Zechariah 9:13 foretells the triumphs
of the Maccabees over the Graeco-Syrian Empire, while Isaiah looks forward to the conversion of
the Greeks, among other Gentiles, through the instrumentality of Jewish missionaries (Isaiah 66:19).
After the complete subjection of the Greeks by the Romans, and the absorption into the Roman
Empire of the kingdoms which were formed out of the dominions of Alexander, the political
connection between the Greeks and the Jews as two independent nations no longer existed” [The
Complete Word Study Dictionary].
12.23… BE GLORIFIED—“This is to be accomplished in His ascension and return to the glory of
Heaven. … But the immediate connection implies that He regards the extension of his Messianic
work, and the acceptance of His truth by the nations of the earth, as part of the glory of the Son of
man. The connection implies also that He regards His own death as the dark path which must be
trodden before the path of glory can be entered” [H.W. Watkins, A Bible Commentary for English
Readers, an e-Sword Module].
12.28… A VOICE FROM HEAVEN—“At Gethsemane the angel came to strengthen him; here the Father's
voice speaks in approval. Three times the Father's voice was heard from the sky; first, when Christ
was buried in Jordan, a type of his own burial; second, when Moses and Elias talked with him on the
holy mount about his death; third, when he had his struggle of soul in view of death portrayed here
and triumphed. These facts show the tender, agonizing interest the Father felt in the suffering of the
Son” [B.W. Johnson].
12.32… WILL DRAW ALL MEN UNTO ME—“Jesus thrice speaks of his death as a lifting up, a euphemism
for being crucified (John 8:28). While the distinctions between the three statements are not to be
insisted upon, yet they suggest that the first is a saving sacrifice, a priestly work (John 3:14); the
second is mentioned as the convincing credential that he is the prophet sent from God, speaking the
message of God (John 8:26-28); and in the passage before us, he is evidently the king who shall
wrest his kingdom from the usurping Satan” [J.W. McGarvey, Fourfold Gospel]. ||||| “The
gospel is for all men and is to be preached to all nations (Matthew 28.18-20; Mark 16.15-16). Not all
men accept it but all are in the sphere of its influence and have only themselves to blame in not
accepting it fully. The drawing power is available to all; some being hard of heart and with perverse
minds reject it. These will be lost, not because they could not be saved, but because they would not.
This is repeatedly taught in the sacred writings (Matthew 13.13-15; Acts 13.46). There is no support
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either here, or elsewhere, in the scriptures for the doctrine of universal salvation; the implication is
clear that the Lord is simply saying that by means of his death on the cross the influences by which
men are led to seek salvation will be available and that those acting thereon will find that for which
the seek” [Woods].
12.34… HOW SAYEST THOU—“His words have conveyed to them the idea of His death, and we find
“lifted up” used not unfrequently in the Rabbinical writings in this sense; but they do not understand
more than this. It contradicts all their visions of a Messianic reign. The Son of man to be lifted up!
What meant, then, such words as these—‘And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a
kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting
dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed’
(Dan_7:14)? They cannot reconcile these things, and they ask Him to explain them” [Watkins].
12.38… THAT THE SAYING OF ESAIAS THE PROPHET MIGHT BE FULFILLED—“This does not mean that the
Pharisees rejected Christ in order that the prophecy of Isaiah should be fulfilled, but that by their
rejection of him the same thing had occurred which took place in the time of Isaiah. His message
was despised by the nation, and he himself put to death. And it was also true - by the same causes,
by the same nation that the same gospel message was rejected by the Jews in the time of Christ. The
same language of the prophet would express both events, and no doubt it was intended by the Holy
Spirit to mark both events. In this way it was completely fulfilled” [Barnes’ Notes].
12.43… LOVED THE PRAISE OF MEN MORE THAN THE PRAISE OF GOD—“His scorching criticism, ‘they
loved the glory that is of men more than the glory that is of God,’ was his verdict on their timid faith.
Only a bold confession would be sufficient in this critical hour” [Tenney, M. C. (1976). John: The
Gospel of Belief. The New International Commentary on the Old and New Testament (195). Grand
Rapids, MI; Cambridge, U.K.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co].
12.48… THE SAME SHALL JUDGE HIM IN THE LAST DAY—“Jesus says the standard by which we will be
judged is His word. You cannot separate Christ from His word. If you try to separate it, you have a
powerless Word without the power of Christ behind it, or you have a Christ that says nothing. What
good is that? Luke 9:26 - whoever is ashamed of me and my words; Mark 8:38 - basically the same
thing; Romans 2:16 - the world will be judged by Jesus Christ and the gospel preached by Paul
(which was Christ’s gospel and words). 2 Corinthians 5:10 - we must all appear before the judgment
seat of Christ. The standard will be the Word of God. In Revelation 20:12 - the things people have
done will be measured against the Word of God written in the book of Life” [T.J. Clarke, in Bible
Institute of Missouri Notes, Published by Bradley S. Cobb as an e-Sword module. Available for
purchase online at: http://bit.ly/1l6wncN].

II.

Chronology.
BIBLE PERIOD: The Period of the Christ.
Estimate from: The Reese Chronological Bible: Friday, April 8, A.D. 29.

III.

Summary.
“The events surrounding Jesus’ trial, death, and resurrection form the climax of all four Gospel
accounts. Someone has calculated that these events consume twenty-nine percent of Matthew’s account,
thirty-eight percent of Mark’s, twenty-five percent of Luke’s, and thirty-eight percent of John’s record.
With John 12 we enter that thirty-eight-percent zone.
The first eleven chapters record significant signs Jesus performed: turning water to wine, healing the
nobleman’s son, and the invalid of thirty-eight years, and walking on water. These were done in
relatively private surroundings; but some not so private miracles would include the feeding of the fivethousand, healing the blind man, and raising Lazarus from the dead. The significance of all these signs is
identified in John 20.30-31: And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not
written in this book: But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that
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believing ye might have life through his name. The first half of the book (John 1—11) could be loosely titled,
“What Jesus Taught and Wrought,” and the second half (John 12-21), “What the People Thought.”
For the purpose of this study it is useful to break John 12 down into two main sections. John 12.1-36
center around Jesus’ final public discourse (which includes what many have called His “Triumphal
Entry” into Jerusalem), and John 12.37-50 focus our attention on the audience’s response. John 12
marks a turning point in the book.”
[Steven Lloyd, in Studies in John, the 1999 Annual Denton Lectures, p. 134].
IV.

Outline. Adapted from Headings in NJKV
1. Mary anoints Jesus’ Feet in Bethany (John 12.1-11).
2. The Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem (12-19).
3. Jesus is Sought by Gentiles (20-36).
4. The Cause of Unbelief in Some (37-43).
5. A Summary of Jesus’ Claims (44-50).

V.

Questions.
True or False
01.

_____ Jesus taught that there would always be poor people.

02.

_____ Jesus did not talk about the kind of death that lie ahead in His future.

03.

_____ We are not told why certain Jews, believing in Jesus, were still unwilling to confess Him.

04.

_____ Concerning THIS HOUR, it was the very cause for Jesus being on earth.

05.

_____ Zechariah 9.9 has a relationship with this chapter.
I Found it in Verse(s)

06.

_____ Price at which Mary’s ointment might have been sold.

07.

_____ Greeks wanting to see Jesus.

08.

_____ Basis of our judgment when that DAY comes.

09.

_____ Jesus had done many miracles.

10.

_____ THIS VOICE came for the sake of the people.
Short Answer

11.

The prophet who wrote about blinded eyes and hardened hearts was: _____________________

12.

_________ days before the ______________ was the day that Mary anointed Jesus’ feet with
costly ointment.

13.

The reason that the chief priests planned about how they might put Lazarus to death was…
_____________________________________________________________________________

14.

Jesus’ advice about walking was that they should do it while they have what? _______________

15.

Jesus didn’t come to judge the world, but to ___________ it.
Each Question is worth 7 Points
My Score is: ________
Answers will be found on next week’s handout
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ANSWERS to John 11 Questions… 01—False (20); 02—True (27); 03—False (3); 04—True (45);
05—True (41); 06—35; 07—1 (Bethany); 08—49; 09—16 (Didymus); 10—21; 11—Jesus (7); 12—To
put Jesus to death (49-53); 13—That he was taking rest in sleep (13); 14—Whatever Jesus asked Him
(22); 15—A loud voice (43).
VI.

Lessons & Applications.
SOURCE: Roy H. Lanier, Sr., Editor, Teacher’s Annual Lesson Commentary, 1954, p. 72.
43. Jesus was a sociable man. He loved His friends and loved to be in their company. He attended a
wedding. He accepted an invitation from a Pharisee to dine. He accepted Matthew’s invitation to a
feast in His honor, and there he dined with his intimate friends.
44. Jesus appreciated courtesies of His friends. He rebuked the Pharisee of Luke 7 for not showing Him
the common courtesies of the day. He commended Mary for showing Him this act of loving courtesy
and rebuked the disciples for criticizing her for this act.
45. Right doing, based on simple loving faith in Jesus, will be cherished and remembered by our Master,
though despised by our associates.
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VII.

Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can find
them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the
good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

ALSO
GLORIFY
LIFE
POOR
SPAKE
WHEN

BECAUSE
HEARD
LIGHT
RAISED
THEN
WORD

BELIEVE
JESUS
MIRACLE
SAID
THERE
WORLD

DEAD
JUDGE
OINTMENT
SAKE
THEREFORE

FATHER
LAZARUS
PEOPLE
SERVE
THINGS
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle.

John 12 (KJV)
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

ACROSS
02) Yet a little while is the ____ with you.
04) Philip told him and he and Philip told
Jesus.
06) These things ____ not His disciples
at the first.
09) ____ not daughter of Zion.
10) The Father’s ____ is life everlasting.
12) There was a consultation about
putting him to death.

13

DOWN
01) People who saw Lazarus raised bare it.
03) People said of the voice from heaven:
“It ____.”
05) What this man said was NOT because
he cared for the poor.
07) This chapter mentions a pound of it.
08) Certain ____ came up to worship at the
feast.
10) Ointment Mary used was very ____.
11) Against the ____ of my burying hath
she kept this.
13) Jesus came to Bethany ____ days
before the Passover.
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IX.

Links.

for John Chapter TWELVE…

These links are to the writings of men and not to inspired Scripture, thus care and caution in weighing the conclusions is always wise.
Some are not really links, but listing of material commonly available in books and publications.

•

J.W. McGarvey’s Fourfold Gospel on John 12…
http://www.studylight.org/com/tfg/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=12

•

Burton Coffman’s Commentary on John 12…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bcc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=12

•

Albert Barnes, Barnes Notes on the Whole Bible, on John 12…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bnb/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=12

•

Joseph Benson’s Commentary on the Old and New Testaments, on John 12…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rbc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=12

•

Robertson’s Word Pictures in the New Testament, on John 12…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rwp/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=12

•

Vincent’s Word Studies on John 12…
http://www.studylight.org/com/vnt/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=12

•

Schaff’s Popular Commentary on the New Testament, on John 12
http://www.studylight.org/com/scn/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=12

•

Collection of notes published by Bradley S. Cobb from notes in his classes at the Bible Institute of Missouri
available online at: http://bit.ly/1l6wncN
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A Study of John 13
I.

Study of Words/Phrases…
• 13:1… FEAST OF THE PASSOVER—“The first of the three great annual festivals of the Israelites,
celebrated in the month Nisan, (March-April) from the 14th to the 21st. (Strictly speaking the
Passover only applied to the Paschal Supper, and the Feast of Unleavened Bread followed, which
was celebrated to the 21st). … The following are the principal passages, in the Pentateuch, relating
to the Passover : Exodus 12:1-51; 13:3-10; 23:14-19; 34:18-26; Leviticus 23:4-14; Numbers 9:1-14;
28:16-25; Deuteronomy 16:1-6.” [Smith’s Bible Dictionary, e-Sword module].
• 13.2… THE DEVIL HAVING NOW PUT INTO THE HEART OF JUDAS ISCARIOT, SIMON’S SON, TO BETRAY HIM—
“Judas, one of the Lord’s disciples, had allowed the devil to come into his heart with evil suggestion.
It should be noted that (1) Judas had not always been under the influence of Satan; at a definite time
and place the devil entered his heart; (2) he was under no irresistible compulsion to sin; he willingly
allowed the devil to come into his heart and thus to influence him for evil. Judas yielded to the
temptation of the devil to betray Jesus because he coveted the money he expected to receive for this
dastardly deed. The covetous disposition that was his led him to listen to the wiles of the devil and to
fall into his trap. The love of money and resentment toward Jesus for rebuking him for criticizing
Mary’s use of the precious nard likely influenced the deceitful disciple to do that for which he lives
in infamy. Though the Lord knew that Judas would betray him, he treated him with kindness (John
13.18-30), and washed his feet along with the feet of others” [Guy N. Woods, A Commentary on the
Gospel According to John, p. 280].
• 13.4… GIRDED HIMSELF—“This was itself a mark of the servant’s position, and was meant to signify
His assumption of the servant’s work. The successive minute details of this picture carry with them
their own authenticity” [H.W. Watkins, A Bible Commentary for English Readers, an e-Sword
module].
• 13.10… YE ARE CLEAN, BUT NOT ALL—“This is the moral application, accompanied by the mournful
thought that it was not true of all. One there was among those who had been bathed who had allowed
evil to enter into his heart and pollute it. For him cleansing had been neglected, and the daily
corruption of the world had remained; evil thoughts had been harboured, until at length they had
made corrupt the whole man” [Watkins]. ||||| “He who at once knows the hearts of all men knew
that basically the disciples were, with one exception, good men and that their lapse into petty
selfishness and jealousy was due to the weakness of mankind in general and so he pronounced them
with one notable exception clean. This exception was Judas” [Woods, p. 286].
• 13.12… KNOW YE WHAT I HAVE DONE TO YOU?—“So Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Do you know what I
have done to you?’ Do you grasp the positive, practical teaching which I have just now imparted to
you? — Note that the Lord does not scold these men. He does not say, ‘Shame on you! You should
have washed each other's feet instead of waiting for me to do it.’ This rebuke is certainly implied in
the exhortation, but the words of Jesus go much farther. He is never satisfied with being merely
negative. It is as if he were saying, ‘The past was bad enough; we shall say nothing further about
that; for the future, copy my example.’ The implied rebuke, concealed in words of loving, positive
exhortation, often does more good than the expressed reprimand. In this positive atmosphere Jesus
continues” [William Hendriksen, Baker’s New Testament Commentary, e-Sword module].
• 13.17… HAPPY ARE YE IF YE DO THEM—“God blesses men because of their faith only when their faith
prompts to obedience. Faith, apart from works (the commandments of the Lord) is vain (James 2.2027). Genuine happiness, both in this world and in the world to come is dependent on faithful
obedience to the will of the Lord as expressed in the New Testament (Matthew 7.21-24; Luke
11.28)” [Woods, p. 290].
• 13.18… THAT THE SCRIPTURE MAY BE FULFILLED, HE THAT EATETH BREAD WITH ME HATH LIFTED UP HIS HEEL
AGAINST ME—“...means “has given me a great fall” or “has taken cruel advantage of me.” To the
eastern idea of hospitality, for one who eats bread with Me to lift up his heel against Me was great
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•

•

•

•

•

betrayal and treachery” [Guzik Commentary on the Old Testament and New Testament, e-Sword
module]. ||||| “This treachery of Judas was according to the eternal counsels of God (John 12:4),
but none the less Judas is responsible for his guilt. For a like elliptical clause see John 9:3; 15:25.
The quotation is from the Hebrew of Psalms 41:9” [Robertson’s Word Pictures]. ||||| “Judas was
wholly responsible for his act of infamy, having deliberately elected to betray the Saviour. The
prophecy contains two figures: the first, to eat the bread of one and then harm him is a gross and
flagrant breach of hospitality, and to lift up one’s heel against another is a figure borrowed from
wrestling and signifies to trip or to attempt to cause another to fall” [Woods, pp., 290-91].
13.19… I TELL YOU BEFORE IT COME—“Here Jesus reveals his very heart. He shows what a kind Savior
he is. He displays his affectionate and personal concern for the spiritual welfare of his own, and he
does this in a marvelous manner. He knows that the treachery of Judas will have a tendency to upset
the disciples and to undermine their faith. They might even begin to think of their Master as having
become the victim of the plotting of that very shrewd fellow, Judas. This will happen unless the Lord
is able to convince them that whatever befalls him, far from taking him by surprise, was included in
God's eternal and all-comprehensive plan. And in order that when (ὅταν, whenever, the exact
moment is not stipulated) it happens they may be strengthened in this comforting conviction, he
mentions and describes the deed in advance. Not only this, but he even tells them in so many words
that this is the reason why he is making the prediction at this time and from this point on (ἀπ᾽ ἄρτι,
the prediction becomes more definite in John 13:21, 26). He is dealing with his disciples like a
mother deals with her child, lovingly explaining why she is following a certain course”
[Hendriksen].
13.21… TROUBLED IN SPIRIT—“The reason of his trouble here was that Judas, a professed friend, was
about to betray him. He doubtless foresaw the deep and dreadful sorrows of his approaching death,
and was also deeply affected with the ingratitude and wickedness of a professed friend. Jesus was
man as well as God, and he felt like other men. His human nature shrank from suffering, and his
tender sensibilities were affected not less deeply than would be those of other men by baseness and
treason” [Barnes’ Notes, e-Sword module].
13.22… DOUBTING OF WHOM HE SPAKE—“In wonder and questioning. They did not venture to doubt
the Savior's prophecy, but it seemed to them impossible that one of their number could prove a
traitor” [B.W. Johnson Collected Commentaries, e-Sword module].
13.23… ONE OF HIS DISCIPLES, WHOM JESUS LOVED—“John thus speaks of himself. His couch was in
front of that of the Lord, so that when he laid his head back it rested upon Jesus' bosom. See
Luk_22:53)” [J.W. McGarvey, Fourfold Gospel, e-Sword module].
13.26… TO WHOM I SHALL GIVE A SOP, WHEN I HAVE DIPPED IT—“The better reading is probably, He it is
for whom I shall dip the morsel and give it to him; but the change does not affect the sense. The
pronouns are emphatic. ‘He it is for whom I . . .’ The word ‘morsel’ or ‘sop’ occurs in the New
Testament only in this context. The meaning is illustrated by the use in the LXX in Ruth 2:14
(‘Come thou hither, and thou shalt eat of the bread and dip thy morsel in the vinegar’); and Job 31:17
(‘And if I ate my morsel alone, and did not impart it to the orphan’). The cognate verb occurs twice
in the New Testament—Romans 12:20 and 1 Corinthians 13:3. (See Notes on these passages.) The
original root of the word means ‘to rub.’ Hence it is ‘anything rubbed or broken off.’ It was often
used for a mouthful just like ‘morsel,’ which means literally, a little bite. As used here, the word
means any portion of food. The general explanation that the morsel was dipped in the Charosheth
(comp. Note on Matthew 26:28) implies that this supper was the Paschal Supper” [Watkins]. |||||
“psomion (G5596), a diminutive of psomos, ‘a morsel,’ denotes ‘a fragment, a sop’ (akin to
psomizo; see FEED), John 13:26 (twice), John 13:27, 30. It had no connection with the modern
meaning of ‘sop,’ something given to pacify (as in the classical expression ‘a sop to Cerberus’)”
[W.E. Vine, Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, e-Sword module].
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•

•

•
•

•

•

13.27… SATAN ENTERED INTO HIM—“The only time the word Satan occurs in the Gospel. As he had
done before (John 13:2; Luke 22:3) until Christ considered him a devil (John 6:70). This is the
natural outcome of one who plays with the devil” [Robertson’s Word Pictures].
13.31… NOW IS THE SON OF MAN GLORIFIED—“With the dismissal of Judas the die was cast. Not as if
there had ever been any uncertainty with respect to the divine plan that Jesus was to die for his
people. God's eternal decree is absolutely unchangeable and is sure to be realized. But now, with the
dismissal of Judas, the realization of this plan in history has reached another decisive stage. When
Jesus dismissed Judas with the words, ‘What you are doing, do it faster,’ he thereby again decisively
manifested his willingness to enter the deep waters and the dark night of eternal death for his own.
The Lord knew that it was with a purpose in mind that Judas had left the room, namely, to reveal to
the rulers the whereabouts of Jesus and to show them how they might seize him. In the full
knowledge of this fact, the Master had just now told this hardened sinner to go ahead and to do more
quickly what he was in the process of doing. This shows that the Son desired to be obedient to the
will of the Father, and that he desired to make manifest his glorious love to the elect by suffering and
dying for them. By means of this obedience and love Jesus, as the Son of man — see on John 12:34
— was glorified” [Hendriksen].
13.34… A NEW COMMANDMENT—“The Lord’s command to love was ‘new’ in that the love he
enjoined differed from that ever before required” [Woods, p. 297].
13.34… AS I HAVE LOVED YOU—“The word ‘as,’ or ‘even as,’ does not refer to the degree of His love,
but to the fact; and the special instance of love then present to the mind was the feet-washing upon
which the whole of this discourse has followed” [Watkins].
13.35… BY THIS SHALL ALL MEN KNOW THAT YE ARE MY DISCIPLES, IF YE HAVE LOVE ONE TO ANOTHER—“Such
love as this excited the wonder of the heathen in the earlier ages of the church when it burned with
such a heavenly flame, and they said, "See how these Christians love one another." But the presence
of such love does more than cause those who behold it to marvel. It points them to Christ as its
author, for all must admit, when it shines forth in its excellency, that it is of heavenly origin. Hence,
when it is fully exhibited men know that those who possess it are the disciples of Christ. So it has
been in all ages” [B.W. Johnson].
13.36… WHITHER I GO, THOU CANST NOT FOLLOW ME NOW—“The disciples could not immediately
‘follow’ the Lord because: (1) his work on the earth was nearing completion; theirs was just about to
begin; (2) the door of heaven would soon open for him; the heavenly mansions were not to be ready
for his disciples until he returned for them (John 14.1-3). It was a matter of grief to the impetuous
apostle that eh could not immediately go with the Lord but there was much dross that had to be
purged from his character before he would be received into the eternal habitations” [Woods, p. 299].

II.

Chronology.
BIBLE PERIOD: The Period of the Christ.
Estimate from: The Reese Chronological Bible: Thursday, April 14, A.D. 29.

III.

Summary.
CONTENTS: Last Passover. Jesus washes disciples’ feet. Betrayal foretold, also Peter’s denial.
CHARACTERS: Jesus, God, Judas, disciples, Peter, Satan.
CONCLUSION: What was consistent with the dignity of the Lord Jesus Christ is much more consistent
with ours, His servants. To sink is the way to rise. To serve in humility is the way to rule. …
KEY WORD: Humility, John 13:5, 14, 16.
STRONG VERSES: John 13:1, 16, 34-35.
STRIKING FACTS: John 13:3-5, 12, 16. Jesus “arose” from His place in glory, laid aside the garments
of divine majesty. (Philippians 2:6-7.) Took the form of a “servant” (Philippians 2:7). Provides
“cleansing” (John 15:3). … “Took His garments” again (John 17:5), and is seated. (Hebrews
10:12).
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--Keith L. Brooks, Summarized Bible.
IV.

Outline. From Headings in NJKV
1. Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet (John 13.1-20).
2. Jesus Announces Judas as the Betrayer (21-30; cf., Mark 14.18-19; Luke 22.21-23).
3. Jesus Announces His Departure (31-35).
4. Jesus Foretells Peter’s Denial (36-38; cf., Matthew 26.34-35; Mark 14.30-31; Luke 22.33-34).

V.

Questions.
True or False
01.

_____ In this chapter Jesus gave the disciples a new commandment.

02.

_____ John asked to have his hands and head washed by Jesus.

03.

_____ Judas’ father’s name was Simon.

04.

_____ Peter made a statement in this chapter from which he had to back down.

05.

_____ Jesus made a prediction before an event happened which would become very clear to the
disciples later.
I Found it in Verse(s)

06.

_____ What Jesus used a towel to accomplish.

07.

_____ The time of day it was when Jesus identified the betrayer, at least to some of the disciples.

08.

_____ Jesus acknowledges that He is the Master and Lord of the disciples.

09.

_____ Jesus taught that following His example in humble service will bring happiness.

10.

_____ Verse that has been said to contain: THE BADGE OF DISCIPLESHIP.
Short Answer

11.

The animal that would be used to show Peter that he had not done that which he claimed he
would do was: _____________________________

12.

The disciples did not know who was to be the betrayer because when Jesus made the
announcement, they were “______________ of whom He ___________.”

13.

___________ said to ___________: “That thou doest, do quickly.”

14.

Jesus knew that His hour was come that He should ____________ out of this ___________ unto the
____________.

15.

In John 13, Jesus told the disciples He had given them something. What?
_____________________________________________________________________________
Each Question is worth 7 Points
My Score is: ________
Answers will be found on next week’s handout

ANSWERS to John 12 Questions… 01—True (8); 02—False (32-33); 03—False (42-43); 04—True
(27); 05—True (14-16); 06—5; 07—20-21; 08—48; 09—37; 10—30; 11—Isaiah (39-41); 12—Six,
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Passover (1-3); 13—Because many believed on Jesus because of the miracle (11); 14—the light (35);
15—save (47).
VI.

Lessons & Applications.
46. KNOW YE WHAT I HAVE DONE TO YOU?... (John 13.12). “If one who occupied the high position that was
the Lord’s but condescended to perform the lowly task of washing the feet of his disciples, then his
disciples ought also to be willing to wash one another’s feet—the symbol of the performance of any
humble acts of service. Instead of seeking places of preeminence and prestige they should follow the
example of their Lord in serving others though such required—as in this instance—the most menial
of tasks. Their unwillingness to recognize this appears to have been the factor which prompted the
Lord to wash the disciples’ feet. Each wanted the other to do this and thus the work went undone
until the Lord, to their shame and dismay, did it for them. The rebuke which the Saviour
administered to these disciples was far more severe than any word, without the example, would have
been” [Woods, p. 287]. How vital it is for Christians to learn and apply this great lesson,
individually!
47. SATAN ENTERED INTO HIM... (John 13.27). “The enormous wickedness of Judas is to be seen in the fact
that when it became apparent to him that Jesus knew of his duplicity and faithlessness, he felt no
compunction of conscience, he made no effort to justify his act nor was there the slightest
disposition to turn back from his fatal course. On the contrary, ‘Satan entered him,’ that is, the devil
took full possession of his faculties, inflamed his heart further against the Lord and his cause, and
spurred him on to pursue his wicked course. The sobering lesson in this ought not to be lost on us
today. As the faithful performance of duty opens the heart and broadens the sphere of activity for
good, so does every infraction of God’s will lead to deeper and further persistence in sin. There is
progress in darkness as there is in light. As God comes to possess us more and more as we do his
will so does one who plunges more deeply into sin become more and more Satan-possessed until all
respect for God is gone. Satan entered into Judas. He came into the disciple to an extent and in a
measure not characteristic of him before. He was under no compulsion to betry the Saviour. He acted
of his own free will.” [Woods, p. 294].
48. A NEW COMMANDMENT I GIVE UNTO YOU, THAT YE LOVE ONE ANOTHER; AS I HAVE LOVED YOU, THAT YE ALSO
LOVE ONE ANOTHER. BY THIS SHALL ALL MEN KNOW THAT YE ARE MY DISCIPLES, IF YE HAVE LOVE ONE TO
ANOTHER.… (John 13.34-35). The following comes from Leslie G. Thomas, Editor, Teacher’s
Annual Lesson Commentary, 1961, p. 208…
“Love is without a doubt the greatest single force depicted in the Bible. The passage in John (3.16)
which tells of God’s love for sinful humanity is often referred to as the Golden Text of the Bible (cf.,
Romans 5.6-8). Paul compares love with faith and hope, and he declares that the greatest of these is
love. It is only from God, as we shall see further on in the golden text that we can learn what it really
means to love each other.
It is, of course, impossible to separate love of brethren from the love of God, but in our study today
it is our purpose to place the emphasis on the love which God expects his people to show toward
each other. John declares, “We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren.
He that loveth not his brother abideth in death. Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no
murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.” (1 John 3.14-15). And again, “If a man say, I love God, and
hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom
he hath not seen? And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also.” (1
John 4.20-21).
Someone has observed that the astonishing spread of Christianity throughout the Roman empire was
not merely nor mainly due to the intellectual ability nor the organizing capacity of the early Christian
missionaries, nor even to their devotional zeal. These, of course, were contributing factors, in a very
btcJohn............................ Created by: David Lemmons ……. http://maplehillchurchofchrist.blog

A Study of John ………………..……………………………………………………………………………….Page 96 of 155

real sense; but that which counted most was the type of life which the Christians themselves
demonstrated (cf., Colossians 4.5-6; 1 Peter 3.1, 2, 15). Thoughtful people of the world were, in
many instances, dissatisfied with the coarseness, selfishness, and ineffective intellectualism which
characterized their society; and when they saw in the followers of Jesus an atmosphere of thought
and feeling, and modes of life and conduct, they recognized that there was something to which their
nobler natures could respond. These pagan people gradually became aware that what they were
seeking for was in their midst—little communities of men and women living together as members of
a united family, tending to their sick, caring for their poor, teaching their ignorant, consigning their
dead with reverent hopefulness to the grave, and always ready to place their beneficent activities at
the disposal of those outside their own fold who were in need of them and who were willing to
receive them. And so these outsiders were attracted, and the attraction gradually became stronger till
at length they found themselves swept into the current of the new movement, and ready to live and
die in promoting it. Such is the motivating force of live when it fills the hearts of God’s people for
each other.”
49. BY THIS SHALL ALL MEN KNOW THAT YE ARE MY DISCIPLES, IF YE HAVE LOVE ONE TO ANOTHER.… (John 13.3435). “The command to love was not new, for such a command was given in the law of Moses. ‘Thou
shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself: I am the LORD.’ (Leviticus 19.18). But the quality of the love which Jesus bade his disciples
have for each other was new. The difference between the love Jesus taught and that which had been
previously commanded may be compared to the difference between the deep affection of a loving
family and that of a kindly spirit of neighborliness. Any love which has the heart of Jesus as its
standard must of necessity be new. The love which Christ urged upon his disciples was based upon
his own love for them; and such love as that had never been demonstrated before.
… The love which Christ taught his disciples to have for each other was such as would distinguish
them from all other men. It was to be the badge which would identify them as the disciples of the
Lord. Discipleship had previously been recognized by various marks and tests, but no teacher had
ever required his disciples to manifest love as their distinguishing trait, before Jesus; and no one has
done that since. Our Lord pushed aside the external, such as dress, language, occupation, and the
like, and made the inward trait of love the test which would mark those who possess it as his. They
are to be known not by mind, but by heart; not by intellect, but by soul” [Leslie G. Thomas,
Teacher’s Annual Lesson Commentary, 1961, P. 25].
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VII.

Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can find
them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the
good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

ALSO
COME
JESUS
LOVE
SENT
WASH

ANOTHER
DISCIPLES
JUDAS
PETER
SIMON
WHEN

ANSWERED
FEET
KNEW
RECEIVETH
THEN

BETRAY
GLORIFY
KNOW
SAID
THEREFORE

CLEAN
HAVING
LORD
SAITH
VERILY
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle.

John 13 (KJV)
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

ACROSS
01) Jesus called the disciples little ____.
03) Peter said: “I will ____ down my life
for thy sake.”
05) Jesus began to wash their feet.
09) Peter became willing to let Jesus
wash his ____.
10) Peter said: “Thou shalt ____ wash
my feet.”
13) A word used 4 times in one verse.
14) Jesus was ____ in spirit.

DOWN
02) It was within Judas’ ____ to betray
Jesus.
04) Simon Peter ____ the disciple
whom Jesus loved.
06) A new ____ I give unto you.
07) Jesus said Peter would deny Him
this many times.
08) The disciples called Jesus this.
11) The betrayer ate ____ with Jesus.
12) No one at the ____ knew for what
intent Jesus spoke to Judas.
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IX.

Links.

for John Chapter
THIRTEEN…

These links are to the writings of men and not to inspired Scripture, thus care and caution in weighing the conclusions is always wise.
Some are not really links, but listing of material commonly available in books and publications.

•

J.W. McGarvey’s Fourfold Gospel on John 13…
http://www.studylight.org/com/tfg/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=13

•

Burton Coffman’s Commentary on John 13…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bcc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=13

•

Albert Barnes, Barnes Notes on the Whole Bible, on John 13…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bnb/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=13

•

Joseph Benson’s Commentary on the Old and New Testaments, on John 13…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rbc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=13

•

Robertson’s Word Pictures in the New Testament, on John 13…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rwp/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=13

•

Vincent’s Word Studies on John 13…
http://www.studylight.org/com/vnt/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=13

•

Schaff’s Popular Commentary on the New Testament, on John 13
http://www.studylight.org/com/scn/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=13

•

Collection of notes published by Bradley S. Cobb (from notes in his classes at the Bible Institute of
Missouri) available, as an e-Sword module, for $5.00 online at: http://bit.ly/1l6wncN
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A Study of John 14
I.

Outline. From Headings in NJKV
1.
Jesus Comforts His Disciples (John 14.1-4).
2.
Jesus Answers Thomas (5-7).
3.
Jesus Answers Philip (8-21).
4.
Jesus Answers Judas (22-31).

II.

Summary.
CONTENTS: Jesus foretells His second coming and promises the Holy Spirit to the apostles.
CHARACTERS: God, Jesus, Holy Spirit, Thomas, apostles, Philip, Judas
CONCLUSION: Jesus is the way—let us follow Him. Jesus is the truth—let us build with confidence
upon the precious truths of His comforting promises. Jesus is the life—let us learn to abide in
Him, the Source of spiritual life, until He comes back to receive us to the prepared mansions
above.
KEY WORD: Peace (John 14.1, 27)
STRONG VERSES: John 14.2, 3, 6, 12, 13, 14, 21, 23, 26, 27
STRIKING FACTS: In John 14.16 the word COMFORTER means one called alongside to help. The
Holy Spirit is the indwelling representative of Christ on the earth. It is He who guided the
inspired writers to reveal all things that pertain to life and godliness (2 Peter 1.3). Through that
revelation we learn the truth concerning Christ, and we follow Him as our Example (1 Peter
2.21).
--Adapted from: Keith L. Brooks, Summarized Bible, e-Sword module

III.

Chronology.
BIBLE PERIOD: The Period of the Christ.
Estimate from: The Reese Chronological Bible: Thursday, April 14, A.D. 29.

IV.

Words/Phrases to Study
• 14:1… YE BELIEVE IN GOD, BELIEVE ALSO IN ME –“The Greek language, ordinarily one of the most
precise of all languages, has an ambiguity here that makes it uncertain whether these verbs are
present active indicatives or present active imperatives, since the form, in Greek, is the same for both
moods. ... The King James translators thought the first verb is in the indicative mood, the second
imperative, thus rendering it, ‘Ye believe in God, believe also in me.’ The American Standard
translators thought both verbs were imperative, hence rendered them, ‘Believe in God, believe also
in me.’ The latter rendering is the more probable one being more supportive by the context and the
direct manner in which Jesus was speaking. They were to believe in Jesus, as they did in God the
Father, because the Father sent him to be the Saviour of the world it was not possible to have faith in
the one without faith in the other; and in the exercise of such faith they would find comfort in the
ordeal through which they were soon to pass” [Guy N. Woods, A Commentary on the Gospel
According to John, p. 302].
• 14.2... MANSIONS—“Old word from menō, to abide, abiding places, in N.T. only here and John 14:23.
There are many resting-places in the Father’s house (oikia). Christ’s picture of heaven here is the
most precious one that we possess. It is our heavenly home with the Father and with Jesus”
[Robertson’s Word Pictures]. ||||| “By the ‘Father's house’ is meant the heavenly abode. He is
about to return there, from whence he had come. It was not a small, narrow place, where few could
be admitted, but it had many "abiding places," room enough for all, room enough for them to follow
him in due time and be with him, so that the separation about to take place would not be an eternal
separation. Had it been otherwise he would have told” [B.W. Johnson Collected Commentaries, an
e-Sword module]. ||||| “Many interpreters have associated μοναί (monai) with an Aramaic word
that can refer to a stopping place or resting place for a traveler on a journey. This is similar to one of
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•

•

the meanings the word can have in secular Greek (Pausanius 10.31.7). Origen understood the use
here to refer to stations on the road to God. This may well have been the understanding of the Latin
translators who translated μονή (monē) by mansio, a stopping place. The English translation
“mansions” can be traced back to Tyndale, but in Middle English the word simply meant “a dwelling
place” (not necessarily large or imposing) with no connotation of being temporary. The
interpretation put forward by Origen would have been well suited to Gnosticism, where the soul in
its ascent passes through stages during which it is gradually purified of all that is material and
therefore evil. It is much more likely that the word μονή should be related to its cognate verb μένω
(menō), which is frequently used in the Fourth Gospel to refer to the permanence of relationship
between Jesus and the Father and/or Jesus and the believer. Thus the idea of a permanent dwelling
place, rather than a temporary stopping place, would be in view. Luther’s translation of μοναί by
Wohnungen is very accurate here, as it has the connotation of a permanent residence1” [NET Bible
Notes, Logos].
14.6... I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE—“The way was living the way Jesus taught. No one
comes to the Father except through Christ. That is an absolute statement. There is no other way. The
world does not receive this for the most part because they want to believe the Jews are saved, and the
Muslims, Hindus, as well as the unbelievers… Universalism, which is experiencing a revival, is a
way of some to avoid being called a bigot. God is so good, they say, that He would not keep anyone
out of heaven, and we just torture ourselves and dispute against others when we say that it DOES
make a difference what one believes. Jesus said NO ONE comes to the Father, except through HIM”
[T.J. Clarke, Bible Institute of Missouri Notes, produced by Bradley Cobb as an e-Sword module:
http://bit.ly/1l6wncN]. ||||| William Barclay describes these three segments of this I AM
statement well: “What did he mean? Suppose we are in a strange town and ask for directions.
Suppose the person asked says: ‘Take the first to the right, and the second to the left. Cross the
square, go past the church, take the third on the right and the road you want is the fourth on the left.’
The chances are that we will be lost before we get half-way. But suppose the person we ask says:
‘Come. I'll take you there.’ In that case the person to us is the way, and we cannot miss it. That is
what Jesus does for us. He does not only give advice and directions. He takes us by the hand and
leads us; he strengthens us and guides us personally every day. He does not tell us about the way; he
is the Way. ... Many men have told us the truth, but no man ever embodied it. There is one allimportant thing about moral truth. A man's character does not really affect his teaching of geometry
or astronomy or Latin verbs. But if a man proposes to teach moral truth, his character makes all the
difference in the world. An adulterer who teaches the necessity of purity, a grasping person who
teaches the value of generosity, a domineering person who teaches the beauty of humility, an
irascible creature who teaches the beauty of serenity, an embittered person who teaches the beauty of
love, is bound to be ineffective. Moral truth cannot be conveyed solely in words; it must be
conveyed in example. And that is precisely where the greatest human teacher must fall down. No
teacher has ever embodied the truth he taught--except Jesus. Many a man could say: ‘I have taught
you the truth.’ Only Jesus could say: ‘I am the Truth.’ The tremendous thing about Jesus is not
simply that the statement of moral perfection finds its peak in him; it is that the fact of moral
perfection finds its realization in him ... A novelist makes one of his characters who has fallen in
love say: ‘I never knew what life was until I saw it in your eyes.’ Love had brought life. That is what
Jesus does. Life with Jesus is life indeed” [William Barclay, Daily Study Bible].
14.9... HAVE I BEEN SO LONG TIME WITH YOU, AND YET HAST THOU NOT KNOWN ME, PHILIP?—“There is a
mild rebuke in these words of the Lord to the perplexed disciple. ... Philip’s feeling was that if the
group could only have a physical manifestation of the Father this would resolve their problem of
really knowing him. But, Philip was wrong. Were it possible, which it was not, to have a physical
sight of deity in essence or nature (John 1.14-18), this would have revealed little, or nothing, about
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•

•

•

•

•

•

•

the character of God or his attributes; to know the Father really it was necessary to see him in the
revelation which his Son made to the world” [Woods, pp., 306-307].
14.12... GREATER WORKS THAN THESE SHALL HE DO—“He is setting them up to talk about the promise of
the Holy Spirit. But, even if these are not miraculous works (which they are), there are still two
things that the apostles did that Jesus did not do: (1) took the gospel into all the world and baptized
more than John or Jesus ever did (2) and gave us the Bible, the greatest work ever done for mankind
after Christ’s death” [T.J. Clarke].
14.13... WHATSOEVER YE SHALL ASK IN MY NAME, THAT WILL I DO—“To ask ‘in’ his name, is to ask in the
manner he authorizes. The Lord never gave an unconditional promise of affirmative response to
prayer. Quite obviously, to have done so, would have put him at the mercy of every ignorant and
greedy soul who prayed. Prayer, to avail, must be in his name, not, of course, in the mere mention of
his name as in some magic formula, but in what the name implies—he being the only way to the
Father” [Woods, p. 310].
14.18... I WILL NOT LEAVE YOU COMFORTLESS—“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you”
[English Standard Version]. ||||| “The entire phrase ‘abandon you as orphans’ could be
understood as an idiom meaning, “leave you helpless” [Biblical Studies Press. (2006). The NET
Bible First Edition Notes (Jn 14:18). Biblical Studies Press]. ||||| “The word in the Greek is
orphaned. It is applied to childless parents, or fatherless children, or any one bereaved. The term
"desolate" used in the Revision probably expresses the idea. The disciples were bewildered and
stupefied with grief at the thought of the Master's departure, but he assures them that they will not be
left desolate. He will come again; not only as the risen Lord who shall visit them for a little while on
the earth, but he will come to be "with them always," as manifest in their hearts by the Holy Spirit
after it is given” [B.W. Johnson].
14.22... HOW IS IT THAT THOU WILT MANIFEST THYSELF...—“Judas, obsessed with the idea that it was the
intention of Jesus to establish an earthly kingdom, was totally confused by his statement that soon
the world would see him no more and his question was designed to determine why he had altered so
greatly his original plans. How could he have a kingdom and throne and a retinue of servants and not
be seen? Of course no change in plan had been made; the Lord was not responsible for the erroneous
views which Judas held regarding the kingdom and the difficulty was of his own making” [Woods,
p. 315]. ||||| “This dullness on the part of all the apostles continued until after the resurrection,
and was only finally dissipated by the ‘manifestation of Christ’ in their hearts after the descent of the
Holy Spirit” [B.W. Johnson].
14.26... THE COMFORTER, ... SHALL TEACH YOU ALL THINGS, AND BRING ALL THINGS TO YOUR REMEMBRANCE—“
He shall not only enable you to ‘understand the Scriptures’ and my words that you do not now
comprehend, but will reveal to you new truths by inspiration, and bring to remembrance all things
that I have said to you. It is due to this gift of the Spirit that we have the privilege of reading and
studying these memorable discourses of the Master. The Gospel historians had ‘all things brought to
their remembrance.’” [B.W. Johnson]. ||||| We simply MUST remember here to ask the vital
question: “To whom was Jesus speaking at this time?” The answer is: “To the apostles.” |||||
“When men began to imagine that their hunches, their intuition, and their dreams are leadings of the
Holy Spirit, they do not hesitate to renounce the clear, plain teaching of the Spirit through the New
Testament—the only certain teaching of the Spirit—in the pursuit of their fantasies, and thus make
shipwreck of the faith” [Woods, p. 317].
14.27... NOT AS THE WORLD GIVETH—“The contrast is not between the emptiness of the world’s
salutations and the reality of His own gift, but between His legacy to them and the legacies
ordinarily left by the world. He gives them not land or houses or possessions, but ‘peace;’ and that
‘His own peace,’ ‘the peace of God which passeth all understanding’” [H.W. Watkins, A Bible
Commentary for English Readers, an e-Sword module].
14.30... THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLD COMETH—“The prince of evil is here regarded as working in and by
Judas, who is carrying out his plans and doing his work. (Comp. Notes on John 6:70; 13:2, 27.)”
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[H.W. Watkins]. ||||| “Jesus was aware of the footsteps of Judas, Roman soldiers, temple-police,
members of the Sanhedrin, all of them inspired by Satan. They were starting out even now and were
on their way to capture Jesus. Of course, they had no right to do this. They were proceeding with
swords and sticks (Luke 22:52), with ‘lanterns, torches, and weapons’ (John 18:3), as if their object
were to search out and catch a dangerous criminal” [William Hendriksen, Baker’s New Testament
Commentary, an e-Sword module].
V.

Lessons & Applications.
50. THERE YE MAY BE ALSO … (John 14.3). One must be careful in reading John 14 through 16 because
some promises are made by the Lord that were made specifically and only to the ones to whom He
was speaking, i.e., the apostles. However, we can derive just as much comfort from these first verses
as could the apostles who originally heard them. How do we know that? One way is from a
statement from the great APOSTLE, Paul. 2 Timothy 4.6-8... For I am now ready to be offered, and the
time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at
that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. Paul, himself an apostle of the
Lord, indicates that the very same crown of righteousness to which he looked forward receiving was
available to ALL who love His appearing. These words of Jesus have been used many times in
funeral settings. They are some of the most beautiful and hopeful words to be found in all of
Scripture.
51. NO MAN COMETH UNTO THE FATHER, BUT BY ME... (John 14.6). It is a source of great disappointment and
amazement that we can, in our day, hear great leaders in denominational bodies stand forth and
proclaim that Muslims, Hindus, and others of various world religions will some day be saved. Such
is a DIRECT contradiction to the very words of Jesus here. There is absolutely no truth in the idea
that there will be some form of universal salvation. Those who do not bow the knee to King Jesus
during this lifetime, will eventually do so, but too late for their own salvation (Isaiah 45.23; Romans
14.11; Philippians 2.10)!
52. GREATER WORKS THAN THESE SHALL HE DO... (John 14.12). It seems to me that Jesus is referencing here
the future work of evangelism that these apostles will take the lead in accomplishing. The salvation
of lost souls was the very purpose for which Jesus came (Luke 19.10), yet His plan was that the
actual spreading of the saving message was to be accomplished by MERE MEN! What an amazing
thought to ponder and consider. We can have a part in doing GREATER WORKS as we go about
working in the vineyard of the Lord to spread the gospel of Christ!
53. IF YE LOVE ME, KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS (John 14.15). In considering the fact that His commandments
are NOT GRIEVOUS (1 John 5.3), and in considering the great love that Jesus demonstrated on the
cross, how can these few precious words from Jesus not impact our lives totally? The word
GRIEVOUS in 1 John 5.3 means: “barus (G926) denotes ‘heavy, burdensome’; it is always used
metaphorically in the NT, and is translated ‘heavy’ in Matthew 23:4, of Pharisaical ordinances; in
the comparative degree ‘weightier,’ Matthew 23:23, of details of the law of God; ‘grievous,’
metaphorically of wolves, in Acts 20:29; of charges, Acts 25:7; negatively of God's commandments,
1 John 5:3 (causing a burden on him who fulfills them); in 2 Corinthians 10:10, ‘weighty,’ of Paul's
letters” [W.E. Vine, Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, an e-Sword
module].
54. SHALL TEACH YOU ALL THINGS, AND BRING ALL THINGS TO YOUR REMEMBRANCE... (John 14.26). What a great
blessing it is for us that our Lord sent the Holy Spirit to the apostles! Jesus told certain ones that the
kingdom would come with power in their lifetime (Mark 9.1). In Acts 1.8, Jesus told the apostles
they would receive POWER after the Holy Spirit was come upon them. When we read just a few
verses later, into Acts 2.1-4, we see the Spirit did come upon them. The Spirit guided them into all
truth, as Jesus promised (John 16.13). Knowing this from Scripture, why do many preachers lead
people into error today by claiming that they are presenting truth from the Holy Spirit when that
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which they preach contradicts and differs from what we have from the apostles and prophets of the
first century, in the Holy Scriptures?
VI.

Questions.
True or False
01.

_____ Jesus cares about commandment-keeping.

02.

_____ Jesus would rely upon the apostles remembering all that He had taught them.

03.

_____ Loving Jesus leads us to keep His words.

04.

_____ Jesus spoke in this chapter to relieve “heart trouble.”

05.

_____ An evidence that Jesus was in the Father was the miracles He performed.
I Found it in Verse(s)

06.

_____ Jesus is the life.

07.

_____ How to be loved of the Father.

08.

_____ Reason Jesus told the apostles in advance that He was going to the Father.

09.

_____ Jesus would not leave these apostles comfortless.

10.

_____ One apostle asks to be shown the Father.
Short Answer

11.

This simple statement denies the concept of salvation through the world’s various and sundry
religions (e.g., Hinduism, Islam, Buddhism, etc.): “No _________ cometh unto the ____________,
but by ________.”

12.

How thankful we must be that Jesus said: “Because ____ __________, ye shall __________ also.”

13.

The desire of Jesus was that the Father might be: _______________________________

14.

Which “Judas” asked Jesus a question in this chapter? ____________________________

15.

The Comforter is: _________________________________________________________
Each Question is worth 7 Points
My Score is: ________
Answers will be found on next week’s handout

ANSWERS to John 13 Questions… 01—True (34); 02—False (9); 03—True (2,26); 04—True (8-9);
05—True (18-21); 06—5; 07—30; 08—13; 09—17; 10—35; 11—cock or rooster—ESV (38); 12—
doubting, spake (22); 13—Jesus, Judas (27); 14—depart, world, Father (1); 15—An example (15).
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VII.

Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can find
them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the
good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

AGAIN
COMMANDMENT
KNOW
NAME
SAITH
TRUTH

ALSO
FATHER
KNOWN
PLACE
SEEN
WHITHER

BECAUSE
GIVE
LORD
PREPARE
THING
WORD

BELIEVE
HEART
LOVE
RECEIVE
TOLD
WORKS

COME
JESUS
LOVETH
SAID
TROUBLED
WORLD
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle.
John 14 (KJV)
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

ACROSS
04) “…that the Father may be ____ in the
Son.”
05) I am the way, the ____, and the life…
09) Said, “We know not whither thou
goest.”
10) Jesus said: “Believe me that I am in
the ____.”
11) What the disciples would do if they
loved Jesus and knew He went to
the Father.
12) My Father is ____ than I.
13) Jesus said: “If ye love me, keep
my…”

DOWN
01) Word which ye hear is not mine, but
the Father’s which ____ me.
02) ____, let us go hence.
03) Comforter would ____ the apostles
all things.
06) Comforter will bring to ____ of the
apostles what Jesus said.
07) Jesus would pray the Father for
another ____ for the apostles.
08) Said: “shew us the Father.”
14) “____ man cometh unto the Father,
but by Me.”
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IX.

Links.

for John Chapter
FOURTEEN…

These links are to the writings of men and not to inspired Scripture, thus care and caution in weighing the conclusions is always wise.
Some are not really links, but listing of material commonly available in books and publications.

•

J.W. McGarvey’s Fourfold Gospel on John 14…
http://www.studylight.org/com/tfg/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=14

•

Burton Coffman’s Commentary on John 14…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bcc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=14

•

Albert Barnes, Barnes Notes on the Whole Bible, on John 14…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bnb/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=14

•

Joseph Benson’s Commentary on the Old and New Testaments, on John 14…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rbc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=14

•

Robertson’s Word Pictures in the New Testament, on John 14…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rwp/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=14

•

Vincent’s Word Studies on John 14…
http://www.studylight.org/com/vnt/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=14

•

Schaff’s Popular Commentary on the New Testament, on John 14
http://www.studylight.org/com/scn/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=14

•

Collection of notes published by Bradley S. Cobb (from notes in his classes at the Bible Institute of
Missouri) available, as an e-Sword module, for $5.00 online at: http://bit.ly/1l6wncN
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A Study of John 15
I.

Outline. From Headings in NJKV
1.
The Relationship of Believers to Christ (John 15.1-11).
2.
The Relationship of Believers to Each Other (12-17).
3.
The Relationship of Believers to the World (18-25).
4.
The Promise of the Holy Spirit (26-27).

II.

Summary.
Contents: Jesus’ discourse on the vine and the branches. The believer and the world.
Characters: God, Jesus, disciples.
Conclusion: Jesus is the true vine, in which the life of believers, as abiding branches, is hid. Abiding in
Him, the believer is able to walk in purity of life, with Christ sharing in all the interests of his
life, taking all burdens to Him, and drawing all wisdom and strength from Him. It is only the
abiding life that bears fruit to the glory of the Father.
Key Word: Abiding, Joh_15:4.
Strong Verses: Joh_15:4, Joh_15:5, Joh_15:7, Joh_15:10, Joh_15:13, Joh_15:14, Joh_15:16,
Joh_15:19, Joh_15:20, Joh_15:26.
Striking Facts: Christ proved His love to the world by laying down His life for it (1Jn_3:16) in
redemption work. His love to us should ever be the standard of measure of our love to others in
service for Him.
--Summarized Bible, Keith L. Brooks
“This chapter is a continuation of the farewell discourses. True, the Lord gave the signal to conclude the
meal and depart; but see the final paragraph in the preceding chapter. As Dodds said:
He saw their reluctance to move, and the alarmed and bewildered expression that hung upon
their faces; and he could not but renew his efforts to banish their forebodings and impart to them
intelligent courage to face separation from him [Marcus Dodds, The Gospel of St. John, Volume
II, p. 175].
First, in this chapter, is Jesus' metaphor of himself as the true vine and the admonition to fruit bearing;
then follows a restatement of teachings and exhortations previously given, including another reference to
the Holy Spirit” [Burton Coffman].

III.

Chronology.
BIBLE PERIOD: The Period of the Christ.
If you are not familiar with the 15 Bible Periods, please click here: http://bit.ly/Rvd8gW
Estimate from: The Reese Chronological Bible: A.D. 29

IV.

Words/Phrases to Study
• 15.1... THE TRUE VINE—“(hē ampelos hē alēthinē). ‘The vine the genuine.’ Assuming that the Lord’s
Supper had just been instituted by Jesus the metaphor of the vine is naturally suggested by ‘the fruit
of the vine’ (Mark 14:25; Matthew 26:29). Ampelos in the papyri (Moulton and Milligan’s
Vocabulary) is sometimes used in the sense of ampelōn (vineyard), but not so here. Jesus uses
various metaphors to illustrate himself and his work (the light, John 8:12; the door, John 10:7; the
shepherd, John 10:11; the vine, John 15:1). The vine was common in Palestine. See Psalms 80:8.
‘On the Maccabean coinage Israel was represented by a vine’ (Dods)” [Robertson’s Word Pictures].
||||| “The use of the word ‘true’ shows that Jesus refers to a typical vine. The Jewish people had
been such a vine ( Isaiah 5:1, Psalms 80:8-16, Jeremiah 2:21). Yet it was but ‘a figure of the true’
(Hebrews 9:24). God had now in Christ planted the true vine, and would dissever and cast off all that
did not derive life from him, and would prune all that did. This vital connection with Christ is set
forth by Paul under the figure of a body and its head (Ephesians 5:23, Colossians 2:19). The fact that
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Jesus had just given them the fruit of the vine to drink as the symbol of his blood made the transition
to this figure easy and natural, for the branches derive their juices from the vine” [J.W. McGarvey,
Fourfold Gospel]. ||||| “The stress of ‘true’ focuses attention on Jeremiah 2:21, in which passage
the degeneracy of Israel was in view. Christ meant by this that he himself is the true Israel of God,
the seed of Abraham through whom all the prophecies were to be fulfilled. The degenerate Israel's
hatred of him which was reaching its climax at that very time was a most impelling reason why
Christ should have stressed his status as God's true vine. The mention of "husbandman" in this
context is most significant. The husbandman: God, will reject and destroy the degenerate vine, and
the spiritual seed will be continued in the true vine, that is, ‘in Christ.’” [Burton Coffman’s
Commentary].
15:1… HUSBANDMAN –“γεωργός geōrgós; gen. geōrgoú, masc. noun from gḗ (G1093), ground, earth,
land, and érgon (G2041), work. A farmer, husbandman, one who tills the earth or ground (2 Timothy
2:6; James 5:7; Sept.: Jeremiah 14:4; 31:24; 51:23). Used synonymously with ampelourgós (G289),
a vine dresser, one who cultivates vines (Matthew 21:33-35, 38, 40-41; Mark 12:1, 7, 9; Luke 20:910, 14, 16); metaphorically of God (John 15:1 [cf. Isaiah 5:1 ff.]).” [The Complete Word Study
Dictionary].
15.2... HE PURGETH IT—“Some branches do not bear fruit; these, the husbandman (owner) prunes, i.e.,
severs from the vine. This fact poses an insuperable difficulty for those religious groups which teach
the impossibility of apostasy. ... These non-fruit-bearing branches differ from the rest, not in the
manner of their existence, nor in the source from which they draw their life, but in their failure to
bear fruit. Some people, after obeying the gospel, are active and useful in the Lord’s service; others
respond in exactly the same way, and are also added to the church (Acts 2.47), but like Demas (2
Timothy 4.10), become unfaithful and are thus non-fruit-bearing branches. These are to be
eventually cut off (severed) from the vine. Paul, in his figure of the body and its members, indicates
this clearly in his Galatian Letter—Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by
the law; ye are fallen from grace (Galatians 5.4)” [Guy N. Woods, A Commentary on the Gospel
According to John, p. 322].
15.3... NOW YE ARE CLEAN—“Christ here intimates that the apostles do not at the moment need
‘pruning,’ having already been pruned enough by the devastating teachings and revelations of that
entire evening. Their pride, secularism, trust of themselves, and their vain ambitions had all been
swept away in the knowledge of Judas' treachery, Peter's forthcoming denial, and the Lord's
impending death, the latter being a fact that their minds could no longer avoid. However, the idea
persists that these words were spoken prophetically, the present tense being used for the future;
because, actually, much pruning remained for the beloved Twelve” [Coffman]. ||||| “It is God in
Christ who cleanseth the soul, but this cleansing is effected through hearing, believing and obeying
the Word. The Word tells us what to do that we may be cleansed and saved—Ephesians 5:26, James
1:18.” [J.W. McGarvey]. ||||| “The spoken word is the instrument appointed by God for the
cleansing of the soul. He who hears the word, believes it, receives it into his soul, obeys it and makes
it the rule of his life, is ‘cleansed,’ or freed from sin. The ‘Word’ tells the sinner what to do in order
to the remission of sins. See Mark 16:16 and Acts 2:38. It is God in Christ who cleanses, but the
means employed is the ‘Word,’ which must be received in obedient faith” [B.W. Johnson Collected
Commentaries, an e-Sword module].
15.5... YE ARE THE BRANCHES—“The analogy in the metaphor is that the branch is in fact the vine,
being in it, and part of it; but when that union is destroyed by the branch's being cut off, it dies”
[Coffman]. ||||| “Every Christian is a branch of the Vine. His life is drawn directly from the
Vine. If he clings to the Vine, keeps Christ's words, so that Christ abides in him, and has the life of
the Vine, the same bringeth forth much fruit” [Johnson].
15.7... ASK WHAT YE WILL, AND IT SHALL BE DONE UNTO YOU—“...is not a promise that anything that might
be asked of God by any person will be done, but means that a person truly "in Christ," and asking in
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harmony with the Father's will, will have his prayers answered. This is one of the great promises”
[Coffman].
15.11... THAT MY JOY MIGHT REMAIN IN YOU—“Like the love mentioned in John 15:10, the joy here is
not so much a subjective state of ecstasy as it is a state of spiritual serenity, much higher and more
satisfying than a mere emotional state of euphoria. All such things as fun, pleasure, delight,
happiness, gladness, etc., are on a lower level than the joy promised by the Lord” [Coffman]. |||||
“Christians are privileged to experience the greatest joy possible to people in this world and the
anticipation of joy unspeakable and pleasures innumerable in the world to come. Among the many
joys of the Christian here are: (1) communion and fellowship with the best of earth; (2) union with
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; (3) the satisfaction of doing good to others; (4) the
consciousness of doing the Father’s will and (5) the assurance of life everlasting at the end of this
age” [Woods, pp., 326-27]. ||||| “His words concerning their union with him as the vine and
branches, his love for them and their love for him, and his exhortation for them to continue in him, in
his words and in his love were spoken to them in order that his joy, peace and rest might remain in
them, fill them and encourage them even in the most severe trials of life (Colossians 3:15; Romans
15:13; Philippians 4:7). Difficult times were ahead (John 16:1-4), and they would recall these words
in these days” [Henry Mahan, Bible Class Commentary on John, an e-Sword module].
15.14... YE ARE MY FRIENDS, IF YE DO WHATSOEVER I COMMAND YOU—“ The commandments of Jesus were
not to be obeyed in the spirit of bondmen, but in that of friends. Jesus had shown his friendship by
receiving his apostles into confidence as to the things which he had heard from his Father” [J.W.
McGarvey].
15.18... IF THE WORLD HATE YOU—“The bitter hatred of an unregenerated world was inevitable for the
people singled out and chosen by Almighty God as his plenipotentiaries in the solemn business of
extending eternal life to mankind and proclaiming the conditions under which it would be granted.
There was no way the world COULD love such people, whose very lives and commission would
ever be anathema to sinful man. The Lord, in this scene, was acutely conscious that the evil hatreds
and maledictions which had marked the attitude of man toward himself would inevitably be directed
in full fury against the holy apostles” [Coffman].
15.22... BUT NOW THEY HAVE NO CLOKE FOR THEIR SIN—CLOKE: “πρόφασις próphasis; gen. propháseōs,
fem. noun from prophaínō (n.f.), to appear before, be apparent, which is from pró (G4253), before,
and phaínō (G5316), to appear, to shine before. An outward show or appearance, a pretense or
pretext put forth in order to cover one's real intent, that which is put forth as a cause or reason, an
apparent reason (Matthew 23:14; Mark 12:40; Luke 20:47; Acts 27:30; Philippians 1:18; 1
Thessalonians 2:5, ‘a pretext for covetousness’ [a.t.]; Sept.: Hos_10:4).” [The Complete Word Study
Dictionary]. ||||| “This explains the implacable hatred of evil men for the truth. The wicked soul
desires nothing so much as to be left alone; there is something terribly upsetting about an aroused
conscience; and unregenerates will avoid disturbing a conscience with the intensity of a burglar
tiptoeing past the guard dog. "Let us alone" (Mark 1:24 KJV) has been the cry of the depraved and
corrupted of all ages. If Jesus had not confronted men with the fact of their wickedness, they would
have had an excuse to continue in it” [Coffman].
15.25... THEY HATED ME WITHOUT A CAUSE—“...means ‘without a just cause.’ That there was indeed a
reason why they hated Christ is plain in John 3:19. Evil is its own sufficient reason for hating truth
and righteousness” [Coffman].
15.26... THE COMFORTER—Note is from John 14.16, “Or ‘Helper’ or ‘Counselor’; Grk ‘Paraclete,’
from the Greek word παράκλητος (paraklētos). Finding an appropriate English translation for
παράκλητος is a very difficult task. No single English word has exactly the same range of meaning
as the Greek word. ‘Comforter,’ used by some of the older English versions, appears to be as old as
Wycliffe. But today it suggests a quilt or a sympathetic mourner at a funeral. ‘Counselor’ is
adequate, but too broad, in contexts like ‘marriage counselor’ or ‘camp counselor.’ ‘Helper’ or
‘Assistant’ could also be used, but could suggest a subordinate rank. ‘Advocate,’ the word chosen
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for this translation, has more forensic overtones than the Greek word does, although in John 16:5–11
a forensic context is certainly present. Because an ‘advocate’ is someone who ‘advocates’ or
supports a position or viewpoint and since this is what the Paraclete will do for the preaching of the
disciples, it was selected in spite of the drawbacks” [Biblical Studies Press. (2006). The NET Bible
First Edition Notes (Jn 14:16). Biblical Studies Press]. ||||| According to John 16.7, “They were
not to anticipate the coming of the Holy Spirit until after his ascension. The promise was realized 10
days after he went away to heaven when the Holy Spirit, in baptismal measure, came upon the
apostles at Pentecost (Acts 2.1-4)” [Woods, p. 335].
V.

Lessons & Applications.
55. NOW YE ARE CLEAN THROUGH THE WORD WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN UNTO YOU (John 15.3). “These disciples
were already pruned, or cleansed, of those dispositions and characteristics which made them unlike
the Lord. This cleansing or pruning is not done by outward, visible, miraculous powers, but rather
through the power of the word of God. Jesus said they were clean ‘because of the words which I
have spoken unto you.’ And God continues His work of pruning out of our lives those things which
make us unlike Christ by teaching us what we ought to do to be like Christ and what we ought to
leave undone in order to be like Him” [Roy H. Lanier, Sr., Editor, Teacher’s Annual Lesson
Commentary, p. 198].
56. YE SHALL ASK WHAT YE WILL, AND IT SHALL BE DONE UNTO YOU (John 15.7). “Here we learn something of
the great results which come from our abiding in Christ. We also see something of the place of His
‘words’ in the process. No one can abide in Christ and have Christ abide in him who ignores that
which Christ teaches (cf., Matthew 28.20; Acts 2.42). But if the conditions which are named are met,
the Christian has access to God for any blessing which he may desire or need. This is true because
the mutual abiding involves such intimate union and harmony with the Divine that nothing will be
asked which is out of harmony with the mind of Christ and the will of God (cf., Philippians 4.6-7)”
[Leslie G. Thomas, Editor, Teacher’s Annual Lesson Commentary, 1967, pp. 313-14].
57. THIS IS MY COMMANDMENT, THAT YE LOVE ONE ANOTHER… (John 15.12). “The greatest command is to
love God (Mark 12.30). The second command is to love one’s neighbor as himself (Mark 12.31). ...
Love is the bond which unites the Son with the Father. It is also the bond which unites disciple with
disciple, and with the Lord (Ephesians 4.16; John 14.15; 1 John 5.3; 1 Corinthians 13.1-7). Christ
loved each of us enough to give up heaven and die for us, not because we were good, but in spite of
the fact that we were evil (Romans 5.8; cf., 2 Corinthians 8.9; Philippians 2.5-8; Hebrews 2.9). Just
so, the disciples of Christ are to love one another and to display that love by living lives which truly
exemplify the principle of ‘giving oneself away’ for the benefit of others (Luke 9.23-24)” [Thomas
B. Warren, Editor, Teacher’s Annual Lesson Commentary, 1973, pp., 298-99].
58. GREATER LOVE HATH NO MAN THAN THIS, THAT A MAN LAY DOWN HIS LIFE FOR HIS FRIENDS... (John 15.13).
“The actual meaning of laying down one’s life, is to give it up in death, or at least to be willing to do
so. But there is another idea in this connection, which can find practicable application in our
everyday living, namely, the great principle of self-sacrifice; and it is in this way that we can lay
down our lives daily for the brethren. That, of course, is exactly what we should and must do, if we
are to please the Lord. We can live, not for our own pleasure, but to make gladness more possible for
those who walk in the shadows of great sorrow; and to make goodness more possible for those who
stand in the dense darkness of great temptations. By manifesting this kind of an attitude, we pass into
the life of the world each day, not to be ministered unto, but to minister unto its needs; and those
who do these things have heard the voice of the greater love ” [Leslie G. Thomas, Editor, Teacher’s
Annual Lesson Commentary, 1972, p. 89].
59. YE HAVE NOT CHOSEN ME, BUT I HAVE CHOSEN YOU... (John 15.16). “The first part of this passage alludes
to the choosing of the apostles, whom Jesus selected from among the disciples to go forth preaching
the gospel of the kingdom soon to be established. The purpose of choosing them was that they
should bear fruit; and it is for this purpose that He calls men into His service today. This calling is
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done by means of the gospel (1 Thessalonians 2.14) today; and all are called because the gospel is to
be preached to all. Not all hear and answer however; and only those who do so become His disciples.
The Lord forces no one into His service; it must be willing service or He will not accept it” [Guy N.
Woods, Editor, Teacher’s Annual Lesson Commentary, 1946, p. 119].
VI.

Questions.
True or False
01.

_____ It is pretty important to abide in Christ.

02.

_____ Jesus mentions a circumstance which would have had the world loving His disciples.

03.

_____ Jesus did the same works that others had done.

04.

_____ There is a connection between bearing much fruit and glorifying the Father.

05.

_____ To be thought of as the friend of Jesus is wishful thinking.
I Found it in Verse(s)

06.

_____ Jesus commanded the disciples to love one another.

07.

_____ The word CLOKE.

08.

_____ A quote from Psalms 35.19

09.

_____ Without Jesus we can do nothing.

10.

_____ Joy spoken of as remaining and full.
Short Answer

11.

Jesus is the Vine and His Father is the _________________________

12.

Sent from the Father: ___________________________________________

13.

Not greater than his lord: ______________________________________

14.

Greatest demonstration of love:
____________________________________________________________________________

15.

Jesus kept these: ___________________________________________________
Each Question is worth 7 Points
My Score is: ________
Answers will be found on next week’s handout

ANSWERS to John 14 Questions… 01—True (15); 02—False (26); 03—True (23); 04—True (1);
05—True (10-11); 06—6; 07—21; 08—29; 09—18; 10—8; 11—man, Father, Me (6); 12—I, live, live
(19); 13—glorified (13); 14—not Iscariot (22); 15—The Holy Spirit (26).

btcJohn............................ Created by: David Lemmons ……. http://maplehillchurchofchrist.blog

A Study of John ………………..……………………………………………………………………………….Page 113 of 155

VII.

Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can find
them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the
good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

ABIDE
BRANCH
COMMAND
FRIENDS
LOVE
SERVANT

ALSO
BRING
DONE
FRUIT
MORE
SPOKEN

BEAR
CALL
EVERY
HATE
MUCH
THINGS

BEARETH
CAST
FATHER
HATETH
NAME
VINE

BECAUSE
CHOSEN
FORTH
KEEP
PERSECUTE
WORD
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle.

John 15 (KJV)
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

ACROSS
01) If ye were of the world, the world
would love his ____.
02) He that ____ me hateth my Father
also.
04) If they have ____ me, they will also
persecute you.
08) Jesus would send the ____ from the
Father.
10) Being Jesus’ friend means doing
“whatsoever I ____ you.”
11) Not abiding in Christ ultimately leads
to the branch being ____.

DOWN
01) I have chosen you ___ of the world.
02) Jesus is the True Vine, and Father
is the ____.
03) Another name for Comforter is
“____ of truth.”
05) Disciples bearing much fruit is a
way the Father is…
06) Things I have ____ of my Father, I
have made known unto you.
07) ABIDE is found 3X in this verse.
08) Now ye are ___ through the word
which I have spoken unto you.
09) Jesus spoke words that the
apostles’ ____ might be full.
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IX.

Links.

for John Chapter
FOURTEEN…

These links are to the writings of men and not to inspired Scripture, thus care and caution in weighing the conclusions is always wise.
Some are not really links, but listing of material commonly available in books and publications.

•

J.W. McGarvey’s Fourfold Gospel on John 15…
http://www.studylight.org/com/tfg/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=15

•

Burton Coffman’s Commentary on John 15…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bcc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=15

•

Albert Barnes, Barnes Notes on the Whole Bible, on John 15…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bnb/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=15

•

Joseph Benson’s Commentary on the Old and New Testaments, on John 15…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rbc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=15

•

Robertson’s Word Pictures in the New Testament, on John 15…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rwp/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=15

•

Vincent’s Word Studies on John 15…
http://www.studylight.org/com/vnt/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=15

•

Schaff’s Popular Commentary on the New Testament, on John 15
http://www.studylight.org/com/scn/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=15

•

Collection of notes published by Bradley S. Cobb (from notes in his classes at the Bible Institute of
Missouri) available, as an e-Sword module, for $5.00 online at: http://bit.ly/1l6wncN
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A Study of John 16
I.

Outline. New Bible Commentary, p. 1057.
1.
The Hostility of the World (John 15.18—16.4).
2.
The Work of the Holy Spirit (16.5-15).
3.
Grief Transformed to Joy (16-24).
4.
Confusion Transformed to Faith (25-33). Though I might change it to “Confusion Transformed
by Divine Revelation” [DRL].

II.

Summary.
Contents: Warning of persecutions. The promise of the Spirit and His three-fold work. Jesus talks of
His death, resurrection and second coming.
Characters: Jesus, Holy Spirit, God, disciples.
Conclusion: The sending of the Holy Spirit was the fruit of Christ’s purchase on the cross and an
answer to His intercession within the veil—a proof of the acceptance of His finished work with
the Father. He is the companion of the true believer in every place and at all times, whereas
Christ’s corporal presence could be in but one place at a time. As to unbelievers, the Holy Spirit
proves sin upon them because of their rejection of Christ, and warns of judgment. To the
believer, He is the constant helper and the revealer of the things of Christ. [The promise of verse
13 is a promise to the apostles, not to anyone else, DRL].
Key Word: Holy Spirit, v. 7.
Strong Verses: 7, 8, 9, 10, 13, 14, 22, 23, 27, 33.
[Brooks, K. (2009). Summarized Bible: Complete Summary of the New Testament (33). Bellingham,
WA: Logos Bible Software.].

III.

Chronology.
BIBLE PERIOD: The Period of the Christ.
If you are not familiar with the 15 Bible Periods, please click here: http://bit.ly/Rvd8gW

IV.

Words/Phrases to Study
• 16.1... OFFENDED—“Offend (σκανδαλίζει). The word offend carries to the English reader the sense of
giving offence, provoking. Hence the Revised Version, by restoring the picture in the word, restores
its true meaning, causeth to stumble. The kindred noun is σκάδαλον, a later form of σκανδάληθρον,
the stick in a trap on which the bait is placed, and which springs up and shuts the trap at the touch of
an animal” [Vincent, M. R. (1887). Word studies in the New Testament (Mt 5:29). New York:
Charles Scribner’s Sons.]. ||||| “‘These things’ the Lord spoke that they should be forewarned,
expectant, and hence should not be made to stumble (offended). The word ‘offended,’ or, more
properly, ‘stumble,’ points out the danger of falling during persecution. The weak in faith are likely
to give way before the storm, to fancy that the odds are too great, that it is useless for a small
minority to contend against mankind. Hence the Lord reveals to his disciples that there is an
irrepressible conflict between the sinful world and himself, points out the issues and shows how it
will involve his followers, in order that they may expect it, be prepared for it, and when it comes
only see in it the fulfillment of his prediction” [B.W. Johnson, Collected Commentaries, an e-Sword
module].
• 16.2... PUT YOU OUT OF THE SYNAGOGUES—“ Having made clear that the hatred of the world was
inevitable to the disciples if they would follow Him, Jesus proceeded to make more vivid what that
hatred would mean. Expulsion from the synagogue, as in the case of the blind man (9:22, 34), and
even death would be their lot. Such treatment they were not to regard as abnormal. It would be the
logical result of unbelief, which was in turn a consequence of ignorance” [Tenney, M. C. (1976).
John: The Gospel of Belief. The New International Commentary on the Old and New Testament
(233). Grand Rapids, MI; Cambridge, U.K.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.].
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16.4... THAT WHEN THE TIME SHALL COME, YE MAY REMEMBER—“The memory that Jesus had forewarned
His disciples would enable them to realize that things were not out of control when they seemed to
be. This remembrance would really strengthen their faith in Jesus rather than weakening it” [The
Expository Notes of Dr. Constable, an e-Sword module].
16.7... IF I GO NOT AWAY, THE COMFORTER WILL NOT COME UNTO YOU—“...the Holy Spirit—whom he had
earlier promised (14.25; 5.26), would not come to them. Why? There are undoubtedly many reasons;
among them are these: (1) the coming of the Spirit was to guide the apostles into all truth when they
became the Lord’s ambassadors in his kingdom (2 Corinthians 5.20). The kingdom could not be
established until the Lord returned to heaven and took his seat on David’s throne at the right hand of
the Father (Acts 2.29-36). (2) The gospel, in perfection, would not be preached until after his death,
burial, and resurrection (1 Corinthians 15.1-3), and thus their mission would not begin until after that
event (Matthew 28.18-20; Luke 24.46-47). (3) The Spirit’s work would continue the work of Christ
through the apostles; thus, his work would not begin until the Lord left the earth. (4) Sacrifice for sin
had to be made before the Spirit’s work would begin. Thus, the events preceding and including the
Lord’s death were conditions precedent to the coming of the Spirit. We should evermore keep in
mind that the promise of Comforter—the Holy Spirit—was to the apostles. Through them he
revealed the way of salvation. That revelation of truth is now ours in the writings of men who were
infallibly guided by the Spirit” [Guy N. Woods, A Commentary on the Gospel According to John,
pp. 339-40].
16:11, 28, 33… WORLD –“The noun kosmos (English cosmos, cosmic), is normally translated world
and most often has negative connotations, especially in John’s writings. John provides the
foundational verse about the kosmos in 1.10 ... The kosmos is consistently described by John as
hostile to Jesus and the things of God. The world needs the light (1.9; see 8.12) because it is in
darkness (3.19). It is dead and needs life (6.33, 51). The world hates Jesus (7.7) and His followers
(15.18; 17.14), but it will be judged (9.39; 12.31), as will its prince (that is, Satan; 12.31; 16.11). But
as ‘the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world’ (1.29), Jesus ‘conquered the world’
(16.33). God loved the world (despite its sins) and gave His Son to redeem the world” [Holman
Christian Standard Study Bible, p. 1840].
16.12... YE CANNOT BEAR THEM NOW—“ The doctrines of the gospel were necessarily obscure and
largely incomprehensible to the apostles until time had developed the gospel facts. Jesus, therefore,
forbore to speak of many things at this time, lest by doing so he should confuse the minds of his
followers” [J.W. McGarvey, Fourfold Gospel].
16.13... WILL GUIDE YOU INTO ALL TRUTH—“The ‘Spirit of truth,’ is the Comforter, alluded to in John
14.26, and in verse 7 of this chapter. Among the functions he would perform for the disciples would
be to (1) guide them into all the truth; (2) remind them of what Jesus had taught them during his stay
with them here on earth and (3) tell them of matters yet to occur. He who would do this is called the
‘Comforter’ because his work would be to counsel, strengthen, and plead in their behalf; and he is
styled ‘the Spirit of truth,’ because he would teach the truth, all of the truth and nothing but the truth
in the revelations promised. His work is described as a ‘guide’ because he would lead them into
uncharted paths in the New Dispensation; and the area of his leadership was to be wholly in the
sphere of truth” [Woods, p. 342].
16.20... YE SHALL WEEP AND LAMENT, BUT THE WORLD SHALL REJOICE—“Compare John 20:11, and Luke
23:27. In the original the contrast between the sorrow of the disciples and the joy of the world is
rendered the more striking by the order of the words, ‘Weep and lament shall ye, but the world shall
rejoice.’ The tears and the scoffs at the cross were the accomplishment of this prophecy” [H.W.
Watkins, A Bible Commentary for English Readers, an e-Sword module].
16.21... IN TRAVAIL—“Indefinite temporal clause, ‘whenever she is about to bear (or give birth),’
hotan and present active subjunctive of tiktō, common O.T. image for pain” [Robertson’s Word
Pictures]. ||||| “There is a vivid contrast between the world’s joy and the disciples’ joy. The
transformation of grief into joy is illustrated by the metaphor of childbirth. It is a universal law that
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V.

labour pains are forgotten once the joy of new birth is realized” [New Bible commentary: 21st
century edition. 1994 (D. A. Carson, R. T. France, J. A. Motyer & G. J. Wenham, Ed.) (4th ed.)
(1058). Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press].
16.25... PROVERBS—“paroimías, fem. noun, from pará (G3844), by, and oímos (n.f.), a way, a
highway. Something by the way, a byword, a proverb or adage (2 Peter 2:22). Used by John as
synonymous with parabolḗ (G3850), a parable, though a parable is a short discourse, usually a
narrative, in which the fictitious is employed to represent and illustrate the real (John 10:6). A
figurative discourse, a dark saying, obscure and full of hidden meaning (John 16:25, 29), a proverb,
a short saying illustrating a general principle. In the Sept. it is used of short, one sentence maxims
(Proverbs 1:1)” [The Complete Word Study Dictionary, an e-Sword module].
16.29... PLAINLY—“What he had said that perplexed them was that which is contained in John 16:16.
Compare John 16:17-19, ‘A little while and ye shall not see me,’ etc. This he had now explained by
saying John 16:28, ‘Again, I leave the world, and go to the Father.’ In this there was no ambiguity, and
they expressed themselves satisfied with this explanation” [Barnes’ Notes].
16.32... YE SHALL BE SCATTERED—“It is true that Peter and probably John followed Jesus into the
courtyard of the high priest. It is also true that John stood near Jesus' cross during His crucifixion
(John 18:15; 19:26-27). Nevertheless all the disciples abandoned Jesus at His arrest and returned to
their own things temporarily (Matthew 26:56; Mark 14:50; John 18:17, 25-26; 21:3). It is also true
that the Father abandoned Jesus on the cross (Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34). However that was only
temporary too. The Father remained with Jesus throughout all His trials and only departed from Him
when He judged sin, which Jesus took on Himself as our substitute (2 Corinthians 5:21)”
[Constable].
16.33... THAT IN ME YE MIGHT HAVE PEACE—“His purpose in all that He has said is so that in the end
they will have peace. As they think back and remember all He said and all that has happened their
assurance and confidence will grow and peace will fill their hearts. And especially He wants them to
have confidence in the fact that the world will not win. It is God Who will win. For by His sacrifice
of Himself He has overcome the world and all that it stands for. The point would appear to be that
His light will triumph over the world’s darkness and over its evil intent (John 1:4)” [Peter Pett,
Commentary Series on the Bible, an e-Sword module].

Lessons & Applications.
60. A WOMAN WHEN SHE IS IN TRAVAIL HATH SORROW ... FOR JOY THAT A MAN IS BORN INTO THE WORLD… (John
16.21-22). “An alternative translation to sorrow (v. 21) is ‘pain.’ There were few options available
to first-century women for pain relief during labor. Since births took place at home, all of the
disciples had probably heard a woman scream out in pain while giving birth. As in most
undeveloped countries today, childbearing in biblical times was often fatal for the child, the mother,
or both. Many pagan women sought help from their gods, along with special charms, to protect them
during pregnancy and delivery. So Jesus was using a graphic metaphor by comparing the coming
‘sorrow’ of His followers with that of a woman in labor. He was indicating that their pain could not
be avoided. But He did give them a hope: He promised that they would see Him again, and when
they did their joy would be as great as a woman whose baby has finally been delivered safely. Do
you live with the hope of seeing Jesus, even as you confront the pain of this world?” [The Word in
Life Study Bible, p. 386].
61. THAT YOUR JOY MAY BE FULL... (John 16.24).
o Joy at Salvation (Luke 19.6).
o Joy at Baptism (Acts 8.39).
o Joy in Reading the Word of God (Jeremiah 15.19).
o Joy in Prayer (John 16.24).
o Joy in Troubles (James 1.2).
o Joy in Persecution (Acts 5.41).
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o Joy in Dying as a Believer (Acts 20.24).
[The Jeremiah Study Bible, p. 1470].
ASK THE FATHER IN MY NAME... (John 16.23). “Every prayer which we offer to God must be in and
through the name of Jesus Christ our Lord; but that does not mean that we merely repeat these words
at the close of our prayers. That could be done without realizing at all the significance of the
expression. Empty and meaningless phrases have no place in the prayers of those who are guided by
the teaching of Jesus. In order for a prayer to be in the name of Christ, it must be prompted by his
mind and in reliance on the bond which binds us to him. Therefore, to conclude our prayers with the
words ‘through Jesus Christ our Lord’ is very significant; and we may be sure, in the light of the text
now under consideration, that these words, if properly used, will mean the difference in having our
prayers answered or rejected. No one can pray in the name of Christ, and at the same time pray
contrary to God’s will; for he always wants God’s will to be done” [Leslie G. Thomas, Editor,
Teacher’s Annual Lesson Commentary, 1961, p. 47].

•

VI.

Questions.
True or False
01.

_____ Jesus made a prediction about the death of the apostles.

02.

_____ “Sorrow to Joy” is a topic Jesus addresses in this chapter.

03.

_____ Jesus was speaking directly to me when He promised to send the Holy Spirit to guide me
into all truth.

04.

_____ Jesus told the apostles they would never scatter from Him.

05.

_____ Proverbs are mentioned in this chapter.
I Found it in Verse(s)

06.

_____ Jesus told the apostles that He was going to the Father.

07.

_____ Jesus claimed all things the Father has.

08.

_____ Jesus knew the apostles were filled with sorrow.

09.

_____ Jesus told the apostles He would see them again.

10.

_____ The Holy Spirit would glorify Jesus.
Short Answer

11.

“A ___________ __________ and ye shall not see me...”

12.

Jesus spoke the things of this chapter to avoid the apostles being ______________.

13.

Jesus said the apostles were loved of the Father because they ___________ Jesus and because
they ______________ He came from God.

14.

A kind of speaking mentioned by the disciples: __________________________

15.

The reason Jesus did not say to the apostles all that He wanted to say:
_____________________________________________________________________________
Each Question is worth 7 Points
My Score is: ________
Answers will be found on next week’s handout
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ANSWERS to John 15 Questions… 01—True (6); 02—True (19); 03—False (24); 04—True (8); 05—
False (14); 06—17; 07—22; 08—25; 09—5; 10—11; 11—Husbandman (1); 12—The Comforter (26);
13—The servant (20); 14—To lay down your life for your friends (13); 15—The Father’s
commandments (10).
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VII.

Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can find
them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the
good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

AGAIN
FATHER
NAME
SORROW
TIME

BECAUSE
HEART
PROVERB
SPEAK
TOLD

BELIEVE
JUDGED
SAID
SPOKEN
TRUTH

COME
LITTLE
SAITH
THEREFORE
VERILY

COMETH
MORE
SHEW
THINGS
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle.

John 16 (KJV)
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

ACROSS
03) I have yet ____ things to say unto
you.
04) Jesus said: “I go away to Him that
____ me.”
07) A mother, once delivered of the child,
____ no more the anguish.
10) The Comforter will reprove the ____
of sin.
12) It was ____ for the apostles that
Jesus go away.
13) Now speakest thou ____, and
speakest no proverb.
14) The ____ of this world is judged.

DOWN
01) Apostles will ____ but the world
shall rejoice.
02) Jesus said the apostles would be
____ and leave Him.
05) In the world, Jesus said apostles
would have this.
06) Jesus said: “Ye cannot ____ them
now.”
08) Apostles’ sorrow will be turned into
this.
09) Modifies the word WHILE 7 times.
11) Jesus said the ____ would guide
the apostles into all truth.
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IX.

Links.

for John Chapter SIXTEEN…

These links are to the writings of men and not to inspired Scripture, thus care and caution in weighing the conclusions is always wise.
Some are not really links, but listing of material commonly available in books and publications.

•

J.W. McGarvey’s Fourfold Gospel on John 16…
http://www.studylight.org/com/tfg/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=16

•

Burton Coffman’s Commentary on John 16…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bcc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=16

•

Albert Barnes, Barnes Notes on the Whole Bible, on John 16…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bnb/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=16

•

Joseph Benson’s Commentary on the Old and New Testaments, on John 16…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rbc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=16

•

Robertson’s Word Pictures in the New Testament, on John 16…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rwp/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=16

•

Vincent’s Word Studies on John 16…
http://www.studylight.org/com/vnt/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=16

•

Schaff’s Popular Commentary on the New Testament, on John 16
http://www.studylight.org/com/scn/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=16

•

Collection of notes published by Bradley S. Cobb (from notes in his classes at the Bible Institute of
Missouri) available, as an e-Sword module, for $5.00 online at: http://bit.ly/1l6wncN
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A Study of John 17
I.

Outline. From Headings in NJKV
1.
Christ Prays for Himself (John 17.1-5).
2.
Christ Prays for His Disciples (6-19).
3.
Christ Prays for All Believers (20-26).

II.

Summary.
“The Lord’s last discourse, beginning at John 14.1, and continuing through John 16.33, though delivered
in the shadow of the cross, ended with this note of triumph, ‘I have overcome the world.’ The little band,
consisting of Jesus and the eleven apostles, were about to leave the upper room, where the Passover
feast had been observed and the Lord’s Supper had been instituted and go out into the night, a night the
most fateful to all the world’s history; but, before they disbanded, the Saviour did not wish to terminate
the warm and close association they had enjoyed without a prayer to the Father. He was soon to
experience the bitterness of trial and the agony of crucifixion; the disciples were to suffer
disappointment and discouragement in the bewildering events soon to occur; and they needed to be
sustained and supported by this petition to their heavenly Father. The prayer is remarkable for the
simplicity of its language, the profoundness of its meaning, and the earnestness of its appeal. These are
the very words of our Lord, recorded in the order in which they were delivered by the Holy Spirit
through his inspired writer, John. ... The prayer of John 17 may be outlined as follows: (1) that God and
his Son should be glorified (vs. 1, 2); (2) That his disciples may have eternal life (vs. 3-5); (3) that they
may know and believe the truth (vs. 6-12); (4) that they may have joy in the face of an antagonistic
world (v. 13, 14); (5) that they may be kept from evil (vs. 15, 16); (6) that they may be made holy and
fulfill their mission (vs. 17-19); (7) that they may all be one (vs. 20-23); (8) that they may partake of his
glory (vs. 24-26)” [Guy N. Woods, A Commentary on the Gospel According to John, p. 352].
“... So concludes Jesus' great intercessory prayer for His believing disciples. This was an important part
of His private ministry of preparing His disciples for what lay ahead of them. We could summarize its
main points as follows. Jesus asked for Himself glorification (John 17:1, 5) that the Father might be
glorified (John 17:1). He asked for the Eleven (and their successors) faithfulness (John 17:11). The
results of their faithfulness would be their unity (John 17:11) and their joy (John 17:13). The means to
their faithfulness would be their safety (John 17:15) and their sanctification (John 17:17). He asked for
future believers unity (John 17:21-23) in the present that the world might believe (John 17:21, 23) and
heaven (John 17:24) in the future that believers might see His glory (John 17:24) and fully experience
God's love (John 17:26).” [The Expository Notes of Dr. Constable, John 17.26, an e-Sword module].

III.

Chronology.
BIBLE PERIOD: The Period of the Christ.
If you are not familiar with the 15 Bible Periods, please click here: http://bit.ly/Rvd8gW

IV.

Words/Phrases to Study
• 17:1… GLORIFY THY SON–“He was about to stoop to shame. It was an unutterable humiliation for the
Son to die as a malefactor. He prays that God may lift him from this humiliation to his former glory,
that he may glorify the Father. Had he been left in the tomb, the shame would have been complete.
Christ not only prays that he shall be ‘lifted up,’ but that he may so ‘drink the cup’ that the cross
itself shall be a glory. The glorification of the Son in his resurrection and exaltation demonstrates the
glory of his self-sacrifice and humiliation” [B.W. Johnson’s Combined Commentaries, an e-Sword
module]. ||||| “Honor thy Son. See John 11:4. Give to the world demonstration that I am thy Son.
So sustain me, and so manifest thy power in my death, resurrection, and ascension, as to afford
indubitable evidence that I am the Son of God” [Barnes’ Notes].
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17.6... I HAVE MANIFESTED THY NAME—“This manifestation of the name of God is the making Him
known as the only true God, and the glorifying Him on earth of John 17:3-4” [H.W. Watkins, A
Bible Commentary for English Readers, Edited by John Ellicott, an e-Sword module].
17.9... I PRAY NOT FOR THE WORLD—“Not at this point in the prayer Christ means. In John 17:19 Jesus
does pray for the world (for future believers) that it may believe (John 17:21). God loves the whole
world (John 3:16). Christ died for sinners (Romans 5:8) and prayed for sinners (Luke 23:34) and
intercedes for sinners (1 John 2:1; Romans 8:34; Hebrews 7:25)” [Robertson’s Word Pictures]. |||||
“...for the things sought for them were totally inapplicable to the world. Not that the individuals
composing the world were shut out from Christ's compassions (see the last clause of John 17:21), or
ought to be shut out from ours; but they come within the sphere of this prayer only by ‘being chosen
out of the world’ [Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown’s Commentary: Unabridged version, published in
1878, an e-Sword module].
17.10... I AM GLORIFIED IN THEM—“The division of verses is unfortunate, as the last words of this
verse are closely connected with the last words of John 17:9, and the general assertion which
intervenes is a parenthesis. The thought is, ‘For they are Thine (and all My things are Thine, and Thy
things are Mine), and I am glorified in them.’ The fact that Christ is glorified in them forms, then, a
second reason for His special prayer for them. The tense is perfect. Its accomplishment is already in
part realized (John 17:6-8; comp. John 15:8), and is more fully to be realized in that future of the
Spirit’s work which all through this chapter is regarded as present” [H.W. Watkins].
17.11... NOW I AM NO MORE IN THE WORLD—“The immediate future is still regarded as present. The
words have a special reference to the interval between His death and the day of Pentecost, which
would be for the disciples a time of darkness and danger, when they would have special need of the
Father’s care” [Watkins]. ||||| “He now goes to the Father; these are left behind to preach the
gospel, establish his kingdom, manifest his glory. Hence, he pleads that he may ‘keep them through
his name,’ or power and love. He especially pleads that they may be kept ‘one,’ united as the Father
and the Son. They had often shown jealousies and ambitions, but in order to do Christ's work they
must be united as a band of loving brothers, of one family, with one interest and one work” [B.W.
Johnson].
17.15... THAT THOU SHOULDEST KEEP THEM FROM THE EVIL—“The disciples are in the world, and Jesus
cannot yet pray that they may be taken out of it, for it is the very purpose of the Father that they shall
be left in it to carry on His work. What He does pray for is, that, as their work and His will be
identical, so also their preservation may be identical, with His own. The element distinguishing His
preservation had been that mentioned in John 14:30,—a total separation between the prince of this
world and Him. The same complete separation He would now have for them,—not merely that they
may be delivered from attacks of the evil one, but also that they may be kept ‘out of’ him, may have
no fellowship with him, no weakening of their testimony by yielding to him, but may be single, pure,
and faithful to the last as He had been. The expression ‘to be kept out of the evil one’ may surprise
the reader until he re members that in 1 John 5:19-20 the Apostle really speaks of the world as lying
in the evil one. The teaching of this Gospel and of the whole New Testament is that there are two
spheres in which man may live, that of the world and its prince, and that of ‘Jesus Christ.’ (Compare
the many passages which speak of the Christian as ‘in Christ.’) Our prayer ought to be, not that we
may be kept ‘from’ the one, but that we may be kept ‘out of’ the one and ‘in’ the other” [William
Milligan, A Popular Commentary on the New Testament, edited by Philip Schaff, an e-Sword
module].
17.17... SANCTIFY THEM THROUGH THY TRUTH: THY WORD IS TRUTH—“Sanctify ... here does not refer to
being made more holy, because such a meaning could not have pertained to Jesus. Thus, another
meaning of ‘sanctify,’ which is ‘to consecrate,’ is intended (English Revised Version margin). Jesus
was in the act of consecrating himself as the one great sacrifice for sin. ‘The truth,’ the evident
means of Jesus' consecration, was the word of God, which was the source of motivation and power
for Jesus as he moved toward the cross. By opening up, through his death, the way of salvation for
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all, Jesus made it possible for the apostles also to be sanctified in truth, that is, by the same word of
God” [Burton Coffman]. ||||| “‘Sanctify’ This is an aorist active imperative from the root ‘holy’
(hagios). This can mean: (1) Believers are called to Christlikeness (cf. John 17:19; Romans 8:28-29;
2 Corinthians 3:18; 2 Corinthians 7:1; Galatians 4:19; Ephesians 1:4; 4:13; 1 Thessalonians 3:13;
4:3, 7; 5:23; 1 Peter 1:15). This can only happen through knowledge of the truth, which is both
living word (Jesus cf. John 1:1-14) and written word (Bible, cf. John 15:3). (2) ‘Sanctify,’ in its OT
sense, basically means ‘to set apart for God's service.’ John 17:18 clarifies the purpose for them
being ‘sanctified.’ It is not a question of whether #1 or #2 is true. They both are true. Jesus' life
showed the necessity of both (cf. Joh_17:19)” [Bob Utley, freebiblecommentary.org].
17.19... FOR THEIR SAKES I SANCTIFY MYSELF—“We have seen that the word ‘sanctify’ means to set apart
for holy purposes; to consecrate; the Lord’s entire life on earth involved just such a consecration and
dedication and he was now approaching the hour when he would make the supreme consecration –
death on the cross; he would ask of the disciples no more than he would do himself; and thus his
action became both example and motivation for them. Wonderful though this was, it did not take the
place and the need for the sanctification of the apostles. Here, as often elsewhere, in the
contemplation of what the lord has done for us theologians have carried the matter far beyond what
the Lord intended and urged that he accomplished for us sanctification without any action being
required on our part. The sanctification of our Lord provides an example for us but not a substitute;
he still requires that his followers sanctify themselves in body, soul, and spirit (1 Thessalonians
5.23), and live godly lives here on earth. This is the realization of the highest ideal for man on earth
(Philippians 2.5; Romans 12.1-2)” [Guy N. Woods, A Commentary on the Gospel According to
John, p. 362].
17.21... THAT THE WORLD MAY BELIEVE THAT THOU HAST SENT ME—“Here again the first petition is for
unity, and again the unity subsisting between the Father and the Son is designated as the kind
desired. That future disciples may understand the nature of this unity, Jesus sets it forth in an
amplified statement, which reveals the fact that he does not ask for a unity similar to that subsisting
between the Father and the Son, but for that very unity itself enlarged and extended so as to become
a triple instead of a dual unity by the comprehension of the disciples within its compass. As a reason
why the Father should bring about this unity (and a reason also why all Christians should work for
it), our Lord states that its attainment will result in the conversion of the world to the Christian faith”
[J.W. McGarvey, Fourfold Gospel]. ||||| “The result of the union of believers with God, and
therefore with each other, will be that the world will see in it a proof of the divine origin of
Christianity, and will believe that the Father sent the Son into the world. As this will be the result, it
is thought of as the purpose of the prayer for the whole body of believers. Instances of this result
crowd involuntarily upon the mind. The brotherhood of Christians has ever been the witness to their
common Fatherhood in God. The divisions of Christendom have ever been the weakness of the
Church and the proof to the world that, in that they are divided, they cannot be of God” [H.W.
Watkins]. ||||| Division within the body of Christ fights against carrying out the commission of
taking the gospel to the world!
17.23... I IN THEM, AND THOU IN ME, THAT THEY MAY BE MADE PERFECT IN ONE—“That their union may be
complete. That there may be no jars, discords, or contentions. A machine is perfect or complete
when it has all its parts and is in good order when there is no portion of it wanting. So the union of
Christians, for which the Saviour prayed, would be complete or perfect if there were no
controversies, no envyings, no contentions, and no heart-burnings and jealousies” [Barnes’ Notes].
||||| “The impressions for good thus received by the world will prompt to serious consideration of
the claims of Christianity by those not earlier interested. It is a heavenly chain, in which God’s love
for his Son, his Son’s love for his disciples, and the disciples’ love for each other binds them in a
glorious unity which the world about them finds interesting and attractive. The measure of
importance which our Lord felt with reference to unity is evident in the fact that this theme
concerned him greatly in his final hours before death” [Guy N. Woods, p. 365].
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17.26... AND WILL DECLARE IT—“I have made known unto them thy nature, attributes, counsels, will,
and commandments, and I will continue the manifestation of the same unto the end. The saving
knowledge of God was not attainable by natural abilities, but cometh to us by the special revelation
of Christ” [C.E.W. Dorris, A Commentary on the Gospel According to John, p. 271].

Lessons & Applications.
62. NOW THEY HAVE KNOWN ... FOR I HAVE GIVEN UNTO THEM THE WORDS... (John 17.7-8). “The disciples were
obedient and had accepted the message Jesus gave them. In spite of much misunderstanding on their
part, no evidence says that those with Jesus in the upper room had rejected or doubted the truth of
the message He had imparted to them. They may not have comprehended all of it instantly (John
2.22; 20.9), but they recognized that Jesus’ message came from God and accepted Jesus Christ as a
messenger from God, the Son of God Himself. From the very beginning, the disciples believed Jesus
Christ was the Messiah, and their conviction of His Messiahship had grown progressively during the
period of time they were with Him. Now in this prayer Jesus, knowing they would be tested in their
faith, prayed they might be preserved against that persecution. One might think it would be easy to
believe in Jesus if it were possible to live with Him for three years and observe His miracles and
listen to His teachings. However, we are just as blessed as those apostles in that we have that
message recorded in the Scripture. When studied it can result in bringing faith into our lives that will
lead us to life eternal. Those apostles were able to test the message against the person who presented
it, and they discovered the reliability of both the message and the messenger” [Edward J. Myers,
et.al., editors, Companion: Gospel Advocate Annual Lesson Commentary, 1987-1988, pp., 284-285].
63. THE WORLD HATH HATED THEM... (John 17.14). “It has been pointed out before that Jesus and the world
are diametrically opposed to each other, and he himself, earlier in his ministry, explained why the
world hated him. In speaking to his brethren who did not believe in him, he said, ‘The world cannot
hate you; but me it hateth, because I testify of it, that its works are evil’ (John 7.7; cf., 3.17-21). Ever
since sin entered into the world, God’s people have had to separate themselves from the world. This
is true because, as John says, ‘the whole world lieth in the evil one’ (1 John 5.19)” [Leslie G.
Thomas, Teacher’s Annual Lesson Commentary, 1961, p. 51].
64. AS THOU HAST SENT ME INTO THE WORLD... (John 17.18). “Application of Jesus’ mission to that of the
disciples (17.18). ‘As thou didst send me into the world, even so sent I them into the world.’ Jesus
had been ‘sanctified’ (set apart to a holy service) in being sent from heaven to earth (cf., John 5.24).
In the same way, Jesus would send the disciples into the world. He would qualify them for that task
by sending the Holy Spirit, who would guide them into all the truth and bring to their remembrance
all that he had taught them (John 14.26; 16.13; Luke 24.45-49; Acts 1.1-8). Thus, the disciples
would be sanctified by the truth. Men living today are not sanctified by some miraculous act of grace
but by the hearing, believing, and obeying the truth” [Thomas B. Warren, Teacher’s Annual Lesson
Commentary, 1973, p. 303].
65. THAT THEY ALL MAY BE ONE… (John 17.21). “The special thing for which Jesus prayed was that all who
believed on him through the word of the apostle might be one, ‘that the world may believe that thou
didst send me.’ The divided condition of those who profess to believe in Jesus as the Christ is
confusing to many people. In this prayer Jesus sets forth the perfect unity that exists between him
and the Father. ‘The Father in him and he in the Father, all that is the Father’s is his, and his is the
Father’s. They have no separate will, kingdom, or interest. Such a union is demanded among the
disciples of Christ’—Johnson. The glory of being the Son of God was Christ’s and by enabling us to
become sons of God he has conferred on us that glory. Nothing can come to man that is more
glorious than to be made a son of God, and an heir of God. All who are in Christ, all who are at
peace with him, are perfected into one—into one body. It would be a glorious thing if all who
professed to be Christians were really one in Christ” [R.L. Whiteside, Teacher’s Annual Lesson
Commentary, 1944, p. 278]. Amen, and Amen!
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VI.

Questions.
True or False
01.

_____ Jesus said He had finished before He said: IT IS FINISHED.

02.

_____ Jesus wanted His disciples to be ONE.

03.

_____ God sent and Jesus sent.

04.

_____ Jesus never claimed to have given the apostles words.

05.

_____ Jesus lost none of His disciples.
I Found it in Verse(s)

06.

_____ Jesus had glory before the world was.

07.

_____ Some would believe on Jesus through the apostle’s word.

08.

_____ Jesus was loved by the Father before the foundation of the world.

09.

_____ God’s word is truth.

10.

_____ Jesus prays for the apostles.
Short Answer

11.

What Jesus requested of the Father concerning His apostles
____________________________________________________________________________

12.

That which Jesus wanted the apostles to have fulfilled in them...
____________________________________________________________________________

13.

Jesus lifted up His eyes to ____________.

14.

Jesus was so certain of His ascension that He could pray: AND NOW I AM ________
____________ IN THE ___________.

15.

AND I HAVE ______________ UNTO THEM THY __________, AND WILL _____________ IT.
Each Question is worth 7 Points
My Score is: ________
Answers will be found on next week’s handout

ANSWERS to John 16 Questions… 01—True (2); 02—True (22); 03—False (13); 04—False (32);
05—True (25); 06—28; 07—15; 08—6; 09—22; 10—14; 11—little, while (16); 12—offended (1);
13—loved, believed (27); 14—plainly (29); 15—You cannot bear them now (12).
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VII.

Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can find
them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the
good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

ALSO
EVEN
GIVEN
KEPT
LOVE
SHOULDEST

BELIEVE
EYES
GLORIFY
KNOW
NAME
SPAKE

COME
FATHER
GLORY
KNOWN
PRAY
THINGS

DECLARE
FULFILLED
JESUS
LIFE
SANCTIFY
TRUTH

ETERNAL
GAVEST
KEEP
LIFTED
SENT
WORD
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle.

John 17 (KJV)
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

11

10

12

13

ACROSS
01) Thou hast given him ____ over all
flesh.
05) Judas is referred to as the son of
____.
06) “That they might have my ____.”
07) “Sanctify them through thy ____, thy
word is ____.”
08) God loved Jesus before the ____ of
the world.
11) The world ____ the apostles.
13) ____ was fulfilled by losing the son
of perdition.

DOWN
02) “I have finished the ____ which
thou gavest me to do.”
03) Jesus addressed God as: “O ____
Father.”
04) That they may be ____ even as we
are ____.
05) This verb is found four times.
09) Jesus could say He had glorified
God here.
10) “Neither pray I for these ____.”
12) Jesus lifted these up to heaven.
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IX.

Links.

for John Chapter
SEVENTEEN…

These links are to the writings of men and not to inspired Scripture, thus care and caution in weighing the conclusions is always wise.
Some are not really links, but listing of material commonly available in books and publications.

•

J.W. McGarvey’s Fourfold Gospel on John 17…
http://www.studylight.org/com/tfg/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=17

•

Burton Coffman’s Commentary on John 17…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bcc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=17

•

Albert Barnes, Barnes Notes on the Whole Bible, on John 17…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bnb/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=17

•

Joseph Benson’s Commentary on the Old and New Testaments, on John 17…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rbc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=17

•

Robertson’s Word Pictures in the New Testament, on John 17…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rwp/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=17

•

Vincent’s Word Studies on John 17…
http://www.studylight.org/com/vnt/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=17

•

Schaff’s Popular Commentary on the New Testament, on John 17
http://www.studylight.org/com/scn/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=17

•

Collection of notes published by Bradley S. Cobb (from notes in his classes at the Bible Institute of
Missouri) available, as an e-Sword module, for $5.00 online at: http://bit.ly/1l6wncN
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A Study of John 18
I.

Outline. From Headings in NJKV
1.
The Arrest of Jesus (John 18.1-11; Matthew 26.47-56; Mark 14.53-52; Luke 22.47-53).
2.
First Jewish Trial before Annas (12-23; Matthew 26.69-70; Mark 14.66-68; Luke 22.55-57).
3.
Second Jewish Trial before Caiaphas (24-27; Matthew 26.57-68, 73-75; Mark 14.53-65, 70-72;
Luke 22.59-65).
4.
First Roman Trial before Pilate (28-38; Matthew 27.2, 11-14; Mark 15.1-5; Luke 23.1-5).
5.
Second Roman Trial before Pilate (39—19.16; Matthew 27.15-31; Mark 15.6-20; Luke 23.1325).

II.

Summary.
Contents: Jesus’ betrayal and arrest. Peter’s denial. Jesus condemned and Barabbas released.
Characters: Jesus, Judas, priests, officers, Pharisees, Peter, Malchus, Annas, Caiaphas, Pilate,
Barabbas, a damsel.
Conclusion: Our Lord Jesus, having put on the armor of prayer, went forth to face the great conflict
with Satanic hatred and the sin of the world. Betrayed, misunderstood and denied by those of His own
familiar friends, He, the perfect One, was handed over into wicked hands, to face alone the
condemnation of a guilty world, that those who should believe upon Him might not be condemned.
Key Word: Betrayal and arrest, John 18:2-3.
Strong Verses: John 18:11, 37.
Striking Facts: John 18:1. In Eden’s garden, the first Adam sinned. In Gethsemane’s garden, the second
Adam suffered and prayed. In Eden all was delightful and bright—here all was painful and dark. In
Eden there was disobedience and the first Adam hid. Here there was perfect obedience, and the second
Adam presented Himself as the spotless Lamb of God, ready for sacrifice [Keith L. Brooks, Summarized
Bible, an e-Sword module].

III.

Chronology.
BIBLE PERIOD: The Period of the Christ.
If you are not familiar with the 15 Bible Periods, please click here: http://bit.ly/Rvd8gW

IV.

Words/Phrases to Study
• 18:1… THE BROOK CEDRON –“The Greek words mean exactly ‘the winter torrent Kedron,’ and occur
again in the LXX. of 2 Samuel 15:23, and 1 Kings 2.37. The name is formed from a Hebrew word
which means ‘black.’ The torrent was the ‘Niger’ of Judaea, and was so called from the colour of its
turbid waters, or from the darkness of the chasm through which they flowed. The name seems to
have been properly applied not so much to the torrent itself as to the ravine through which it flowed,
on the east of Jerusalem, between the city and the Mount of Olives. Its sides are for the most part
precipitous, but here and there paths cross it, and at the bottom are cultivated strips of land. Its depth
varies, but in some places it is not less than 100 feet” [H.W. Watkins, A Bible Commentary for
English Readers, Edited by Charles Ellicott, an e-Sword module]. ||||| “Greek ‘the wadi of the
Kidron,’ or ‘the ravine of the Kidron’ (a wadi is a stream that flows only during the rainy season and
is dry during the dry season)” [Biblical Studies Press. (2006). The NET Bible First Edition Notes (Jn
18:1). Biblical Studies Press].
• 18.3... WITH LANTERNS AND TORCHES AND WEAPONS—“The surrender was voluntary. Between the
dismissal of Judas from the upper room and the actual arrest in the garden, at least two hours must
have elapsed. In that time Jesus could have left Jerusalem and have been well on His way across the
river to Perea, or to some hiding place where the Jewish leaders could not have found Him. Judas’
betrayal would have recoiled on himself, since he would have failed to produce Jesus, and
undoubtedly the priests would have wreaked the vengeance of their disappointment on him. At one
stroke Jesus could have saved Himself and could have disposed of the traitor. Why should He have
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gone deliberately to the place where Judas would surely look for Him, and wait until the traitor came
to capture Him?” [Tenney, M. C. (1976). John: The Gospel of Belief. The New International
Commentary on the Old and New Testament (254–255). Grand Rapids, MI; Cambridge, U.K.: Wm.
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.].
18.6... THEY WENT BACKWARD, AND FELL TO THE GROUND—“The cause of their retiring in this manner is
not mentioned. Various things might have produced it. The frank, open, and fearless manner in
which Jesus addressed them may have convinced them of his innocence, and deterred them from
prosecuting their wicked attempt. His disclosure of himself was sudden and unexpected; and while
they perhaps anticipated that he would make an effort to escape, they were amazed at his open and
bold profession. Their consciences reproved them for their crimes, and probably the firm, decided,
and yet mild manner in which Jesus addressed them, the expression of his unequalled power in
knowing how to find the way to the consciences of men, made them feel that they were in the
presence of more than mortal man. There is no proof that there was here any miraculous power, any
mere physical force, and to suppose that there was greatly detracts from the moral sublimity of the
scene” [H.W. Watkins].
18.10... THE SERVANT’S NAME WAS MALCHUS—“John alone gives us the names of the swordsman and of
the servant. Luke tells us that Jesus then healed the man, but this is surely what we would have
expected. (In those slightly less sophisticated days the loss of an ear would not have been looked on
as too serious. Only Luke, as a doctor, thought the healing important). It is typical of Peter that he
should be one of the two who had a sword (Luke 22:38), and it was a sign of their bravery that with
so few weapons they were ready to fight (Luke 22:49). It may be that having seen what He had done
before, they felt that this might be the moment when He would reveal Himself as the fighting
Messiah. Or perhaps it was simply the spontaneous action of a gallant man” [Commentary Series on
the Bible by Peter Pett, an e-Sword module]. ||||| DRL Note: I have heard this incident used to
explain the value of having four accounts of the life of Christ. Each writer providing an interesting
part of the scene.
18.11... THE CUP—“This is the only instance of the occurrence of this familiar imagery in St. John. St.
Peter’s act is one of opposition to what Jesus Himself knew to be the will of the Father. There is in
the words a tender trustfulness which robs the cup of all its bitterness—‘The cup which My Father
hath given Me.’ They are, as it were, an echo of the prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane, which is
not recorded by St. John. It is the Father to whom He has prayed, and solemnly committed the
disciples (John 17); the Father whose presence never leaves Him (John 16:32); the Father into whose
hands He is about from the cross to commend His Spirit (Luke 23:46)” [H.W. Watkins]. |||||
“There is no possibility of advancing Christ's kingdom in such worldly ways, by force, by depending
on the rich, or on state patronage. And there is no need of such aid, either for Christ or his kingdom.
God only can save them from worldly trouble if that were the best; for ‘thinkest thou I cannot now
pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me twelve legions of angels?’ The same thought is
expressed here: ‘The cup which my Father hath given shall I not drink it?’ He was, by the will of the
Father surrendering himself, for the time, to the power of his enemies. They could have no power
over him without his consent” [B.W. Johnson, Collected Commentaries, an e-Sword module].
18.13... LED HIM AWAY TO ANNAS FIRST; FOR HE WAS FATHER IN LAW TO CAIAPHAS, WHICH WAS THE HIGH
PRIEST—“Upon being bound, Jesus was taken to Annas first. Annas, as our text mentions, was fatherin-law to Caiaphas who was the actual High Priest at the time. Annas had been the High Priest
before, and John will even refer to him as such in John 18:19. Some find difficulty with the fact that
two High Priests are mentioned here. An understanding of the way the Romans operated and also of
the Jewish mindset helps us to understand these matters. The Romans did not hesitate either to
appoint or to depose the Jewish High Priest as they deemed it politically expedient. The Jew, on the
other hand, realized that the law stated that the High Priest would hold the position for life. Thus,
even though a man may have been removed by the Romans, he would still wield influence and
require respect from his own countrymen. Laney writes: "According to the Mosaic law, the High
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Priest was the most important member of the believing community because he was the only one
authorized by God to offer sacrifices for the sins of the community on the Day of Atonement (Exo.
30:10; Lev 16). This office was held by a descendant of Aaron and was passed on from father to son
(cf. Exo. 28:1; Num. 18:1; 20:25-28). During King Herod's rule, however, the traditional pattern
was often ignored as Herod arbitrarily dismissed and replaced the High Priest (Josephus Antiquities
15.51). From then on, and continuing during Roman rule, the office ceased to be lifelong and
hereditary. The office of High Priest became wholly dependent on political authority. But because
the office of High Priest was lifelong, the High Priest retained a good measure of power and
prestige among the Jewish population even after removal from office. This provides some
background for the situation reflected in John 18:13 where two men are regarded as having the
authority of the High Priest. Annas was appointed as High Priest in A.D. 6 by Quirinius, governor of
Syria, and was deposed nine years later by Valerius Gratus, prefect of Judea (Josephus Antiquities
18.26, 34, 95). Annas was succeeded by Ishmael ben Phiabia I (about A.D. 15-16) and then by
Annas' son Eleazar (about A.D. 16-17). Following the term of Simon, son of Kamithos (A.D. 17-18),
Joseph Caiaphas, who had married the daughter of Annas, was appointed to the office in A.D. 18 by
Valerius Gratus. Caiaphas held the office until A.D. 36, when both Pilate and Caiaphas were
removed from their respective offices by Lucius Vitellius, governor of Syria (Josephus Antiquities
18.89, 95).’” [Don Walker, in Studies in John, Annual Denton Lectures, 1999, pp., 167-168].
18.18... AND PETER STOOD WITH THEM, AND WARMED HIMSELF—“Peter not only denied Jesus, but He also
stood with Jesus' enemies as they warmed themselves in the courtyard of the high priest's large
residence. The detail that the fire was a charcoal (Gr. anthrakia) one will feature later in John's
narrative (21:9). Such a fire would not have generated much light or heat, so those who wanted to
stay warm had to stand close together” [Thomas L. Constable, The Expository Notes of Dr.
Constable, an e-Sword module].
18.20... IN SECRET HAVE I SAID NOTHING—“Jesus affirmed that He had always taught openly. He had
not promoted sedition secretly. He had no secret teaching to hide. Obviously He was not denying
that He had taught His disciples privately. He was assuring Annas that His teachings were not
subversive. He did not have two types of teaching, a harmless one for the multitudes and a
revolutionary one for his disciples. [Note: Morris, p. 670.] He invited Annas to question His hearers,
not just His disciples, to determine if He had indeed taught anything for which someone might
accuse Him of being disloyal. The testimony of witnesses was an indispensable part of any serious
trial in Judaism” [Constable]. ||||| “The insinuation of Annas that there was difficulty in
determining what his doctrine was, had as its aim a reflection on the integrity of him who advanced
it; and the Lord immediately and effectively counteracted it” [Guy N. Woods, A Commentary on the
Gospel According to John, p. 379].
18.22... STRUCK JESUS WITH THE PALM OF HIS HAND—“This may mean: ‘Gave him a blow either with the
open hand or with a rod’ - the Greek does not determine which. In whatever way it was done, it was
a violation of all law and justice. Jesus had showed no disrespect for the office of the high priest, and
if he had, this was not the proper way to punish it” [Barnes’ Notes].
18.28... LEST THEY SHOULD BE DEFILED—“The judgment hall, or Prætorium, literally, was the name
given to the headquarters of the Roman military governor, wherever he happened to be. These
Jewish leaders, filled with the hate of Christ, and ready to secure his judicial murder by the foulest
means, were yet so scrupulous that they would not enter the house of a Gentile lest ‘they should be
defiled’ (see Deuteronomy 16:4), so that they would not be able to eat the Passover. The Pharisees
held that contact with a Gentile, or to enter his house was a source of defilement. Hence, this
deputation of the Sanhedrim waited without and Pilate "went out unto them" to ascertain their
business. Men can be very religious and yet great sinners” [B.W. Johnson].
18.36... MY KINGDOM IS NOT OF THIS WORLD—“To Pilate’s earlier query, ‘Art thou the King of the
Jews,’ the Lord answered by declaring that he did indeed have kingly claims but the kingdom he
envisioned was not of this world and was therefore, in no sense, a threat to the Roman empire of
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V.

which Pilate was a part; and, there was no occasion for fear of violence against the Jews who were
his enemies since its adherents would not with carnal weapons fight in its defense. There was then
no occasion for concern on the part of the Roman governor that his plans might lead to unrest and
conflict in Judaea. It was sufficient to make clear to him that his kingdom was not a secular, political
one, maintained and perpetuated by the sword; its goals were vastly different from those of Rome,
not being of this world; and so there was nothing about it to pose a threat to Rome’s political power.
More than this the Lord did not say; the nature and purpose of the kingdom were matters about
which Pilate would have felt no interest whatsoever” [Guy N. Woods, p., 387].
18.38... PILATE SAITH UNTO HIM, WHAT IS TRUTH?—“Obviously Pilate was not one who truly sought the
truth. He turned away from Jesus' offer to reveal it with a cynical comment that implied that the truth
was unknowable. Undoubtedly Pilate's experience as a Roman official to whom others constantly
lied and his personal desire to use the truth to accomplish his own ends accounted for his cynicism.
The very idea that someone would aim his whole life at revealing truth was both foolish and
improbable from his perspective. Other views of Pilate's statement interpret it as despairing,
impatient, or sincere. However the context seems to imply that it was facetious and scornful. Pilate
turned away from the One who claimed to reveal the truth without waiting for an answer ”
[Constable].
18.40... NOT THIS MAN, BUT BARABBAS—“He had not named Barabbas, but they, in their anxiety to
reject Christ, at once name him. The people were stimulated to this choice by the bitter hatred of the
priests. It is remarkable that this man Barabbas was confessedly guilty of the very crime with which
the priests and rulers had falsely charged Jesus--that of sedition; and no plainer proof of their
hypocrisy could be given to the watchful Pilate than their efforts to release the former and condemn
the latte” [B.W. Johnson].

Lessons & Applications.
WILL YE THEREFORE THAT I RELEASE UNTO YOU THE KING OF THE JEWS… (John 18.40).
1. The practical, vital question for every mortal, is that which confronted Pilate, What shall I do with
Christ? To every one comes Pilate's hour, when he must make his decision.
2. The Jews carried Jesus to Pilate because it was not lawful for them to put any man to death." That
proved that the "scepter (power) had departed from Judah." But that was the proof that Shiloh had
come. See Gen_49:10.
3. Are you members of that kingdom which is not of this world? Then you cannot be filled with the
spirit of this world. "Be not conformed to this world." "The friendship of the world is enmity to
God."
4. Are you of the truth? The test is hearing the voice of Christ. "Every one that is of the truth hears" his
voice. Those who can behold his sinless life, his matchless love, and hear his words such as man
never spake, and then turn away from him, demonstrate that they do not love the truth. He is the
truth itself.
5. What shall I do with Jesus? (1) Every person must do something with Jesus. He must accept or reject
him. (2) Some try to escape this decision: (a) by refusing to decide, but that is deciding against him;
(b) by substitution of other virtues in the place of believing in Christ; (c) by laying the blame on
others, on circumstances, on temptations; (d) but it is all in vain. (3) To reject Christ is to reject the
sum and soul of all goodness. (4) Rejecting Christ is the great sin of the world. (5) The time will
come when those who reject Christ will have to ask," What can I do without Christ?"--P.
6. Jesus long since was nailed to the cross and hanged up against the Judean sky, but the old question,
"What shall I do with Jesus?" is still the question of the hour. Barabbas, the robber, who was
preferred to Jesus, sleeps in an unknown grave, but there are thieves and highwaymen still. There are
moral Barabbases who would rob us of the religion that made this country great and free--that dotted
it with school-houses, as the heavens are with stars--that comforts us in affliction and cheers us when
our feet touch the dark waters. There are appetites and lusts to rob our hearts of peace, our homes of
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joy and our souls of the crown of life. Behold! Jesus knocks at my heart's door! Shall I receive and
honor him? Shall I, with the multitude say, "Away with him! Release Barabbas?" It is the old
question, "What shall I do with Jesus?" Like Banquo's ghost it will not down at my bidding. I cannot
evade it. I must be for him or against him. It is the old question still, "Jesus or Barabbas?"--J. B.
Johnson.” [B.W. Johnson, Collected Commentaries].
VI.

Questions.
True or False
01.

_____ Clearly it was a miracle that caused the band of men with Judas to go backward.

02.

_____ Pilate wanted the Jews to take Jesus and judge Him according to their law.

03.

_____ Peter was known unto the High Priest.

04.

_____ The release of Barabbas came according to Jewish tradition.

05.

_____ Jesus taught many things in secret.
I Found it in Verse(s)

06.

_____ The first time Peter denied Jesus.

07.

_____ Name of the High Priest during the events of this chapter.

08.

_____ Pilate asks: WHAT IS TRUTH?

09.

_____ Tells where Judas stood.

10.

_____ Peter’s second denial of Christ.
Short Answer

11.

ANNAS HAD SENT HIM ___________ UNTO ______________, THE HIGH PRIEST.

12.

Pilate asked Jesus this question: AM I A _________?

13.

The reason Judas knew the place where Jesus would be:
____________________________________________________________________________

14.

This happened after Peter denied Jesus the third time:
____________________________________________________________________________

15.

Something Jesus was determined to “drink”:
____________________________________________________________________________
Each Question is worth 7 Points
My Score is: ________
Answers will be found on next week’s handout

ANSWERS to John 17 Questions… 01—True (4); 02—True (21-22); 03—True (18); 04—False (8);
05—False (12); 06—5; 07—20; 08—24; 09—17; 10—9; 11—That He would keep them from the evil
(15); 12—His joy (13); 13—Heaven (1); 14—No, longer, world (11); 15—declared, name, declare (26).
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VII.

Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can find
them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the
good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

AGAIN
HIGH
KNOW
PRIEST
SERVANT
THEREFORE

ALSO
JESUS
OFFICERS
RESORT
SPAKE
THING

ANSWERED
JUDAS
OTHER
SAID
SPOKEN
WENT

CAIAPHAS
JUDGE
PETER
SAITH
STOOD
WHEN

DISCIPLE
KING
PILATE
SAYING
THEN
WORLD
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle.

John 18 (KJV)
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

13

ACROSS
01) His right ear was cut off.
05) Peter stood at the ____ without.
06) Pilate asked: “What ____ bring ye
against this man?”
08) One of the places Jesus often taught.
09) Father-in-law of Caiaphas.
11) Judas led men carrying lanterns,
torches, and ____.
13) The Jews answered Pilate, calling
Jesus a ____.

12

14

DOWN
02) One of the officers ____ Jesus.
03) As for His teaching, Jesus said
nothing in ____.
04) He was High Priest.
07) Peter denied the Lord the 3rd time
and ____ the cock crew.
10) Pilate said Jesus’ own ____ had
delivered Him to him.
12) Jesus said: “I spake openly to the
____.”
14) Jesus was willing to drink the ____
the Father had given Him.
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IX.

Links.

for John Chapter
EIGHTEEN…

These links are to the writings of men and not to inspired Scripture, thus care and caution in weighing the conclusions is always wise.
Some are not really links, but listing of material commonly available in books and publications.

•

J.W. McGarvey’s Fourfold Gospel on John 18…
http://www.studylight.org/com/tfg/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=18

•

Burton Coffman’s Commentary on John 18…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bcc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=18

•

Albert Barnes, Barnes Notes on the Whole Bible, on John 18…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bnb/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=18

•

Joseph Benson’s Commentary on the Old and New Testaments, on John 18…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rbc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=18

•

Robertson’s Word Pictures in the New Testament, on John 18…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rwp/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=18

•

Vincent’s Word Studies on John 18…
http://www.studylight.org/com/vnt/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=18

•

Schaff’s Popular Commentary on the New Testament, on John 18
http://www.studylight.org/com/scn/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=18

•

Collection of notes published by Bradley S. Cobb (from notes in his classes at the Bible Institute of
Missouri) available, as an e-Sword module, for $5.00 online at: http://bit.ly/1l6wncN

btcJohn............................ Created by: David Lemmons ……. http://maplehillchurchofchrist.blog

A Study of John ………………..……………………………………………………………………………….Page 140 of 155

A Study of John 19
I.

Outline. From Headings in NJKV
1.
Second Trial before Pilate (John 18.39—19.16; Matthew 27.15-31; Mark 15.6-20; Luke 23.1325).
2.
The Crucifixion of Christ (19.17-37; Matthew 27.32-38, 48, 50; Mark 15.21-26, 36-37; Luke
23.26-33, 38, 46).
3.
The Burial of Christ (19.38-42; Matthew 27.57-60; Mark 15.42-46; Luke 23.50-54).

II.

Summary.
Contents: Pilate brings Jesus before the multitude. The rejection of the Savior and the crucifixion. His
entombment.
Characters: Jesus, Pilate, soldiers, Jesus’ mother, His aunt, wife of Cleophas, Mary Magdalene, Joseph,
Nicodemus.
Conclusion: Only Scripture itself can conclude this scene. Isa. 53 (whole chapter).
Key Word: Crucifixion, v. 18.
Strong Verses: 4 (b), 17, 18, 30.
Striking Facts: The death of Jesus fulfilled every sacrificial ceremony of the Old Testament. He was
the “passover lamb.” As the blood of the Old Testament sacrifice was sprinkled seven times
(Num. 19:1–10), so there was a seven-fold sprinkling of the blood of Jesus in His crucifixion. 1.
Scourged—19:1. 2. Thorns—19:2; 3–4. Each hand pierced. 5–6. Each foot pierced. 7. The spear
thrust—v. 34 [Brooks, K. (2009). Summarized Bible: Complete Summary of the New Testament
(34). Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software].

III.

Chronology.
BIBLE PERIOD: The Period of the Christ.
If you are not familiar with the 15 Bible Periods, please click here: http://bit.ly/Rvd8gW

IV.

Words/Phrases to Study
• 19:1… SCOURGED HIM –“Scourging was the legal preliminary to crucifixion, but, in this case, was
inflicted illegally before the sentence of crucifixion was pronounced, with a view of averting the
extreme punishment, and of satisfying the Jews. (Luke 23:22). The punishment was horrible, the
victim being bound to a low pillar or stake, and beaten, either with rods, or, in the case of slaves and
provincials, with scourges, called scorpions, leather thongs tipped with leaden balls or sharp spikes.
The severity of the infliction in Jesus' case is evident from His inability to bear His cross” [Vincent’s
Word Studies].
• 19.2... A CROWN OF THORNS ... PURPLE ROBE—“With fiendish cruelty the soldiers pressed down this
crown upon his head, causing rivulets of blood to run down his face, neck, and body (still aching
sorely from the scourging). They wanted to torture him. They also wanted to mock him. The crown
of thorns satisfied both ambitions. They aggravated the bitter insult and the ignominious suffering by
another bit of contemptuous mimicry: they threw around Jesus what was probably a discarded and
faded soldier's mantle, of a hue resembling the royal purple. In his hand they placed a reed, as a
mock-scepter (this last item is not recorded by John, but see Matthew 27:29). Then they kept
marching up to him, probably filing past him, in order to give him their mock-salute: ‘Hail, king of
the Jews.’ As they did so, they kept on giving him blows” [William Hendriksen, Baker’s New
Testament Commentary, e-Sword]. ||||| “Despite the fact that these soldiers had no reason
whatsoever to heap such scorn on Jesus, they evidently took great delight in doing so. These were
men hardened by having witnessed numerous executions, so the pain of such torture no longer made
any impact whatsoever on them. As far as they were concerned, Jesus was merely another religious
fanatic with whom they were free to amuse themselves as cruelly as they pleased” [MacArthur, John
(2004-04-01). The Murder of Jesus (Kindle Locations 2628-2630). Thomas Nelson. Kindle Edition].
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19.3... SMOTE HIM WITH THEIR HANDS—“...when they had thus arrayed their torn and bleeding victim,
the brutal soldiers began to mockingly salute him and to cry, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ Their whole
conduct was designed to render his claims of kingly power contemptible. In order to make the
humiliation greater they would approach him, as they saluted him as King, extending their hands as
if to offer him royal tribute, and then strike him a blow. Whenever I think of one that could have
called twelve legions of angels to his rescue, enduring these things, I am amazed beyond expression.
Mark adds that they spit on him. In that vast hall were hundreds of ferocious soldiers and they would
vie with each other in efforts to insult the prisoner whom they, in their ignorance, supposed to be a
rebel seeking royal power” [B.W. Johnson Collected Commentaries, e-Sword].
19.6... I FIND NO FAULT IN HIM—“By then a crowd seems to have been forming at the Praetorium. The
sight of the whole Sanhedrin marching Jesus through the streets, then standing outside Pilate’s house
while Pilate examined Him, could hardly have escaped the notice of Jerusalem’s citizenry. Word
was already getting around the city, and people were coming to find out what the fuss was all about.
The Sanhedrin was perfectly positioned to begin poisoning the well of public opinion by spreading
rumors and accusations against Jesus as the crowd began to form. Because of the people’s natural
distrust of Roman authority, Pilate’s unwillingness to do the Sanhedrin’s bidding may have actually
intensified the sentiment against Jesus. Furthermore, according to Luke, when Pilate declared Jesus
innocent, the members of the Sanhedrin ‘were the more fierce’ in their accusations against Him
(Luke 23.5)” [MacArthur, 2340-2346].
19.8... WHEN PILATE THEREFORE HEARD THAT SAYING, HE WAS THE MORE AFRAID—“He before feared to shed
innocent blood, and now he became more afraid than ever to take his life; suspecting, probably, that
the account which he heard of him might be true, and that he might be a divine person. For doubtless
he had heard of some of the many miracles which Jesus had performed, and now, it seems, began to
think that perhaps what had been currently reported was true, and that he really had performed the
wonderful works ascribed to him. For it is very well known, that the religion which the governor
professed directed him to acknowledge the existence of demi-gods and heroes, or men descended
from the gods. Nay, the heathen believed that their gods themselves sometimes appeared on earth, in
the form of men, Acts 14:11-12” [Joseph Benson, Commentary of the Old and New Testaments, eSword]. ||||| “The calmness and majesty of the prisoner had profoundly moved the stern Roman.
Man had never endured with such patience and kingly dignity. Now when he heard the statement
that he had said that he was the Son of God, he thought at once of all those stories in his heathen
mythology, of the gods taking human form. What if this marvelous prisoner was the son of one the
gods? He was alarmed. He retired into the judgment hall with Jesus for a fresh examination” [B.W.
Johnson].
19.11... HATH THE GREATER SIN—“Jesus acknowledged Pilate’s earthly authority, although pointing out
that it was a deputed authority. The words could mean that Pilate had the authority ‘from above’,
that is from the Emperor, and that that was what gave him the power to do what he said. Possibly
that is how Pilate took it. But the greater meaning is clear to the reader. It was that he had authority
because the Lord of the Universe was allowing it. It was because of that that he had been put in this
position. He had not chosen to be there. He was but a pawn, even though a responsible pawn. So,
although he might not decide as he should, it would not be with a deliberate vindictiveness like that
of his accusers. Thus his sin was less. It was, however, still sin for he had free choice and little
excuse” [Peter Pett, Commentary Series on the Bible, e-Sword].
19.13... THE PAVEMENT—“lithostrotos (G3038), an adjective, denoting ‘paved with stones’ (lithos, ‘a
stone,’ and stronnuo, ‘to spread’), especially of tessellated work, is used as a noun in John 19:13, of
a place near the Praetorium in Jerusalem, called Gabbatha, a Greek transliteration of an Aramaic
word. In the Septuagint, 2 Chronicles 7:3; Estther 1:6; Song 3:10” [Vine’s Complete Expository
Dictionary of New Testament Words].
19.15... WE HAVE NO KING BUT CAESAR—“They used to say, ‘We have no king but God.’ In reality they
resented Caesar's rule (Matthew 22:17). No people were more zealous for their liberty than these
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Jews nor more impatient under foreign rule; yet their hatred for Jesus Christ and his gospel of grace
and redemption was so intense that they were willing to bow to Tiberias rather than have Christ
reign over them (Luke 19:14). This is the issue in salvation – who is your Lord and King? (Romans
10:9-10.) Christ is not your Saviour if he is not the Lord of your life! (Matthew 6:24). Having
rejected their Messiah and having bowed to the god of this world, they led Jesus away to be
crucified” [Henry Mahan, The Works of Henry Mahan, e-Sword].
19.16... TO BE CRUCIFIED—If you have time to read a lengthy, but extremely helpful article, I
recommend this online article from Apologetics Press—“An Examination of the Medical Evidence
for the Physical Death of Christ” at: http://bit.ly/1g9GMDb
19.17... GOLGOTHA—“The name Golgotha, which is a transliteration of an Aramaic word meaning
‘skull’, was the name of the hill just outside Jerusalem where Jesus was crucified (Matthew 27:33;
Luke 23:33; John 19:17). (The name Calvary is not in the original New Testament, but has been
taken from the Vulgate, a fourth century Latin translation. It comes from the Latin word for ‘skull’.)
There is no certainty about which of several possible sites is Golgotha or how the hill got its name.
But it was on a main road not far from one of Jerusalem’s city gates, and a garden containing a tomb
was nearby (Matthew 27:39; John 19:20, 41). ” [Don Fleming, Bridgeway Bible Dictionary]. |||||
“Three explanations of this name have been suggested: (1) Jerome (Com. in Ephesians 5:14)
mentions a tradition that Adam was buried at Golgotha, and that at the Crucifixion the drops of
Christ’s blood fell on his skull and restored him to life. The skull often seen in early pictures of the
Crucifixion refers to this. (2) It is supposed by some to have been the place of public execution,
where bodies were left unburied (Jerome, Com. in Matthew 27:33), but (a) it is most unlikely that
dead men’s bones would have been left lying about so near the city, when, according to the Mosaic
law, they made any one unclean who touched them; (b) there was no reason why the place should
have been named from the skulls rather than from any other parts of skeletons; (c) the expression is
κρανίου τόπος, not κρανίων τόπος, as we should expect it to be if this derivation were correct. (3)
The most probable view of the origin of the name is suggested by the form of the expression in St.
Luke, ‘the place which is called The skull.’ It was probably so called because of its skull-like
contour. The use of the article by the Evangelists seems to indicate that the place was well known,
but they never call it a mountain. The Bordeaux Pilgrim (a.d. 333) speaks of it as monticulus
Golgotha, and the expression ‘Mount Calvary’ appears to have come into use after the 5th century.
The site cannot be identified with certainty. All that we know from the Bible is that it was outside
the walls of the city (Hebrews 13:12, Matthew 27:31-32, John 19:16-17), that it was nigh to the city
(John 19:20), that it was in a conspicuous position (Mark 15:40, Luke 23:49), that it was close to
some thoroughfare leading from the country (Matthew 27:39, Mark 15:21, 29, Luke 23:28), and that
it was near a garden and a new tomb hewn out of the rock, belonging to Joseph, a rich man of
Arimathaea (John 19:41, Matthew 27:57, 60, Mark 15:43, 46, Luke 23:53). These particulars are not
sufficient to justify a positive decision in favour of any one of the proposed identifications of
Golgotha, but they seem to be decisive against the first of the four conjectures mentioned below, to
bear against the second slightly, but against the third more heavily, and to be most nearly satisfied by
the fourth” [James Hastings, Editor, A Dictionary of Christ and the Gospels].
19.23... HIS COAT: NOW THE COAT WAS WITHOUT SEAM, WOVEN FROM THE TOP THROUGHOUT—“More
exactly, the tunic, or under-garment. It reached from the neck to the feet, while the outer “garment”
was a square rug thrown round the body. Ordinarily the tunic consisted of two pieces connected at
the shoulder by clasps; but that worn by Jesus was made in one piece. This seems to have been the
rule with the priestly tunics. (Comp. the account of Aaron’s tunic in Jos. Ant. iii. 7, § 4.)” [H.W.
Watkins, A Bible Commentary for English Readers, Edited by Charles Ellicott, e-Sword].
19.25... STOOD BY THE CROSS OF JESUS HIS MOTHER, AND HIS MOTHER’S SISTER, MARY THE WIFE OF CLEOPHAS,
AND MARY MAGDALENE—“Better, Mary the (wife) of Clopas, as in margin. This Clopas is usually
identified with Alphæus. (Compare Matthew 10:3; 27:56,... The question arises, Are there three or
four women mentioned here?—i.e., Is ‘Mary the (wife) of Clopas’ sister of Mary the mother of our
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V.

Lord? or does St. John mean by ‘His mother’s sister’ an unnamed woman, who may not improbably
be his own mother, Salome, whom he nowhere mentions? The question cannot be answered with
certainty; but upon the whole, the balance of evidence inclines to the view that we have four persons
here mentioned in two pairs: ‘His mother and His mother’s sister; Mary the wife of Clopas, and
Mary Magdalene.’ As early as the second century, the Peshito Syriac version adopted this view, and
inserted ‘and’ after the word sister” [H.W. Watkins].
19.29... VESSEL FULL OF VINEGAR—“This was not the vinegar mixed with myrrh and gall which Jesus
refused to accept before the crucifixion (Mark 15.23; Matthew 27.34), but a mixture of sour wine
(vinegar) and water brought along by the soldiers to quench their own thirst. A branch of the hyssop
plant was used to dip the mixture in water and to extend it to Jesus. The stalks of hyssop were from
one and a half to three feet in length, and thus the approximate height of Jesus on the cross may by
this be determined. The liquid had a reviving effect and Jesus accepted it” [Guy N. Woods, p. 408].
19.30... IT IS FINISHED—“All the Gospels tell us that ‘Jesus cried again with a loud voice’. Only John
tells us what He said. “It is finished”, ‘tetelestai’, is the same verb as used in John 19:28. All was
now finished. God’s will had been done. As the final words in Psalms 22 tell us ‘He has done it’.
God’s work had been accomplished, and Jesus had successfully completed His mission. The means
of the world’s salvation had now been provided, and we can only bow in wonder. Interestingly we
know from papyri that tetelestai would be written across invoices to indicate ‘paid in full’. He had
given His life as a ransom for many (Mar_10:45)” [Peter Pett].
19.31... IT WAS THE PREPARATION—“Some urge that this refers to the preparation for the Sabbath day,
but John explains the meaning in which he uses the word ‘... preparation,’ in verse 14, where he says
distinctly ‘it was the preparation of the Passover.’ It is true that the next day was the Sabbath and
‘that Sabbath was an high day.’ It was more than an ordinary Sabbath. The annual Sabbath of the
Passover, ‘the first day of unleavened bread,’ which was set apart as a Sabbath by the law, coincided
with the weekly Sabbath, making that Sabbath of unusual solemnity. It was the Roman custom, as
well as that of other Gentile lands, to leave the body on the cross to putrefy and be devoured by
carrion eating birds and beasts, but this was forbidden by the Jewish law which, partly as a sanitary
measure and partly as a ceremonial obligation, required immediate burial (Deuteronomy 21:23).
Hence, in Judea, out of deference to Jewish prejudices the Romans yielded their custom. These Jews,
who had no scruples about sending an innocent man to death on trumped-up charges, and who
resorted to the most unscrupulous methods to defeat justice, were such sticklers for these
ceremonials that they would have considered it an awful profanation of sacred things if the body of
one whom they had murdered had remained on the cross over the Sabbath day!” [B.W. Johnson].

Lessons & Applications.
66. John 19.8-22... These practical applications are from: Companion, 2002-2003, p., 78.
1. While God does not approve of the way all governments operate, He did ordain that governments
exist for the betterment of mankind.
2. Placing our own self-interest above honesty and integrity can cause irreparable harm to ourselves
and to others.
3. To sell one’s soul to the devil is a horrible price to pay to satisfy our hatred.
4. Beware of joining hands with evil in order to accomplish honorable or dishonorable goals.
5. Jesus’ prayer for the forgiveness of sinners is still being answered when men receive His Word
and are baptized.
6. It was appropriate that no crimes were charged against Christ, but we must remember that He
bore our sins on the cross.
67. John 19.17-30… These three lessons are from Roy H. Lanier, Sr., in Teacher’s Annual Lesson
Commentary, 1957, pp., 210-211.
1. People are prone to become idolatrous, so it is good that no one knows positively where Jesus
was crucified. And it is good that neither the cross on which He died was preserved, or that the
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clothing fell into the hands of His friends. If these things had been preserved, people might have
worshiped them.
2. Though Jesus was thoughtful of His mother and provided for her welfare in His last hour, He did
not exalt her above other women or make her a goddess through whom His people may obtain
heavenly favors.
3. Jesus did not avoid suffering to the full the shame and pain of the cross. Neither should we avoid
suffering hardship and persecution which true discipleship brings upon us
VI.

Questions.
True or False
01.

_____ The mother of Jesus was at the cross.

02.

_____ The NICODEMUS of this chapter seems to be a different person from the one mentioned
in John 3.

03.

_____ This chapter contains only one of Jesus’ seven statements from the cross.

04.

_____ Pilate had no fear at all of Jesus.

05.

_____ WE HAVE NO KING BUT CAESAR was likely a hypocritical statement.
I Found it in Verse(s)

06.

_____ A crown of thorns was put together as a way of mocking Jesus as KING of the Jews.

07.

_____ Legs were broken.

08.

_____ Golgotha.

09.

_____ Pilate wrote something.

10.

_____ A garden is mentioned.
Short Answer

11.

There was a prophecy about something not being broken. What?
___________________________________________________________________________

12.

That which Pilate did not find in Jesus: ___________________________________________

13.

Weapon used to pierce Jesus’side: _______________________________________________

14.

THOU COULDEST HAVE NO ___________ AT _________ AGAINST ME, ___________ IT WERE GIVEN THEE
FROM ABOVE...

15.

The title above the cross that Pilate wrote was written in what three languages: (1)
____________; (2) ___________; and (3) ___________.
Each Question is worth 7 Points
My Score is: ________
Answers will be found on next week’s handout

ANSWERS to John 18 Questions… 01—False (16); 02—True (31); 03—False (15); 04—True (37-40); 05—
False (20); 06—25; 07—13; 08—38; 09—5; 10—17; 11—bound, Caiaphas (24); 12—Jew (35); 13—Jesus
ofttimes resorted there (2); 14—The rooster (cock) crowed/crew (27); 15—The cup His Father had given Him
(11).
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VII.

Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can find
them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the
good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

AGAIN
CAESAR
FORTH
KNOW
SAID
THEN

ANSWER
CAME
HAND
MOTHER
SAITH
THERE

AWAY
CROSS
JESUS
PART
SAYING
THEREFORE

BEHOLD
CRUCIFY
JEWS
PILATE
SCRIPTURE
TOOK

BODY
DISCIPLE
KING
PLACE
SOLDIER
WENT
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle.

John 19 (KJV)
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

ACROSS
05) It was NEW, wherein no man yet laid.
06) On Jesus’ head was platted a ____ of
thorns.
07) Soldiers smote Jesus with their ____.
08) Jesus’ coat was without it.
11) Soldiers cast lots for Jesus’ ____.
13) At the first he came to Jesus by
night.
14) At the cross was Mary, the wife of
____.

DOWN
01) The one who ____ Jesus has the
greater sin.
02) Jesus knew all things were now
____.
03) Jesus said: “____ behold thy son.”
04) Jews told Pilate: “Thou are not ____
friend.”
09) Pilate’s ____ was given him from
above.
10) Equals pavement.
12) Pilate said: “I ____ Him forth unto
you.
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IX.

Links.

for John Chapter
NINETEEN…

These links are to the writings of men and not to inspired Scripture, thus care and caution in weighing the conclusions is always wise.
Some are not really links, but listing of material commonly available in books and publications.

•

J.W. McGarvey’s Fourfold Gospel on John 191…
http://www.studylight.org/com/tfg/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=19

•

Burton Coffman’s Commentary on John 19…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bcc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=19

•

Albert Barnes, Barnes Notes on the Whole Bible, on John 19…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bnb/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=19

•

Joseph Benson’s Commentary on the Old and New Testaments, on John 19…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rbc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=19

•

Robertson’s Word Pictures in the New Testament, on John 19…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rwp/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=19

•

Vincent’s Word Studies on John 19…
http://www.studylight.org/com/vnt/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=19

•

Schaff’s Popular Commentary on the New Testament, on John 19
http://www.studylight.org/com/scn/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=19

•

Collection of notes published by Bradley S. Cobb (from notes in his classes at the Bible Institute of
Missouri) available, as an e-Sword module, for $5.00 online at: http://bit.ly/1l6wncN

btcJohn............................ Created by: David Lemmons ……. http://maplehillchurchofchrist.blog

A Study of John ………………..……………………………………………………………………………….Page 148 of 155

A Study of John 21
I.

Outline.
THE MANIFESTATION AT THE SEA OF TIBERIAS (John 21.1-23)
1.
Introduction (1).
2.
The miraculous catch of fish (2-14).
1)
The disciples’ decision to go fishing (2-3).
2)
Jesus’ instructions to the disciples (4-8).
3)
The disciples’ breakfast with Jesus (9-14).
3.
The conversation after breakfast (15-23).
1)
Jesus’ restoration of Peter (15-19).
2)
Jesus’ proving of Peter’s love (15-17).
3)
Jesus’ prediction of Peter’s death (18-19).
4)
Jesus’ purpose for John (20-23).
4.
The conclusion to the Gospel According to John (24-25).
--Dale Leschert, The Flow of the New Testament.

II.

Summary.
Contents: The risen Christ surprises the disciples and directs their fishing. Peter given opportunity to
reaffirm His allegiance to Christ.
Characters: Jesus, disciples, Peter, Thomas, John.
Conclusion: In those disappointments which to us are very grievous, our Master often has designs that
are very gracious. They are happy and successful in their work who know how to take hints from
Him, for nothing can be lost but much gained by following His orders.
Before Christ can commit His sheep to our care, He would have us examine the love of our hearts
toward Him. If we would try whether we are true disciples of His, let us ask ourselves the
question, “Do we really love Jesus?”
Key Word: Service (v. 6) and love (v. 15).
Strong Verses: 15, 16, 17.
Striking Facts: v. 25. The truth about Jesus Christ could never be exhausted. Jesus never spoke an idle
word nor did an idle thing. He wrought probably thousands of miracles of which we have no
record. All that is needful for our salvation is written. The ages of eternity will reveal the
wonders of the life of the Son of God [Brooks, K. (2009). Summarized Bible: Complete
Summary of the New Testament (34). Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software].

III.

Chronology.
BIBLE PERIOD: The Period of the Christ.
If you are not familiar with the 15 Bible Periods, please click here: http://bit.ly/Rvd8gW

IV.

Words/Phrases to Study
• 21:1… THE SEA OF TIBERIAS–“As in John 6:1 instead of the usual ‘Sea of Galilee.’ Tiberias, the capital
city of Galilee, gave this epithet to the Sea of Galilee” [Robertson’s Word Pictures in the New
Testament]. ||||| “John’s use of the name ‘sea of Tiberias’ is another indication that he intended
his gospel account to be read by readers all over the Roman world. ‘Tiberias’ is the Roman name for
the sea of Galilee” [Paul T. Butler, Bible Study Textbook Series, an e-Sword Module].
• 21.2... THOMAS CALLED DIDYMUS—“Didúmou, masc. proper noun. Didymus, meaning twain, twin
(Septuagint: Gen_25:24), double. Given as a surname of the Apostle Thomas, the twin (John 11:16;
20:24; 21:2)” [The Complete Word Study Dictionary].
• 21.5... HAVE YE ANY MEAT?—“The interrogative μή τι indicates that a negative answer is expected: you
have not, I suppose, anything. Προσφάγιον is equivalent to ὀψάριον, what is added to bread at a
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meal, especially fish. See on John 6:9. Only here in the New Testament” [Marvin Vincent, Vincent’s
Word Studies, an e-Sword Module].
21.6... NOT ABLE TO DRAW IT FOR THE MULTITUDE OF FISHES—“Fishermen had an honorable place in
society. They supplied one of the most important items in the ordinary diet. They also had the
reputation of being unusually pious. There were those who used hooks to fish in the days of Jesus for
archeologists have found copper, brass and iron hooks of that period. But most of the commercial
fishing was done with nets. The first type of net was the ‘throwing’ type, a round one of perhaps
twelve feet in diameter, with leads all around the edge, and it was designed to catch fish by dropping
over them. The second type was the ‘seine’ type which was much like our seine-nets today. One end
of this net was held by a man on shore while others in a boat played the long net out in a large semicircle winding up with the other end of the net on the same shore. Then the men on both ends drag
the net to shore bringing in their catch. The disciples probably used both types of nets. But it would
seem they were using the seine type net this night” [Paul T. Butler].
21.7... HE GIRT HIS FISHER’S COAT UNTO HIM, (FOR HE WAS NAKED)—“That is, as the words in the original
clearly imply, he put on, and girded round his body the garment which workmen customarily used.
This seems to have been a kind of linen frock worn over the shirt, and the Talmud has adopted the
Greek word here used to express it. The word occurs nowhere else in the New Testament, and the
rendering ‘fisher’s coat’ probably gives a correct idea of what is meant. The common usage of the
Greek and Hebrew words answering to the English word ‘naked,’ makes it probable that St. Peter
was wearing some under-garment, and that reverence for the Lord, into whose presence he is about
to go, led him to add to this the outer frock. (Compare Acts 19:12.)” [A Bible Commentary for
English Readers, Edited by Charles Ellicott, an e-Sword Module].
21.8... TWO HUNDRED CUBITS—“A little over a hundred yards” [Marvin Vincent].
21.11... SIMON PETER WENT UP, AND DREW THE NET TO LAND FULL OF GREAT FISHES—“From the edge of the
boat Peter loosens the top of the net and through the water he drags it toward the beach, where, in all
probability with the help of the others (for it was very heavy; see on verse John 21:6 above), it was
lugged ashore. When the large fish were taken out of the net, they were counted. They totaled one
hundred fifty-three! Surely, a most remarkable catch! Such a heavy load of fishes might easily have
caused the net to tear (as in Luke 5:6), but in the present case the Lord had seen to it that this did not
happen” [William Hendriksen, Baker’s New Testament Commentary]. ||||| “The Talmud names
certain kinds of fish which might be eaten without being cooked, and designates them as small
fishes. So ὀψάρια is rendered in John 6:9. Possibly the expression great fishes may imply a contrast
with the small fishes which swarmed in the lake, and the salting and pickling of which was a special
industry among its fishermen” [Marvin Vincent].
21.11... AN HUNDRED AND FIFTY AND THREE—“The greatness and the number are dwelt upon because in
any ordinary haul of fish a large proportion would be small and valueless, and be cast into the lake
again (Compare Matthew 13:47 et seq.). These were all ‘great,’ and their size and number led to an
exact account being taken of them. This would be talked of among the Apostles and their friends and
fellow-craftsmen, and is, with the picturesque exactness which is characteristic of St. John, recorded
here. We have no clue to any mystical interpretation of this number, and it is probably not intended
to convey one ” [H.W. Watkins]. ||||| “In their excitement and haste to meet the Lord they had
forgotten their net full of fish straining on the tow rope still tied to the side of the boat and being
lashed about by the waves of the surf. Jesus directed them, Bring of the fish which you have now
taken. Perhaps Jesus had another reason for such directions than His concern that the miraculous
catch might be lost by neglect. Perhaps He wanted to re-emphasize the magnitude of the miracle.
This we believe is all the significance there is to the number—153—of fish caught. The number is
given simply to signify the marvelousness of it all. They had fished all night and caught nothing.
Jesus merely said, Cast your net on the right side of the boat, and in one cast they caught one
hundred fifty-three large fish. So many the net was about to break. Many commentators, both
ancient and modern, are, we believe, too taken up with allegorizing, symbolizing and spiritualizing
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numbers. For example Cyril of Alexandria said the 100 represents the ‘fulness of the Gentiles’; the
50 stands for the remnant of Israel which will be saved; 3 stands for the Trinity to whose glory all
things are done” [Paul T. Butler].
21.14... THIS IS NOW THE THIRD TIME—“The writer is giving his own witness. He passes over,
therefore, the appearances to Mary Magdalene and others, and counting only those ‘to the
disciples’—to the Ten on the first Easter day, and to the Eleven on its octave—gives this appearance
as the third (Compare Note on 1 Corinthians 15:5-7.)” [H.W. Watkins].
21.15... SIMON, SON OF JONAS, LOVEST THOU ME MORE THAN THESE?—Much discussion is made about the
differences in the two Greek words used to translate LOVE in this conversation. Gene Burgett seems
to have a strong point in his argument that these differences are not as significant as sometimes
commentators try to make them to be. Consider what he writes: “Perhaps this is what has taken
place in this conversation between Jesus and Peter. Peter had earlier boasted that, even if all of the
other disciples would be offended in Jesus, he would never be offended. As Jesus predicted,
however, Peter denied Him three times. Our Lord now comes to Peter and asks him if he still claims
to love Him more than the other disciples love Him. Peter has, however, been humbled. He is no
longer willing to compare the depth of his love with the love of his fellow disciples, so Peter makes
no claim to love more than the others; he merely affirms that he does love Him. Peter was deeply
grieved that Jesus asked him the question three times, as it pointedly reminded him of his earlier
denials. It seems that the emphasis is on the fact that the question was asked three times and three
times Peter affirmed that he loved Jesus, rather than on which word for love was used. If we are
going to look for a special significance in the various words used for love, then we ought to also look
for a special meaning in the variations in the words know, feed versus tend, and sheep versus lambs.
Let us not lose sight of the general purpose and importance of the conversation between Jesus and
Peter. John was answering questions his readers might have about the Way of Christ. One question
that was surely being asked by some concerned the credibility of a movement when one of its bestknown defenders was also known to have denied knowing Jesus. John's readers were expected to
become believers during a time when it might be perilous to do so, yet one of the greatest advocates
of Christianity had denied the faith under similar circumstances. Think about it for just a moment.
The book of Mormon has a page where eight men claim to be witnesses to the truthfulness of Joseph
Smith's false claim -- that the book of Mormon is a translation of divine truth delivered on golden
tablets. We rightly point out that most of those witnesses later rejected Mormonism; thus their
testimony should be rejected. Peter's situation is similar, and it is crucial that his credibility as a
witness be established beyond any shadow of doubt.” [Gene Burgett, in Studies in John, Edited by
Dub McClish, Annual Denton Lectures, pp., 202-203].
21.18... WHEN THOU SHALT BE OLD...—“Peter had denied his Master to save his own life. Now that he is
reinstated in the old confidence and charged with the Master's work, he is told that he will be called
on to die for it. He will be girded, not with a girdle, but with bonds, and he shall be led where he
would not, unto death” [B.W. Johnson Collected Commentaries, an e-Sword Module].
21.19... SIGNIFYING BY WHAT DEATH HE SHOULD GLORIFY GOD—“In these words two things are implied:
(1) that Peter would die a violent death; and, (2) that his death would be such as to honor God. The
ancients say that Peter was crucified at Rome, about 34 years after this, with his head downward.
Clemens says that he was led to the crucifixion with his wife, and sustained her in her sufferings by
exhorting her to remember the example of her Lord. He also adds that he died, not as the
philosophers did, but with a firm hope of heaven, and patiently endured the pangs of the cross
(Strom. vii.). This declaration of the Saviour was doubtless continually before the mind of Peter, and
to the hour of his death he maintained the utmost constancy and fidelity in his cause, thus justifying
the appellation which the Lord Jesus gave him - a rock” [Barnes’ Notes].
21.21... AND WHAT SHALL THIS MAN DO?—“Peter and John were near friends (Acts 3:1), and
understanding that the Lord had prophesied a violent death for himself, Peter was naturally
interested in the fate of his dear companion” [J.W. McGarvey, Fourfold Gospel, pp., 759-760].
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21.22... IF I WILL THAT HE TARRY TILL I COME, WHAT IS THAT TO THEE?—“There appears to have been a mild
and gentle rebuke in these words. In them there was a reminder to Peter that each person’s position
and responsibility before the Lord is an individual one and does not directly involve any other. The
pronouns are in emphatic position in the Greek text, signifying, ‘His future is not involved in your
work and responsibility. It is I who you are to follow” [Guy N. Woods, A Commentary on the
Gospel According to John, pp., 445-446].
21.23... THEN WENT THIS SAYING ABROAD...—“ This mistake arose very naturally: (1) From the words of
Jesus, which might be easily misunderstood to mean that he should not die; and, (2) It was probably
confirmed when it was seen that John survived all the other apostles, had escaped all the dangers of
persecution, and was leading a peaceful life at Ephesus. This mistake John deemed it proper to
correct before he died, and has thus left on record what Jesus said and what he meant” [Albert
Barnes, Barnes’ Notes on the Bible].
21.25... THE WORLD ITSELF COULD NOT CONTAIN THE BOOKS THAT SHOULD BE WRITTEN—“This is a figure of
speech called the hyperbolè, and is sometimes essential in painting and in oratory. The figure of a
man in statuary, or in large cartoons, after elevation in a temple or hall, would look only like a boy.
The artist therefore prefers a massive or colossal figure. So in the Hebrew poetry. Jehovah makes the
clouds his chariots, and rides on the wings of the wind. Seas and rivers are afraid, and the mountains
tremble at his presence. So also the tower of Babel, and the top of the tree in Daniel, reaching to
heaven; and the ten spies were but as grasshoppers when compared with the giants” [Joseph
Sutcliffe, A Commentary on the Old Testament and New Testament].

Lessons & Applications.
68. SIMON, SON OF JONAS, LOVES THOU ME MORE THAN THESE?… (John 21.15). “Peter was suited to be a
leader. But few men are. Most people must be led. Hence, the importance of wise, safe, and Godfearing leaders. Peter was bold and courageous, the first to speak and act. He was also impulsive and
rash; but, tempered in the furnace of experience and discipline, he became wiser and was better
prepared for his life work. He needed, too, to be assured by his Lord that he had been restored to his
former position. Jesus was as kind to Peter as he was to Thomas, only he dealt with Peter in a
different way. It may be significant that Jesus here addressed Peter as ‘Simon, son of John,’ the
name by which he was first called (John 1.42), and not as ‘Peter’—‘a stone.’ He had shown himself
too weak to be called ‘a stone.’ When Jesus first called Peter to be an apostle, it was just after a
miraculous draught of fished (Luke 5.1-11); he now calls him the second time under similar
circumstances. Three times Peter had denied his Lord, and three times he here avowed his love”
[E.A. Elam, Editor, Elam’s Notes on Bible School Lessons, 1926, p. 112]. T
69. John 21.15-17... “It is a noticeable fact that each time Peter confessed his love for Jesus, the Lord
told him to do something: ‘Feed my lambs,’ ‘Tend my sheep,’ ‘Feed my sheep.’ No one can read the
New Testament without being impressed with the idea that love always is the inspiration for service
(cf., John 14.15, 21; 1 John 5.3). It is impossible therefore for one to love the Lord without serving
him; and that includes service to one’s fellow men (cf., 1 John 3.14-18; 4.20-21; Romans 13.10).
When people begin to question that which the Lord commands, either in the matter of becoming
Christians or in living the Christian life, that is a sure indication that their love for him is not what it
should be” [Leslie G. Thomas, Editor, Teacher’s Annual Lesson Commentary, 1967, p. 336].
70. John 21.24-25... “John closed his record of his beloved Master in a kind of cadency. He did not
attach his name to his document, but it was not because he was ashamed to. He rather wrote as an
eye-witness who was known and recognized for his truthfulness. That which he wrote was based
upon his own knowledge, and not upon hear-say. The writer of the Book of John was among the first
to meet Jesus, and he was a faithful disciple throughout the Lord’s public ministry. The purpose
which John had in writing is clearly stated in John 20.30-31. Instead of naming himself, John used
the well known ‘editorial we,’ and he never called upon any one to believe that which he himself did
not believe” [Leslie G. Thomas, Editor, Teacher’s Annual Lesson Commentary, 1969, pp. 24-25].
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VI.

Questions.
True or False
01.

_____ When the disciples fished on the left side of the boat, they made a big haul.

02.

_____ Jesus predicted that Peter would glorify God in his death.

03.

_____ When Jesus was first seen by the fishing disciples, He was not recognized.

04.

_____ Jesus said that John would not die.

05.

_____ This chapter provides a fish count.
I Found it in Verse(s)

06.

_____ A statement about true testimony.

07.

_____ What was on the menu for “Breakfast with Jesus.”

08.

_____ Another name for the Sea of Galilee

09.

_____ First time Jesus called Peter, Simon, son of Jonas.

10.

_____ Peter’s question to Jesus, concerning John.
Short Answer

11.

Whose idea was it to go fishing? ______________________________________________

12.

After Jesus questioned Peter for the third time, Peter was: _____________

13.

_________________________________________ is how far the disciples were from land when
they caught the 153 fish.

14.

Who do you think Peter was describing in verse 20? _______________________________

15.

He served breakfast: ___________________________.
Each Question is worth 7 Points
My Score is: ________
Answers will be found on next week’s handout

ANSWERS to John 20 Questions… 01—True (31); 02—False (8); 03—False (4); 04—False (24);
05—True (15); 06—1; 07—16; 08—28; 09—12; 10—19; 11—glad (20); 12—Peace be unto you (19,
26); 13—That other disciple (3, 8); 14—(1) She had seen Jesus; (2) She had a message for them (18);
15—Wrapped together in a place by itself (15).
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VII.

Seek-A-Word Puzzle. The words may be backwards, diagonal, upside down, etc. See if you can find
them all. The more you use the words of the Bible, the greater blessed you will be! You might be
surprised at how much this little exercise will help you retain important truths. THANK YOU for the
good effort you are putting forth in Bible study. –DRL

AGAIN
DISCIPLE
JONAS
LOVE
SAITH
THERE

ALSO
FEED
KNOW
LOVEST
SHEWED
THINGS

CAST
FISH
KNOWEST
OTHER
SHIP
THIRD

COME
FOLLOW
LAND
PETER
SIMON
TIME

DINE
JESUS
LORD
SAID
THEN
WENT
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VIII. Crossword Puzzle.

John 21 (KJV)
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

ACROSS
02) A name mentioned 8 times.
05) The fishermen saw a fire of ____ on
the land.
07) Jesus showed Himself to disciples at
the Sea of ____.
09) Peter said to other disciples: “I go a
____.”
10) Jesus told Peter to feed His.
13) One of the men on the fishing trip.
14) Jesus said to ____ the net on the
right side.

DOWN
01) Peter was told by what death he
should ____ God.
03) Word describing size of a catch of
fish.
04) Total fish disciples caught at night.
06) ____ by what death He should
glorify God.
08) Fish caught were an hundred and
____ and three.
11) Told Jesus He knew that he loved
him.
12) Nathanael’s home was in ____ in
Galilee.
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IX.

Links.

for John Chapter TWENTYONE…

These links are to the writings of men and not to inspired Scripture, thus care and caution in weighing the conclusions is always wise.
Some are not really links, but listing of material commonly available in books and publications.

•

J.W. McGarvey’s Fourfold Gospel on John 21…
http://www.studylight.org/com/tfg/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=21

•

Burton Coffman’s Commentary on John 21…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bcc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=21

•

Albert Barnes, Barnes Notes on the Whole Bible, on John 21…
http://www.studylight.org/com/bnb/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=21

•

Joseph Benson’s Commentary on the Old and New Testaments, on John 21…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rbc/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=21

•

Robertson’s Word Pictures in the New Testament, on John 21…
http://www.studylight.org/com/rwp/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=21

•

Vincent’s Word Studies on John 21…
http://www.studylight.org/com/vnt/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=21

•

Schaff’s Popular Commentary on the New Testament, on John 21
http://www.studylight.org/com/scn/view.cgi?bk=42&ch=21

•

Collection of notes published by Bradley S. Cobb (from notes in his classes at the Bible Institute of
Missouri) available, as an e-Sword module, for $5.00 online at: http://bit.ly/1l6wncN
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